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    For the haunted, the healing, and the hopeful.
For every introvert who built a cathedral inside their own silence.
For the women who loved too fiercely,
the men who listened without fear,
and the souls who believed that softness could be strength.
You are the prayer and the proof.

      

    



  	
        
            
            I write so that my silence may one day be forgiven."
— Anonymous Sister, Bologna Convent Archives, c. 1481

      

    

Scholarly Note

An earlier version of this manuscript was developed as part of the author’s MFA in Speculative Fiction at Southern New Hampshire University.

It has since evolved through continued research, creative reflection, and digital innovation into the hybrid literary work you now hold in your hands.

Dedication

For the haunted, the healing, and the hopeful.

For every introvert who builds a cathedral inside their own silence.

You are the prayer and the proof.
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Poem: The Light Remembers
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When the world burned, the light stayed behind as ash.

From that ash, we learned to write.

Words became candles; hands became altars.

I lit mine for you—

whoever you are, whatever century finds you.

The light remembers.

Always.
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