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Annie Magruder and her little dog,
 Carson, lived in the town of Tofino.
 Every day they walked beside the great
 Pacific Ocean. They loved the salt air,
 they loved their red house, and they
 loved their sweet life together.
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Then one day Annie got a letter.

“Pack your suitcase,” she told Carson.
 “My sister Elsie’s sick, and she needs some
 cheering up!”

Carson didn’t have a suitcase, but he
 got very excited when Squeaky Chicken
 went into the car. Annie packed camping
 gear and dog food. She filled a cooler with
 baloney sandwiches.

Then she and Carson piled into the car
 and drove east.
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All morning, they drove in the rattlebang car. Carson scratched at the
 door. Were they there yet?

“Oh, no,” said Annie. “It’s a very long way. All the way across
 Canada. But there’s a surprise when we get there. For you, Carson!”
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Carson loved surprises. Squeaky Chicken had been a surprise.
 Every time Carson chewed, he got a brand-new noise. Skreeeee!
 Wheeeee! Iiiiiy!
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On they drove, along twisty roads, through mountains as high as the sky.

“The Rockies!” said Annie. “If we were younger, we could climb them.”

“RUFF!” said Carson.

“You’re right,” said Annie. “It would be rough.”

That night, she put up their tent in the woods. Carson watched out for bears.

No bears came. But Carson was ready!
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They rolled on down to a land of lumpy humps.

“Hoodoos,” said Annie. “This is dinosaur country!”
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