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Preface

Our world is changing at a rate faster than ever before, and the specter of climate change haunts our present. Now more than ever, our world’s continued survival calls for a deeper understanding of cities and civilizations that once flourished but no longer do. This volume’s 10 Investigative Boxes analyze 10 major cities that face extinction today. These come from every inhabitable continent on earth. Coastal cities everywhere are at risk of a rising sea level, but our future includes much more than just flooding. Changing climates mean more fires and droughts and more obstacles to our food and water supplies. Those who are already in the most vulnerable circumstances will be the hardest hit, but everyone is at risk.

Beyond the 10 Investigative Boxes, climate change has been an impetus for this whole project and underlies every aspect of this entire volume. Change is a constant in human affairs; cities and civilizations are continuously rising and falling. First and foremost, this volume proves again and again that cultural influence, economic strength, and military might are guarantees of security only for those willing to lie to themselves.

The book is written for a general audience, for anyone curious about lost cities and civilizations. In addition to the wide spectrum of detailed facts presented in each entry, the reader stands to gain a general appreciation of urban atrophy and the constancy of change. On top of the 10 Investigative Boxes described above, 25 sidebars outline mythical cities created by the human imagination.

The pulp of the volume is the 86 main entries on lost cities and civilizations. The entries, which appear alphabetically, all include the following subsections: Inhabitants, Historical Background, Culture and Society, Demise, Recent Discoveries, Current Status, and Further Reading. The entries—as well as the investigative boxes and sidebars—come from every region of the globe that has been home to humans. The time span is likewise broad, spanning all of human civilization, from several millennia BCE to the present.

The authors and contributors have backgrounds in the fields of anthropology and history. We have been constructing the entries and other components of the volume from 2019 through 2021 using the leading and latest works on the specific locations and cultures.


Introduction

The accelerating threat of climate change challenges us to analyze our own communities’ relationships with the wider world and to contemplate their very existence. This volume explores the span of human history—and plenty of prehistory—searching out prominent and fascinating examples of cities or broader civilizations that shifted from a position of influence to a lack thereof. The results offer a rich mosaic of detailed descriptions from every corner of the globe. These lost cities and civilizations provide much-needed perspective for our present moment.

The flux in size and importance of human settlements has been central to our study of history from the field’s inception. Herodotus, the fifth-century BCE historian, sometimes labeled the father of history, centers this theme within his programmatic statement early in Book 1 of his Histories:



I will proceed with my narrative, going through small and great towns of people alike. Because many of those places that were once great have become small, and those that are great in my time were small before. Knowing that human fortune never remains in the same place, I will make mention of both alike. (Herodotus 1.5.3–4, translation mine)



Aware of the constant flux in human affairs, Herodotus promises not to discriminate against small or diminished cities in his writing. In this volume, we focus in on this theme even further, analyzing the flux itself. When we study a lost city, we are not looking at a snapshot of the city at its height, nor are we simply illustrating the archaeological ruins that still exist today. We are instead looking at the fluctuations in the city’s fortunes over time: why it grew, how its people thrived, how its culture flourished, and finally why it fell.

In the remainder of this introduction, we will explore the contents of the volume, region by region. This will take us on a very brief tour of human history in which various trends in the world’s lost cities will become apparent. From there, we will introduce the contents and functions of this volume’s investigative boxes and sidebars. We will conclude with a look at how one theme—colonialism—weaves its way through this volume’s contents.

Africa was the birthplace of humankind, and this volume’s various entries on Africa feature the continent’s diversity of habitats and peoples. The lost cities of Ife, Great Zimbabwe, and Kilwa flourished in vastly different regions of sub-Saharan Africa. Timbuktu and Cyrene show the wide range of identities that cities in North Africa could take on, with the former being a powerful desert trading post and the latter a Greek colony on the Mediterranean. The region of Africa with the most entries is Egypt. As one of the globe’s three initial cradles of civilization, the land of the Nile boasts very ancient lost cities as well as more recent ones. The antiquity and richness of Egyptian culture, coupled with a hot, dry climate ideal for preserving certain materials, render Egypt rife with lost cities.

Eurasia, the largest continent on earth, hosts the most entries in this volume, spanning a vast spectrum of dates and settlement types. Besides the Nile, humankind’s two other oldest cradles of civilization are found on Eurasia: the Indus valley and Mesopotamia. We explore the Indus valley civilization in the entry on Harappa and Mohenjo Daro. Later periods from this extended region are covered in entries on cities and empires on the Indian subcontinent and in the eastern Near East. These include Anuradhapura, Madurai, the Mughal Empire, Pataliputra, Vijayanagara, and Taxila. Mesopotamia, the other original—and oldest—cradle of civilization, is featured in entries on the Assyrians, Babylon, and Ur. We also embrace the broader Near East in entries for Antioch, Persepolis, Petra, Susa, and Van.

Eurasia came to host an eclectic mix of settlements over multifarious regions outside of India and the Near East, some as far apart from one another as 8,000 miles. We delve into the Mediterranean world through cities such as Knossos, Troy, Delphi, Syracuse, Pompeii, and Rome, among others. Moving farther north into Europe, we encounter the La Tène Celtic culture as well as sites such as Stonehenge. To the east, China, the fourth cradle of civilization, appears in entries on Chang’an and Xianyang. Southeast Asia is home to lost cities that include Angkor, Ayutthaya, and Bagan/Pagan. Borobudur and Kyoto stand among the lost cities on Asia’s Pacific Rim. The vast Pacific was first settled from peoples coming from the ocean’s west. More precisely, the Polynesian people, who settled huge swaths of the Pacific, can be traced back to the island of Taiwan, off the coast of mainland China. We analyze the vast Pacific through entries on Indigenous Australian cultures, the Lapita people, and Easter Island.

The Americas showcase a diverse range of peoples as witnessed through the continents’ lost cities. South America exhibits a wide range of pre-Columbian sites; these include Chavín de Huántar, Chan Chan, Machu Picchu, and Tiwanaku. Like South America, Mesoamerica contained pre-Columbian settlements that ranged from powerful empires to smaller regional settlements. We explore the Mesoamerican sites of Monte Albán, Tenochtitlán, and Teotihuacán as well as the broader civilizations of the Maya and the Olmecs. North America housed the Pecos Pueblo and Ancestral Puebloans in the deserts of the American Southwest as well as the Iroquois Confederacy in what is today the American Midwest and Northeast. Later settler communities also appear as lost cities, such as the Roanoke colony and the Viking settlement of Vinland.

This volume’s 10 Investigative Boxes study 10 current cities and locations that face extinction today. These bring the breadth of the challenge of climate change to the fore. Every continent has urban areas both small and large currently at risk of destruction from our world’s changing climate. The rising sea level will put coastal cities everywhere at risk. Beyond flooding, an increase of fires, droughts, and disruptions in food and water supply also threaten various regions. Among this volume’s list of places at risk are thriving megacities such as Manila and Jakarta as well as wealthy strongholds such as Venice and the Maldives. While the threat of climate change acted as an impetus for this volume and underlies the entire work, it is in these investigative boxes where it is treated most directly.

The 25 sidebars survey 25 mythic cities and places. Constructed by the human imagination, these legendary locales take on multiple different forms. There are mythic cities that appear in literature, such as Camelot, the castle and court of Arthurian fame, and sometimes the creation of a mythic city can be narrowed down to a specific author, such as Plato’s construction of the original Atlantis myth. Other mythic lands are religious in nature, conceptualized by a religion or group of religions, such as the Abrahamic Garden of Eden and the Buddhist Shambhala. Some sidebars examine entire fictional continents, such as Kumari Kandam, Lemuria, Mu, and Terra Australis. Other sidebars feature historical cities that have been mythologized, like the Seven Pagodas and Xanadu/Shangdu. Taken together or individually, these sidebars complement the volume’s main entries. The mythic cities and lands provide a set of cities constructed—and often destroyed—by the human imagination. How they compare and contrast to real lost cities can tell us much about their authors and those who have promulgated their stories.

Before concluding, it would be helpful to look at how the theme of colonialism weaves its way through this volume. Many readers will approach the entries herein one at a time, seeking out a specific city that they are researching. Yet, for those inclined, the breadth of the volume may also allow one to see patterns and themes that appear across numerous entries and regions. By briefly analyzing how the theme of colonialism appears in this volume, we see how the volume can illuminate broad themes and historical phenomena. The theme of colonialism within this volume proves interesting for several reasons—not least among them the fact that we as authors did not set out to write about colonialism. Unlike the flux of human fortune that we purposefully thematized in writing this volume, the theme of colonialism has arrived here inadvertently. Nevertheless, given its importance to world history, it crops up all over the place and in many different forms.

By the mid-second millennium CE, European powers began colonizing and exploiting the remainder of the globe. This trend can be seen in the demise of some Indigenous lost cities and civilizations, done in by the arrival of Western imperialists. Among others, these include the Pecos Pueblo, which was abandoned after the Spanish took control of the region, as well as the Indigenous Australian cultures, who faced a genocide from British settlers. Sometimes the colonizers’ settlements become lost cities of their own, such as Shaker villages and the Spanish missions in North America. Some of the mythic cities featured in the sidebars are imperial fantasies of colonized land, like Ciudad Blanca and El Dorado.

Finally, many lost cities were looted by Western powers, and their artifacts are still displayed to this day not in situ but in museums back in London, Berlin, or other European metropoles. Just as the theme of colonialism has seeped its way into this volume, so too have other themes and historical phenomena ready for analysis.
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A

Abu Simbel

Around 1260 BCE, Ramesses II was the pharaoh in Egypt. At his direction, the massive monument now called Abu Simbel was created in Upper Egypt (southern Egypt), near the second cataract of the Nile River. While there are multiple theories about exactly why the temple was built, there is no doubt that it celebrated Ramesses II in some way. The temple was discovered near the town of Aswan by Europeans in the mid-1800s, and it was carefully excavated and studied. However, in 1960, the Egyptian government’s decision to build a dam on the Nile River caused a situation in which the area where the temple stood would be flooded. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) thus undertook a massive project to relocate the temple to an area where it would be protected from the rising waters, going so far as to build a man-made mountain to preserve the original feel of the temple and carefully maintaining its orientation toward the sun.

INHABITANTS

In ancient times, Aswan was known as Swenett and served primarily as a modest trading center or market town. Although the old capital of Thebes was nearby, Ramesses established a new capital far down the Nile, on the eastern delta.

Much of what direct knowledge we have of the ancient Egyptians comes from scribes, who were understandably most interested in recording the lives of their superiors (much like modern writers tend to be more focused on celebrities than on average people). We do know that professions were commonly passed from parent to child. While women did spend much of their life having and caring for children, they were also able to hold other roles in society, such as priestesses, stone workers, or brewers. And despite the common belief that the great stone creations of the Egyptians were built by slaves, slaves held a much lower position in Egyptian society. Craftspeople created the pyramids and other works, such as the Abu Simbel temple; extraordinary skill was required to carve the stone and place it properly. Even the unskilled laborers who moved the stone from one place to another were properly compensated; the work was considered too important to be entrusted to slaves. (Slaves were those who had accumulated too much debt, conquered peoples, and criminals.)

Ramesses II became pharaoh around 1279 BCE, and his reign lasted until roughly 1213 BCE. His most celebrated military campaign was the Battle of Kadesh, fought against the Hittites. The battle was not a great victory, however. Neither side won decisively, and this ultimately resulted in the first known peace treaty (1258 BCE). Although historians disagree about the precise details of his life, Ramesses is said to have been ninety years old when he died (a very advanced age, considering that the average Egyptian’s life expectancy was somewhere around thirty-five years). At the time, he had more than 200 wives and concubines and had outlived most of his children (96 sons, 60 daughters). He lived for so long that many of his subjects had been born while he was the pharaoh and feared that the world would end when he died.

[image: ]

These four colossal figures sit outside the entrance to the Great Temple at Abu Simbel. All four seated figures are over sixty feet tall and were made in the likeness of Ramesses II, who oversaw the temple’s construction. (Christophe Amerijckx | Dreamstime.com)

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

During the last half of the New Kingdom (1540–1075 BCE), Egyptian pharaohs engaged in virtually continuous foreign wars in an attempt to hang on to their imperial possessions. Ramesses II was one of those pharaohs. Although he failed to defeat the Hittites, he did build monuments such as Abu Simbel and the temple at Karnak that projected images of Egyptian power and preserved his legacy.

Abu Simbel is made of two temples: the Great Temple and the Small Temple. The Great Temple is nearly 100 feet high and more than 100 feet long. On either side of its entrance, there are four huge stone figures of Ramesses II, each over 60 feet tall. Smaller statues (though still bigger than they would be in life) are also around the entrance, representing the people conquered by the pharaoh, including the Hittites, the Libyans, and the Nubians. Moving into the temple, the interior is decorated with images of both Ramesses and his queen, Nefertari, worshipping the gods. His great victory at Kadesh is shown. Some scholars use this to date the temple’s construction to approximately 1264 BCE, when the victory of Kadesh would have been part of the people’s recent memories. Others believe that the temple was constructed later, around 1244 BCE, after Ramesses and his sons began a war with Nubia, the region south of Upper Egypt and home to the Kingdom of Kush. In that case, the Abu Simbel temple complex would have been created to project Egyptian power.

In the early 1800s, the temple was discovered by Europeans; at that point, sand had covered the stone figures so that only their heads were visible. The ancient name of the temple, if it had one, was lost; the name Abu Simbel is said to have come from a boy who led the Italian explorer Giovanni Belzoni to the location.

The Small Temple is approximately forty feet high and ninety-two feet long. Colossi also adorn the front of the temple, surrounding the entrance. These include four statues of Ramesses and two of Nefertari (not to be confused with Nefertiti), who is said to have been his first and favorite wife. Her status is shown in the proportion between the two figures on the temple; Ramesses and Nefertari are roughly the same size. In most temples, wives are depicted as much smaller than their husbands, and they are rarely dedicated to the pharaoh’s wife. Along with the images of the pair making offering to the gods, the interior of the temple shows images of Hathor, the goddess of love, fertility, women, and the sky.

CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Much of the indirect knowledge we have regarding the ancient Egyptians comes not from their own writings but from those of the Greeks who regularly visited the area. Based on the latter’s writings, it is generally believed that the Egyptians had a complex religious system, were an agricultural society, and were focused on living the best lives they possibly could. Their understanding of the afterlife was that it was simply a continuation of this life; Egypt was the best place a person could possibly live, so the afterlife would simply be a continuation of that. In fact, although marriage alliances with other foreign powers were common, girls would almost never be sent to other kingdoms to live; it would have been considered disrespectful to the girl to force her to live somewhere inferior to her homeland. Foreign queens, however, were welcome in Egypt and were treated like natives once they were there.

The ruling elite in Egypt—above all the pharaoh but also high priests and the hereditary nobility—served as guardians of the religious tradition. The pharaoh’s commands were absolute, even while surrounding himself or herself with advisers, generals, governing officials (viziers), wives, and bureaucrats of all sorts. The pharaoh’s family made up the royal court, which was participated in by nobles, priests, scribes, and others. All aspects of life, from religious rites to wars to food production and building construction, emanated from the royal court.

The Egyptians were an agricultural society that used complicated irrigation systems to water their crops. Unfortunately, while their palaces and temples were constructed from stone, the homes of those who were not royalty were generally constructed of mud bricks and had roofs made from plant stems. These have not survived, giving archaeologists a somewhat limited picture of what the average person’s life might have been like. In recent decades, nonetheless, excavations at a variety of different workers’ villages have begun to shed light on this aspect of Egyptian society.

Egyptian society is sometimes thought of as dour and death obsessed; however, contemporary records from Greek and Roman writings say that it was quite the opposite. Egyptians of all classes believed that they should enjoy their lives as much as possible. Even criminals were generally treated well, as long as they were not guilty of capital crimes, such as looting temples, rape, or robbery. At the opposite end, the life of the pharaohs, and of all high-born royal and priestly figures, was extravagant to the extreme. Pharaohs were considered deities, and all of society bent to their wishes.

DEMISE

By the time of Ramesses II’s rule, Egyptian power was on the wane. It has long been thought that shortly after 1200 BCE, a large wave of migrants known as the Sea Peoples came to threaten Egypt and other nations in the region. Ramesses III (r. 1187–1156 BCE) managed to stem the tide, but only at great cost to Egyptian military might. This, along with unfavorable environmental changes, contributed to the continued decline and ultimate demise of classical Egyptian society.

As for Abu Simbel, in the 1960s, the Egyptian government drew up plans to build the Aswan High Dam on the Nile River. This would have diverted enough water to cause the sacred site to be flooded, destroying the ancient temple and all of the surrounding structures. Between 1964 and 1968, a team headed by UNESCO worked to relocate the temple almost 700 feet from its original location. The temple had originally been built into a cliff; now the massive stone monument had to be relocated onto the plateau above the cliff. The stones making up the temple were carefully cut into sections in locations where they would be least visible once reassembled and then secured in place at their new location using cement and desert sand. The interior of the temple was supported by reinforced concrete. An entire man-made mountain was created to maintain the appearance of the temple carved into a cliffside. The smaller statues and items from the original temple complex were also moved and preserved. Abu Simbel in its new location was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979.

RECENT DISCOVERIES AND CURRENT STATUS

As has happened with many Egyptian finds, early explorers looted the temples in the years after their discoveries. Some items made it to museums in European countries, but many have disappeared, either into private collections or simply destroyed through a lack of proper preservation. In 2016, however, it was confirmed that a pair of mummified legs in an Italian museum that were taken from the queen’s tomb in the Valley of the Queens were almost certainly those of Queen Nefertari. She is believed to have died around 1250 BCE; depending on when the temples at Abu Simbel were constructed, they may have truly been a memorial to the queen that Ramesses II loved the most.

Michael Shally-Jensen

See also: Deir el-Bahri/Djeser-Djeseru; Meroë; Thebes.
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Abydos

The city of Abydos is one of the oldest in Egypt. Rather than being an urban center, the city primarily served as a religious site, home to the tombs of many pharaohs as well as the supposed resting place of the god Osiris. The most famous temple is that of Seti I (r. ca. 1294–1279 BCE), the father of the more well-known Ramesses II. Much of the work on the temple was completed after Seti’s death, and although Ramesses continued the work, his craftsmen appear to have been inferior to those hired by Seti. Ramesses II also had a temple constructed in Abydos, but it has not been as well preserved. The sacred city hosted the yearly festival of Osiris, the god of both fertility and death, who had his own impressive temple at the site.

INHABITANTS

While Abydos does not appear to have been an urban center, the city did have a residential community to the north during the Predynastic period (from the earliest records of human settlement to around 3100 BCE). Although the cemetery was in continuous use and the temple and town were rebuilt over time, the buildings may have been destroyed during the construction of the great tombs. As such, archaeologists know comparatively little about those who originally lived in the area. That said, the area was continuously occupied from the Predynastic through the Roman periods.

The Egyptians of the New Kingdom period (ca. 1540–1075 BCE), which occurred in the latter part of ancient Egypt’s long history, were fundamentally the same as those of earlier eras. They adhered to the ancient polytheistic religion and treated the pharaoh as a divine personage. They maintained an agricultural economy centered on the floodplain of the Nile River, and their society was strictly hierarchical, divided into royals, priests, merchants, commoners, and slaves.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Seti I, son of Ramesses I, who founded Egypt’s Nineteenth Dynasty (1290–1189 BCE), made his mark by launching a series of campaigns in which he punished disloyal people and cities for not properly acknowledging his power. Seeking to restore the New Kingdom’s strength, he undertook military campaigns in Syria-Palestine. His capture of Kadesh in Syria along with the Kingdom of Amurru—both Hittite possessions—was his most notable achievement. Other campaigns were made against the Libyans.

At Abydos, Seti built two elaborate temples with extensive historical and religious decoration. The Hall of Records depicts Seti and his young son Ramesses II honoring a list of pharaohs inscribed on a wall. Seti also constructed a royal residence near his ancestral home around Avaris in the northeastern Nile delta. His son and successor, Ramesses II, expanded this palace into his new capital, Pi-Ramesses.

CULTURE AND SOCIETY

By the time of the New Kingdom, Egyptian priests, whose office was hereditary, were virtually a separate caste. Each temple had its own priestly hierarchy responsible for maintaining it and conducting religious rites. Religion was woven into the very fabric of Egyptian social and political life.

The first temple at Abydos seems to have been dedicated to the deity Khentiamentiu, whose name roughly translates to “Foremost of the Westerners”—the term Westerners here referring to the world of the dead. Over time, the temple came to honor Osiris, the Egyptian god of the dead and the underworld. Mythology at that time held that Osiris’s head was buried at Abydos, making it the appropriate spot to honor the god. The cult of the afterlife entailed the use of elaborate funeral rituals designed to move the dead on to the next life. Osiris judged the deceased and determined whether they deserved eternal bliss or punishment.

The Temple of Seti, often referred to as the Great Temple of Abydos, is the most famous monument within the city. It is an L-shaped building with two front courtyards and seven chapels dedicated to major Egyptian deities. Along with its purpose as a memorial to Seti, the temple was designed to show appropriate reverence to all the pharaohs who had come before. For scholars, the temple contains one of the most important finds for understanding Egyptian history: the Abydos king list. This is a listing of all the pharaohs of Egypt, from Menes through Seti himself—although a few names were conspicuously left off the list. Seti’s tomb, looted in antiquity, remains one of the grandest in the Valley of the Kings. His mummy, found in a royal cache in secondary burial, is the finest of the royal mummies.

Directly behind the Temple of Seti is a room referred to as the Osireion. Unlike the more delicate work of contemporary Egyptians, the room was created in a style similar to older work. Excerpts from the Book of the Dead and other ancient texts are included on the walls. Large columns and subterranean vaults are present. Each year, it seems, to celebrate the summer to fall Nile “inundation” season, there was a procession from the Osiris temple to the necropolis itself. This festival may also have included mystery plays that celebrated the cycle of life and death.

The Temple of Ramesses II is located nearby but has been poorly preserved. It also contained a slab carved with the names of the Egyptian pharaohs; while Seti’s list has been preserved in its original location, the slab from Ramesses’s tomb was moved to the British Museum in London.

Rulers of the earliest Egyptian dynasties are also buried nearby, approximately one mile into the desert. This area is now known as the Umm el-Qa’ab (“Mother of Pots”). Sherds of devotional objects and shattered pottery that were brought to Abydos by pilgrims are frequently found in this area. Early tombs in this area are simple brick-lined chambers of roughly ten feet by twenty feet; the tombs slowly increased in size and complexity. Some of the oldest Egyptian writings discovered by Europeans were found in these tombs. Members of the kings’ courts also appear to have been buried in pit tombs in the vicinity.

DEMISE

Egyptian might was in decline by the time of Ramesses II, despite the ever-larger building projects of the later New Kingdom. In later Egyptian history, a succession of invaders attacked and occupied different parts of the country, from the so-called Sea Peoples in the twelfth century BCE to the Assyrians in the seventh century BCE. The last building added to Abydos was a temple to Nectanebo I (r. ca. 379–361 BCE), built during the Thirtieth Dynasty of Egypt. Shortly after that, the Greeks occupied Egypt, followed by the Romans. The area was no longer used for royal burials and fell into some obscurity.

As European interest in ancient Egyptian artifacts increased in the late 1800s, the archaeologist Émile Amélineau began to excavate the Umm el-Qa’ab section of Abydos between 1894 and 1898. Subsequently, the British researcher Flinders Petrie, considered a pioneer in systematic excavation and preservation, encouraged an associate to excavate farther in the area and was furious when he discovered how much damage Amélineau had done at the site. He demonstrated that Amélineau’s records were poorly kept or falsified and found that the previous dig had destroyed some artifacts while uncovering others intended for sell.

RECENT DISCOVERIES AND CURRENT STATUS

Recent years have seen a return to careful excavation at Abydos. In the tombs of the oldest pharaohs, some of the oldest objects and writings currently known have been found.

In 2017, researches described a striking boat burial at the site. The vessel, likely part of the tomb of Senusret III (r. 1878–1839 BCE), was probably intended to assist its owner in reaching the afterworld. In this case, the walls surrounding the boat featured decorative scenes depicting ancient Egyptian watercraft and other historical details. Earlier research had found as many as twelve boats buried on their own within Abydos, dating back to 3000 BCE.

Meanwhile, in 2019, researchers found a walkway adjoining the Temple of Ramesses II that led them into an ancient Egyptian palace. Inside, they found walls adorned with the name of Ramesses II. The researchers suggest that the new finding shows that Ramesses, like his father Seti, considered Abydos to be the symbol of royal power; after all, it was the resting place of Osiris, the omnipotent controller of human life and death.

Michael Shally-Jensen

See also: Amarna; Deir el-Bahri/Djeser-Djeseru; Thebes.
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Ai-Khanoum

Ai-Khanoum—which means “Lady Moon” in Uzbek—is the name that has been given to a Hellenistic Greek city founded in Bactria, present-day Afghanistan. We do not know what its ancient name was, but it was an active part of the Seleucid Empire and then the Greco-Bactrian Kingdom. Upon its discovery in the twentieth century, some suggested that it was Alexandria on the Oxus—one of the many Alexandrias founded by Alexander the Great in the late fourth century BCE—but this proposal has since been superseded by theories suggesting a slightly later founding.

The town sits on a fertile elbow where the Kokcha River flows into the Panj River. The latter is a large tributary of the Amu Darya, which was known in antiquity as the Oxus. The town’s location was chosen for its fertility and accessibility. The access to the Oxus river system allowed the town to stay connected to the wider Hellenistic world despite its relative isolation. Although the site existed thousands of miles from the Aegean Sea






































































































































































































































































































































































OEBPS/images/Infinity_circle_100percent.jpg





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
& ABC-CLIO®

An Imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC
Santa Barbara, California ¢ Denver, Colorado





OEBPS/images/2277908_South_America.jpg
SOUTH AMERICA

A
<0)>=
Wi

Moshe
Cultire
Chan Chane
\»Chavin de Huantar
Machu Pichu «

Nazca*
*Tiwanaku






OEBPS/images/2277910_Asia_Pacific.jpg
ASIA AND THE PAcIFIC

Mongol Empire

«Ai-Khanoum

Taxilas Chang'an*"" s EKyoto

Harappa.

. Mughal
Mohenjo-Daro  Empire  Pataliputra

Ajanta Caves » «Bagan/Pagan

Old Goa® «
87 VIYANaGA2 ) hay = Angkor

Maduraie
Anuradhapura
Lapita
— - People
Borobudor*
SOUTH
AMERICA

Indigenous Australian Cultures

Easter Island






OEBPS/images/2277907_North_America.jpg
NORTH AMERICA AND MESOAMERICA

%) %, Ancestral Puebloans
57 5 *Pecos Pueblo

¥

Tenochmlan"Teotmuaca"

Monte Alban " oimecs

o

-~ /#Vinland

+Cahokia

W

v






OEBPS/images/Cover.jpg
A CULTURAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

LOST CITIES AND
CIVILIZATIONS

Michael Shally-Jensen and Anthony Vivian





OEBPS/images/2275522e.jpg





OEBPS/images/2277906_Africa.jpg
AFRICA

*Carthage
,/ Cyrenes Alexandria
- Giza I\lllemphlsandsaqqara
o7 Amamas, Apydos
Deir el-Bahri/Djeser-Djeseru*Thebes
Abu Simbel
Meroe;
Timbuktu Kstime
2T
el %

g

o)

«Kilwa

e N

\W
(s
Grea&im

N N

A
<0)>=






OEBPS/images/2277909_Eurasia.jpg
Eurasia

N
A
Ne
v
+Stonehenge
Scythians
La Téne
Celtic
Guiture
Romes. i Constanfinople
Pompeii v
Paestum Troys Pergamon
Delphi. , S 0o Hitites
Granadas o OlympiatihAthens e
Rgdcu=s Mycenae “Antioch
Knastse . Ctesiphon
Baabeks  gapion,
Phoenicians
+Susa

Ure
e Pon s «Persepolis






