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This book is dedicated to the believers in China, Iran, and North Korea, who are forced to live under authoritarian regimes. To these dear souls, God says:

“but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 15:57,58
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The book of Acts is one of the key books of the New Testament, for in it God chronicles for us the start of His visible church on earth, which started at Jerusalem and which then spread from there, so that by the end of the first century AD, there were local churches throughout the known world.

The reader will notice in reading the book of Acts that God starts with the ministry of the apostle Peter. This is no coincidence, since Peter was the God-appointed leader and spokesman for the twelve apostles. Also, we need to keep in mind that the reason that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, chose these twelve disciples to be with Him during the three and a half years of His public ministry on earth was that He might train these men to carry on the ministry on earth after He had ascended to Heaven again, after His death at the cross, His burial, and His resurrection from the dead the third day.

And so, Peter was God’s vessel to start His church at Jerusalem, which was in Israel, but then it was the apostle Paul who was God’s vessel to expand God’s church to the nations of the known world. And those who have sought to do a commentary on any of the apostle Paul’s letters in the New Testament know that it would have been a difficult task, if one did not have the historical context of the book of Acts to refer to. We can therefore say that the book of Acts is indispensable to understand the historical context of much of the New Testament!

Since it has been shown (for instance in “Chronological aspects of the life of Christ,” by Harold W. Hoehner) that the death of God’s Son in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, took place on Friday, April 3, 33 AD, and since the book of Acts ends with the apostle Paul at Rome at Chapter 28, which conservative scholars assign as being 60 to 62 AD, means that the historical content of the book of Acts takes place between 33 and 60 or 62 AD!

And please note that the author’s commentary on the book of Acts has so far taken up 370 pages of 8.5 x 11” notes, which means that the published work will be taken up in a number of Chapters per book, with Book 1 covering Acts 1 and 2, while Book 2 covered Acts 3,4,5,6,7, and Book 3 covered Acts 8,9,10,11,12. The present book, Book 4, covers Acts 13,14,15,16,17,18.

Please note that there is an Addendum at the back of the book, which has eight sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. In Addendum C, we give the relation between apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherd/teachers, and elders! At Addendum D, we have the apostle Paul defending the truth of the gospel at Galatians 2:11-21. At Addendum E, we have “The rise of the man-made religious system known as Judaism, which included Phariseeism!” In Addendum F, we have “Chosen of God for a purpose.” In Addendum G, we have the relation between repentance and faith. And then in Addendum H, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER ONE

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Barnabas and Saul being called of God for gospel ministry as apostles, Acts 13:1-4
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At Acts 11:30, we saw Saul and Barnabas being sent to Jerusalem by the local church at Antioch to bring a financial contribution for the believers there. Then at Acts 12:25, we saw Saul and Barnabas returning from Jerusalem to the local church at Antioch, accompanied by John, also referred to as ‘Mark’ in Scripture. As we will see in Chapter Two of this book, there is a reason for God mentioning this John/Mark.

And now, as we come to Acts 13:1-3, we see that Saul was at Antioch in Syria, ministering there with Barnabas. And this is when God now calls both men as APOSTLES, and sends them out from there to preach the gospel in the then known world, noting now what we there read, “[1] Now there were at ANTIOCH, IN THE (local) CHURCH THAT WAS THERE, PROPHETS AND TEACHERS: BARNABAS, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and SAUL. [2] While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID, "SET APART FOR ME BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR THE WORK TO WHICH I HAVE CALLED THEM." [3] Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. [[4] SO, BEING SENT OUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”

As we see from Acts 13:1 above, God tells us that in the local church at Antioch in Syria, we have five leaders of the local church gathered in prayer, three of them being identified as prophets, these being Niger, Lucius,  and Manaen, plus two identified as teachers, these being Barnabas and Saul. At verse 13:2, we see God make His will known to all five men in their human spirit by The Holy Spirit as they were in prayer together, which was to set Barnabas and Saul apart for the work to which God was now calling them to!

We further note from Acts 13:4 that it was God, Who was sending them out, doing so by His Holy Spirit indwelling them in their spirit. This is why later, the apostle Paul was led to state at Galatians 1:1 in this regard, where the brackets here are part of the Biblical text, “Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead)...” 

It is very important to note here that when God says at the end of Acts 13:2, “the work to which I have called them...,” that this referred to THE CALL OF GOD to APOSTLESHIP, for both Barnabas and Saul to now be in fulltime gospel ministry. And since the word “apostle” means “one sent forth,” then this is what we see happening to Barnabas and Saul here at Acts 13:4. Later, at Acts 14:4,14, we see both being referred to as “apostles” for the first time.

One truth which we need to be aware of regarding apostles in the early church is that GOD RAISED OTHER APOSTLES APART FROM THE ORIGINAL TWELVE, this especially being seen as taking place after other local churches started being established, apart from the original local church which was established at Jerusalem. We now see this here at Acts 13:1-4. 

And this truth, namely of being sent by God, we see being applied to the original twelve also (noting for instance Matthew 10:1 and Mark 3:13), and continued to be applied to every apostle subsequently raised of God in the early church. Also, all apostles would have had that call of God upon their lives. 

Another truth that should be mentioned here is that before Barnabas and Saul were called into ministry as apostles, they were said to be TEACHERS in that local church at Antioch, while the other three men were said to be prophets. 

What is very important to grasp here is that all five men would have first of all been ELDERS in that local church at Antioch, with three of then being then exercising their spiritual gift as prophets in that local church, while Barnabas and Saul were now to exercise theirs as apostles, in that local church and beyond, meaning wherever else God would lead them to on earth. 

What would prove useful at this point if for the reader to turn to Addendum C at the back of the book, where there is an extended discussion on the relation between elders, prophets, apostles, and evangelists, and teachers!
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The apostle Paul’s first gospel ministry journey, Acts 13:4 to Acts 14:28
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And now in this chapter, we will briefly trace the steps of the apostle Paul in his FIRST GOSPEL MINISTRY JOURNEY, which began at his home local church in Antioch, Syria, as was also the case with all his gospel ministry journeys. We will specifically be focusing on Saul, as now the apostle Paul (first use by God at Acts 13:9), for he is a key focus of God in the rest of the book of Acts! 

We will also include his traveling and ministry partners in each of these journeys, and also what was accomplished in each of them, which would all be by God’s grace and for His glory!

It is important to see that God called Paul to ministry as AN APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES! This is clear from what God tells us at Romans 15:15,16, where we read, “15] But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God, [16] TO BE A MINISTER OF CHRIST JESUS TO THE GENTILES, MINISTERING AS A PRIEST THE GOSPEL OF GOD, so that MY OFFERING OF THE GENTILES may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” This was most likely WHY God changed Saul’s name to Paul, since SAUL IS A JEWISH NAME, WHILE PAUL IS A GENTILE NAME! 

The fact that the apostle Paul’s primary ministry was to be to the Gentiles did not of course mean that He was not to preach to Jews also, for we saw earlier at Acts 9:15 that God had said of the apostle Paul, “But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name BEFORE THE GENTILES and kings AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL...”

1) From Antioch in Syria to Cyprus, Acts 13:4-13

So let us begin tracing the apostle Paul’s first gospel ministry journey by noting what we read at Acts 13:4-13, with the brackets at verse 8 being part of the Biblical text, “[4] So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to CYPRUS. [5] When they reached Salamis, THEY BEGAN TO PROCLAIM THE WORD OF GOD IN THE SYNAGOGUES of the Jews; AND THEY ALSO HAD JOHN AS THEIR HELPER. [6] When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus, [7] who was with THE PROCONSUL, SERGIUS PAULUS, a man of intelligence. This man summoned Barnabas and Saul AND SOUGHT TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. [8] But Elymas the magician (for so his name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. [9] But SAUL, WHO WAS ALSO KNOWN AS PAUL, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him, [10] and said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? [11] Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and not see the sun for a time." And immediately a mist and a darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking those who would lead him by the hand. [12] Then THE PROCONSUL BELIEVED when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord. [13] Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia; BUT JOHN LEFT THEM AND RETURNED TO JERUSALEM.” 

And so, as we see beginning at Act 13:4, since ANTIOCH was inland, the apostles Paul and Barnabas traveled to SELEUCIA, which was a city on the coast of Syria, where they boarded a ship and from there sailed to the island of CYPRUS in the Mediterranean sea. 

We then learn from Acts 13:5 that the first city they came to on the island of Cyprus was SALAMIS, which was on the coast, also learning here that they were also accompanied by a man named “JOHN.”

We should take a moment here to talk briefly about this man “John,” also known as “Mark.”  He is the man that Barnabas and Saul took back to Antioch with them when we see them leave Jerusalem at Acts 12:25, who is now seen accompanying them on this first gospel ministry journey. 

We then see from Acts 13:13 above that when the apostles’ Paul and Barnabas left Cyprus on this first journey, John (Mark) left them and went back to Jerusalem. Because of this, we see later at Acts 15:37, that when the apostle Paul were about to embark on a second gospel ministry journey, Barnabas wanted to take John (Mark) along, but Paul refused, as we see at Acts 15:38, because John (Mark) had left the work earlier on. 

This caused such a sharp disagreement between the two of them that they parted at that point, with Barnabas no longer being mentioned in God’s word, except for us to learn from Colossians 4:10 that this John (Mark) was Barnabas’ cousin!

We later see from 2 Timothy 4:11 and Philemon 1:24 that John (Mark) later became a trusted companion in the apostle Paul’s gospel ministry, also learning from 1 Peter 5:13 that this John (Mark) had been led to faith in God by the apostle Peter. And so, while this John (Mark) left the work at first, likely due to the fact that he had NOT been called to the work like Saul and Barnabas had been (Acts 13:3,4), he nevertheless later proved useful in the work!

And so, coming back to the island of Cyprus, we note that although the gospel had been preached in the synagogues of Salamis, as we see at Acts 13:5, there were no converts evident, which is likely the only time this occurred in the apostle Paul’s gospel ministry. The only convert that is mentioned as occurring on the island of Cyprus was the Roman proconsul, who lived at Paphos, a city bordering on the sea at the other end of the island. 

And here we also see the first opposition to the gospel going forth, as there was a magician there also, who sought to prevent the proconsul from coming to know God, as we see from Acts 13:6-11. A proconsul was the provincial governor of the island of Cyprus, which meant that Paphos was likely the most important city on the island and also meant that Cyprus was a Roman province at this time.

Then from Paphos at Cyprus, the apostles Paul and Barnabas sailed northwest to the Roman province of Pamphylia, and specifically to the city of Perga. And here, there is no mention of any gospel ministry at this time, noting Acts 13:13, which indicates to us that just because one has been sent out to preach the gospel, this does not mean that there will always be an open door for the gospel to be preached!

2) From Cyprus to Pisidian Antioch, Acts 13:13-52

The next leg of this first gospel ministry journey, focusing specifically on the apostle Paul, went from Perga to Pisidian Antioch, where there was an extended stay, as we there now see from Acts 13:13-52, with some notes added in brackets as a help, “[13] NOW PAUL AND HIS COMPANIONS (and here we see God placing His focus on the apostle Paul as His principal vessel; also at verse 16) put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia; but John left them and returned to Jerusalem. [14] BUT GOING ON FROM PERGA, THEY ARRIVED AT PISIDIAN ANTIOCH, and ON THE SABBATH DAY THEY WENT INTO THE SYNAGOGUE and sat down. [15] After the reading of the Law and the Prophets the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, "Brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it." [16] PAUL STOOD UP, and motioning with his hand said, "Men of Israel, and you who fear God (in reference to those who were Gentiles, that is, non-Jews, among them; also at verse 26), listen: [17] The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and WITH AN UPLIFTED ARM HE LED THEM OUT from it. [18] For a period of about FORTY YEARS HE PUT UP WITH THEM IN THE WILDERNESS. [19] WHEN HE HAD DESTROYED SEVEN NATIONS IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, He distributed their land as an inheritance — all of which took about four hundred and fifty years. [20] After these things HE GAVE THEM JUDGES UNTIL SAMUEL THE PROPHET. [21] Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. [22] After He had removed him, HE RAISED UP DAVID TO BE THEIR KING, concerning whom He also testified and said (1 Samuel 13:14), 'I HAVE FOUND DAVID THE SON OF JESSE, A MAN AFTER MY HEART, WHO WILL DO ALL MY WILL.' [23] FROM THE DESCENDANTS OF THIS MAN, ACCORDING TO PROMISE, God has
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