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			Hans Peter Richter

			German writer and psychosociologist

			
					Born in Cologne in 1925

					Died in Mainz in 1993

					Notable works:	I Was There (1962), novel

	Friedrich (1963), novel

	The Time of the Young Soldiers (1967), novel




			

			Hans Peter Richter was a German writer and psychosociologist born in Cologne in 1925 (the same year as the children whose story he tells in Friedrich). During his childhood, he witnessed Nazi propaganda, Hitler’s accession to power and his dictatorship. Although Friedrich is not autobiographical, the author drew on his own experience when writing it.

			As a sociologist, he was also interested in work organisation and academic life. He wrote many works, including a study on children’s literature, and co-wrote radio and television programmes.

		


		
			Friedrich

			A narrative account of an unclear period

			
					Genre: children’s novel

					Reference edition: Richter, H. P. (1970) Friedrich. Trans. Kroll, E. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

					First edition: 1963

					Themes: Second World War, Nazism, Holocaust, friendship, childhood

			

			Friedrich was published in 1963. The novel recounts the lives of two children in Germany in the 1930s. They are friends and live in the same building. One is the narrator, the other is Friedrich, a Jewish boy. When Hitler comes to power in Germany in 1933, Friedrich’s life, and that of millions of other Jews, will be turned upside down.

			The story is told by Friedrich’s friend, who, powerless, witnesses the bullying, injustice and violence of which the Jewish community is victim.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapters 1-10

			In Germany, at the end of the 1920s, two families with children of the same age live in the same building: the narrator and his parents, and the Schneiders and their son Friedrich, who are Jewish. The two boys become friends very quickly: they share their playtime and leisure time.

			In 1929, things start to turn sour for the Jewish community. Friedrich is on the receiving end of this when he is insulted by the owner of the building in which they live, Herr Resch, who calls him a “dirty Jewboy” (p. 12). However, life continues and the narrator regularly spends time with the Schneiders; he is particularly impressed with the Sabbath on Friday evenings.

			In 1931, the two children go to school for the first time. When they leave school that day, their parents are waiting for them and the Schneiders decide to celebrate the event, to the displeasure of the narrator’s family. His father has actually been unemployed for a while and they do not have the money to go out and have fun. They all go to the theme park nonetheless, where the Schneiders pay for the children to go on the merry-go-round. The day ends with a photographer: the group has a photo taken so that they have a souvenir of this memorable day.

			Two years go by. One day, on their way back from school, the boys go past a paediatrician’s surgery and are shocked to see the panel featuring the doctor’s name branded with the word “Jew” written in large letters. But the practitioner is not the only one to be affected by Nazi violence: men block the entries of several shops owned by Jews, forbidding customers from shopping there.

			Like many young Germans at the time, the narrator is enrolled in the Hitler Youth. Friedrich decides to go with him to a meeting but, revolted by what he hears about the Jews, he runs out.

			A few days later, while the children are playing ball in the road, the narrator accidentally breaks the window of a haberdashery. The shop owner, knowing Friedrich’s religion, immediately accuses him of breaking the window. Despite the narrator’s confirmations that he is the culprit, Friedrich finds himself in the hands of the police. Only the arrival of Herr Schneider and his offer to pay for the damages puts an end to the dispute.

			A short while later, Friedrich’s father and Herr Resch have a fairly heated discussion on the stairs of the building. The owner wants to give him his notice: he doesn’t want Jews living in his building. The family’s problems increase: soon, Herr Schneider is fired from his job: he is a civil servant and this type of position is now forbidden for Jews.

			Chapters 11-20

			Herr Resch presses charges, as the Schneiders do not want to leave their apartment. Fortunately, the trial takes place before a generous judge and the plaintiff is dismissed. Things then seem to be going better for Friedrich’s family: his father finds work in a department store, where he is the head of a department. But this bright spell does not last long. Indeed, Friedrich is forced to leave school, which can no longer accommodate Jewish children. At the same time, the cleaning lady who has worked for them for several years leaves, as a law has been announced that forbids non-Jewish women under 45 from working for Jews.

			The narrator’s father, who has joined the Nazi party thinking that it might bring him some advantages, is horrified by what he hears at political meetings. He implores Herr Schneider to take his family abroad. He does not think that the Jews are really at risk and does not take his neighbour’s advice seriously. One day, however, while coming back from school, the narrator sees Jewish shops being vandalised by an armed group. He hurries back to his house, but soon, the Schneiders’ apartment is raided too. In shock, Frau Schneider dies during the night.

			Chapters 21-30

			Herr Schneider loses his job and survives by repairing lamps at his home. The narrator’s family is his last source of support and things are going from bad to worse. Moreover, Friedrich and his father are hiding a rabbi in their apartment whom the authorities are actively searching for.

			The year 1941 marks a new escalation in the persecutions of the Jews: they are now forced to wear a yellow star on their clothes. One day, the police force their way into the Schneiders’ apartment and arrests Friedrich’s father as well as the rabbi.

			A few days later, Friedrich rings the narrator’s doorbell; he is in an inconsolable state but confirms that he has found a place to hide. He would just like to get back the old photo that was taken after their first day of school at the theme park, to keep a memory of his parents. At that moment, a siren sounds, which means that they must go and hide in the air raid shelter. But unfortunately, Jews are not allowed inside: Friedrich therefore stays in the apartment. The narrator and his parents go down to the air raid shelter which is directed by Herr Resch. Outside, the explosions are extremely violent. Suddenly, they hear banging on the door of the shelter: it is Friedrich who is terrified and asks to enter. Despite the agreement of all the other occupants, Herr Resch refuses to let him in.

			At the end of the raid, they all emerge and find Friedrich dead in the alleyway leading to the building’s entrance.
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