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Brief introduction of the content 
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Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Ming Dynasty is a Buddhist biographical work compiled by Ruxing, a monk of the Tiantai School in the Ming Dynasty, in the 45th year of the Wanli reign (1617), and it is included in Volume 50 of the Taishō Tripiṭaka. It records the deeds of many eminent monks over a period of nearly five hundred years from the first year of the Jianyan reign in the Southern Song Dynasty (1127) to the 39th year of the Wanli reign in the Ming Dynasty (1611). The title "Ming" refers to the era of compilation, not the scope of the content. He originally intended to continue from Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Song Dynasty, but Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Song Dynasty ends at the beginning of the Northern Song Dynasty, while this biography begins at the end of the Northern Song Dynasty, leaving a gap of more than a hundred years in between. This biography mostly draws materials from documents such as Transmission of the Lamp Through the Ages and Comprehensive Records of the Buddhas and Patriarchs Through the Generations, preserving the original records of the spread of Buddhism in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties and the integration of the Tiantai and Chan schools. Due to the fact that it does not comprehensively cover the Chan monks of the Ming Dynasty, has chronological gaps, and shows a geographical bias towards southern monks, it is actually an unfinished work.  

The birth and death years of Ruxing are unknown. With the Buddhist title of Huanwei, he was a disciple of Zhenqing of the Tiantai School. He also learned Chan Buddhism from the Chan master Qiansongde. He once lived in Ciyun Temple on Tiantai Mountain and Lengyan Temple in Jiaxing. He was knowledgeable and well - informed, especially good at writing, and was fond of historical and biographical studies. In the 28th year of the Wanli reign in the Ming Dynasty (1600), he re - published Compilation of the Golden Dharma Defenders, and later continued to compile the contemporary defenders of the Dharma. Besides Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Ming Dynasty, he also had a four - volume work named Rites of Repentance for Encountering the Maitreya Buddha and Achieving Enlightenment.  
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Preface to Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Ming Dynasty 
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The Sakyamuni Buddha was born in the Western India in the year of Jiayin during the reign of King Zhao of the Zhou Dynasty, achieved enlightenment, and entered Nirvana. More than a thousand years later, during the reign of Emperor Ming of the Han Dynasty, Moteng and Zhu Falan first came to China. The emperor was the first to build the White Horse Temple for them to live in. Since then, Buddhism flourished and the number of monks gradually increased. Then there were Kang Senghui in the Wu Dynasty, Dao'an, Baozhi, Sengti, Zhi Dun, and Dharmakṣema in the Jin Dynasty. These divine monks and famous Buddhist masters left their spiritual footprints all over the world. Their profound teachings, elegant charm, lofty discussions, and wise strategies filled the books. How could the historians ignore them? Therefore, in the Six Dynasties, Huiyuan on Mount Lu, Xuanzang in the Tang Dynasty, and Zan Ning in the Song Dynasty compiled Buddhist histories and biographies of eminent monks, each in several volumes. Moreover, the Dharma - Master Bodhidharma, knowing from afar that the time was ripe in China, came from afar across tens of thousands of miles and specially imparted the special transmission outside the scriptures. After six generations of transmission, it reached Caoxi, and the Dharma flourished greatly. Then it was transmitted to Qingyuan, Nanyue, Mazu, and Shitou. Its branches spread and its sects multiplied, with the source deep and the tributaries abundant. It can be said that it reached the state of the Way. Then Baizhang came and established the regulations for the Buddhist monasteries. There were 1,700 cases of the teachings in the Dharma - halls, spreading all over the world. First, the Dharma - Master Daoyuan, the scholar Yang Dazhong, and the imperial son - in - law Li Zunxu compiled various records of the transmission of the lamp, each in several volumes. In our dynasty, Emperor Chengzu Wen, in his spare time from state affairs, selected the miraculous stories from the Buddhist histories and records of the transmission of the lamp and compiled a separate work called Biographies of Divine Monks, also in several volumes. Oh, what a grand event! Confucius wrote The Spring and Autumn Annals, which made the treacherous officials and rebellious sons tremble. Sima Qian wrote historical biographies, which made the unworthy people in the world ashamed. Now that our Buddhist community has such books, it will not only prevent the Buddhist monks from being like worms in the lion's body but also make them see the worthy and think of emulating them, understand the profound meaning beyond words, and avoid the loss of the Dharma. How can the influence be measured? However, the Buddhist histories started from the time of Emperor Ming of the Han Dynasty, and the records of the transmission of the lamp traced back to the Seven Buddhas, all ending in the Song Dynasty. Only the Biographies of Divine Monks ended with the Yuan Dynasty. Since the founding of our dynasty by Emperor Taizu Gao, the governance of the country has exceeded that of the Three Dynasties, and Buddhism has been more prosperous than in the Tang and Song Dynasties. But there are still few records in the Buddhist histories and records of the transmission of the lamp. It is really a pity. However, those with the ability among us don't care, and those with the ambition have no opportunity. Are the people in our dynasty really inferior to those in the Tang and Song Dynasties? I proofread and printed the Compilation of the Golden Dharma Defenders of the previous dynasties in the Gengzi year. This year, I compiled the contemporary defenders of the Dharma to make up for the deficiency. Occasionally, I found the records of many famous monks in the historical records and literary collections. So I happily recorded them. From the Southern Song Dynasty to the present, I have collected about several people and named it Biographies of Eminent Monks of the Ming Dynasty, so as to provide materials for future historians. That's all.  

Written in the auspicious morning of midsummer in the year of Dingsi, the Wanli reign of the Ming Dynasty, in the Prajna Hall of Lengyan Temple in Jiaxing.  
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Chapter 1: Translation of Buddhist Scriptures 
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Biography 1: The Monk Śārabha of Qingshou Temple in Yandu, Yuan Dynasty (La Wenbu Jialuosiba) 
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The monk Śārabha was from Jining in the Western Regions. Since childhood, he became a monk under the guidance of the Imperial Preceptor Phags - pa and learned various initiation rituals. He also studied the Mahayana and Hinayana under the master Zhulichi. At that time, there was a person named La Wenbu, who was proficient in the Yamantaka Tantra and was well - known in the esoteric Buddhism circle. Śārabha studied under him and mastered all his teachings. So he was good at speaking the Tibetan language, expounding wonderful Dharma, and understanding the languages of various countries. Later, recommended by the Imperial Preceptor Jialuosiba to Emperor Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty, he was ordered to translate the exoteric and esoteric Buddhist scriptures that were not yet translated in China, several parts of each. His translations were clear and well - reasoned, and he was specially given the title of "Greatly Eloquent and Widely Wise". At that time, although the Buddhist administrative institutions were prosperous, the discipline was gradually deteriorating. The officials could not safeguard the Dharma and resist external threats; instead, they caused harm to the monks. Whenever Emperor Shizu talked about this, he was extremely worried. So he selected capable people to rectify the situation. Therefore, the master was specially appointed as the General Administrator of Buddhism in Jiangsu, Zhejiang and other places. The emperor personally saw him off. After arriving in the South of the Yangtze River, he removed all the cumbersome regulations and advocated leniency. So the Buddhist temples far and near were able to live in peace. Later, he was transferred to Fujian and Guangdong. Because of his uprightness, dignity, and strictness, he often offended his colleagues. He once sighed and said, "What's wrong with the world? It's just that we humans are causing troubles to ourselves. The more officials the court appoints, the more troublesome the affairs in the world will be. How about Buddhism? Now the monks' sufferings come from nothing else but too many officials and troublesome affairs. It's really like having nine shepherds for ten sheep. How can one express all the grievances?" Then he made a suggestion to the court. With the imperial order, all the general administrators of Buddhism in various regions were removed, which made the whole country happy. The master then withdrew to Longdi, built a house, and planted trees, intending to spend the rest of his life there. In the Dazhong period, he was summoned to Yanjing again and was appointed as the Grand Master for Glorious Happiness and the Grand Minister of State. The Crown Prince and the princes often asked him about the essence of the Dharma. By imperial order, he was provided with accommodations in Qingshou Temple. All the scriptures he translated were published by the court. On the fifth day of the tenth month in the first year of the Yanyou reign, he fell ill. He was given ten thousand strings of cash, and the emperor ordered the Grand Commandant, the King of Shen, to take care of his medical treatment, but he declined. Finally, he sat upright facing the Buddha and passed away. The emperor mourned him sadly, provided funds for his burial, and sent an envoy to escort his body back to his hometown by post - horse and built a stupa for him.
It is said that the heyday of Buddhist scripture translation was in the Six Dynasties and the prosperous Tang Dynasty, with figures like Kumārajīva and Śikṣānanda. After the Five Dynasties and the Northern Song Dynasty, it gradually declined. Moreover, after Emperor Gaozong of the Song Dynasty crossed the Yangtze River and the Jurchens invaded the south, there was little time for such undertakings even in the brief intervals of peace after the Chunxi period. It was not until Emperor Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty unified China that the order for scripture translation was issued again. In our dynasty, since the founding of the Hongwu reign, as there were already a sufficient number of Tripitaka scriptures and no new missionaries like Moteng came, the practice of large - scale translation stopped. Now, only this person is found in the history of the Yuan Dynasty. It can be considered that this first chapter is not in vain, though it is barely so.  
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Chapter 2, Part 1: Explanation of Buddhist Doctrines 
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Biography 1: The Monk Jingzhen of Xingsheng Temple in Songjiang 
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The family name of the monk Jingzhen is unknown. He became a monk under the guidance of the Dharma master Ruoping at Xingsheng Temple in Songjiang and studied the Huayan School. In the third year of the Jiaxi reign, he visited various Buddhist temples in Zhejiang. Due to the collapse of the Qiantang River dam, the river flooded and caused disasters to the victims. The master presented a Buddhist verse to the Pacification Commissioner, the Grand Councillor Zhao, saying, "The sea is boiling and the river waters are connected. The people's houses are washed away, and they are more worried. I'll throw myself into the Dragon Palace directly to stop the surging waves that reach the sky." Then he threw himself into the sea and returned three days later. He told the residents, "I preached the Dharma in the Dragon Palace, and the dragon gods listened and accepted it. This dike will not collapse again." After saying that, he threw himself into the sea again. The Grand Councillor Zhao was grateful for his virtue and reported it to the court. By imperial order, he was given the title of Dharma Master Jingzhen, the Protector of the Country, and a shrine was established for him in the Meeting Shrine in Hangzhou.  
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Biography 2: The Monk Zujue of Zhongyan Temple in Meizhou 
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The monk Zujue, with the alias of Chian, was a son of the Yang family in Jiazhou. He was extremely intelligent from an early age and was solely fond of Buddhist scriptures. He thoroughly studied the doctrines of the Huayan School and grasped all its mysteries. Later, by imperial order, he took up the position at Zhongyan Temple in Meizhou. Scholars from all directions flocked to him like clouds gathering and rivers flowing. Every day, he was tireless in giving lectures in the Dharma - hall, instructing and guiding the later generations with utmost compassion. Under his influence, the Qingliang lineage of the Huayan School reached its peak. Besides his Dharma - teaching activities, he also studied extensively ancient and modern history books, the works of various philosophers, and all kinds of classic canons. He could recite after a single reading. He once compiled the Buddhist history of the Northern Song Dynasty, as well as works such as the Collection of Explanations on the Avataṃsaka Sūtra, Annotations on the Diamond Sūtra, and Rituals for the Water - Land Dharma Assembly, which were circulated in the world.  
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Biography 3: The Monk Ruona of Shangtianshu Temple in Lin'an 
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The monk Ruona was ordered to reside at Shangtianshu Temple. He often led a thousand disciples and greatly promoted the doctrines of the Threefold Contemplation, the Ten Stages of Practice, the Five - fold Teaching, and the Six Degrees of Identity. His eloquence was like an out - pouring river. He was truly one of the Four Reliable Ones of his time. In the third year of the Chunxi reign of the Southern Song Dynasty, Emperor Gaozong visited Shangtianshu Temple and intended to pay homage to the Bodhisattva. Ruona greeted him. Emperor Gaozong asked, "Should I bow to the Bodhisattva or not?" Ruona replied, "If you don't bow, each of you claims to be the most honorable. If you bow, you show mutual respect." Emperor Gaozong happily bowed. The emperor also asked the meaning of performing the Golden Light Repentance Ritual every year. Ruona said, "In the past, the Buddha expounded the Golden Light Samadhi to the Four Heavenly Kings of the Devas and instructed them to protect the country and the people. Later, the patriarchs established this repentance ritual, and the monks perform it at the beginning of each year to pray for the country's blessings. It is a grand ceremony in prosperous times." After hearing this, the emperor appointed Ruona as the Monk Registrar of the Right Street and gave him money to carry out his religious activities. In the next year, on the eighth day of the fourth month, the emperor summoned Ruona to lead fifty monks into the inner meditation hall to practice the Golden Light Samadhi for the protection of the country. After the imperial banquet, Ruona ascended the seat to expound the Dharma. The emperor asked, "The Buddhist Dharma is indeed wonderful, but where do so many scriptures come from?" Ruona answered, "It is like this for the original teachings." Emperor Gaozong was greatly pleased and promoted Ruona to be the Monk Registrar of the Left Street, giving him the title of Dharma Master Huiguang. From then on, every year on this day, he was summoned to the palace to conduct Buddhist ceremonies and was given fifty bolts of silk. In the eighth month of the seventh year, Ruona was summoned to the palace. After the imperial banquet and Dharma - speaking, his words met the emperor's wishes, and he received extraordinary favor and grace.  
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Biography 4: The Monk Liaoran of Bailian Temple in Taizhou 
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The monk Liaoran, with the style name Zhiyong, became a monk at Bailian Temple in the prefecture. He gave lectures on the Tiantai School's teachings and contemplations for more than twenty years, inspiring later - generation learners and quietly cultivating pure deeds. He ate only one meal a day and often sat in meditation until dawn. One night, he had a dream. Two dragons were frolicking in the clouds in the sky and suddenly transformed into divine beings. They descended from the sky to visit the master and took out a book from their sleeves, saying, "You will pass away and head west in seven days." When Liaoran awoke, he knew it was a sign of his rebirth. So he beat the drum to gather the crowd, ascended the seat to expound the Dharma, and made a will for his post - death affairs. Then he wrote a verse, saying, "Thanks to the power of Buddha - recitation, I will be reborn in the Pure Land. All of you should not be idle." Immediately, he asked for a bath and changed his clothes, and ordered the crowd to chant the Amitābha Sūtra in unison. When it came to the description of the Western Paradise, he suddenly passed away. Everyone heard the sounds of celestial music filling the air, and auspicious light shining in the sky.  
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Biography 5: The Monk Liaoxuan of Baolin Temple in Mingzhou (Shanrong) 
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The monk Liaoxuan was from Siming. He studied at Baolin Temple. Admiring the prosperity of Nanhu, he went there. He thoroughly studied the doctrines of the Threefold Contemplation and the Ten Stages of Practice, and read the Tripitaka, understanding the general meanings of all scriptures. He practiced the Dharma - Flower Repentance Ritual for twenty - seven years. He was on good terms with the monk Shanrong as like - minded friends. Whenever he made progress in cultivation, he would always be with Shanrong. Shanrong once wrote the Dharma - Flower Sūtra, the Śūraṅgama Sūtra, the Vimalakīrti Nirdeśa Sūtra, the Avataṃsaka Mahāvaipulya Sūtra and other scriptures in gold letters, and Liaoxuan also offered assistance. When there was a Western - Land - Aid Assembly, they would distribute hand - painted ink paintings of the Avalokiteśvara Bodhisattva. The two made a vow to be reborn together. Every time they expounded the Dharma, they earnestly advised people to aspire for rebirth in the Pure Land, and many people followed them in chanting the Buddha's name. One day, Liaoxuan went to Shanrong's room and sat silently. Shanrong deliberately asked him, and he replied, "My time to head west is approaching. I can't forget our friendship. We'll meet again in the Pure Land." Shanrong said, "That's exactly what I'm hoping for." Liaoxuan then gathered the crowd to bid farewell, ordered them to chant scriptures and the Buddha's name, sat upright, and wrote a verse, saying, "Forget about the nature and appearance; there's no attachment to the One and the Three. When the wind of karma stops, there's great auspiciousness." He clasped his palms and passed away. It was the height of summer at that time. His coffin was placed for seven days. His face was rosy, and there was a little saliva at the corner of his mouth. When onlookers wiped it with a handkerchief, a strange fragrance filled the air. The gentry and common people from the whole city came to wipe the fragrant saliva, and the saliva became more abundant. After cremation, countless relics were found. Three years after Liaoxuan's passing, Shanrong suddenly distributed scriptures and images to relatives and friends, chanted the Sūtra on the Practices of Samantabhadra and the Smaller Amitābha Sūtra, and asked everyone to chant the Buddha's name together. Sitting cross - legged, he said, "I'm going to fulfill my promise to Master Liaoxuan." After saying that, he passed away quietly.  
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Biography 6: The Monk Xingcheng of Shangtianshu Temple in Hangzhou during the Yuan Dynasty (Yunmengze) 

[image: ]


The monk Xingcheng, styled Zhantang and also known as Yuexi, was a son of the Sun family in Kuaiji, Shaoxing. His father was Sun Man and his mother was Mrs. Jiang. She dreamed that the sun wheel fell from the sky. When she woke up, the sunlight still shone on her couch, and then the master was born. At the age of four, he often playfully picked up a pen to draw Buddha images. When he was given Buddhist scriptures, he could recite them immediately as if he had studied them in previous lives. In the Bingzi year of the Zhiyuan era of the Yuan Dynasty, he went to the Precept Master Shu at Shimen to have his hair shaved and received the complete precepts. The Precept Master Shu said that the precepts were the foundation of the Buddhas of the three periods, so he taught Xingcheng to explore the Vinaya Pitaka and understand the meanings of the obstructive and natural, single and double, prohibitive and active, and transgressive aspects of the precepts. In the Yiyou year, he followed the Venerable Xiagong, the Buddha - Seer, to study the Tiantai School's teachings and contemplations. He visited the Dharma Master Yunmengze at Pufu Temple in South Tianzhu. Yunmengze highly regarded him at first sight. He successively held important positions in the monastery. Since Guoqing Temple in Tiantai, which was originally a Tiantai - School lecture temple, was later changed to a Chan temple, he traveled thousands of miles to the capital and reported in detail the history of the temple's establishment and the original system. Emperor Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty issued an imperial edict to restore it. Later, he wanted to cross the Yalu River to visit Goryeo to search for lost Tiantai scriptures but gave up the plan upon hearing that there were troubles in that country. In the Bisi year of the Dade era, he took up the position at East Tianzhu Temple in Hangzhou. In the Dingwei year, there was a severe drought in Wuyue. The master led the crowd to expound the Dharma and pray for rain, and the prayer was answered. During the famine, many people died without proper burials, so he buried the remains and held a Water - Land Dharma Assembly for their salvation. In the Wushen year of the Zhida era, he moved to Yanfu Temple in South Tianzhu. In the Xinyou year of the Zhizhi era, he was summoned to the capital by post - horse. The emperor asked him questions about the Dharma in the Mingren Hall and ordered him to reside in Qingta Temple to proofread the Tripitaka. When the emperor visited Wenshu Pavilion, he was introduced and greeted. The emperor bestowed several volumes of scriptures such as the Sūtra of the Buddha of Infinite Life. After the work was completed, he asked to return home and was specially given a gold - brocaded robe. Just as he was about to leave, there was suddenly an imperial order to hold a grand Water - Land Non - Discriminatory Dharma Assembly at Bailian Temple. At that time, the Prime Minister, the Loyal and Dutiful Prince of Dongping, invited him to ascend the seat to expound the Dharma. The emperor heard about it and bestowed even more generous gifts, giving him the title of Dharma Master Fohai. In the Jiazǐ year of the Taiding era, he took up the position at Shangtianshu Temple. In the ninth year, on the first day of the sixth month of the Renwu year of the Zhishun era, he suddenly beat the drum to gather the crowd and said, "I have lived in famous mountains three times for more than thirty years. My own practice has not been beneficial, and my worldly ties are limited. Although I'm ashamed of my incompetence, I may still be able to follow in the footsteps of the ancient virtuous ones." Then he simply left and returned to the Cloud - Outside Studio in Tianzhu. More than a year later, he returned to Foguo Temple in Yue. He was determined to practice the Pure Land and practiced the One - Minded Threefold Contemplation for seven days and nights, and often had auspicious signs. One morning, when the crowd greeted him as usual, the master suddenly bowed and said, "If the old monk hadn't stepped back in time, he would have been stuck halfway for twelve years. There may be a today but perhaps no tomorrow. How can we waste time? Please check my robes and alms - bowl to show the impermanence of all things." The crowd wanted to chant the Buddha's name for him, but he stopped them, saying, "One must chant the Buddha's name by oneself. Come and see me off tomorrow morning." At dawn, when the crowd gathered, he sat upright and passed away. He lived for seventy - eight years and had been a monk for sixty - four summers. His coffin was kept for seven days, and his appearance was as if he were still alive. His whole body was buried in the Qingtai Pagoda Courtyard. His works include Annotations on the Diamond Sūtra, Annotations on the Heart Sūtra for Disaster - Elimination, Annotations on the Amitābha Sūtra, and Outlines of the Sūtra of the Rājā - Pramardana and the Sūtra of the Cintāmaṇi - Cakra - Dharani, all of which were circulated in the world.  
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Biography 7: The Monk Mengrun of Xiatianshu Temple in Hangzhou (Biography of Guyuan and Zhutang) 
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The monk Mengrun, styled Yugang, was from Haiyan in Jiahe and his surname was Gu. His father, Gu Min, was a reclusive gentleman. His mother, Mrs. Sun, was the niece of the Dharma Master Guyuan Qing. Both during pregnancy and at the time of his birth, his mother had strange dreams. When Mengrun was fourteen, he followed Guyuan at Bailian Temple in the prefecture. When he first paid homage to the temple god, the clay statues all fell down, which amazed everyone. Guyuan taught him scriptures, and he could recite them immediately. So Guyuan ordered him to have his hair shaved by Master Xiang and receive the complete precepts. Seeing his sharpness and quick - wittedness, Guyuan taught him books such as the Tiantai Zhiguan, the Vajra Spike, and the Ten Non - Duality Gates, and he could understand the general meanings. When Guyuan passed away, he served the Dharma Master Zhutang Chuan to complete his studies. Due to hard study, he suffered from a strange illness. He practiced the Repentance Ritual to the Avalokiteśvara Bodhisattva for forty - nine days and got a spiritual response. His illness was cured, and his mind became even clearer and sharper. Then he was allowed to share the Dharma - seat at Yanfu Temple in South Tianzhu. When the Dharma Master Zhantang Cheng came to preside over the temple, Mengrun was the first - seat monk. Soon, he left to take charge of Dezang Temple in Danghu, Haiyan. During the summer, he expounded the Dharma - Flower Sūtra. There were often a thousand people in the audience, and even butchers and wine - sellers changed their occupations. The auspicious signs were countless. He then moved to Yanfu Temple, and the religious atmosphere there became even more prosperous. After six years, he left the temple and lived in seclusion at Bailian Hermitage on Fenghuang Ridge in Longjing, concentrating on the Samadhi of Buddha - recitation. More and more people came to follow him. The Xuanzheng Yuan forced him to take up the Dharma - seat at Xiatianshu Temple. The temple had just suffered a fire, and only the Samantabhadra Hall stood intact in the midst of thorns and rubble. He then sighed and said to the crowd, "This temple was established by Ciyun. Now that the hall still exists, it means the vows of the patriarchs are still effective." So he renovated and renewed the temple step by step. He expounded the Dharma day and night without getting tired and led the crowd to practice the Dharma - Flower Samadhi. He felt the Samantabhadra Bodhisattva emit light and show various auspicious signs. After staying there for three years, one day he called his disciples Shifa and Mingce and others to explain the essence of calming the mind in the Zhiguan. Then he said, "My time in this life is almost over. Now is the time." He suddenly chanted the Buddha's name hundreds of times and then passed away peacefully. Throughout his life, Mengrun practiced diligently day and night. He practiced the Constant - Practice Samadhi for nine - day periods seven times. He practiced the Dharma - Flower, Golden Light, Great Compassion, and Pure - Land Samadhis for forty - nine - day periods countless times. Therefore, his hidden virtues and secret practices and the profound realizations he achieved were not easy to fathom.  
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Biography 8: The Monk Zhenjing of Shangtianshu Temple in Hangzhou (Wujidu) 
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The monk Zhenjing, styled Ruan, was a son of the Yao family in Huating, Yunjian. His mother, Mrs. Zhu, dreamed that the moon rose from the sea and fell into her bosom. When she woke up, she was pregnant. At the time of his birth, the room was filled with auspicious light. A strange monk passed by, pointed at the baby, and said to his mother, "This child is the reincarnation of the Dharma Master Haiyue." At the age of nine, he followed the Dharma Master Mingjingzhi at Huacheng Temple. When he was taught the Dharma - Flower Sūtra, he could recite it after hearing it once. At the age of sixteen, he was ordained. He extensively studied various Buddhist teachings, and his innate wisdom suddenly blossomed. He was confident in his understanding of Buddhist nature. First, he visited the Venerable Yunmengze at Guangfu Temple in Hangzhou. Hearing that the Dharma Master Wujidu's influence was greatly spreading, he went to his place and learned all his teachings. During the Dade era of the Yuan Dynasty, he took charge of Dezang Temple in Haiyan, succeeding Wujidu. The temple was then in ruins. Zhenjing tried his best to support and restore it. The scattered congregation gathered again, and the fields that had been seized by powerful families were returned. In just a few years, the temple regained its former glory. In the Zhizhi era, he moved to Chaoguo Temple in Songjiang. In the Jichou year of the Taiding era, the Yuan
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