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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College games of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

[image: Clemson Flashback: Tigers beat Nebraska to win first national championship  | The Clemson Insider]
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​Clemson Tigers
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[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Clemson.gif]Consistently ranked among the most elite college football programs in the United States, the team is known for its storied history, distinctive helmet, fight song, and colors, as well as the many traditions associated with the school. Formed in 1896, the program has over 750 wins and has achieved three consensus Division I Football National Championships in the modern era and were College Football Playoff National Championship Finalists in 2015, 2016, 2018, and 2019, winning the championship game over the Alabama Crimson Tide for the 2016 and 2018 seasons. Clemson has had 6 undefeated seasons, 5 consecutive College Football Playoff appearances, 25 conference championships, 8 divisional titles, and has produced over 100 All-Americans, 17 Academic All-Americans and over 250 NFL players. Clemson has had seven members inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame including former players Banks McFadden, Terry Kinard, Jeff Davis, and former coaches John Heisman, Jess Neely, Frank Howard, and Danny Ford.

Clemson's streak of nine consecutive 10 win seasons ranks second in active streaks behind the Alabama Crimson Tide. The Tigers have had 16 seasons with 10 wins or more, 10 of them with 11 to 12 wins or more by the end of the postseason. With 25 total conference titles, Clemson is one of the founding members of the ACC, and holds 19 ACC titles, the most of any member, and holds the most combined conference football titles of any Atlantic Coast Conference school. The Tigers' most recent ACC championships were won "five in a row" from 2015 to 2019, the latter with a 12–0 regular season and a 62–17 win over the Virginia Cavaliers.

[image: Former Clemson, Steelers' star still battling for his life | The Clemson  Insider]Among its eight undefeated regular seasons, Clemson was crowned poll-era National Champions and finished with its third perfect season with a win over Nebraska in the 48th Orange Bowl and was the National Championship Finalist Runner-up with a 14–1 record in 2015. The following season, Clemson won the National Title over #1 Alabama in college football's first National Championship rematch in 2016, and again in 2018. The Tigers have 46 bowl appearances, 20 of which are among the New Year's Six Bowls, including 9 during the "Big Four" era. Clemson has finished in the Final Top 25 rankings 34 times in the modern era and finished in either the AP or Coaches Polls a combined 59 times since 1939. Since 1977, Clemson has had only four losing seasons.

The Tigers play their home games in Memorial Stadium on the university's Clemson, South Carolina campus. The stadium is also known as "Death Valley" after a Presbyterian College head coach gave it the moniker in 1948 due to the many defeats his teams suffered there. Currently, it is the 15th largest stadium in college football.
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Traditions
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[image: Howard's Rock remember when anyone could touch it! Glad to have lived in  Clemson in the old days! | Clemson university tigers, Clemson, Death valley  clemson]Howard’s Rock 

In the early 1960s, the rock was given to then head Coach Frank Howard by a friend, Samuel Columbus Jones (Clemson Class of 1919). It was presented to Howard by Jones, saying "Here's a rock from Death Valley, California, to Death Valley, South Carolina." Howard didn't think anything else about the rock and it was used as a door stop in his office for several years. In September 1966, while cleaning out his office, Howard noticed the rock and told IPTAY executive director Gene Willimon, "Take this rock and throw it over the fence or out in the ditch...do something with it but get it out of my office." Willimon had the rock placed on a pedestal at the top of the east endzone hill that the team ran down to enter the field for games. On September 24, 1966, the first time Clemson players ran by the rock, they beat conference rival Virginia, 40–35. Howard, seizing on the motivational potential of "The Rock", told his players, "Give me 110% or keep your filthy hands off of my rock." The team started rubbing the Rock for the first game of 1967, which was a 23–6 waxing of ACC foe Wake Forest. 

As a result, it is now a tradition for the Clemson Army ROTC to protect the Rock for the 24 hours prior to the Clemson-South Carolina game when held in Death Valley. ROTC cadets keep a steady drum cadence around the rock prior to the game, which can be heard across the campus. Part of the tradition comes after unknown parties vandalized the Rock prior to the 1992 South Carolina-Clemson game.

[image: Clemson Mailbag: Do the Tigers practice running down the hill? – The  Athletic]Running down the Hill 

Probably the most highly publicized tradition of the Clemson Tigers football team is the entrance, which Brent Musburger referred to as "The Most Exciting 25 seconds in College Football." Running down "The Hill" originally started out of practicality. Before the west stands were built, the football team dressed across the street at Fike Field House and ran from there to the gate and down the hill onto the field. Now, after exiting the stadium on the west side, the players load into 2 buses which, escorted by police officers, make their way around the stadium to the east side where The Hill is located. This scene is shown on the JumboTron inside the stadium. When the buses arrive at the east side the players get out and gather at the top of the hill and stand around Howard's Rock; once most of the players are out of the buses and ready to go a cannon sounds; the band begins to play Tiger Rag, and the players make their way down the hill. The spelling out of C-L-E-M-S-O-N during this Tiger Rag is one of, if not the, loudest times it will be spelled out during the game.
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[image: Tailgating Together: Welcome, Louisville. The ACC, and Clemson in  particular, welcomes you! |]Gathering at the Paw 

One of the most criticized and misunderstood traditions in all of college football is Clemson's "Gathering At The Paw." After every home football game, fans are allowed to come onto the field to sing the alma mater and gather around the center of the field. While many say it's "rushing" the field, in truth it's more of a gathering as there is a clock that tells fans when they can come onto the field. There is time given for players and coaches to get off the field. It is done after every home game, win or lose.

The Graveyard

The Graveyard is a mock cemetery near the football practice fields that features tombstones commemorating Clemson's victories over ranked opponents on the road.

[image: First Friday Parade - Clemson University]First Friday Parade 

The Clemson football season kicks off each year with the annual First Friday Parade. The once a year event takes place on the Friday afternoon prior to the first home football game. Floats from various fraternities and sororities and other campus organizations are represented in the parade that rolls down main street in Clemson. The parade culminates at the Amphitheater in the middle of campus where the first Pep Rally of the year takes place. The Grand Marshal of the Parade is featured at the Pep Rally. Recent Grand Marshals have ranged from current PGA professional Dillard Pruitt to College Football Hall of Fame legends Jess Neely and Frank Howard, to noted television announcers Brent Musburger and Ara Parseghian.

​
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Clemson Tigers retired numbers
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	Number

	Name

	Years

	Position

	Year retired


	4

	Steve Fuller

	1975–1978

	QB

	1979


	66

	Banks McFadden

	1937–1939

	HB

	1987


	28

	C. J. Spiller

	2006–2009

	RB

	2010
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​College Football Hall of Fame
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	Name

	Years

	Position

	Inducted


	John Heisman

	1900–1903

	Head coach

	1954


	Banks McFadden

	1937–1939

	RB

	1959


	Jess Neely

	1931–1939

	Head coach

	1971


	Frank Howard

	1940–1969

	Head coach

	1989


	Terry Kinard

	1978–1982

	Safety

	2001


	Jeff Davis

	1978–1981

	Linebacker

	2007


	Danny Ford

	1978–1989

	Head coach

	2017




​
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National awards - Players
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	CBS/Chevrolet Defensive Player of the Year

	Archie Griffin Award


	Terry Kinard (1982)

	Deshaun Watson (2015)


	Ted Hendricks Award

	Trevor Lawrence (2018)


	Da'Quan Bowers (2010)

	Davey O'Brien Award


	Clelin Ferrell (2018)

	Deshaun Watson (2015, 2016)


	Bronko Nagurski Trophy

	Manning Award


	Da'Quan Bowers (2010)

	Deshaun Watson (2015, 2016)


	John Mackey Award

	Chic Harley Award


	Dwayne Allen (2011)

	Deshaun Watson (2016)


	Freshman of the Year

	Bobby Bowden Award


	Sammy Watkins (2011)

	Deshaun Watson (2016)


	Trevor Lawrence (2018)

	Hunter Renfrow (2018)





	Johnny Unitas Award


	Deshaun Watson (2016)


	Jack Lambert Award


	Ben Boulware (2016)


	Bill Willis Trophy


	Christian Wilkins (2017)


	William V. Campbell Trophy


	Christian Wilkins (2018)


	Burlsworth Trophy


	Hunter Renfrow (2018)


	Butkus Award


	Isaiah Simmons (2019)




National awards - Coaches


	AFCA Coach of the Year

	Frank Broyles Award


	Danny Ford (1981)

	Brent Venables (2016)


	Dabo Swinney (2015)

	Tony Elliott (2017)


	AFCA Assistant Coach of the Year

	Grant Teaff Award


	Chad Morris (2013)

	Dabo Swinney (2014)


	Dan Brooks (2016)

	Home Depot Coach of the Year


	AP Coach of the Year

	Dabo Swinney (2015)


	Dabo Swinney (2015)

	Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year


	Bobby Dodd Coach of the Year

	Danny Ford (1981)


	Dabo Swinney (2011)

	Paul "Bear" Bryant Award


	
	Dabo Swinney (2015, 2016, 2018)
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Coaches


	George Munger Award


	Dabo Swinney (2015)


	Sporting News College Coach of the Year


	Dabo Swinney (2015)


	Walter Camp Coach of the Year


	Dabo Swinney (2015)


	Woody Hayes Trophy


	Danny Ford (1981)


	Dabo Swinney (2018)
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​1st Team All-Americans
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	Year(s)

	Name

	#
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	Pos.

	
	Year(s)

	Name

	#
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	Pos.


	1967

	Harry Olszewski

	51

	G

	
	2006†

	Gaines Adams

	93

	DL


	1974

	Bennie Cunningham

	85

	TE

	
	2009†

	C. J. Spiller

	28

	KR/AP


	1979

	Jim Stuckey

	83

	DL

	
	2010†

	Da'Quan Bowers

	93

	DL


	1981

	Jeff Davis

	45

	LB

	
	2011

	Dwayne Allen

	83

	TE


	1981–1982†

	Terry Kinard

	43

	DB

	
	2013–2014

	Vic Beasley

	3

	DL


	1983

	William Perry

	66

	DL

	
	2015

	Deshaun Watson

	4

	QB


	1986

	Terrence Flagler

	33

	RB

	
	2015

	Shaq Lawson

	90

	DL


	1987

	David Treadwell

	18

	PK

	
	2018

	Clelin Ferrell

	99

	DL


	1988

	Donnell Woolford

	20

	DB

	
	2018

	Mitch Hyatt

	75

	OL


	1990

	Stacy Long

	67

	OL

	
	2018†

	Christian Wilkins

	42

	DL


	1991

	Jeb Flesch

	59

	OL

	
	2019†

	Isaiah Simmons

	11

	LB


	1991

	Levon Kirkland

	44

	LB

	
	2019

	John Simpson

	74

	OL


	1993

	Stacy Seegars

	79

	OL

	
	2020

	Travis Etienne

	9

	AP


	1997

	Anthony Simmons

	41

	LB

	
	2022

	Tyler Davis

	13

	DT


	2000

	Keith Adams

	43

	LB

	
	2022

	Jeremiah Trotter Jr.

	54

	LB


	2005

	Tye Hill

	8

	DB

	
	2023

	Jeremiah Trotter Jr.

	54

	LB




––––––––
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​
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Bowl Games
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Clemson has played in 51 Bowl Games {Postseason} and has a 27-24 record

	12/21/2024

	#13 CLEMSON

	vs

	#5 TEXAS

	L

	CFP 1st Round


	12/29/2023

	CLEMSON

	vs

	KENTUCKY

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/30/2022

	#10 CLEMSON {11-3}

	vs

	#6 TENNESSEE {11-2}

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/29/2021

	#19 CLEMSON {10-3}

	vs

	IOWA STATE {7-6}

	W

	Cheez-It Bowl


	1/1/2021

	#2 CLEMSON (10-2)

	vs

	#3 OHIO STATE (7-0)

	L

	Sugar Bowl (National Semifinal)


	1/13/2020

	#3 CLEMSON (14-1)

	vs

	#1 LSU (15-0)

	L

	CFB Championship Game


	12/28/2019

	#3 CLEMSON (14-0)

	vs

	#2 OHIO STATE (13-1)

	W

	Fiesta Bowl (National Semi-Final)


	1/7/2019

	#2 CLEMSON (15-0)

	vs

	#1 ALABAMA (14-1)

	W

	CFB Championship Game


	12/29/2018

	#2 CLEMSON (14-0)

	vs

	#3 NOTRE DAME (12-1)

	W

	Cotton Bowl {National Semifinal}


	1/1/2018

	#1 CLEMSON (12-2)

	vs

	#4 ALABAMA (12-1)

	L

	Sugar Bowl (National Semifinal)


	1/9/2017

	#1 CLEMSON (14-1)

	vs

	#2 ALABAMA (14-1)

	W

	CFB Championship Game


	12/31/2016

	#2 CLEMSON (13-1)

	vs

	#3 OHIO STATE (11-2)

	W

	Fiesta Bowl (National Semi-Final)


	1/11/2016

	#1 CLEMSON (14-1)

	vs

	#2 ALABAMA (14-1)

	L

	CFB Championship Game


	12/31/2015

	#1 CLEMSON (14-0)

	vs

	#4 OKLAHOMA (11-2)

	W

	Orange Bowl (National Semi-Final)


	12/29/2014

	#18 CLEMSON (10-3)

	vs

	OKLAHOMA (8-5)

	W

	Russell Athletic Bowl


	1/3/2014

	#12 CLEMSON (11-2)

	vs

	#7 OHIO STATE (12-2)

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/2012

	#15 CLEMSON (11-2)

	vs

	#9 LSU (10-3)

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl


	1/4/2012

	#14 CLEMSON (10-4)

	vs

	#23 WEST VIRGINIA (10-3)

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/2010

	CLEMSON (6-7)

	vs

	SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5)

	L

	Meineke Car Care Bowl


	12/27/2009

	CLEMSON (9-5)

	vs

	KENTUCKY (7-6)

	W

	Music City Bowl


	1/1/2009

	CLEMSON (7-6)

	vs

	NEBRASKA (9-4)

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/31/2007

	#16 CLEMSON (9-4)

	vs

	#21 AUBURN (9-4)

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl


	12/29/2006

	CLEMSON (8-5)

	vs

	KENTUCKY (8-5)

	L

	Music City Bowl


	12/27/2005

	#23 CLEMSON (8-4)

	vs

	COLORADO (7-6)

	W

	Champs Sports Bowl


	1/2/2004

	CLEMSON (9-4)

	vs

	#6 TENNESSEE (10-3)

	W

	Peach Bowl


	12/23/2002

	CLEMSON (7-6)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (9-5)

	L

	Tangerine Bowl


	12/31/2001

	CLEMSON (7-5)

	vs

	LOUISIANA TECH (7-5)

	W

	Humanitarian Bowl


	1/1/2001

	#16 CLEMSON (9-3)

	vs

	#6 VIRGINIA TECH (11-1)

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/30/1999

	CLEMSON (6-6)

	vs

	#15 MISSISSIPPI STATE (10-2)

	L

	Peach Bowl


	1/2/1998

	CLEMSON (7-5)

	vs

	#13 AUBURN (10-3)

	L

	Peach Bowl


	12/28/1996

	CLEMSON (7-5)

	vs

	#17 LSU (10-2)

	L

	Peach Bowl


	1/1/1996

	#23CLEMSON (8-4)

	vs

	SYRACUSE (9-3)

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/31/1993

	#23 CLEMSON (9-3)

	vs

	KENTUCKY (6-6)

	W

	Peach Bowl


	1/1/1992

	#13 CLEMSON (9-2-1)

	vs

	#14 CALIFORNIA (10-2)

	L

	Citrus Bowl


	1/1/1991

	#14 CLEMSON (10-2)

	vs

	#16 ILLINOIS (8-4)

	W

	Hall of Fame Bowl


	12/30/1989

	#14 CLEMSON (10-2)

	vs

	#17 WEST VIRGINIA (8-3-1)

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/2/1989

	#9 CLEMSON (10-2)

	vs

	#10 OKLAHOMA (9-3)

	W

	Citrus Bowl


	1/1/1988

	#14 CLEMSON (10-2)

	vs

	#20 PENN STATE (8-4)

	W

	Citrus Bowl


	12/27/1986

	#21 CLEMSON (8-2-2)

	vs

	#20 STANFORD (8-4)

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/21/1985

	CLEMSON (6-6)

	vs

	MINNESOTA (7-5)

	L

	Independence Bowl


	1/1/1982

	#1 CLEMSON (12-0)

	vs

	#4 NEBRASKA (9-3)

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/1979

	#18 CLEMSON (8-4)

	vs

	#19 BAYLOR (8-4)

	L

	Peach Bowl


	12/29/1978

	#7 CLEMSON (11-1)

	vs

	#20 OHIO STATE (7-4-1)

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/30/1977

	#11 CLEMSON (8-3-1)

	vs

	#10 PITTSBURGH (9-2-1)

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/19/1959

	#11 CLEMSON (9-2)

	vs

	#7 TCU (8-3)

	W

	Bluebonnet Bowl


	1/1/1959

	#12 CLEMSON (8-3)

	vs

	#1 LSU (11-0)

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1957

	#19 CLEMSON (7-2-2)

	vs

	#20 COLORADO (8-2-1)

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1952

	#19 CLEMSON (8-3)

	vs

	MIAMI (8-3)

	L

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/1951

	#10 CLEMSON (9-0-1)

	vs

	#15 MIAMI (9-1-1)

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1949

	#11 CLEMSON (11-0)

	vs

	MISSOURI (8-3)

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/1940

	#12 CLEMSON (9-1)

	vs

	#11 BOSTON COLLEGE (9-2)

	W

	Cotton Bowl
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​​Former Stadiums and Field
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[image: CLEMSON VAULT: Bowman Field]Bowman Field {1900-1914} 

The field in front of the “Main Building” served as home of Clemson’s early football, baseball, track and even basketball teams. It was named in honor of Randolph T. V. Bowman (August 1, 1875-April 14, 1899). He was an instructor in forge and foundry at Clemson from February 1895 to April 1899, just after the college opened in 1889.  Bowman was best known for his association with college athletics, serving as the first baseball coach and one of the first assistant football coaches. Bowman was credited with clearing parts of the area in front of the “Main Building” (Tillman Hall) and making it suitable to play baseball and other sports.  Bowman, who served as the first baseball coach, died at the young age of 23 in 1899.  The college was devastated and saddened by this loss. It was decided shortly after his death to name the area in front of Tillman Hall, Bowman Field in 1899 in his honor.  In a resolution, signed by Walter Merritt Riggs, Shack Shealy and J.F. Sullivan dated April 20, 1899, representing the football Association of Clemson College, it petitioned the President of Clemson College, Henry Hartzog to bestow, officially upon the new drill and athletic field, the name of Bowman Field.  Apparently, he agreed, and it has been known as Bowman Field ever since. 

[image: File:Main Building and Bowman Field (Clemson College Annual 1907).png -  Wikimedia Commons]Clemson’s first home football game was played on this field on October 20, 1898.  Clemson defeated Bingham 55-0 as W.C. Forsythe kicked every PAT (11).  Bowman was an assistant coach for Clemson and even helped referee the game. On May 12, 1906, in the Tigers’ first-ever home track meet, Clemson defeated Georgia 59-49 on Bowman field.   The meet came down to the last event, the Mile Run.  Bleachers were emptied as the crowd lined the circuit.  Clemson won the mile run and the contest by 10 points.  Of the 12 events contested, Clemson won eight that day. The Tigers’ Track Team won the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA) Track and Field Meet on Bowman Field on May 14, 1910.  Clemson’s Norman Byrd was the star in this meet as he won the 100-yard dash, the 440-yard dash, and the running broad jump. On March 9, 1912, Clemson defeated Wofford 56-13 in the Tigers’ first-ever home basketball game.  James Erwin scored 30 points in this match.  It is thought that this game too was played on Bowman Field. This field is where the legendary John Heisman coached the Tigers’ football and baseball teams in 1900-1903.  Doc Ezell also pitched Clemson’s first no hitter in a 5-0 victory over Erskine on Bowman Field on April 15, 1913. It was also home to four Clemson SIAA Championship football teams, 1900, 1902, 1903 and 1906.  The SIAA comprised of many SEC and ACC teams and at one point even Texas and Texas A&M were members. It is hard to imagine the countless number of people who have used and visited Bowman Field over the years, whether it was for intercollegiate athletic competition, military drills, relaxing under the brilliant South Carolina sunshine, homecoming activities, or playing intramural sports. However, one thing is for certain, it has been an area that has and will continue to be an iconic place that has served and will continue to serve Clemson University for generations to come.

Riggs Field {1915-1941}

[image: Clemson to Celebrate 100th Anniversary of Historic Riggs Field – Clemson  Tigers Official Athletics Site]Riggs Field was dedicated on October 2, 1915, as Clemson and Davidson fought to a 6-6 deadlock in football. Named for Walter Merrit Riggs, Clemson’s president from 1910-1924, and the University’s first football coach, Riggs Field has been a friendly home to various Clemson athletic teams, dating back to 1915. Clemson’s football team compiled a 57-17-6 record during its 27 years at Riggs Field, while the men’s soccer team’s current record here is an amazing 241-44-19 (.824). The Lady Tigers are 38-8-2 (.813) in their four years of existence. The baseball team won 70 percent of its games there when the baseball diamond was part of the complex.

[image: File:Riggs Field-1 (Taps 1917).png - Wikimedia Commons]The Gala Day was declared for the dedication of the new athletic grounds. Riggs Field was dedicated prior to the football game with Davidson College. A parade to the field formed in front of the main building at 3 p.m. led, in this order, by the Cadet Band, speakers, Athletic Council, Alumni, faculty, and the Corps of Cadets. "Upon entering Riggs Field, the body took a 'C' formation and poured forth a thrilling volume of patriotic Tiger yells and songs."  Presentation of the field to the Corps of Cadets by Dr. Walter Merritt Riggs followed. Prof. J. W. Gantt, President of the Athletic Association, introduced Dr. Riggs as "the man who has done more for the athletics at Clemson and probably more for Southern athletics than any other man." "In presenting the field to the corps of cadets, Dr. Riggs said in part; 'This magnificent field is a token of recognition by the Trustees of Clemson College of the importance of military and athletic training for the cadets. It is to be a place for the teaching of the principles of teamwork and fair play. On the crest of the hill stands the main Building which represents the intellectual side of life. In the immediate foreground we see the Textile Building. Here the brain and hands are trained to work together. Just to our left is the magnificent new Y. M. C. A. Building, standing for the development of spirit, mind, and body. In the immediate vicinity behind us are the churches, which are agents in the influence of our spiritual natures. This large and beautiful athletic field is to stand for the development of the physical man, and, whether in real work or in play it is hoped that this field will be used as an agency in the developing of high and honorable men.'"  Prof. Gantt introduces Mr. H. C. Tillman, Class of 1903 and President of the Clemson Alumni Association, who then christens the new playing field. Stated Tillman, "Students who have been and are to be, no matter how much we love other things, we love our athletic field best. Therefore, this field should be named for him who has done most for our athletics. Dr. Riggs is not only the father of athletics at Clemson but has coached our teams. It is not alone for gratitude, but for a sense of love and esteem that we name this field. May it bring victory to the Tigers' lair, and may it be represented by the honor and spirit Dr. Riggs has always shown.
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Memorial Stadium {1942-Present}

[image: Memorial Stadium (Clemson) - Wikipedia]Frank Howard Field at Clemson Memorial Stadium, popularly known as "Death Valley", is home to the Clemson Tigers. The stadium was constructed against the wishes of the late and former Clemson Head Coach Jess Neely. Just before leaving for Rice University after the 1939 season, he told Frank Howard, "Don't ever let them talk you into building a big stadium. Put about 10,000 seats behind the YMCA. That's all you'll ever need." Despite this, the University decided it was time to build a stadium. They chose to build in the valley in the western part of campus. On April 3, 1941, the South Carolina General Assembly ratified an act authorizing a $150,000 bond issue for the new stadium, and the bill went to Governor Burnet R. Maybank for signature. The original 20,500-seat stadium—the lower half of the current facility's south grandstand—was constructed for $125,000 or $6.25 a seat. The stadium was designed by Carl Lee of Charlotte, N.C., a Clemson graduate, Class of 1908, and Professor H. E. Glenn of the engineering faculty. On September 19, 1942, Memorial Stadium was opened with a 32–13 victory over Presbyterian College. Much of the early construction of the stadium was done by scholarship athletes. In fact, the first staking out of the stadium was done by A. N. Cameron and Hugh Webb, two members of the football team.

[image: Clemson World Magazine | Clemson Memorial Stadium]In 1958, 18,000 sideline seats were added and in 1960, 5,658 west end zone seats were added in response to increasing attendance. The original cedar wood seating was replaced in 1972 by aluminum seats. As attendance continued to skyrocket, an upper deck was added to each side of the stadium. The south upper deck (Top Deck South) was added in 1978 and the north upper deck (Top Deck North) in 1983. This put the total capacity over 80,000, which made it one of the largest on-campus stadiums in the United States. The most recent expansion started in 2004 and continued through 2009. The first phase of the "WestZone" project closed in the west end zone of Death Valley, added new luxury box and club seating, and completely renovated the locker rooms. The second phase, which was completed prior to the 2009 football season, brought all football offices and team meeting rooms to the WestZone from the McFadden Building and also added dedicated football training and strength conditioning facilities. The stadium's maximum capacity is 81,500 but has seated crowds as large as 86,092.

Scroll of Honor

A memorial to the 493 Clemson service personnel killed while on military duty was dedicated outside Gate 1 on April 22, 2010.

Death Valley

The nickname "Death Valley" for Memorial Stadium, derives both from Death Valley National Park in California as well as the location of the Clemson University cemetery on a hill that once overlooked the field—before the upper decks were constructed. The late Lonnie McMillian, former football coach at Presbyterian College told sports writers in 1948 that he had "to take his team up to Clemson and play in Death Valley" where they rarely scored or gained a victory. Clemson Head Coach Frank Howard began using the nickname "Death Valley" for the stadium in the 1950s.
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Some notable games at Memorial Stadium

	11/12/60 - After 57 straight trips to Columbia, SC for the annual game against Clemson's biggest rival, South Carolina, the Tigers host the Gamecocks and defeat them 12–2. The game marks the end of the traditional Big Thursday rivalry and the beginning of the current home-and-home series format between the two teams.

	9/24/66 - Rubbing The Rock is introduced into Clemson tradition as the Tigers defeat Virginia 40–35.

	9/19/81 - Unranked Clemson defeats defending national champion and #4 Georgia 13–3 en route to the Tigers' own national championship that year, finishing their season undefeated (12–0) .

	10/31/81 - #3 Clemson blows out Wake Forest 82–24, the most points ever scored by a Tiger team in Death Valley.
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​​Rivalries
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South Carolina {Palmetto Bowl}

[image: https://cdn.vox-cdn.com/thumbor/Efu0hlaH-AgUi5UKSiO6Isl3ar4=/11x0:475x309/1200x800/filters:focal(11x0:475x309)/cdn.vox-cdn.com/uploads/chorus_image/image/8531013/sigmanu.0.0.jpg]The Clemson–South Carolina rivalry which dates to 1896 is the largest annual sporting event in terms of ticket sales in the state of South Carolina. From 1896 to 1959, the Clemson–South Carolina game was played on the fairgrounds, in Columbia, South Carolina and was referred to as "Big Thursday." In 1960 an alternating-site format was implemented using both teams' home stadiums. The annual game has since been designated "The Palmetto Bowl." The last eight contests between the programs have been nationally televised (4 on ESPN, 4 on ESPN2). Clemson holds a 73–43–4 lead in the series through the 2024 season.

One of the more memorable moments in the rivalry happened in 1961, the USC fraternity Sigma Nu pulled what some have called the greatest prank in the rivalry's history. A few minutes before Clemson football players entered the field for pre-game warmups, a group of Sigma Nu fraternity members ran onto the field, jumping up and down and cheering in football uniforms that resembled the ones worn by the Tigers. This caused the Clemson band to start playing "Tiger Rag," which was followed by the pranksters falling as they attempted to do calisthenics. They would also do football drills where guys would drop passes and miss the ball when trying to kick it. Clemson fans quickly realized that they had been tricked, and some of them angrily ran onto the field.

North Carolina State {Textile Bowl}

The yearly conference and divisional match-up with NC State is known as the Textile Bowl for the schools' similar missions in research and development for the textile industry in the Carolinas. The first meeting of the two schools occurred in 1899. Clemson has won 17 out of 20 contests since 2000. Clemson holds a 61–30–1 series advantage through the 2024 season.
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Boston College {O’Rourke-McFadden Trophy}

[image: 1942 Football - Clemson at BC - BC Interruption]The O'Rourke–McFadden Trophy was created in 2008 by the Boston College Gridiron Club to honor the tradition at both schools and to honor the legacy of Charlie O'Rourke and Banks McFadden, who played during the leather helmet era. The club plans to make this an annual presentation. Clemson first met Boston College on the football field in the 1940 Cotton Bowl Classic, the first ever bowl game for the Tigers and Eagles. Over the next 43 years, the teams met a total of 13 times. In 2005, Boston College joined the ACC and the Atlantic Division. Since then, the game has been played on an annual basis with Clemson winning in 8 of the last 9 meetings. As of 2024 the Tigers lead the series 20–8–2.

Georgia Tech

Clemson's rivalry with Georgia Tech dates to 1898 with the first game being played in Augusta, Georgia. The game was played in Atlanta for 44 of the first 47 matchups, until Georgia Tech joined the ACC. When Georgia Tech joined the ACC in 1978, the series went to a more traditional home-and-home setup beginning with the 1983 game. When the ACC expanded to 12 teams and split into two divisions in 2005, Clemson and Georgia Tech were placed in opposite divisions but were designated permanent cross-divisional rivals so that the series may continue uninterrupted. The two schools are 127 miles apart and connected to each other by Interstate 85. This distance is slightly closer than that between Clemson and traditional rival South Carolina (137 miles). Georgia Tech leads the series 52–35–2 through the 2024 season.

Georgia

The Bulldogs and the Tigers have played each other 64 times beginning in 1897, with the 64th meeting played in 2014. Clemson's only regular-season losses of the 1978, 1982, and 1991 campaigns all came at the hands of Georgia "between the hedges", whereas Georgia's only regular-season setback during the three years of the Herschel Walker era came in Death Valley during Danny Ford's 1981 national championship run. During the two programs' simultaneous glory days of the early 1980s, no rivalry in all of college football was more important at the national level. The Bulldogs and Tigers played each other every season from 1973 to 1987, with Scott Woerner's dramatic returns in 1980 and the nine turnovers forced by the Tigers in 1981 effectively settling the eventual national champion. No rivalry of that period was more competitive, as evidenced by the critical 11th-hour field goals kicked by Kevin Butler in 1984 and by David Treadwell more than once later in the decade. Despite blowouts in 1990 by the Tigers and in 1994 and 2003 by the Bulldogs, the series typically has remained very competitive with evenly matched games. Through the 2024 season, Georgia maintains a 44–19–4 lead in the series.
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​[image: 1896 Clemson Tigers football team.jpg]1896 Clemson Tigers
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Professor Walter Riggs brought the game to Clemson from his alma mater, Auburn, where he was a member of Auburn's first football team. The Tigers completed their first season with a record of 2–1, with wins over upstate neighboring colleges Furman and Wofford, and a loss in the first installment of the rivalry with South Carolina. All games were played in the opposing school's home city. The rivalry matchup with South Carolina was held on Thursday morning at the South Carolina state fair, a tradition that would endure until 1960. Riggs served as the team's coach while R. G. Hamilton was the first captain.

After grueling practices, the first-ever Clemson game day finally arrived. On October 31, 1896, Clemson traveled to Furman (probably by train). This was the first time that many of the Clemson players had seen a full-sized gridiron. George Swygert, center on the first Clemson football team, recalls the Furman game and the first season as follows: "With Professor Riggs as our coach we got in shape fairly well. Our first game was with Furman, the biggest men I have ever seen, and believe it or not we won that game. We had a few trick plays. One was when the play ended near the side lines, our lightest end would hide the ball under his sweater and as the two teams moved toward the center of the field for the next play, he appeared to be injured, then when things were clear, he made a beeline for the goal. This worked maybe once a game, it worked against Furman our first game."

In 1896, a football field was 110 yards long and a touchdown counted only four points: whereas a field goal, and that was either a drop kick or through placement, counted five points, and the goal after touchdown counted two points, as also did a safety.


	10/31/1896

	Clemson

	@

	Furman

	14

	6

	W


	11/12/1896

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina

	6

	12

	L


	11/21/1896

	Clemson

	@

	Wofford

	16

	0

	W


	Coach: Walter Riggs

	
	
	Season Record >>

	36

	18

	2-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Furman

Charlie Gentry scored Clemson's first touchdown in history. The Tigers defeated Furman 14-6 at Greenville, SC. Clemson's upset win over Furman was a monumental milestone for the school. Furman was considered at the time an experienced team having played the game since 1889
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South Carolina
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South Carolina won the first contest between the two state rivals 12-6 at the state fairgrounds in Columbia. Gamecock Cansen Foster scored the go-ahead touchdown in the second half on a five-yard run. The lone Tiger highlight of the day was a trick play that resulted in a 60-yard touchdown run.
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[image: 1897 Clemson Tigers football team.png]1897 Clemson Tigers
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The Tigers completed their season as a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association with a record of 2–2, with wins over South Carolina and a Charlotte YMCA team, and losses to Georgia and North Carolina. All games were played in the opposing school's home city. William M. Williams served as the team's coach for his first season while W. T. Brock was the captain. The team was state champion.




	11/9/1897

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia

	0

	24

	L

	

	10/23/1897

	Clemson

	@

	Charlotte YMCA

	10

	0

	W

	

	10/25/1897

	Clemson

	@

	North Carolina

	0

	28

	L

	

	11/10/1897

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina 

	18

	6

	W

	@ Columbia, SC


	Coach: W.M. Williams

	
	
	Season Record >>

	28

	58

	2-2

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Georgia

In the first meeting between these rivals separated by less than 70 miles, Georgia shutout the Tigers 24-0 at Athens.
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South Carolina
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Clemson gained their first win over their rivals from Columbia with an 18-6 victory over the Gamecocks.
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[image: 1898 Clemson football team (Chronicle 1899).png]1898 Clemson Tigers
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The Tigers completed their third season as an independent with a record of 3–1, with wins over Bingham Military School, South Carolina, and Georgia Tech, and a loss to Georgia. For the first time, Clemson played a game at home, on October 20 against Bingham Military School, and a neutral site game at Augusta, Georgia against Georgia Tech. John Penton served as the team's coach for his first season while Shack Shealy was the captain.

––––––––
[image: ]



	10/8/1898

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia

	8

	20

	L

	

	10/20/1898

	Clemson

	vs

	BINGHAM

	55

	0

	W

	

	11/17/1898

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina 

	24

	0

	W

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/24/1898

	Clemson

	vs

	Georgia Tech

	23

	0

	W

	@ Augusta, GA


	Coach: John Fenton

	
	
	Season Record >>

	110

	20

	3-1

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights
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South Carolina
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Clemson made it two straight against the rival Gamecocks with a 24-0 shutout at Columbia.
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1899 Clemson Tigers
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The Tigers completed their fourth season with a record of 4–2, with wins over Davidson, South Carolina, North Carolina A&M, and Georgia Tech and losses to Georgia and Auburn. Clemson did not host any games but played a mix of away and neutral site games. Walter Riggs served again as coach, having also led the team in its inaugural 1896 season, while J. N. Walker was the captain.


	10/7/1899

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia

	0

	11

	L

	

	10/14/1899

	Clemson

	vs

	DAVIDSON

	10

	0

	W

	@ Rock Hill, SC


	10/28/1899

	Clemson

	@

	Auburn

	0

	34

	L

	

	11/9/1899

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina 

	34

	0

	W

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/18/1899

	Clemson

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA A&M

	24

	0

	W

	@ Rock Hill, SC


	11/30/1899

	Clemson

	vs

	GEORGIA TECH

	41

	5

	W

	@ Greenville, SC


	Coach: Walter Riggs

	
	
	Season Record >>

	109

	50

	4-2

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights
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South Carolina
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For the third straight year, Clemson traveled to Columbia to play the Gamecocks at the Fairgrounds and came away with a convincing 34-0 victory. It was the 2nd straight season they shutout South Carolina.
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North Carolina A&M
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In the first meeting against the Aggies, Clemson shutout A&M {now NC State}, 24-0 at Rock Hill, SC.
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[image: 1900 Clemson Tigers football team (Clemsonian 1901).png]1900 Clemson Tigers {SIAA Conference Champions}

[image: ]


Under first year head coach John Heisman, the team posted a 6–0 record and Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA) championship. The Tigers outscored their opponents 222–10; the 64–0 win over Davidson on opening day was then the largest score ever made in the South and the season's only home game. The only close game was with the South Atlantic School VPI.

Walter Riggs led the effort to raise the $415.11 to hire Auburn's football coach John Heisman, the first Clemson coach who had experience coaching at another school. As Riggs recalled, "By 1899 the Clemson football team had risen steadily until its material was equal to that of any southern college, and the time had come to put on the long-planned finishing touch." Heisman once described his style of play at Clemson as "radically different from anything on earth". The team took the field in jerseys and stockings bearing distinctive orange and purple stripes. Norman Walker was team captain. The Tigers ended the season with the outright SIAA title. It was both Clemson and Heisman's first conference championship and undefeated, untied season. The season saw "the rise of Clemson from a little school whose football teams had never been heard of before, to become a football machine of the very first power."


	SOUTHERN IAA CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS




Home games were played at Bowman Field


	10/19/1900

	Clemson

	vs

	DAVIDSON

	64

	0

	W

	

	10/22/1900

	Clemson

	@

	Wofford

	21

	0

	W

	

	11/1/1900

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina 

	51

	0

	W

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/10/1900

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia

	39

	5

	W

	

	11/24/1900

	Clemson

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH

	12

	5

	W

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/29/1900

	Clemson

	@

	Alabama

	35

	0

	W

	@ Birmingham, AL


	Coach: John Heisman

	
	
	Season Record >>

	223

	10

	6-0

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights
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South Carolina
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Going into the South Carolina game, Clemson had been strong on offense, but weak on defense. Kinsler and Douthit were both injured. The Tigers rolled up a 51–0 score on South Carolina.

Georgia

Before the game with Georgia, students in the dorms barraged Clemson players with bits of coal. Clemson went on to beat the Bulldogs for the first time, pulling away in the second half to overwhelm the Bulldogs 39–5, and achieve the season's first great victory.

VIRGINIA TECH

In Charlotte, Clemson beat VPI 12–5 in the first-ever meeting between the two schools. The game was shortened due to darkness. Hunter Carpenter starred for VPI.

Alabama

The season closed on Thanksgiving against the Alabama Crimson White, Clemson's first meeting with Alabama, at Birmingham's North Birmingham Park. The Tigers won 35–0. Clemson back Claude Douthit scored four touchdowns. After the Tigers forced an Alabama punt to open the game, Douthit scored three consecutive touchdowns for Clemson en route to an 18–0 lead. Douthit scored first on a 5-yard run, next on a short reception and finally on a second short touchdown run. M. N. Hunter then scored for Clemson on a long run just before the break and made the halftime score 23–0. In the second half, the Tigers extended their lead to 35–0 behind a long Jim Lynah touchdown run and Douthit's fourth score of the day on a short run. With approximately four minutes left in the game, both team captains agreed to end the game early due to an unruly crowd and impending darkness.
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[image: Clemson Tigers football, 1900–09 | American Football Database | Fandom]1901 Clemson Tigers
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In its second season under head coach John Heisman, the team posted a 3–1–1 record (2–0–1) against SIAA opponents) and finished in second place in the SIAA.




John Heisman


Home games were played at Bowman Field


	10/5/1901

	Clemson

	vs

	GUILFORD

	122

	0

	W

	

	10/19/1901

	Clemson

	@

	Tennessee

	6

	6

	T

	

	10/26/1901

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia

	29

	5

	W

	

	10/31/1901

	Clemson

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH

	11

	17

	L

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/28/1901

	Clemson

	vs

	North Carolina

	22

	10

	W

	@ Charlotte, NC


	Coach: John Heisman

	
	
	Season Record >>

	190

	38

	3-1-1

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

GUILFORD

Clemson hosted Guilford College and sent the Quakers home with a 122-0 rout of epic proportions. The game was called after 30 minutes of play. Every Clemson player that played scored in the game and Guilford never made a first down.

Georgia

Clemson traveled to Athens to play Georgia. The Tigers came out on top with a 29-5 victory. The Tigers dominated with a variety of well executed plays, delayed passes, fake bucks and trick plays. Hugh Gordon scored the only touchdown for Georgia. DeCosta scored four touchdowns for Clemson.

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

Virginia Polytechnic Institute met Clemson and defeated them by a score of 17-11. The Tech defense put a stop to the Tigers trick plays and excellent line bucking leading to the win.

North Carolina

Between two and three thousand spectators attended the football game here this afternoon between Clemson and North Carolina. In the first half Clemson kicked to Carolina. A battle royal then began between the teams. Carolina lost the ball to Clemson who gradually worked to goal, making a touchdown. The ball then changed sides several times as the game moved up or down the field. Clemson finally scored a second touchdown but failed to kick goal. Carolina's first touchdown then followed by Gulick. Clemson then made another touchdown and kicked goal. Carolina led 10 to 5 at halftime. In the second half Carolina failed to score. Clemson made one more touchdown, kicking goal. The final score was 22 to 10.
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1902 Clemson Tigers {SIAA Conference Champions}
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[image: 1902 Clemson Tigers football team (Oconeean 1903).png]Under third year head coach John Heisman, the Tigers posted a 6–1 record, including an undefeated Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association record, and thus a conference championship. The lone loss was to rival South Carolina, in a controversial game ending in riots and banning the contest until 1909.

Heisman was paid $815.11 to coach the football team. The team's captain was Hope Sadler. This was the first season with both Sadler and Carl Sitton at end. One writer recalls, "Sitton and Hope Sadler were the finest ends that Clemson ever had perhaps." Sadler, Sitton, Maxwell, and Hanvey were All-Southern selections of Walker Reynolds Tichenor.


	SOUTHERN IAA CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS




Home games were played at Bowman Field

	10/4/1902

	Clemson

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA A&M (3-4-2)

	11

	5

	W

	

	10/18/1902

	Clemson

	@

	Georgia Tech (0-6-2)

	44

	5

	W

	

	10/24/1902

	Clemson

	@

	Furman (4-3-4)

	28

	0

	W

	

	10/30/1902

	Clemson

	@

	South Carolina 

	6

	12

	L

	@ Columbia, SC


	11/8/1902

	Clemson

	vs

	GEORGIA (4-2-1)

	36

	0

	W

	

	11/15/1902

	Clemson

	@

	Auburn (2-4-1)

	16

	0

	W

	

	11/27/1902

	Clemson

	@

	Tennessee (6-2)

	11

	0

	W

	

	Coach: John Heisman

	
	
	Season Record >>

	152

	22

	6-1

	


Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Georgia Tech

Clemson defeated Georgia Tech 44–5. The day before the game, Clemson sent in scrubs to Atlanta, checked into a hotel, and partied until dawn. The varsity sat well rested in Lula, Georgia as Tech betters were fooled. Clemson scored first on an 80-yard end run from Carl Sitton.

Furman

Clemson beat Furman 28–0, making its first touchdown after three minutes of play. On one play, Heisman used a tree to his advantage.
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South Carolina
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Clemson lost 12–6 to rival South Carolina in Columbia, for the first time since 1896, the first year of the rivalry. "The Carolina fans that week were carrying around a poster with the image of a Tiger with a Gamecock standing on top of it, holding the tiger’s tail as if he was steering the tiger by the tail," Jay McCormick said. "Naturally, the Clemson guys didn’t take too kindly to that, and on Wednesday and again on Thursday, there were sporadic fistfights involving brass knuckles and other objects and so forth, some of which resulted, according to the newspapers, in blood being spilled and persons having to seek medical assistance. After the game on Thursday, the Clemson guys frankly told the Carolina students that if you bring this poster, which is insulting to us, to the big parade on Friday, you’re going to be in trouble. And naturally, of course, the Carolina students brought the poster to the parade. If you give someone an ultimatum and they’re your rival, they’re going to do exactly what you told them not to do." As expected, another brawl broke out before both sides agreed to mutually burn the poster to defuse tensions. The immediate aftermath resulted in the stoppage of the rivalry until 1909. Clemson gained only 2 and a half yards in the first half. On a triple pass around end, Sitton made a 30-yard touchdown in the second half. More than 5,000 saw the game.
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GEORGIA

Clemson defeated the Georgia Bulldogs by a score of 36–0. One writer called it "the hardest fought football game ever seen here."

Auburn

Clemson made three touchdowns on Auburn, utilizing double passes at times.

Tennessee

Clemson closed the season against Tennessee, which had won a then-school record six games, and won 11–0. Tennessee's Tootsie Douglas holds the record for the longest punt in school history when he punted a ball 109 yards (the field length was 110 yards in those days) in a blizzard.

Heisman described the kick:

	I knew at once what he proposed to do. The snap was perfect. "Toots" caught the ball, took two smart steps and – BLAM! –away shot the ball as though from the throat of Big Bertha. And, say, in his palmiest mathematical mood, I don't believe Sir Isaac Newton himself could have figured out a more perfect trajectory to fit with that cyclone. Onward and upward, upward and onward, the crazy thing flew like a brainchild of Jules Verne. I thought it would clear the Blue Ridge Mountains. Our safety man, the great Johnny Maxwell, was positioned 50 yards behind our rush line, yet the punt sailed over his head like a phantom aero plane. Finally, it came down, but still uncured of its wanderlust it started to roll–toward our goal, of course, with Maxwell chasing and damning it with every step and breath. Finally, it curled up and died on our one-foot line, after a bowstring journey of just 109 yards."
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