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Preface

The editors of the American Heritage College Dictionary, Fourth Edition, originally developed the 100 Words Every High School Graduate Should Know to highlight the importance of owning and using a dictionary. We provided journalists and radio announcers across the United States with this list, and it quickly became the topic of many articles and broadcasts. The list was a hit, and the phenomenal response from the public pleasantly surprised us. Visitors to our website, www.ahdictionary.com, viewed this list over 200,000 times. We were also often asked if the list was available in book form, and this book was published in response to those requests.

The editorial staff found the development of the list to be an engaging and entertaining task. In addition to carefully choosing a well-balanced mix of terms from A to Z, we balanced straightforward vocabulary entries, such as bellicose, loquacious, and vehement, with words chosen directly from the disciplines of learning, such as parabola and hypotenuse from mathematics, gerrymander and enfranchise from civics, and photosynthesis and hemoglobin from biology. As a result, students often have an easier time with the list than adults, especially if they’ve been paying attention in their classes!

Still, we intentionally crafted this list to present a challenge to students and adults. Reporters and commentators, especially those who are also parents, have been pleased to find a way to get children and teenagers interested in building a more sophisticated vocabulary—while finding themselves learning as well. We have been delighted by the positive response, and we are encouraged by the fact that people are taking a closer look at literacy and vocabulary building as an integral part of using dictionaries. We’ve set the bar high, and people are responding enthusiastically to the challenge.

The following entries are based on material from our American Heritage Dictionary series and are presented in an expanded layout that is easy to read. We’ve added quotations and example sentences to provide greater context for many definitions. To encourage study skills, at the end of this book we have provided exercises for improving vocabulary and encouraging active use of the dictionary.

We hope that you find learning these words and expanding your vocabulary to be a rewarding experience.


  Steve Kleinedler,



  Senior Editor



Guide to the Dictionary


  
    THIS GUIDE EXPLAINS THE CONVENTIONS USED IN THIS BOOK.
  


 

ENTRY WORD The 100 words that constitute this book are listed alphabetically. The entry words, along with inflected and derived forms, are divided into syllables by centered dots. These dots show you where you would break the word at the end of a line. The pronunciation of the word follows the entry word. Please see the pronunciation guide and key on pages x–xi for an explanation of the pronunciation system.

 

PART OF SPEECH At least one part of speech follows each entry word. The part of speech tells you the grammatical category that the word belongs to. Parts of speech include noun, adjective, adverb, transitive verb, and intransitive verb. (A transitive verb is a verb that needs an object to complete its meaning. Wash is transitive in the sentence I washed the car. The direct object of wash is the car. An intransitive verb is one that does not take an object, as sleep in the sentence I slept for seven hours. Many verbs are both transitive and intransitive.)

 

INFLECTIONS A word’s inflected form differs from the main entry form by the addition of a suffix or by a change in its base form to indicate grammatical features such as number, person, or tense. They are set in boldface type, divided into syllables, and given pronunciations as necessary. The past tense, past participle, and the third person singular present tense inflections of all verbs are shown. The plurals of nouns are shown when they are spelled in a way other than by adding s to the base form.

 

LABELS A subject label identifies the special area of knowledge a definition applies to, as at metamorphosis. Information applicable only to a particular sense is shown after the number or letter of that sense; at metamorphosis, the biology sense is applicable to sense 2.

 

The Usage Problem label warns of possible difficulties involving grammar, diction, and writing style. A word or definition with this label is discussed in a Usage Note, as at paradigm.

 

Certain nouns are spelled as plurals but sometimes take a singular verb. This information is indicated in italic type, as at thermodynamics.

 

ORDER OF SENSES Entries having more than one sense are arranged with the central and often the most commonly sought meaning first. Senses and subsenses are grouped to show their relationships with each other. Boldface letters before senses indicate that two or more subsenses are closely related, as at parameter. In an entry with more than one part of speech, the senses are numbered in separate sequences after each part of speech, as at kowtow.

 

EXAMPLES OF USAGE Examples often follow the definitions and are set in italic type. These examples show the entry words in typical contexts. Sometimes the examples are quotations from authors of books or newspaper articles. These quotations are shown within quotation marks and are followed by the quotation’s author and source.

 

ETYMOLOGIES Etymologies appear in square brackets following the last definition. An etymology traces the history of a word as far back in time as can be determined with reasonable certainty. The stage most closely preceding Modern English is given first, with each earlier stage following in sequence. A language name, linguistic form (in italics), and brief definition of the form are given for each stage of the derivation. To avoid redundancy, a language, form, or definition is not repeated if it is identical to the corresponding item in the immediately preceding stage. Occasionally, a form will be given that is not actually preserved in written documents but which scholars are confident did exist—such a form will be marked by an asterisk (*). The word from is used to indicate origin of any kind: by inheritance, borrowing, or derivation. When an etymology splits a compound word into parts, a colon introduces the parts and each element is then traced back to its origin, with those elements enclosed in parentheses.

 

RELATED WORDS At the end of many entries, additional boldface words appear without definitions. These words are related in basic meaning to the entry word and are usually formed from the entry word by the addition of suffixes.

 

NOTES Some entries include Usage Notes or Word Histories. Usage Notes present important information and guidance on matters of grammar, diction, pronunciation, and nuances. Some refer to responses from our Usage Panel, a group of more than 200 respected writers, scholars, and critics. The editors of the American Heritage Dictionaries regularly survey these people on a broad range of usage questions. Word Histories are found at words whose etymologies are of particular interest. The bare facts of the etymology are explained to give a fuller understanding of how important linguistic processes operate, how words move from one language to another, and how the history of an individual word can be related to historical and cultural developments.

 

The final section of this book contains exercises that are designed to help you further strengthen your vocabulary.


Pronunciation Guide

Pronunciations appear in parentheses after boldface entry words. If a word has more than one pronunciation, the first pronunciation is usually more common than the other, but often they are equally common. Pronunciations are shown after inflections and related words where necessary.

Stress is the relative degree of emphasis that a word’s syllables are spoken with. An unmarked syllable has the weakest stress in the word. The strongest, or primary, stress is indicated with a bold mark (′). A lighter mark (′) indicates a secondary level of stress. The stress mark follows the syllable it applies to. Words of one syllable have no stress mark because there is no other stress level that the syllable is compared to.

The key on page xi shows the pronunciation symbols used in this Dictionary. To the right of the symbols are words that show how the symbols are pronounced. The letters whose sound corresponds to the symbols are shown in boldface.

The symbol (ə) is called schwa. It represents a vowel with the weakest level of stress in a word. The schwa sound varies slightly according to the vowel it represents or the sounds around it:

 






	a·bun·dant (ǝ-bŭn′dǝnt)

	mo·ment (mō′mǝnt)




	civ·il (sĭv′ǝl)

	grate·ful (grāt′fǝl)
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