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Dedication
To everyone who has nearly given up on a name. He has not given up on them. This book is the way through. Here is the recipe that works every time.
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You know the person. The one who will not turn. You have prayed for them. You have cried over them. You have lost sleep over them. You have watched them walk further from God year after year, and nothing you say lands. They hear you out. They smile. They change the subject. The next time you see them, they are exactly where they were last time, only a little more entrenched.
It might be your husband. Your wife. Your mother. Your father. Your child. Your closest friend. Someone you would lay your life down for. Someone you carry to God on your knees because you do not know what else to do.
You have probably been told to keep praying. You have been told God’s timing is perfect. You have been told to trust the process. You have done all of that, for months or years or decades, and nothing has changed. The person is still in the same place. Some days they look further gone than when you started.
There is a reason. And it is not your faith.
Normal prayer works for normal cases. You ask God for healing, for provision, for direction, and you see Him answer. You ask Him to convict the neighbour you have been witnessing to, and a few months later the neighbour is in church. That is the ordinary work of intercession. It works because the ordinary case is not bound the way the stubborn case is bound. The stubborn case has layers most Christians never see, and ordinary prayer bounces off all of them.
To know what to do about the stubborn case, you have to understand four things. Why God will not just step in and fix it. Why the person, who is heading for destruction, is somehow still choosing destruction. What has paved over their ability to see and feel the truth. And why, despite all of that, God has not walked away. He is waiting.
Each of those four pieces is taught somewhere in the Bible. Almost none of them are taught together. The whole point of this chapter is to put them in one place, in the right order, so that by the end you understand exactly what you are dealing with when you carry an impossible case to God.
The Will Is Sovereign

The reason God will not just override and save someone is that He made the will sovereign. Not He chose to give them a will. The will, in His design, is sovereign. Untouchable. Like gold to Him.
Look at the very first chapter of Genesis. When God made Adam, He could have made a robot that loved Him on default. He did not. He made a being who could choose, and then He set a tree in the garden specifically so the choice would be real. He even let Adam choose wrong. He could have stopped Adam from eating that fruit. He chose not to. To stop him would have been to unmake the very thing God built him to be: a free creature, made in the image of a free Creator.
That principle runs all the way through the Bible.
Joshua said it to Israel in Joshua 24:15 (NIV): “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.” Choose, he says. He does not tell them what to choose. He puts the choice in front of them and waits.
Moses said it in Deuteronomy 30:19 (NIV): “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” Even here, urging them toward life, the verb is still choose. The decision is not made for them.
Jesus stood at the door of the church in Laodicea and said the same thing in Revelation 3:20 (NIV): “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” He knocks. He does not break in. That is who He is.
So when an unsaved person is heading for the cliff, God will not reach down and turn the steering wheel. He could intervene in a moment. He has chosen not to. The moment He does that, He has violated the very thing that makes them human. Love that is forced is not love. Worship that is coerced is not worship. He will not have that, even to save them. The will is gold, and He will not melt it down even to rescue the person standing on it.
That brings the harder question. If their will is sovereign and they are choosing destruction, it sounds like they actually want to die. They do not. Almost nobody truly wants destruction. What they want is what they have been told will give them life, by a deceiver who is steering them off the cliff while calling the cliff a sunset.
The will is operating. It is operating on lies.
1 John 2:16 (NIV) names the bait directly: “For everything in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, comes not from the Father but from the world.” The enemy dangles those three in front of the person and they reach for what looks like life. The reach is genuine. The wanting is real. What they think they are reaching for is not what they are actually getting.
The will keeps engaging. The hand keeps reaching. Every reach takes them closer to the edge of the cliff, but every reach feels, from their angle, like a step toward what they have always wanted.
Why They Cannot See

The lies are coming from outside. There is also damage happening on the inside.
Every time you sin and override your inner alarm bell, the bell rings a little softer the next time. Repeat that for years, the bell barely rings. Repeat it for decades, the bell is dead. The Bible has a name for this damage. Paul calls it a seared conscience.
1 Timothy 4:2 (NIV): “Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.” The Greek word for “seared” is the same root that gives us the English word “cauterize.” The picture is taking a hot iron to skin and leaving scar tissue with no nerve endings. Paul says that is what sin does to the conscience. The part of you that was meant to feel God gets paved over with scar tissue.
Hebrews 3:13 (NIV) names the mechanism: “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today,’ so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” Sin lies. Every time you sin, something on the inside gets a little more numb to the truth. Sin’s deceitfulness hardens the heart. That is the actual mechanism the verse names.
Paul puts the result in plain language in Ephesians 4:18-19 (NIV): “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.”
Lost all sensitivity. The bell stopped ringing.
This is one of the reasons the person you are praying for does not respond the way you expect. They do not feel the conviction you assume they should feel. They do not feel the guilt that, by all rights, should be eating them alive. The bell that should be ringing in their conscience has been quieted for years, sometimes decades. When you talk to them about God, what should be a piercing word lands on scar tissue.
The lies are on the outside. The numbness is on the inside. There is one more layer underneath both.
2 Corinthians 4:4 (NLT) puts the deepest layer in plain words: “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.” Notice what Paul did not say. He did not say they refuse to see. He said they are unable to see. Two different things. Refusal you can reason with. Inability you cannot.
Picture someone driving over a cliff. Not by accident. Deliberately. Foot down on the accelerator, music playing, hands relaxed on the wheel. They cannot see the drop ahead of them because their eyes are veiled. The cliff is real. The death is real. The windscreen looks clear to them. So they keep driving.
Who put the veil on them? Look at Jesus’ words about unbelievers in John 8:44 (NIV): “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires.” The enemy is not breaking into someone else’s house. He is already running the house. He inherited authority over fallen humanity when Adam handed it to him in the garden, and he keeps that legal claim until the person is born again into a new family.
This is also why Paul wrote Romans 1:21-28 (NIV) and used the phrase “gave them over” three times in that one passage. You might think God walked away from them. He did not. God is not the villain in this story. From the moment Adam handed authority over to the enemy in the garden, God in His own justice will not break the legal order He set up to force His way back in. The longer a person says no to Him, the tighter the enemy’s grip becomes. God grieves over their drift. He does not cause it. He cannot stop it without grounds, because His own justice will not let Him.
So the picture is full now. Sin opens the door. The devil walks in and blinds them. Sin keeps lying to them on the inside. The conscience is seared. The enemy holds legal claim. God, who could fix all of it instantly, will not violate His own justice to act without an invitation.
But He wants to fix it. 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) settles the question of what God wants: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
He wants every single one of them saved. He is bound by His own justice. He will not override it, and He is waiting for someone to stand in the gap and give Him the legal grounds to move.
That someone is you.
Five Faces of the Cliff

The cliff has more faces than most Christians realise. Most of us only recognise two or three. Here are five.
The addict.
Maybe heroin. Maybe alcohol. Maybe pornography. Maybe a softer addiction that does not look like one from the outside. Their will is not theirs anymore. The substance has taken the wheel and the substance is steering toward death.
The atheist or the antagonist.
Hostile to God. Hostile to faith. Convinced you are deceived for believing. Argues every angle. Cannot be moved by evidence, because the resistance is not intellectual. It is spiritual. You can answer every question they raise and they will raise another one. The questions are not the real reason they refuse God. The real reason is the veil.
The narcissist.
The one who is always right. The one who cannot be challenged without retaliation. The one who has built an entire life around being in control. Repentance requires admitting you were wrong, and they will not admit they were wrong. Not to you. Not to God. Not to themselves. The pride and the veil work together to keep the cliff invisible.
The sexually bound.
Homosexuality, infidelity, addiction to pornography, identity confusion. The will has bonded to a pattern that scripture rules out, and unbonding feels like dying. So they keep the bond and shut God out. They will defend the bond fiercely if you challenge it, because by now it feels like part of who they are.
The hardened good person.
This is the one most readers miss. The morally upright family member. The kind co-worker. The responsible parent who lives clean, treats others well, does the right thing, and does not see any need for God because they are already good. They are decent. They are reasonable. They believe in being a good person. They are also blind. The blindness wears the face of virtue, and that is why this category is often the hardest of all. You cannot argue them out of their goodness. You cannot show them their need. They already know they are nice people, and they think that is what God cares about.
These five do not cover everyone. There are more. They cover the cases most readers carry to God night after night.
In every case, the engine is the same. The will is operating on lies. The conscience is seared. The veil is on. The enemy holds his legal claim. The car is moving. Time is not their friend, because the longer the will stays in this position, the harder it becomes to move.
Seventeen Years and Nothing

There is a woman who walked up to me in a parking lot one night when I was a second-year Bible school student. She was older than me. Wiser than me. Years deeper in the faith. She told me she had prayed for her family for 17 years. Husband. Three children. Tongues. Fasting. Counselling. Conferences. Worship nights. Bible studies. Everything the church had taught her to do. Seventeen years. Nothing.
Her husband was on a job site 1,500 kilometres (around 1,000 miles) away. One son had emigrated to New Zealand. The daughter was teaching English in China. The youngest son was on the family farm in the Karoo. They were unsaved and scattered, and they had been scattered for years.
Seventeen years of crying alone in her car after work. Seventeen years of bookmarking promises in her Bible. Seventeen years of standing in worship services with tears running down her face while she sang. Seventeen years of asking the question every intercessor eventually asks. God, am I doing something wrong?
What she had was a recipe problem. Her faith was solid. Her timing was God’s. The case she carried needed tools the church had never taught her.
If you have been praying for someone for years and nothing has changed, the most likely answer is that you are using the wrong recipe. Faith and time and the person’s resistance are usually not the issue. The tools you were given for the normal cases are not the tools the stubborn case needs.
Because there is a recipe.
There Is a Recipe

This is the book about the recipe.
God gave it to me in that same parking lot, in that same conversation with that same woman. I was tired. It was late. I had been working all day
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