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			George R. R. Martin

			The “sadistic” author

			
					Born in Bayonne (New Jersey) in 1948

					Notable works:	Riverdream (1982), novel

	Armageddon Raq (1983), novel

	The Game of Thrones series (from 1996), novels




			

			Although he is also a television producer and screenwriter, George Raymond Richard Martin is above all an author. He generally writes short science-fiction or fantasy novels and short stories. With A Song of Ice and Fire, his first major story, he quickly earned the nickname “the American Tolkien”, both for the scope of his saga and the richness of his fictional universe.

			One of the major distinguishing features of this series is the number of character deaths. Unlike most fantasy novels, in which the hero manages to get out of even the most dangerous situations, Martin’s characters are not so invincible. In this way, major characters that the readers were convinced were key figures die in the course of the plot. By doing this, the author aims to make the reader feel a shiver of fear each time one of his heroes is in danger. This has led many of his readers to describe him as “sadistic”.

		


		
			A Game of Thrones 

			A Song of Ice and Fire

			
					Genre: fantasy

					Reference edition: Martin, G. R. R. (1996) A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire Book 1). New York: Bantam Books.

					First edition: 1996

					Themes: family, honour, war, power, fantastic creatures, legends, love, passion, betrayal

			

			The first volume of the A Song of Ice and Fire saga, A Game of Thrones (often abbreviated to GOT) was published in August 1996 and gradually achieved major success. It received the American Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel in 1997 and the Spanish Ignotus Award for Best Foreign Novel in 2003. 

			A Game of Thrones is also very well-known due to the television adaptation produced by the American channel HBO since 2011. While the two first seasons are more or less faithful to the book, as the series progresses it moves away from the original text so as to better respond to the demands of cinematic storytelling.

		


		
			Summary

			The plot of the first volume of the famous series unfolds in a very realistic-seeming medieval world: in the Seven Kingdoms, in the continent of Westeros, the Baratheon family seized power fifteen years earlier. In doing so, they exiled the fallen Targaryen dynasty to Essos, the continent of the Free Cities, and subjugated the seven other great houses of the kingdom. The Starks occupy the North, the Arryns are in the East, the Lannisters are in the West, the Tullys are in the centre, etc. In the far North of the country there is an enormous wall which protects the inhabitants of Westeros from the invasions of wildlings and fantastical creatures (giants, White Walkers etc.). The Iron Throne, which is referred to in the title of the book, symbolises the power held by the sovereign reigning from King’s Landing.

			Beyond the Wall

			Beyond the northern border of the Seven Kingdoms, the brothers of the Night’s Watch are tasked with repelling the wildlings and the monsters, which, however, disappeared several generations ago, so that nobody believes in them anymore. When three black-clad brothers are chasing rebels beyond the wall, they discover that the creatures talked about in legends, the Others, are very much alive.

			The Seven Kingdoms in the continent of Westeros

			Winterfell, in the North of Westeros, is ruled by the House of Stark. Lord Eddard, Guardian of the North, known to those close to him as Ned, administers justice there on behalf of the King of the Seven Kingdoms. When his children discover several orphaned direwolves, they each adopt one. Direwolves are also the emblem of the House of Stark.

			One day, Ned learns of the murder of Jon Arryn, Hand of the King, and of the arrival of King Robert Baratheon and Queen Cersei Lannister in Winterfell. The king appoints Ned as his new advisor and seals the agreement by promising his eldest son and heir to the throne, Joffrey, in marriage to Ned’s eldest daughter Sansa. Lord Eddard then prepares to leave for the South with his daughters, Sansa and Arya, and his son Bran; Rickon is at this time too young and Robb, the eldest, must stay to oversee the stewardship of Winterfell. However, before they leave for the capital, Bran catches Cersei having sex with her twin brother Jaime. To ensure his silence, Jaime throws the boy from the window; although he survives the fall, he is left paraplegic for life. In a coma when the others set off for King’s Landing, he is consequently left in Winterfell. Meanwhile John Snow, Ned’s bastard, joins the Night’s Watch, as his status does not allow him to follow Ned to court or remain in the House of Stark.

			While Sansa likes the entourage of the queen, the princess and the prince, Arya prefers perfecting her swordsmanship with a young butcher. Her sister and Joffrey come across them training, and the prince amuses himself by threatening the butcher with his sword. To protect her friend, Arya sets her direwolf Nymeria on Joffrey before running away. In revenge for this insult to her son, Cersei forces Ned to kill Lady, Sansa’s direwolf, in place of Nymeria who has escaped. 

			At Winterfell, a man tries to kill Bran, who is still unconscious. Fortunately, the boy is saved by his direwolf Summer. Ned’s wife Catelyn decides to head to the capital to find out who ordered the murder. During his mother’s absence, Bran wakes up and must confront his disability. At King’s Landing, Catelyn learns that the dagger used to attack her son belongs to Tyrion Lannister, the queen’s younger brother.

			Meanwhile, Ned leads the enquiry to uncover who killed Jon Arryn. In doing so, he realises that the royal children are not Robert’s, but are the result of the incestuous relationship between the queen and her twin brother. He then understands that this secret is behind the death of the last Hand of the King and the attempted murder of Bran.

			On the road back to Winterfell, Catelyn meets Tyrion and has him arrested and brought to the Eyrie, where her sister Lysa, Jon Arryn’s widow, lives, so that he can be tried. The prisoner requests a trial by duel; his champion wins and he is released. Meanwhile, the news of his capture drives his father, Tywin Lannister, to go to war with the Tullys, Catelyn’s family. 

			On learning of the pregnancy of Daenerys Targaryen, the daughter of the last king and currently aged just thirteen, King Robert decides to have her killed out of fear that her unborn child will claim his throne. Ned, who cannot accept the murder of a child, is opposed to this and resigns as Hand. As he prepares to return to Winterfell, he is attacked by Jaime Lannister, who is seeking revenge for the capture of his brother. During their confrontation, Ned breaks his leg and loses consciousness.

			When he comes to, Robert gives him back his Hand’s badge and threatens to give it to Jaime if he dares to reject it again. Ned, fearing that the king will kill his own children if he learns that they are not his, advises the queen to flee in order to avoid a massacre. She refuses and has Robert killed during a hunting party, disguising it as an accident. Ned then reveals the truth to the court, but he is arrested for treason as Joffrey takes the throne. Joffrey appoints Tywin Lannister, his grandfather, as the new Hand. The ambitious Lannisters then capture Sansa, while Arya manages to escape. On learning of the situation in King’s Landing, Robb raises an army and goes to war against the Lannisters in the hope of freeing his father and sisters.

			Meanwhile at the Wall, Jon takes his vows while his direwolf finds two corpses. That night one of them comes back to life and attacks the Lord Commander of the Guard. Jon just manages to save him.

			At the same time, Tyrion joins his father’s military encampment and takes part in the battle against a section of Robb’s army. Although they win the battle, they realise that it was a diversion and the majority of the enemy army have attacked Jaime’s battalion and taken him prisoner.

			At King’s Landing, Sansa asks Joffrey to spare her father. He accepts, on the condition that Ned admits that he lied and kneels before him. In spite of the brave man’s confession, Joffrey still has him executed. Tywin is quick to send his youngest son Tyrion to King’s Landing to act in his stead as Hand and bring the young king to heel. The inhabitants of the North become furious and refuse to submit to Joffrey, naming Robb King of the North instead.

			The Free Cities in Essos, on the other side of the Narrow Sea

			On the continent of the Free Cities, Daenerys Targaryen and her brother Viserys, the legitimate heirs to the throne, are trying to raise an army to take back control of the Seven Kingdoms, which was usurped from their father Aerys fifteen years earlier. Consequently, Viserys sells his sister to a Dothraki chief, Khal Drogo, in exchange for 10 000 soldiers. The forced marriage takes place shortly afterwards, and Dany receives three dragon eggs as a wedding gift.

			While Daenerys gets used to living in the khalasar, her husband’s tribe, Viserys constantly complains that he has not received the promised warriors. Dany falls pregnant and her brother, tired of waiting, threatens her and her unborn child. Drogo is furious at this attack on his family and grants Viserys’ request for a crown, but puts it on his head in molten form. Viserys dies instantly.

			On Robert Baratheon’s orders, a man tries to poison the young woman, who is narrowly saved by a knight from Westeros. Mad with rage, Drogo decides to set out to conquer the Seven Kingdoms and promises the Iron Throne to his unborn son. To finance this major undertaking, he pillages towns and villages. During one of these raids Dany, sickened by the behaviour of the soldiers, saves a priestess from rape. To show her gratitude, the latter offers to tend to Drogo’s recent war wounds. In reality, she plans to see that the wound becomes infected in order to avenge her people. After Dany begs her, she pretends to agree to use magic to save his life, but once again she is lying: Dany, who is about to give birth, loses consciousness and realises when she wakes that the sorceress has betrayed her. He son is stillborn to allow her husband to live. However, Drogo does not recover his former spirit: he seems to be a soulless empty shell. She then smothers him and places the priestess, who is still alive, on his funerary pyre along with her three dragon eggs. When everything is burning, she steps into the flames. Once the fire has died out, her men discover her unharmed, surrounded by three baby dragons.

		


		
			Character study

			Although A Game of Thrones features more than a hundred characters, here we will concentrate on only those who narrate the story and offer us their point of view on the events which make up the plot.

			Lord Eddard Stark

			Thirty-five-year-old Eddard Stark, known as Ned, is a valiant man with brown hair and grey eyes. His appearance is hard and cold, typical of the men of the North. He is a highly honourable man who puts his duty above all else, even if that puts him in difficult situations. He is the Lord of Winterfell, the Warden of the North and the Hand of King Robert Baratheon. Ned is very close to King Robert, with whom he spent his youth in Eyrie as a pupil of Lord Jon Arryn. An honest man, he loathes the smooth talkers, liars and schemes of the court, which means he has no predisposition for participation in political intrigue. He feels a degree of dislike for the Lannisters, whom he does not trust at all. He is very close to his family and wants more than anything to return to them in the North. However, his duty keeps him in King’s Landing.

			Lady Catelyn Stark

			Aged thirty-four, Lady Catelyn Stark is the eldest daughter of Hoster Tully of Riverrun. She is elegant, with auburn hair and the blue eyes of the Tully family. Although she had been betrothed to Brandon Stark, Ned’s elder brother, she ends up marrying Ned after the death of her fiancé. She gives him

			Bran Stark

			
			Sansa Stark

			
			Arya Stark

			
			Jon Snow

			
			Daenerys Targaryen

			
			Tyrion Lannister
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