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The promise of the Father was the fulfillment of God’s prophecy through Joel. One result of the Spirit’s coming would be prophetic revelation and the manifestation of dreams and visions. We discover from Paul’s discussions of the gifts in I Corinthian 12 that the Spirit is responsible for the dispersion of the gifts. In the Abundant Truth Spiritual Gifts Series, we will examine the gifts of the Spirit and their operations in the New Testament Church.

In this publication:

Aside from the nine gifts of the Spirit listed in Corinthians, Paul in two other passages mentioned other gifts. Often times, they are excluded when the gifts of the Spirit are mentioned. 

In addition, in Romans, Paul lists other ministries and/or gifts of the Spirit along with familiar ones. From these two passages, we discover these other gifts of the Spirit:

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth  mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:5-8)

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then the gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. (I Corinthians 12:28)

In this publication, we will discuss the ancillary or “other gifts” of the Spirit which are addressed in brief in Paul’s letter to the Romans and I Corinthians 12. It is our prayer that believers will develop an appreciation for these gifts.
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Ministering/Helps

When the scripture is quoted from Romans, “let us wait on our ministering,” many feel that Paul is referring to a call to the ministry. 

The Ability to Serve

In scripture, to minister means ‘to serve.’ Paul was instructing the believers then that before they just jump into service, no matter what type, they should wait. 

Since Paul is referring to service, it is our belief that this was also what he was referring to in Corinthians when he said “helps.” God has placed individuals in the Church who will serve and aid in whatever capacity. 

The Attitude of Service

I Corinthians 12 said that God set those with the gift or ministry of helps in the Church. It is a God-given ability. People who serve are anointed and sent by God, even as those called to the ministry. 

Believers who have this gift usually work well on the pastor’s aid, usher board, deacon board, tape ministry, bus ministry, hospitality committee, and the like.
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Teaching

Paul lists teaching as a gift of the spirit. As with prophecy, individuals may have the gift of prophecy but are not prophets or prophetesses. 

Gifted Endowment

It is the same with teaching. There are individuals who are gifted to teach but are not called to the office of the teacher. These individuals are gifted to teach the word in various formats. 

They have the ability to present the word in a way that is orderly and understandable. 

Gifted Instructors

Those who have this gift are usually Sunday school teachers, vacation bible school instructors, youth workers, seminary teachers and professors. They work in the teaching aspects of the church. 
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Exhortation

The gift of exhortation is commonly found in the Church. Individuals with this gift have the ability to stir the people of God. 

Gifted Encouragers

They have the ability to motivate the people of God to change and action whether in praise and worship or in their walks with God. 

Though we are to exhort and encourage one another, some are gifted in this  area. Being in their presence is like taking a bath. You leave from them uplifted and strengthened.

Gifted Motivators

People who have this gift are usually praise and worship leaders and moderators over services. Individual believers possessing this gift will give powerful testimonies. 

Others will be behind the scenes. They are those individuals who can encourage you and strengthen you over the phone or while in conversation. 

Another error that has occurred in the Church is that those with this gift are sometimes mistaken to be evangelists since they can exhort and get people excited. Often times others push them into ministry and their ministry is weak and it lacks substance because they are trying to operate in the wrong calling.
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