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Wherever you live – in a city, the countryside, or 

by the sea – you’ll probably see birds every day.

A WHOLE WORLD OF BIRDS

You can find a blue-footed 

booby on the shores of the 

Galapagos Islands, and 

other coasts nearby.

The Antarctic is the home of the 

amazing Emperor penguin.

The rare St Lucia 

parrot is only found on 

the Caribbean island 

of St Lucia.

Northern cardinals visit 

gardens and bird feeders in 

North America. 

WHAT ARE BIRDS? 

We all know a bird when we see one! 

That’s because birds are unlike any other 

kind of animal. They’re the only living 

animals with feathers. They all have 

wings, though they can’t all fly. And they 

walk on two legs, like us!

WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? 

Birds came from dinosaurs! Some 

dinosaurs had feathers, and some 

feathered dinosaurs gradually evolved 

(changed over many generations) into 

flying birds. Birds are the closest living 

relatives of dinosaurs.

Two wings

Two legs

Feathers

Beak

All birds hatch from eggs.

Birds’ feet look similar to 

some dinosaurs’ feet.

Canada goose

SQUAWK!
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New Zealand’s 

Kākāpo is flightless 

and nocturnal.

Beautiful birds of 

paradise live in New 

Guinea’s jungles.

The lammergeier soars above 

mountain valleys in the 

Himalayas.

WORLD MAP OF BIRDS 

Birds are found all over the world, and often fly long 

distances from place to place. Some types, or species, 

are widespread – for example, you can spot sparrows and 

pigeons almost everywhere. But others, like the blue-

footed booby, only live in one particular area.

What runs across the 

African grasslands as fast 

as a speeding car? Not just 

cheetahs, but ostriches!

HOW MANY ... ?

Altogether, there are at least 50 BILLION birds on the 

planet – and over 10,000 different species. Sadly we can’t 

fit them all in this book! But there’s still a whole world of 

birds waiting for you. Just turn the page ...

Crows are one of the brainiest of birds, 

they can use tools and solve puzzles! 

They’re widespread but carrion crows 

are native to western Europe.

Arctic tern








6

Birds of prey are strong, fast hunting birds.  

They swoop down on their dinner and grab it  

with their sharp talons and beaks.

BIRDS OF PREY

MIghty eagles

The eagles include the biggest 

birds of prey. Some are so 

large and strong they can hunt 

monkeys, sheep or even deer.

VULTURES

Vultures are birds of prey, but 

instead of hunting, they mostly eat 

carrion – the leaftovers of animals 

that have already died. 

However, vultures don’t circle 

around in the sky waiting for things 

to die – that’s a myth! They just fly 

around to search for food.
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falcons AND HAWKS 

These birds of prey are 

usually smaller, but they’re 

still fierce hunters. What 

they eat depends on their 

size – other birds, mice, 

lizards and frogs, fish, rabbits, 

insects or even snakes.
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