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  Introduction

Bite-sized guides; Buffet-sized adventures


Welcome to Geary County, Kansas, a destination filled with nature, history, and hometown hospitality. 
Every place has stories. It's my passion to bring them to life, and I've been doing this a very, very long time: in 2002, I founded The Local Tourist as a guide to one neighborhood in downtown Chicago. Today, I cover travel all over the United States, specializing in road trips, the great outdoors, and unique destinations. I'm also a publisher and author of multiple books, most of which are themed around travel. Even my fiction is travel-related: my protagonist is a travel writer.
I've created this guidebook in partnership with the Geary County Convention and Visitors Bureau. They pointed me in the right direction, introduced me to several of the people you'll meet in these pages, and covered my expenses. However, all opinions are expressly my own. 
It's been my long-held belief that traveling to a place is not just about doing things. It's about truly experiencing a destination. Learning its stories. Meeting its residents. I want to help you go beyond the interstate and discover this welcome surprise. 
In this guide, you’ll find an array of things to do, with both extensive profiles of my favorite places and directory-style listings to round out your planning.
TLTip: Throughout this guide, you'll see this term. It's to highlight a quick tip and is a play on the initials of my website, The Local Tourist.  
I hope this guide helps you experience the fascination of a tourist while feeling the comfort of the local.
Enjoy the journey and have fun being a Local Tourist!
Theresa Goodrich






  
  Welcome to Geary County, Kansas

A land of open sky, open water, and open opportunities


As a lifelong Midwesterner (with the exception of one brief four-year stint), I’m familiar with the phrase “flyover country.” Lots of people seem to think there’s nothing to do around here. 
I understand why it can seem like that, especially if you’re driving I-80 through Iowa and Nebraska and I-70 through Illinois and Kansas. I still remember a family trip to Colorado from Indiana when I was 14. Without cell phones, smart phones, tablets, DVD players, podcasts, satellite radio, or any of those other distractions that are so prevalent today, my brother and I were left with Mad Libs, reading, and picking on each other.
I spent a lot of time looking out the window, wondering what went on beyond the billboards. As I’ve learned during my years as a travel writer, there are more stories than I could tell in a lifetime.
If you stay on the highways, it seems like the Midwest in general and the Sunflower State in particular are a whole lotta nothin’. But when you take those exits, you discover there’s a lot more happening.
Not that there are suddenly booming metropolises along the two-lanes. Those small towns and those wide open spaces are part of the charm, part of the defining reason to get off the highway and slow down for a bit.

Geary County, Kansas, is one of those places that’s accused of being a bit, shall we say, sleepy. And by some definitions, it is. Which is why it makes a perfect place for a relaxing getaway, one filled with outdoor fun, history, and a whole lot of hospitality.
Or as we call it, “Midwest nice.”
Geary County straddles I-70 and is probably most well-known as the gateway to Fort Riley and the home of Milford Lake, a destination for fishing enthusiasts. But beyond the Army base and the state's largest lake, Geary County offers a blend of natural beauty and small-town charm that might surprise you. But what's even more surprising is the pivotal role this area played in American history.
This region was at the heart of the struggle against slavery in the mid-19th century. As part of "Bleeding Kansas," Geary County and its surroundings were instrumental in the fight to make Kansas a free state, and are why it's included in the Freedom's Frontier National Heritage Area. The passion and principles of those early settlers helped shape not just the state, but the nation's trajectory towards abolition.
The ideals that made this region crucial in the fight against slavery helped shape the Geary County of today. It's a welcoming community that, despite being the second smallest county in Kansas, is the third most diverse. 
This diversity is evident in its varied food scene. While you'll find classic Midwestern fare, you can also enjoy a range of international cuisines that might seem unexpected in the heart of Kansas.
History buffs will find plenty to explore, with several museums detailing Geary County's military past, and there are sites offering windows into different eras of Kansas history.
If you're a nature lover, there are lots of opportunities to connect with the outdoors. This land of prairie and Flint Hills is the Fishing Capital of Kansas and also draws avid hunters, birdwatchers, and hikers. 
In this guide, we’ll explore this fascinating county in the northeastern part of Kansas. You’ll learn the stories behind the towns of Geary County, including the not one, not two, but four attempts to build a town where Junction City now stands.
And because reading about a place is great, but visiting is even better, you’ll find practical guidance on things to do. There are activities for outdoor adventurers, historical attractions, and a community that's dedicated to proving that being nice can mean finishing first. You’ll also find nearby attractions so you can extend your stay.
We’ll start with some things to know before you go: e.g. weather, location, time zone, etc. Before we get into the nitty gritty of planning your visit, you’ll find answers to your FAQs, and then it’s a brief dive into the area's complex past, because to understand a destination's past is to appreciate its present. There are in-depth profiles of my favorite places, and more directory-style listings of things to do, places to eat, and where to stay. 
Because this is a guide to help you plan your vacation to Geary County, there are itinerary planning pages. And, to help you remember your experience long after you’ve returned to the chaos of daily life, there’s also space to record your memories.
Geary County offers a unique blend of experiences. It's a place where you can slow down and discover the often-overlooked charms of the American Midwest, and in the following pages, you'll discover the attractions, activities, and hospitality that make Geary County special.
Enough chit-chat. Are you ready to Discover Geary County?






  
  [image: image-placeholder]




  
  Know Before You Go

Important details for planning your trip


Before you head to Geary County, there are a few essential details that will help you navigate your way through these north central Kansas communities. Here’s a snapshot of what to expect. 
Location
Geary County straddles I-70 and is about an hour west of Topeka, Kansas, and less than two hours north-northeast of Wichita.
Transportation
The nearest major airport is Manhattan Regional Airport (MHK), about 20 minutes east of Junction City. Kansas City International Airport (MCI) is approximately 2.5 hours away. Within Geary County, personal vehicles are the primary mode of transportation, though limited public transit options are available in Junction City.
Time Zone
Geary County is in the Central Time Zone and follows Daylight Savings Time.
Population
As of the 2020 Census, Geary County had a population of 36,779 people. Two-thirds of them live in Junction City.
Weather
Geary County experiences a Midwestern climate with four distinct seasons. Summers are often hot and humid, while winters can be cold with occasional snowfall.
	Spring: Mild with temperatures ranging from mid-forties to upper seventies.

	Summer: Temperatures often soar into the upper eighties and nineties, often with days exceeding one hundred degrees. Humidity is high, making it feel even hotter.

	Fall: This season brings a drop in temperatures, ranging from the sixties to the low eighties early in the season, and then cooling down to the forties by November. The weather is generally dry with clear skies.

	Winter: Winters can be chilly, with average temperatures ranging from the twenties to forties. Snowfall is moderate, and cold fronts can bring frigid air from the north, leading to lower temperatures at times.



Best Time to Visit
	Spring: Expect wildflowers, mild weather, great birdwatching, and fantastic fishing.

	Summer: Enjoy water activities, camping, outdoor concerts, and vibrant Fourth of July celebrations.

	Fall: Experience stunning fall foliage, harvest festivals, cool hikes, and historic tours.

	Winter: Perfect for a cozy getaway, especially if you enjoy snow-related activities.



Language
English is the primary language, though you may hear multiple languages because of the diversity of the county's residents.
Currency
The U.S. Dollar (USD) is the currency used. Credit cards are widely accepted, but it's wise to carry some cash, particularly when visiting farmers markets.
Tipping
Tipping is customary in the United States, including in Geary County. Here are some general guidelines:
	Restaurants: 15-20% of the pre-tax bill is standard for sit-down service. For exceptional service, 20-25% is appreciated.

	Bars: $1-2 per drink or 15-20% of the total bill.

	Taxis/Rideshares: 15-20% of the fare.

	Hotel housekeeping: $2-5 per night, left daily.

	Barbers/Hairdressers: 15-20% of the service cost.

	Food delivery: 10-15% of the order total.



Note that some restaurants may add an automatic gratuity for large groups. Always check your bill to avoid double-tipping.
Dress Code
Casual and comfortable attire is appropriate.
Parking
Parking is readily available and free in most areas of Geary County. In downtown Junction City, there are both on-street parking spaces and public lots. Always check for any posted time limits or restrictions.
Alcohol Laws
The legal drinking age in Kansas is 21. Alcohol sales are permitted between 9 AM and 11 PM Monday through Saturday, and 12 PM to 8 PM on Sundays. Some restaurants may have different serving hours. Open container laws are enforced, so avoid consuming alcohol in public spaces.
Beer is available at some grocery stores. All other liquor, including wine, can be purchased at dedicated liquor stores.
Cell Phone Coverage
Cell phone coverage is generally good throughout Geary County, especially in and around Junction City. However, some rural areas may have spotty coverage. Major carriers like Verizon, AT&T, and T-Mobile provide service in the area.
Emergency Services
For emergencies, dial 911. The primary healthcare facility is Stormont Vail Health - Flint Hills Campus, 1102 St. Mary's Road, Junction City. For non-emergency police matters, call 785-238-4131.
Special Events and Festivals
Check the local calendar for events such as seasonal festivals, and unique cultural experiences.
Visit Geary County
Don't forget to check out the voice of authority on all things Geary County. The Geary County Convention and Visitors Bureau offers a wealth of information, and it's their passion to help you find things to do. Check out their website at visitgearycounty.com. Once you're in the area, say hi. Their visitor center is at 222 W 6th Street, Junction City, KS 66441 800-528-2489.






  
  Visiting Fort Riley FAQs


There are several museums within Fort Riley, but since this is an active military base, you can't just walk up to the door. Here's what you need to know before you go. 
Q: How can I visit the museums at Fort Riley?
A: Visitors need to obtain a pass from the Visitor Control Center, located near Henry Gate at Exit 301 off I-70. U.S. citizens can get a short-term pass with proper identification. International visitors may need to apply in advance.
Q: I'm a U.S. citizen. What identification do I need to enter Fort Riley?
A: U.S. citizens need a government-issued photo ID (Driver’s License, state ID, passport, foreign passport w/ VISA, resident alien). 
Q: Are there guided tours available of Fort Riley?
A: There are no guided tours of Fort Riley, but there are self-guided driving and walking tours. Check Fort Riley Historical Society's website (fortrileyhistoricalsociety.org/) for information.
Q: Which museums can I visit at Fort Riley?
A: Fort Riley has several museums open to the public, including the U.S. Cavalry Museum and the 1st Infantry Division Museum. The historic Custer House is also open for tours. Check the Historical Attractions chapter for details.
Q: Are there any restrictions on photography in the museums or during tours?
A: Photography is generally allowed in the museums and on tours for personal use. However, always check with museum staff about any specific restrictions.
Q: Can visitors eat at restaurants on the base?
A: Yes, there are
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