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वक्रतुण्ड महाकाय सूर्यकोटि समप्रभ।

निर्विघ्नं कुरु मे देव सर्वकार्येषु सर्वदा॥

|| ॐ गं गणपतयेनमः ||

|| om gaṁ gaṇapataye namaḥ ||

|| ब्रह्मा मुरारी त्रिपुरांतकारी भानु: शशि भूमि सुतो बुधश्च।

गुरुश्च शुक्र शनि राहु केतव सर्वे ग्रहा शांति करा भवंतु। ||

ब्रह्मा, विष्णु और शिव भगवान, सूर्य, चंद्रमा, भूमि सुत यानी मंगल, बुध, गुरु, शुक्र, शनि, राहु और केतु सभी ग्रहों की शांति करें।

|| brahmā murāristripurāntakārī bhānuḥ śaśī bhūmisuto budhaśca guruśca śukraḥ śanirāhuketavaḥ sarve grahāḥ śānti karā bhavantu ||

Brahmā (the Creator), Murāri (Vishnu, the Sustainer), Tripurāntakarin (Siva, the slayer of the demon Tripurāsura), Bhānu (the Sun), Shashin (the Moon), Bhūmisuta (Mars, the son of the Earth), Budha (Mercury), Guru (Jupiter), Shukra (Venus), Shani (Saturn), Rāhu and Ketu, may all these Grahas be peaceful.
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ॐ 

Om Namah Shivay

Om Ganpate Namah

Om Bhum Bhudaaya namah 

I begin writing this Book by first invoking Lord Shiva, my principal deity and Lord Ganesh, who is always revered at the start of any new undertaking. I humbly ask for their blessings and guidance as I embark on this journey of understanding and documenting about the planet Mercury. Mercury which is also called Budh or Budha and relates to our mind, brain and nervous system. Despite being the smallest planet it affects all the decisions we make, digestion of food what we eat and communication which is required for  our social existence. I pray to Lord Budh to impart me knowledge wisdom, and strength to write what is true, best and can be used for dissemination of knowledge of this divine planet.   

The market is currently flooded with a plethora of books on astrology discussing various aspects of role of planets in our life. However, apart from the classical works, many of these books are simply bringing up old sutras without considering their relevance in modern society. Astrology is a subjective study and the sutras given in ancient times change with space and time. We understand that many of the traditional rules and aphorisms have lost relevance in present scenario and therefore, we have made a conscious effort to revise their interpretations and make them applicable to the present times.

After invoking Lord Budh, I will cover about the Introduction of Mercury from astrology point of view. Next, I will cover it as Celestial body form astronomical point of view. In the next chapter we will cover the Mythological stories related to Budha. Understanding of mythology is very important as it holds the secrets which our saints have hidden them in form of clues so that information can be passed to next generations and only worthy one are able to understand and for rest it is a fictious story. In the next chapter we will cover the nature and characteristics of Mercury. These are applicable for those who have very strong mercury or its is the ruling planet. Mercury is associated with two signs and few Nakshatras which we cover thereafter.

In the next chapter we will cover the Mercury relation with health, education and profession. It follows with remedies for Mercury if its is afflicted or weak. In the last we will cover Mercury placement in various houses and signs with few example charts to understand the relevance in a better way. 

Birth details of celebrities as given in example charts has been taken from internet so cannot claim the authenticity of birth data. Knowledge about the subject has been acquired through various courses, books, scriptures and learned people which has been tested through various charts. We acknowledge the authors support who have shared their experience and knowledge for the growth of Astrological sciences. We do not claim that whatever is being mentioned in the Book will be hundred percent applicable to all as astrology is  not about one planet but very complex system of planets, signs and Nakshatras. The information here should be taken as academic value and to be used accordingly.

We hope, this book will provide a comprehensive information to understand about the role of Mercury in our life and we can use remedies to improve our life.
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Mercury is the most active planet of solar system which influence human affairs extensively ranging from mode of communication, transportation, business, commerce, health, creativity and intelligence.

Mercury, often referred to as the "Budha" planet, is intimately linked to "Budhi," which symbolizes intelligence. Despite its status as the smallest planet in our solar system, Mercury is the ruler of communication, intellect, and mental competence. He signifies youthfulness, charm, having sense for humor and the joy of good company. He has a knack for solving puzzles and mastering mind games, He has the expertise in the realm of mental agility, captivating others with his excellent communication skills and command over language. He knows precisely how to articulate thoughts and feelings, whether through expressive speech, captivating writing, or the tact of interaction. He has the insatiable quest for knowledge, passion to solve problems with a razor-sharp mind and quick-witted thinking. Nevertheless, an afflicted Mercury may present challenges in learning and decision-making, warranting thoughtful consideration. As a young child and Prince of Solar family, he is flexible, open minded, adaptable, versatile, can navigate new situations and environments with ease.  He has the nature of duality due to its relationship with two signs Gemini and Virgo or say two parents. If influenced by Gemini, he embraces curiosity, adaptability, and sociability, ever eager to explore the world around him and excessive sexual desires. In contrast, when connected with Virgo, he is virgin, caring, practical, give attention to detail, analytical and even critical. 

Mercury, being an intellectual planet, endows individuals with remarkable intelligence, analytical prowess, and a keen ability to grasp subjects swiftly. It bestows a strong retentive power and the capacity for effective reproduction of knowledge. When Mercury receives the aspect of Jupiter or Venus, it represents a refined political acumen, a sharp intellect, and a logical mind with profound learning and discernment. Those influenced by Mercury exhibit wit, sharpness, and a remarkable ability to acquire knowledge across various fields without formal instruction. Additionally, Mercury instills a sense of curiosity and a deep desire to master occult sciences. However, an afflicted Mercury can render an individual prone to restlessness and inconsistency.

Mercury governs the mentality and the way we react to our senses and impressions. It holds sway over the solar plexus and the central nervous system. However, when afflicted, Mercury can manifest negative traits in an individual. Such a person may become a compulsive gambler, a habitual liar, excessively conceited, and prone to making vain-glorious statements that extol their own virtues. An afflicted Mercurian may resort to cheating, displaying talkativeness, perversion, eccentricity, lack of principles, inconsistency, and boastfulness.

An afflicted Mercury can contribute to various health issues, including vertigo, lethargy, dizziness in the head, mental instability, brain disorders, tuberculosis, stammering, memory defects, dry coughs, excessive salivation, gout in the hands and feet, leprosy, digestive disorders, nervous system ailments, and nervous breakdowns, among others.

When Mercury is afflicted by Mars, disputes, litigation, losses through theft, risky ventures, impulsive decisions leading to public scandal and criticism, and involvement in fraud, cheating, or forgery may occur. If Saturn afflicts Mercury, the individual's efforts may be consistently delayed, leading to disappointment and depression. Disharmony, disputes, debt, and disease may arise. Their education, memory, finances, health, and retentive power may all suffer, resulting in poor outcomes in these areas.

Mercury is one of the potent celestial bodies which are leaving their impacts upon the lives on earth on account of it's placements in different houses of birth chart. It is one of the four planets which are considered natural benefic in Vedic astrology. It confers gains on the native due to it's good placement and high dignity, the gains would be very fast and the native could reach to a high status in a very less time.

Mercury is the fastest planet of the solar system as it completes its circle in the shortest period of 88 days which makes it precedes the sun sometimes and sometimes follow it. As a result of it’s swiftness, it has been regarded as the messenger of deities of heaven in variant mythologies and folk believes

Mercury has been given the rulership of two Zodiac Signs, Gemini and Virgo. It is only planets in astrology which is exalted in its own sign. In Virgo, Mercury is exalted, with its highest point of exaltation at 15 degrees. Mercury is debilitated in Pisces with lowest point of debilitation at 15 degrees. The first 15 degrees of Virgo represent the exaltation portion of the sign, while the portion from 16 to 20 degrees is considered Mercury's Mooltrikona, and the remaining degrees are its Swakshetra. Additionally, the entire sign of Gemini is also considered Mercury's Swakshetra. Among the planets, Sun and Venus are considered friends of Mercury, while the Moon is seen as an enemy. Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn are considered neutral in their relationship with Mercury.

Mercury has been given the status of a Prince, a child in the Solar family. If Mercury is placed in the 2nd,4th or 7th house, the houses which relate to family or relationship, he would not like his mother. This type of behaviour may be drawn from his enmity from Moon. 
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Mercury as Celestial Body
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Among all the planets in our solar system, Mercury holds the distinction of being the smallest in our solar system and nearest to the Sun, Mercury is only slightly larger than Earth's Moon. Mercury is situated closest to the Sun compared to all the other planets. Mercury has the sunlight seven times brighter than earth. Despite its proximity to the Sun, Mercury is not the hottest planet in our solar system as Venus due to its dense atmosphere become the hottest planet of Solar system.  

[image: image]

Picture 1 Solar System

Due to its extreme proximity to the Sun, Mercury experiences scorching temperatures during the day, reaching up to 800 degrees Fahrenheit (430 degrees Celsius). Conversely, during the night, temperatures plummet to as low as -290 degrees Fahrenheit (-180 degrees Celsius). These extreme temperature conditions make it inhospitable for any form of life to exist on Mercury.

[image: Overview | Mercury – NASA Solar System Exploration][image: image]The distance between Mercury and the Sun measures approximately 58 million kms. Mercury's highly eccentric, egg-shaped orbit takes the planet from 47 million kms to 70 million kms from the Sun. It speeds around the Sun every 88 days, traveling through space at nearly 47 kms per second, faster than any other planet whereas the Earth requires 365 days to complete its annual journey. Mercury spins slowly on its axis and completes one rotation every 59 Earth days. What is connection of 88 days with human affairs needs to be researched.

Mercury lacks any moons in its orbit, while both Earth and Mars possess moons. Unlike Saturn, which boasts a prominent ring system, Mercury does not possess any rings. It is primarily a rocky planet similar in nature to Earth.
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Mythological Story 
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Knowledge of mythology related with any planet or Nakshatra is very important as it gives the clue about the nature, traits, behavior, and characteristics which relate to a person dominated by that heavenly body. Mythology is a means to pass information to next generations in codified form and only that worthy will be able to decipher. It protects the knowledge getting in wrong hands. In any mythology, you need to understand the keyword rather than getting in literal meaning of story. I will try to highlight a few keywords which define the true nature of Mercury. 

Birth of Budha

As per Hindu Mythology, the planet Mercury is the Son of Chandra and Tara. The Moon (Chandra) is a disciple of the Jupiter. The Moon used to go to Jupiter to learn and study. The wife of Jupiter, Tara fell in love with Moon as he was extremely handsome to look at. In course of time, both Tara and Moon developed an affair that caused the birth of the Mercury. 

Later there was a dispute regarding his paternity, with Chandra claiming to be his father while Tara remained silent. Frustrated by the conflict, Budha demanded that his mother reveal the truth. Tara finally confessed that Chandra was indeed Budha's father.

This act sparked a war between Chandra and Brihaspati, with Shukracharya, the teacher of the Asuras, joining Chandra's side and the gods supporting Brihaspati. The war, known as Tarakaamayam, was fought over the desire for Tara. Fearing the destruction of the world, Lord Brahma



Budha Story
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