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7 of Wands

Eliot was playing music as he worked in the greenhouse. Alice listened to the music as she walked into the tarot reading room. Things were still off and different in the house. Once there were three elves working and now there were only two. The cats still guarded the house and gave affection to their caretakers.

Alice stopped at the shelf and spread the cards of the special deck. She drew one and straightened up the remaining cards. She turned and left the room to go upstairs. She walked into the room she shared with her husband and sat down at her desk.

She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and blinked. The three different version of 7 of Wands were radically different from one another.

She wrote down her notes and lost track of time. She didn’t worry about the orders or the tarot readings. She knew she’d get notified by her tablet about any work she would have to do. In fact, it was at breakfast that she was notified there was work to do, but it could all be done after lunch.

She didn’t set down her pen until she heard Eliot cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down and stood up. She walked out of their room and down the stairs. She entered the kitchen and set the table. She grabbed drinks and sat down. He finished cooking and served them. He sat down with her.

“Did the studying go well?”

“Yeah.”

“So, what is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen.

Alice answered, “7 of Wands.”

Madeline smiled. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is the king of the hill, a brave person facing incredible odds, business or competition, debate, success, victory, engagement or committed relationship after incredible odds, talk, conferences, negotiations, self defense, or protection against the competition.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is anxiety, being unsure of one’s position, hesitancy to the point of loss, embarrassment, hard failure, suspicion, or arguments.”

Madeline nodded. “I know you’ll keep up the work and get another card tomorrow.” She smiled and disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “So, one more wand and six more major arcana cards left.”

Alice nodded. “Yeah, that’s it. Won’t be much longer now.”

“Did you check the schedule for today?”

“Yes. I set up an alert to tell me in the morning what all needs to be done. I know I have some crafting to do and some readings later, but not until after lunch.”

He nodded. “Good. I’ve got my part of the orders done and just need to work on the back stock. I can also deal with clients as they come and go.”

She smiled. “That does help out. I know when you do that, the tarot clients don’t fret so much.”

They finished eating, cleared the table and cleaned the kitchen. They left the dishes soaking in the sink for now. They walked to the greenhouse and got right to work on the crafting. He went in search of the plants he needed to prepare for their back stock and she worked on the toiletry items. Soon, she packed up the rest of the big orders and sealed the boxes when the delivery person came by to accept them.

“Wow, you’re still doing well in spite of your recent loss.”

Alice smiled. “We try. The work actually helps with the transition.”

The delivery person smiled and loaded the boxes onto their vehicle. They left soon after. Eliot came back to the greenhouse to work on the back stock. She crafted items for the back stock and to help cover the smaller orders. It didn’t seem to take them long to finish the back stock.

They were cleaning the greenhouse when Klio and Klia walked into room and jumped up to their favorite perch. They watched the comings and goings of everyone outside and talked with the neighborhood cats.

Klio and Klia growled and hissed. Alice and Eliot looked up at the cats and in the same directions as the felines did.

Eliot said, “Ugh, here they come again.”

“What is it this time?”

Adrian helped his mother out of his car. Heath walked over to the greenhouse. He stopped and waited for Adrian and Mrs. Flowers to join him.

Heath stared down Eliot, Alice, Klio and Klia. “Alright, this is it. Eliot, stand aside, or I will be forced to use my magic.”

Eliot frowned. “What are you talking about it?”

Heath scoffed. “Alice is mine and not yours. Clearly, you put a love spell on her and I’m going to set her free.”

Alice frowned. “No, Heath. You’re the one who put a love spell on me and I broke it. You can’t stand that I did that. Here you are once again thinking you will win me back. But you’ve failed just as my brother and mother have failed with me in the past. I’m staying with Eliot and you three need to accept it.”

Adrian said, “That’s enough, Alice. We know what you need better than you ever did. You’re too stupid and mentally ill to understand what is really happening here.”

A small spaceship landed nearby and Zane came out of it. He walked over to the trio on the lawn. “And what is really happening here, Adrian?”

Everyone turned to look at Zane.

Adrian frowned. “Alice is just as stubborn as ever. She doesn’t know what’s good for her.”

Zane raised an eyebrow. “Madeline may be dead and gone now, but that doesn’t change what Alice knows about herself. Nor does it change that you, your mother and Heath have no clue what Alice needs or even wants in her life.”

Mrs. Flowers cried. “But I’m her mother and I love her very much.”

Zane said, “That might be true, but you have a funny way of showing it. If anything, Mrs. Flowers, you don’t act as if you love Alice. You have showed throughout the years that you think of Alice as an extension of yourself. You never could see she was an entirely different person and she deserves to be treated with unconditional love and respect. Two things you lack when dealing with others.”

Adrian scoffed. “How dare you talk to my mom that way! We’ve always known Alice is stupid and mentally ill. She doesn’t know how she feels. She’s the one who gets it wrong, not us. We know her far better than she’s ever known herself.”

Zane sighed. “Seriously? The reality is Alice knows herself and doesn’t lie to herself about anything. She can face the truth about Adrian, Mrs. Flowers and Heath. Something which those three never could. It’s not hard to prove you three are the ones who are mentally ill and stuck on beliefs that aren’t real at all and not based in reality. That’s wrong thinking and you refuse to let go of those beliefs. That’s why none of you can see Alice as she truly is. That’s really too bad and it’s your problem, not hers.”

Heath growled and raised his hand and pointed his finger at Eliot. Alice and Eliot raised their hands and blocked him. The bad werewolf collapsed. Mrs. Flowers screamed. Adrian tried to comfort his mother.

Zane blinked. “Heath, you’re a fool. You never had a chance against Alice and Eliot. They are stronger than you know or could even believe. Now get out of here. Don’t ever come back. I don’t care if Madeline is dead. This is Alice and Eliot’s house now. Adrian, Mrs. Flowers and Heath, you’re trespassing.”

The police showed up moments later with sirens blaring. They came out. “Alright, that’s enough harassment. Move along, Mrs. and Mr. Flowers and Mr. Collins.”

Heath picked himself up and stood up. He walked slowly with a limp back to the car. Adrian helped his mother back into his car.

The police said, “If we ever catch any of the three of you here again, we will arrest you for disturbing the peace.”

Mrs. Flowers kept crying. Adrian sighed. Heath slumped in the back of the car. Adrian drove off.

The police said, “They better not bother you, Mr. Rivers and Ms. Flowers, again. You may call us if they do.”

Alice and Eliot said at the same time, “Okay, we will.”

The police nodded to Zane and left moments later.

Zane looked at the elves. “Alice and Eliot, Madeline wouldn’t by chance be living here as a ghost?”

Alice and Eliot smiled. He opened the door to the greenhouse and invited the werewolf in. Zane came inside. They led him into the living room. Madeline appeared before them.

Zane smiled. “This doesn’t surprise me one bit.”

Madeline smiled. “Hello, Zane. It’s nice of you to stop by and check on Alice and Eliot.”

Zane said, “It’s the least I can do. The police came this time and gave your sister, nephew and Heath a warning. If they ever come back here, they will be arrested.”

Madeline laughed. “I hope that keeps them away from here. Although, I wouldn’t be surprised if they try to come back again. They never seem to learn or respect anyone’s boundaries.”

Zane said, “I know too many people like that.”

Madeline said, “I’m sure in your line work, they can be hard to avoid.”

Zane smiled. “They are. Well, it’s good to see you all. I’m glad Alice and Eliot are still happy to be together.”

Alice and Eliot smiled and held hands.

Eliot said, “She’s worth the wait.”

Alice said, “I’m glad I took the chance and found more than I thought I would.”
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