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    To Lovers of Cardinals.
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BIG AS DAD, BABY

Opens mouth and flickers wings

Sends hunger’s signal
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MOUTH TO MOUTH TRANSFER

The seeds lay right on the ground

We’re fed by love too
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A NEW WORLD OUT THERE

Spikey head feathers, long tail

The bird’s eye sees all
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STUNNED LOOK, STEPPING OUT 

Of shade, multi-colored me 

On the ground, I feed
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THE SUN IS GOOD TOO

Curious, I consider

What shape, what color?

[image: image]

[image: image]

A BIRD NEXT TO ME

Grayish and a smaller shape 

Not alone out here
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SOMETIMES, I’M ALONE

Uncertain, iridescent

Wait . . . a friend is near

[image: image]

––––––––
[image: image]


[image: image]

MY BRIGHTNESS HIDDEN

And I’m left alone to sing

My within summoned
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Ahh, that time of year

Molting, looking ragged new

A little rough then
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WAIT, THERE’S SOMETHING MORE

Flight! Testing, wafting my wings

Equipment working
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WINTER TRIAL RUN

Rather fancy, this flying

Wings are sort of long
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TAKE A DIVE DOWNWARDS

Quite fast and direct, you think

Wings have to balance
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A SHARP OVAL NOW

Red blazing along my back 

Wings and body one 
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WHAT’S THIS FEATHERED MIX?

A little confused, I’d say

But somehow it works
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SNOW STORM, WHIRLING WIND

Lines waft to a high beyond

Above my huddle
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FOR A LONG MOMENT

I’m hurling straight toward you 

A whirlwind flaring 
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TIME TO LEAVE YOU NOW

One day, we’ll all say goodbye

But maybe.... There’s more
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