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Learning a new language can feel exciting, intimidating, and deeply personal all at the same time. Maybe you’re here because you’re traveling to Cebu. Maybe you have family roots in the Visayas. Maybe someone you love speaks Cebuano, and you want to understand them better. Or maybe you’re simply curious—drawn by the rhythm of the language and the warmth of the culture behind it.

Whatever brought you here, you’re in the right place.

Cebuano, also widely known as Bisaya, is one of the most spoken languages in the Philippines. It is the everyday language of millions of people across Cebu, Bohol, Mindanao, and many surrounding regions. It’s heard in markets and jeepneys, at dinner tables, in classrooms, in laughter between friends, and in quiet conversations at home. It is expressive, practical, and deeply connected to identity.

And the good news? It’s very learnable.

This book was created with one simple goal in mind: to make Cebuano feel accessible. Not overwhelming. Not academic. Not filled with complicated grammar rules that make you close the book after ten pages. Just clear, practical language that you can actually use.

Because language is not meant to stay on paper. It’s meant to be spoken.

Why Learn Cebuano?

When you speak to someone in their own language, something shifts. Even if your accent isn’t perfect. Even if your vocabulary is small. Even if you only know how to say hello and thank you.

Effort matters.

In Cebuano culture, even a small attempt to speak the language is warmly received. A simple “Maayong buntag” or “Salamat kaayo” can open doors, soften conversations, and build instant connection. It shows respect. It shows interest. It shows heart.

Beyond travel and communication, learning Cebuano gives you insight into how people think and express themselves. Every language carries its own way of seeing the world. Certain expressions don’t translate directly into English because they carry emotion, humor, or cultural nuance that lives inside the language itself.

When you learn Cebuano, you’re not just memorizing words. You’re stepping into a living culture.

This Is Not a Textbook

Let’s be clear about something.

This book is not designed to feel like a university course. You won’t find pages of linguistic theory or complicated sentence diagrams. You don’t need a background in grammar. You don’t need previous language-learning experience.

What you will find are:

	Clear explanations

	Everyday vocabulary

	Natural phrases people actually use

	Short dialogues that reflect real situations

	Simple sentence-building guidance

	English translations that make everything easy to follow


Think of this as your friendly guide—the kind that sits beside you and says, “Let’s take this one step at a time.”

You don’t need to rush. You don’t need to be perfect. You just need to begin.

How This Book Is Structured

We start with the foundations. You’ll learn pronunciation basics and the sounds that make Cebuano distinct. The alphabet will not overwhelm you, because it is surprisingly straightforward once you understand how certain letters are pronounced.

From there, we move into everyday essentials: greetings, introductions, numbers, time, and common expressions. These are the building blocks of real communication. Even with just these, you’ll already be able to hold simple exchanges.

Then we gradually expand your vocabulary into daily life situations — food, shopping, transportation, family, work, and emotions. Each section is organized in a way that feels natural, like learning through real-life context rather than random word lists.

Later, we gently introduce basic sentence structure. Not in a heavy way, but in a way that helps you understand how Cebuano sentences are formed. You’ll start to see patterns. And once you see the patterns, everything becomes easier.

Finally, you’ll find short dialogues and practice sections that help you reinforce what you’ve learned. These aren’t tests meant to stress you out. They’re simply tools to help you feel more confident.

A Quick Note on Cebuano and Bisaya

You may hear the language referred to as Cebuano or Bisaya. In many regions, people use the terms interchangeably. Technically, Bisaya can refer to a broader group of related languages in the Visayas and Mindanao, but in everyday conversation, when someone says “Bisaya,” they often mean Cebuano.

In this book, we use “Cebuano” for clarity, but you’ll hear both terms in real life.

If someone asks you, “Kabalo ka mag-Bisaya?”
They’re asking, “Do you know how to speak Bisaya?”
Now you will.

Pronunciation Is Simpler Than You Think

One of the biggest fears people have when learning a language is pronunciation. The good news is that Cebuano is generally phonetic. Words are usually pronounced the way they are spelled.

There are no silent letters hiding in the shadows. No unpredictable vowel combinations waiting to surprise you.

Once you understand the basic sounds, reading Cebuano becomes much easier than you might expect.

And here’s something important: perfection is not required. Communication is the goal. If someone understands you, you’ve succeeded.
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How to Use This Book Effectively

You can approach this book in different ways depending on your goal.

If you’re preparing for travel:
Focus on greetings, food, transportation, and polite expressions first.
If you’re learning for family or relationships:
Spend time on everyday conversation, emotions, and casual speech.
If you’re studying seriously:
Move chapter by chapter. Practice saying words out loud. Repeat example sentences. Create your own variations.
Language lives in repetition. Don’t just read silently. Speak. Even if it feels awkward at first. Especially if it feels awkward at first.

Try this simple method:

	Read the Cebuano phrase.

	Say it slowly.

	Read the English translation.

	Repeat the Cebuano phrase again.


Your brain absorbs patterns through rhythm and repetition.
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Expect Small Wins

You don’t need to master everything to feel progress.

The first time you understand a sentence without looking at the translation—that’s a win.

The first time someone replies to your Cebuano and keeps the conversation going—that’s a win.

The first time you think in Cebuano, even for a brief moment—that’s a big win.

Language learning is not about instant fluency. It’s about gradual familiarity. Word by word. Phrase by phrase. Conversation by conversation.

And the beautiful thing about Cebuano speakers? They are often patient and encouraging with learners. Effort is respected.

A Cultural Note

Cebuano communication tends to value warmth, respect, and humility. Polite words matter. Tone matters. Even small additions like “ha,” “ba,” or “lagi” can subtly change meaning and emotion. You’ll encounter these throughout the book, explained in simple ways.

You’ll also notice that some expressions are more feeling-based than literal. That’s part of what makes Cebuano vibrant. It carries personality.

As you move through this guide, don’t just memorize. Listen for tone. Imagine the situation. Picture the conversation.

Language is more than vocabulary. It’s atmosphere.

You’re Closer Than You Think

At first glance, any new language can seem distant. But once you begin, you’ll notice something surprising.

Many Cebuano words will start to feel familiar. Some have Spanish influence. Some resemble other Filipino languages. Some are short and rhythmic. Others carry repetition that makes them memorable.

Before long, phrases will start forming naturally in your mind.

And one day, without overthinking it, you’ll respond in Cebuano.

That’s when you realize it’s no longer just a subject you’re studying. It’s something you’re using.

Let’s Begin

You don’t need special talent to learn a language. You don’t need perfect memory. You don’t need to sound like a native speaker.

You just need curiosity and consistency.

Cebuano Made Simple was written to guide you step by step, clearly and naturally. No pressure. No heavy technical explanations. Just practical language you can bring into real life.

Turn the page.

Let’s start with the sounds.

And from there, let’s start speaking.
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Chapter 1: The Cebuano Alphabet and Sounds
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Before you learn phrases.
Before you build sentences.
Before you hold your first real conversation.
You need to understand how Cebuano sounds.

The good news is this: Cebuano pronunciation is much simpler than many other languages. There are no silent letters hiding inside words. There are no complicated spelling traps waiting to confuse you. In most cases, what you see is what you say.

That alone should make you breathe a little easier.

This chapter will help you become comfortable with the basic sounds of Cebuano. Not in a technical or overwhelming way, but in a practical way. By the end, you should feel confident reading simple words out loud.

And that confidence is important. Because when you can read a word correctly, you are already halfway to speaking it.

The Cebuano Alphabet

Cebuano uses the same modern alphabet as English, with a few small differences in usage. The letters are familiar, which makes learning much smoother for beginners.

Here are the letters:

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
Ñ
Ng
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z
You may notice something interesting. There are letters like F, Q, V, X, and Z that are not traditionally native to older Cebuano vocabulary. They appear mostly in borrowed words, especially from Spanish or English.

For example:

	Telebisyon (television)

	Prutas (fruits)

	Relihiyon (religion)


Modern Cebuano has naturally absorbed influences over time, especially from Spanish and English. That means you will sometimes encounter words that look familiar.

But do not let that confuse you. The pronunciation still follows Cebuano sound rules.

The Vowels: Clear and Steady

Let’s start with the vowels, because they are the heart of pronunciation.

Cebuano has five main vowel sounds:

A
E
I
O
U
Unlike English, Cebuano vowels are consistent. They do not change unpredictably depending on the word. Each vowel generally keeps the same sound.

A

Pronounced like the “a” in “father.”

Example:

	Ama – father

	Bata – child


Say it clearly and openly: ah.

E

Pronounced like the “e” in “bed.”

Example:

	Mesa – table

	Pede – can / allowed


Short and steady. Eh.

I

Pronounced like the “ee” in “see.”

Example:

	Ilaw – light

	Isda – fish


It sounds like ee.

O

Pronounced like the “o” in “more,” but shorter and cleaner.

Example:

	Oo – yes

	Bola – ball


Rounded lips. Oh.

U

Pronounced like the “oo” in “food.”

Example:

	Ulan – rain

	Pula – red


Soft and rounded: oo.

Now here’s something important. Cebuano vowels are pure sounds. They do not glide the way English vowels often do. When you say “A,” keep it steady. Do not turn it into “ey.” When you say “O,” do not stretch it into “ow.”

Clean. Clear. Direct.

Try reading this slowly:

Bata
Balay
Isda
Ulan
Bola
If you pronounce each vowel consistently, you are already sounding more natural.

Consonants: Mostly Familiar

Most Cebuano consonants are pronounced very similarly to English. But there are a few details worth noticing.

B, D, K, P, T

These are pronounced clearly and without heavy aspiration. In English, we often release a strong puff of air with sounds like “P” and “T.” In Cebuano, the sound


	Balay – house

	Bata – child

	Tubig – water






	Gatas – milk

	Gabii – night






	Hapon – afternoon

	Humay – rice (uncooked)





	Kaon – eat

	Kamot – hand






	Guro – maybe

	Balay ra – just the house








	Ngano – why

	Ngipon – teeth

	Ngisi – smile










	BA-lay (house)

	ba-TA (child)
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	Maayong – good

	Gabii – night










	Eskwela – school

	Sapatos – shoes

	Merkado – market





	Kompyuter

	Internet

	Driver















	Do not overcomplicate pronunciation. Cebuano is more straightforward than you think.

	Do not apply English vowel rules. Keep vowels steady.

	Do not be afraid of “ng.” Practice it often.

	Do not rush. Clarity is better than speed.
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