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One of the things that we will say to a new Christian or somebody who’s not yet saved is to go away and read the Gospel of John. John is beautiful. John is majestic. In fact, 80 per cent of what you find in the Gospel of John is not found in the synoptic Gospels, which, of course, is Matthew, Mark, and Luke. So for a new Christian, John’s gospel is perfect to go to, and John’s writings line up beautifully with the Pauline writings.

So it seemed appropriate to me to make a video going through the Gospel of John. I’ve also done videos on Hebrews, Revelation, 1 Peter, 1 Timothy, and segments from Genesis, and I hope you are blessed by the content of this video as with other videos that I’ve made doing an expository verse-by-verse commentary. And the correct way to read the Bible is to exegete the Scripture, which means to take from the Scripture what is clearly there – that is exegesis – whereas the incorrect way to read the Bible is to read into the text, which is eisegesis, and that’s what all of the cults do, and that’s what many false religions do. And a huge part of ”Christianity” is now apostate, and if you live in the UK, then you are in a very small group of people if you are a Bible believer – a very, very small group. I see videos of people that have come away from organised religion, and they’re meeting in houses now. Some are even meeting in coffee shops and in some very unusual places.

The UK is going through a period of great testing, and I’ve said this on the videos that the Charismatics are pretty strong in the UK. Islam is pretty strong in the UK, and Roman Catholicism is pretty strong in the UK. And the reason why the latter of the three is pretty strong in the UK is primarily down to the huge influx of Eastern Europeans that have come into the UK in recent years, and they came into the UK thanks to the last government, the labour party, and those people are Roman Catholic, for the most part. And most people from Eastern Europe are very religious, so sometimes it’s a little misleading if you hear Catholic apologists trying to give the impression that the Church of Rome is growing when, in reality, what you are seeing is a decline in western attendance or British attendance or attendees but an increase in European attendees. So you need to know what’s going on in your host country to get a good picture of what is happening and not be deceived.

Matthew 24 makes it clear that in the last days many would be deceived, but Jesus also said that the elect would not be deceived. So the elect cannot be deceived. And the question is then asked, “Who will be deceived?” And those who will be deceived, according to 2 Thessalonians chapter 2 and Matthew chapter 7, are the goats. The goats are the ones who were never saved to begin with, but that was another theme of another video that I did some time ago, which I don’t want to go over again.

But today I want to look at John’s gospel, and there will be no notes. This is simply a verse-by-verse off-the-top-of-my-head commentary. It’s unscripted, and hopefully you will not only be blessed by this, but I would certainly encourage you to follow along in your Bibles with me. I use the King James Bible. I’m a King James Bible believer, and 2011 is the 400th anniversary of the AV, the Authorized Version as we call it in the UK. So if you’ve got a King James, please open it and let’s look at verse 1 from chapter 1.
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CHAPTER 1


VERSE 1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
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Very clear. The word of God says there is only one God, and here the Word is called God. Now, we know that capital “G” always underscores the truth that it is referring to Jehovah God, whereas lower case “g” normally refers to the devil. And in 2 Corinthians chapter 4 verse 4, Satan is called “the god of this world,” but here capital “G” is used and capital “W” is used, so you cannot escape the fact that Jesus Christ as the Word is God.

I can remember a conversation I had some years ago on the streets in a town called Bury in the North of England, and I was doing some street ministry with my father and another brother, and a Jehovah’s Witness came along, a man and his wife, and I got the impression that they were both Witnesses. And we got on to the deity of Christ, something which all Bible believers hold to. And I said to him that Jesus was God and is God, something which I still hold to to this day, and he said no that He wasn’t. And he went to 1 Corinthians chapter 8 where Paul speaks about there be many gods and many lords but to us there’s only one God. And I tried to explain to this Jehovah’s Witness that to a non-Jew and for today a non-Christian there are many gods. If you are a Mormon, then you believe in many gods, which makes you a polytheist, but if you are a Biblicist, if you are a Bible believer, you believe in one God. So just because he was able to cite 1 Corinthians 8 – and he also went to the book of Acts – did not mean that God in His word is saying there are other gods apart from Him but that there are minor gods, and, of course, the devil is referred to as a small god always in a derogatory manner, of course. And we’ll look at Psalm 82 when we get there a little later on in the Gospel of John, but here I wanted to underscore the absolute paramount truth that the Word was in the beginning with God and the Word was God. And you just cannot get around that. And even in the Jehovah’s Witness interlinear it says that God was the Word, not lower case “g” which you’ll find in the New World Translation, so-called Biblical translation of the word of God, but it says in the Bible that God was the Word.

VERSE 2: “The same was in the beginning with God.”

I will say this also that when it says “the beginning” from verse 1, it must be in reference to time because time had a beginning, whereas God has no beginning. And if you go back to the book of Genesis, it says “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” So John quite clearly is using artistic liberty, which he is entitled to do through the Holy Spirit who wrote both Testaments, and he’s using the creation of the world from Genesis 1 and pointing it to Christ. Christ was there before the foundation of the world, which you’ll find later in this gospel, but here he’s doing a very clear analogy. He’s doing a very clear analogy between the creation of the world and the beginning of time when the Word already was.

VERSES 3-5 “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”

A couple things I want to say there. Again, go back to Genesis. The word of God says, “Let there be light: and there was light.” God spoke light into existence, and here very clearly the analogy has already been drawn, and you’ll see more of that in verse 5 but also in verse 3 very clearly, and unequivocal language says everything was made by Him. He’s not only the firstborn, which I will show later to be in reference to His preeminence not His chronological birth, but He is the “author and finisher of our faith” as well according to the book of Hebrews.

One other quick point. In verse 5 where it says, ”the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not,” until you are born again, you cannot perceive, you cannot comprehend, you cannot fathom the things of God. Paul says they are foolishness to you. And, of course, darkness cannot comprehend the light; hence why the devil has already been defeated.

VERSES 6-9: “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”

The Scripture says that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Paul told us in the book of Ephesians that when a man gives himself up to a reprobate mind, then God, according to Romans chapter 1, gives that person up. But here, before man destroys himself, the Scripture says that John was sent to bear witness of that Light, and verse 9 says “That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” Every man, without exception, everybody who’s been born since Adam has God’s imprint stamped on him. That doesn’t mean that you are automatically a child of God. You may be a physical descendant from Adam through your first birth, but that won’t save you. You need to be born again into the family of God, and that comes with the second birth.

So verses 7 and 9 make it crystal clear and I put to you that the Light that came into the world lights every man. Also you can quite clearly take from that that everybody has a conscience, everybody has the knowledge of good and evil because the light God has given to mankind remains until this day.

VERSES 10-11: “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”

Two things: First of all, verse 10 makes it very clear that He is the Author of all things. He wasn’t a junior partner. He wasn’t a little god. He wasn’t a glorified man as some of the false religions teach, but He made all things. And “He came unto his own.” Now, His own here are the Jews, and if any of you are Calvinists and you believe in limited atonement, then you look at verse 11 and you scratch your head, because later on it says He kept His own until the end. So what that means is that although He was rejected by those that He came for, that doesn’t mean He didn’t die for them. And I’ll get into that a little more as we go on.

VERSES 12-13: “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

That is how you got saved. That is the source of the new birth – not why you got saved, but that’s how you got saved. You made the appropriation to be saved. God made the provision. He provided it, but you had to appropriate it. So when it says that God is the Saviour of the world – which, of course, He is – that means everybody, especially to those that believe, those that have appropriated the atonement, those that have received it.

So He comes to His own. His own reject it. Second Peter 2:1 says they denied the Lord even though He had bought them, but to as many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become the sons of God. So the atonement quite clearly has been provided for all people. We are told in 7 and 9 that He lights everybody that comes into the world so that all through Him might believe. He came unto His own, but His own received Him not. It’s very clear when you read the verses side-by-side and you cross-reference it with other Scriptures. As

Martin Luther said, “Scripture with Scripture.” And this video is being made just after Reformation Day, October 31st, a day which went down in history, and the world was never the same, and we give God the glory for that.

Martin Luther may not have been a perfect man – in fact, he had many faults. He was very much a product of his generation. He was a Catholic through and through, and unfortunately he retained some of that bigotry, some of that hatred of the Jews in some of his attitude; but nonetheless, the Lord was still able to use him, and he was still able to set the world free through his work. And that’s why it’s imperative to go to the Scripture to check everybody in light of Scripture to make sure that he or she lines up with God’s word.

But not everything that Luther said and did was wrong, and I’m happy to quote him because he was quite right when he said, “Scripture with Scripture.” And that’s the only way you can get the Bible down and not fall into the trap of reading into the text what is not there. Again, that’s eisegesis. But to read from the text what is clearly defined is exegesis.

VERSE 14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.”

John was an apostle. John was an eyewitness. Peter says in his epistle that he also was an eyewitness. The writings of the New Testament were written by eyewitnesses either by the apostles themselves or their associates, but here John says, “we beheld his glory.” All of the apostles but one were murdered for their faith in Christ. These men would not have been murdered for their faith in Christ had they gone to the south of France with Mary Magdalene, as some heretics still teach to this day, and enjoy “the good life.” They would not have laid their lives down had that been the case. But they had seen the crucified and the risen Saviour, and that transformed their lives completely.

VERSES 15-16 “John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

In a nutshell the Old Testament right up to John, and Matthew chapter 11 says the law and the prophets were until John and would cover the period of the law, but when Jesus comes, it’s grace and truth. But that does not mean there wasn’t any truth before Jesus. Clearly there was. But that grace comes with Christ. Christ comes to initiate a new covenant. Everything pointed to the Lamb of God, and when He arrived on the scene and He fulfilled His destiny – He volunteered to come and do what He did – then grace took on a whole new meaning, and we now live under New Testament, New Covenant, and we are saved simply by believing on the Lord – true faith – and we are kept saved by our faith in Him. He saved us and He keeps us saved. We don’t help ourselves to get saved, and we don’t help ourselves to stay saved.

VERSE 18: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”

Jesus is the only unique Son of God, period. We do street ministry all the time every weekend, and we see this Islamic lady who comes along most weekends, and I would say that she’s quite possibly a convert from whatever she was to Islam. And she says that Jesus isn’t God’s son; God has no Son. Now, you know as a Bible believer and I know as a Bible believer that that is Antichrist according to 1 John, and if you die with that belief, you go to Hell. I’ve told her that. I’ve pleaded with this woman; we’ve all pleaded with her to repent, to come to the knowledge of the truth, but, again, unless you’re born again, unless you know the word of God, unless you know Jesus Christ personally through the new birth – and, again, verse 5 says “the darkness comprehended it not” – until you are born again, this whole message is completely foreign to you. But here it says that Jesus is the only begotten Son. He’s completely unique. He is completely from God.

Something else I want to say here. My belief has always been since being a Christian, since reading the Scriptures that God the Father has yet to be seen by mankind. When God appeared in the Old Testament, I believe that’s what’s called a Christophany, and what that means is a pre-incarnation of Jesus Christ. It’s Jesus taking on physical form so that He can be seen by His subjects, but He has yet to become the God-Man until the First Coming. So Moses, Abraham, Samuel, all of the Old Testament prophets that saw God, that spoke to God, that heard God were seeing Jesus Christ. It’s a Christophany. And as we go through John – and I’ll give you some of the cross-references – I think you will agree with me on this.

VERSES 19-22: “And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?”

Two things: They knew that Elijah would come back – and, of course, he will come back. I believe he’s one of the two witnesses in Revelation – and they were also waiting for the Messiah to come. So they see John, a very odd character in his generation and even for today’s generation with his dress code and with the way that he behaved. And all of the scholars today, all of the boffins, all of the well-to-do Christians, for the most part, would cross the street if they saw John the Baptist coming to them. But God chose him; God commissioned him; and Paul says that God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. But they saw this man, and they wondered if he was either Elijah or could he be the Messiah. They just did not know.

Just one quick thing I want to squeeze in, something I just overlooked. Briefly, verse 14, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” If you go to Zechariah, Zechariah chapter 2 ‒ and this is a very kind of relaxed video, I guess. There’s no preparation in a sense. And I sometimes think that to just do what I’m going to do now gives it a bit of an edge, a bit of excitement. It’s like doing a live radio show. If you’ve ever done a live radio show, you know how nerve-racking that can be because you don’t get a chance to do a retake. The way I do these videos is I literally read the Scripture, and I give you my thoughts, and then I give you the cross-references if they come to mind or if I see them penned in my very packed Bible. But verse 14, cross-reference that to Zechariah 2, verse 11, and it says that “many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.” There’s the Father referring to the Son, and it’s a First-and it’s a Second Coming passage.

So when it says “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,” that’s a reference to the First Coming. But I go back to Zechariah, and I see the first and the second coming found in Scripture.

So, once again, it shows that the Son of God is God and the Father is also God. And I’ve done videos on the Trinity, so I shan’t go over that again. But what I wanted to underscore was the absolute clarity of Scripture that when you look at Jesus Christ, He was more than Gandhi; He was more than the Maitreya; He was more than Muhammad. He is completely God, and you will see that unequivocally as you hopefully remain with me as I go through the book of John.

VERSE 23: “He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”

John came to make a path for the Lord, a highway for our God. When you think of a highway today or motorway, as we call it in the UK, but a highway – a pretty modern word – but nonetheless he was sent to get people ready for God. You cannot read this part of Scripture which is taken from Isaiah chapter 40 where it clearly is in reference to Jehovah God, but here John is quoting it and he’s putting it and he’s aiming it and he’s directing it and he’s crediting it to Jesus Christ. Paul says that Jesus didn’t think it was robbery to make Himself equal to God.

VERSE 24: “And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.”

A religious priesthood. Most of their customs and their beliefs came out of Babylon when the Jews went into captivity for 70 years, and it’s kind of shocking when you read through the four gospels that these religious men in long clothing – and we still have people today that like to dress up in long clothing. They like to be called “Father” or “Reverend” or “Vicar,” and, of course, none of these titles are Biblical. But here you find the group of priests called the Pharisees, and they’re nearly always spoken of in the negative. Apart from Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea and the apostle Paul, who some believe was a Pharisee, apart from those three people, the Pharisees are nearly always spoken of in a derogative manner in the Scripture – organised religion at its worst – and all but three recognised Who the Messiah was. And when you go to the book of Matthew when the Magi come to town and they go to see Herod, he calls for these wise men, and they tell Herod where the Saviour was to be born. They knew where He was to be born, but they lacked the faith to go with the wise men to see the newborn Babe.

But what is of concern to me – and it was when I first read the Bible – was these religious “experts” didn’t even know Who Jesus was. They were completely ignorant. This is the problem when you have a head knowledge of God and a head knowledge of the Bible but your heart has yet to be circumcised.

VERSE 25: “And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?”

It seems a pretty fair question. These men are “ordained priests.” They had this religious order. They had this Levitical structure from Aaron, and yet God bypasses that entire generation, that entire organised religious system, and He chooses a man who was born – of course, John’s father was a priest, but John, as far as we know, was not a priest, and we know he went into the wilderness, and he was there until God called him.

So it’s amazing that God would bypass the Levitical priesthood, would bypass the Temple and work outside of it to call his people unto Him. And not much has changed 2,000 years on. Faithful men and women around the world go on the streets with the Gospel preaching. They put material together; they print tracts; they distribute Bibles. They support the poor and the needy. A lot of these people are doing it off their own backs, and God is blessing these people. But they are shunned; they are mocked; they are looked down upon many a time by the organised churches. And, again, the Scripture is quite clear that God, if He wants to, He could use a donkey ‒ and He did ‒ to communicate with man, and here he’s chosen an itinerant preacher, somebody who wasn’t educated to the standards that the Pharisees would want him to be educated, they would expect him to be educated to, and yet John the Baptist was not only the first – not only was John the first martyr of the Church, but he was able to turn the world around in preparation to the coming Messiah.

VERSES 26-27: “John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.”

John will baptize you with water, but Jesus will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. So there are two baptisms. When a person gets saved, he or she will get baptized as and when they can, but they get baptized because they are saved, not to be saved. In Acts 19 Paul comes across some of John’s disciples who have been baptized by John – H2O, water – and he says to them, “When did you receive the Holy Spirit?” And they said to Paul, “We didn’t even know there was a Holy Spirit.” So he then explained that they had been baptized by John, which simply by water in the preparation of the Messiah. John was the forerunner for the Messiah. And then when Paul explains the Gospel to them, then they believe on the Lord and get saved. So it’s important to make that point because you cannot be saved, you cannot – underline that word – you cannot be saved by being baptized into water. It never has saved you and never will save you. Paul was not sent to baptize but to preach the Gospel.

VERSE 28: “These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.”

I’ve been to the river Jordan. I’ve been there with my father some years ago, and we were able to baptize one another. And we did it because we were saved, and we did it because it was a good testimony and is simply an outward act or an outward display of something which has happened inside. People are seeing your faith, and they are seeing that you are doing something because God has changed you from within. And I’ve spoken in the past of how faith and works work. In Romans chapter 4 Paul speaks with a man that believes in the Lord, and it’s accounted to him for faith. He simply believes. And then James speaks about your faith before men, and that’s accredited to you for works; in other words, you are saved, and once you are saved, your works will prove that you are saved so man can see your works because you are saved. It’s a very simple way of harmonising the two. And I’ve done other videos on that which you may want to watch, but I would hope by this state of the video that you know clearly that I do not believe that baptism saves you, and I don’t believe that works save you. You’re saved by your faith in Christ alone, and you are baptized because you are saved, not in order to get saved.

VERSE 29: “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

We live in 2011. Everything in the civilised world is tuned to this Man’s birth, death, and resurrection. The lamb, of course, is an analogy of a physical lamb, an animal which was sacrificed in the Temple and continued to be sacrificed up until 70 AD, even though God didn’t receive those sacrifices because His Son had been and gone, but He allowed the Jews 70 years to continue on in what they were doing until He allowed the Romans to destroy the Temple. Judgment had fallen. But here the physical, the literal, the ultimate Lamb of God takes away, and that has already happened. Everything that went wrong at the fall was put right by this Man’s death, burial, and resurrection. And it goes back to my earlier point on the atonement that He has already provided the atonement through the provision, but it’s down to you, the recipient, to appropriate it. Only you can do it yourself. Nobody can do that for you.

VERSES 30-33: “This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.”
Paul says the moment you are saved, you are baptized into the body of Christ through the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 4, 1 Corinthians 12. That is the only baptism that saves you when the Holy Spirit puts you into the body of Christ, and that instantaneously happens the precise moment, the instant that you believe. The moment the thief on the cross said, “Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom,” the moment he confessed Christ as his Saviour, Jesus says, “Today you’ll be with me in paradise.” The moment a person believes, they pass from death unto life. That’s why salvation isn’t a process. Your sanctification may be a process. You may grow in grace; you may become more holy; you may become carnal; you may become backslidden. You find those sorts of people in 1 Corinthians and in parts of Hebrews. But if you are born again, then you are saved, and you got saved the moment you believed on Him.
VERSES 34-42: “And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him
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