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Cover art: Pursuit of Lee’s Army by Edwin Forbes
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Wait!

Before you go on, we have a gift for you:

Because you downloaded Battlelines: The Road to Gettysburg, we want to give you 

a free (absolutely free) digital copy of Jim Stovall’s mystery novel, 

Kill the Quarterback.

You can start the process at this link:

http://bit.ly/ktq-free1
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Set in Nashville, Kill the Quarterback is the story of Mitch Sawyer, hard-boiled police reporter for the Nashville Daily Tribune. When he covers the murder of star quarterback Jimmy Chin Lee, he gets more than a story. He gets a wild ride through the mean streets of one of the world’s most famous towns.

Come along with Mitch as he tries to stay a step ahead of the police and the murderer and works to solve the mystery of who killed the quarterback.

Don’t wait. Get it today here:http://bit.ly/ktq-free1

And in addition to getting the book, you will get on Jim’s newsletter list and get updates, valuable information, additional freebies, and a whole lot more. Click on the link above and get going.

​Introduction – What We See

The many pictures that we have of the Civil War and those who participated show us the faces, expressions and uniforms of those caught up in America’s most vivid maelstrom. We have thousands of those pictures. People from all walks of life and in all conditions of humanity of that troubled time are well known to those who take the time to look. The most compelling images are those of the soldiers – some in brightly pressed uniforms standing before the camera. Others line up with their fellow company members in scenes in and around their camps. We even have pictures of dead soldiers, lying peacefully and sadly on the fields and behind the rocks where they fought.

What we do not have are photographs of the battles themselves – the scenes of action where these men showed their courage, where they risked their lives, where they were wounded, and where and when they died.

Still, we can know that to some extent because, while we do not have photographs, we do have pictures. These pictures – drawings by men called Special Correspondents, or “Specials” for short – take us inside the battles, the campaigns, the marches, the fights and the killing. The drawings were made on the scene – sometimes in the middle of a battle and often at the end of the day when the shooting had ceased. They were made by men who had all the courage of the soldier but whose armaments were pencils, pens, occasionally a few paints, and a notebook of paper.

The drawings the Specials made were not meant to be finished artwork, though some of them came remarkably close to that. Rather, there were artistic notes that would be sent to the employer’s home office, where another artist would re-draw and enhance them, making them suitable for publication in a Harper’s magazine or a Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly.

And after they had served this purpose, they were often discarded.

Yet, miraculously, many of those drawings survived. They survived by luck and by the deliberate actions of those who recognized their value. They come to us today as an extraordinary legacy.

This book is the first in a series that seeks to bring these drawings to the attention of young readers – those who can recognize the value of the true eyewitnesses to some of the most important times and acts of American history.

In this volume, we pay particular attention to the drawings of Alfred Waud and Edwin Forbes on the second day of the battle, Thursday, July 2, 1863.

Many of these drawings have gone unpublished for more than 150 years. It’s time that we looked at them – and looked closely.

For that reason, this book presents the drawings first. More information about them and about the war and the battle is in the back of the book.
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We have another special offer 

for you at the end of this book.

Don’t miss it.



​Aftermath

A hard, driving rain drenched Gettysburg on July 4, 1863.

The rain was both merciful and burdensome. It was merciful in that it provided relief from the stifling heat of the previous days. More importantly, it discouraged both armies from attacking each other.

It was burdensome because many of the dead and wounded were still lying exposed to the elements or without adequate shelter, and for those still living the rain could not have been helpful. The rain was yet another obstacle in cleaning up the battlefield, finding the dead and wounded, and in getting the army ready to move when the commanders decided it was time.

Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia stood ready to receive an attack from the Army of the Potomac. In some Confederate quarters, there was even hope that this would happen. Southerners still wanted to inflict some pain on their Union counterparts.

The attack never came. George Gordon Meade was not about to move his army forward. They had suffered enormous casualties (23,000 dead, wounded and missing), and ammunition was low. They weren’t going forward, but they weren’t retreating either. They were going to wait to see what Lee would do.

News – good news for the Federals – drifted into the camps and quarters that day. Far to the west, Vicksburg had surrendered to the army of Gen. Ulysses Grant. The Union now controlled America’s most important water passage, the Mississippi River.

Late in the evening on July 4, Lee began moving his army west and ultimately south toward the Potomac River. The Federals gave chase, but the pursuit was less than spirited. Back in Washington, D.C., it seemed that the Army of the Potomac had Lee in the palm of its hand. On the ground at Gettysburg, it didn’t seem that way at all. Meade wasn’t willing to risk what was left of his army in an all-out pursuit of Lee. He didn’t believe he had the resources, despite the consistent urging of Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton.

The Army of Northern Virginia had endured three days of offensive action and 28,000 casualties. The army was in no fit state for battle, but it was still a dangerous force. By July 13, it was back in the relative safety of Virginia, and it would live to carry on the war for nearly two more years.
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​Near the cemetery, retiring disabled artillery (Waud)
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The end of the fighting meant the beginning of an enormous cleanup and recovery effort on the part of both armies. Wounded soldiers had to be found and cared for, the dead had to be identified (if possible) and buried, and equipment had to be moved. The dead and wounded included hundreds of horses that had given themselves in the battle. Soldiers had to do all this while dealing with the physical and emotional exhaustion that came when the firing ceased and the armies separated.

In this drawing, Waud tries to capture as much of this activity and feeling as possible.

––––––––

Library of Congress notes

Title: Near the cemetery, Gettysburg retiring disabled artillery

Creator(s): Waud, Alfred R. (Alfred Rudolph), 1828-1891, artist

Date Created/Published: [1863 July 1-3]

Medium: 1 drawing on tan paper : pencil and watercolor ; 23.6 x 36.3 cm. (sheet).

Summary: Sketch is badly water stained.

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-ppmsca-21225 (digital file from original item, recto) LC-USZC4-3013 (color film copy transparency)

Rights Advisory: No known restrictions on publication.

Call Number: DRWG/US - Waud, no. 340 (A size) [P&P]

Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Notes:

Title inscribed on verso.

Gift, J.P. Morgan, 1919 (DLC/PP-1919:R1.2.340)

Forms part of: Morgan collection of Civil War drawings.
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​Behind the breastworks on the right, July 4 (Forbes)
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We don’t know exactly when this drawing was executed or why. The date on the Library of Congress notation is July 4, but there is no sign of the rain that fell that day. After three days of fierce and difficult fighting, life in camp had returned to a blessed normality. The soldiers in this picture are relaxed and casual in their demeanor.
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Library of Congress notes

Title: The battle of Gettysburg

Creator(s): Forbes, Edwin, 1839-1895, artist

Date Created/Published: 1863 July 4.

Medium: 1 drawing.

Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-ppmsca-20552 (digital file from original item) LC-USZ62-14344 (b&w film copy neg.)

Rights Advisory: No known restrictions on publication.

Call Number: DRWG/US - Forbes, no. 77 (A size) [P&P]

Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Notes:

Inscribed below image: 4th of July. Behind the breast works on the right




​Caisson and battery horses, July 4  (Forbes)




































​Union soldiers following up the rebel army (Waud)





















​Marching prisoners to Frederick (Waud)





















​Sketch map of the battle of Gettysburg (Forbes)

















​Pursuit of Lee’s army, July 10 (Forbes)


















​Bridge at Funkstown, in pursuit of Lee’s army, July 12 (Forbes)

















​The Potomac River where Lee’s army crossed (Forbes)




















​Charge of the 6th Michigan near Falling Waters, July 14 (Forbes)





















​Charge of the 6th Michigan, Falling Waters, July 14 (Waud)
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