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The Impossible Obsession of Football

There are questions football never truly answers.

No matter how much time passes.
No matter how many generations rewrite the history of the game.
The debate always returns.

Sometimes the names change.
Sometimes the tone changes.
But underneath it all, the obsession remains the same.

Who was truly the greatest?

And behind that question, another one inevitably emerges.
More dangerous.
Larger.
More emotional.
More impossible.
What would the greatest football team of all time look like?

Not a team built for social media.
Not a lineup created purely through nostalgia.
Not a video game filled with absurd ratings and legendary names.
A real team.

One capable of competing.
One capable of surviving across different eras.
And one capable of functioning alongside itself.
Because that was the idea that gave birth to this book.

To attempt to build the perfect XI while understanding that the challenge was never finding talent.

Football history is full of talent.

The real problem was always something else:

balance.

And the deeper this search went, the more obvious something uncomfortable became:

Football punishes excess.

Too many players demand the ball.
Too many geniuses occupy same spaces.
Too much attacking freedom without structure behind it.
Talent can win matches.

But historic teams survive because of something far more complex.

Compatibility.

That is why this book was never meant to function as a traditional ranking.

It does not attempt to dictate an absolute truth.
It does not try to end the debate.
And it does not seek to convince everyone.
That would be impossible.

Because football does not belong entirely to logic.

It also belongs to memory.
To emotion.
To generations.
Each of us carries a different version of football inside us.

Some grew up watching Pelé.
Others witnessed Diego Maradona doing things that felt impossible.
Many believe Lionel Messi elevated the game to another dimension.
Others still see Cristiano Ronaldo as the ultimate definition of competitiveness.
And all those memories coexist inside this book.

Because the objective was never to eliminate football’s subjectivity.

The objective was to force it into dialogue with something far more difficult:

collective construction.

What happens when the greatest legends finally share the same system?

Who adapts?
Who sacrifices space?
What kind of genius elevates the team?
And what kind of genius forces the entire team to revolve around him?
That was the moment this search stopped feeling like a simple football conversation.

And started resembling historical engineering.

Because building the perfect team became far more complex than it first appeared.

Choosing legendary names was not enough.

Something much harder had to be solved:

	rhythms

	leadership

	structures

	pressure

	invisible conflicts


Every decision altered the entire balance of the system.

And precisely there, this book found its identity.

Not as a list.
Not as football trivia.
But as a mission.

The mission of building the most functional, dominant, and adaptable football team imaginable using players from any era.

That means some decisions will make you smile.
Others will frustrate you.
There will be names that feel inevitable.
And others whose absence will seem impossible to justify.
That is also part of the journey.

Because no historic team can fully contain all the greatness football has produced across generations.

Someone will always be left out.
Another version will always exist.
Another debate will always remain unfinished.
And honestly...

That is exactly what makes this sport so special.

That is why this book does not need you to agree with everything.

It needs something much more important:

for you to enter the debate.

To imagine.
To question.
To mentally build your own version while moving through these pages.
Because the real value of searching for the perfect XI was never about finding a definitive answer.

It was always about understanding everything that must be sacrificed to come close to one.

And that is precisely where this journey begins.
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A Search, not a Ranking

This book was not designed to be read like a sports encyclopedia.

Nor as a definitive list of “the greatest players.”

And certainly not as a closed debate.

The experience you are about to enter works differently.

Here, every chapter alters the balance of the team.
Every decision creates new conflicts.
Every addition force everything else to be reconsidered.
Because building the perfect XI ended up resembling the resolution of a permanent historical tension far more than the simple act of choosing famous names.

That is why this book works best when read as a progressive search.

Like a deep football conversation where:

	compatibility matters just as much as talent.

	structure carries as much weight as nostalgia.

	and absences can become just as important as the final selections.


Throughout this journey, you will encounter:

	historical debates

	tactical conflicts

	comparisons across eras

	problems of football coexistence

	emotionally tough decisions


Some will align with your understanding of football.

Others will not.

And that is completely normal.

In fact, part of this project’s identity depends precisely on that tension.

Because football has never been a sport built on unanimity.

Every generation protects its own legends.
Every supporter interprets greatness differently.
And that is exactly why the objective of this book is not to impose absolute truth.

It is to construct an argued, coherent, and football-functioning version of the most dominant team imaginable.

That means that, at certain moments, the book will prioritize:

	tactical compatibility

	emotional balance

	historical adaptability

	collective intelligence

	competitive sustainability


over the simple accumulation of individual talent.

That will become the most uncomfortable part of the entire journey.

Because some enormous legends will be left out.
Others will appear in roles different from what many would expect.
And certain decisions may even feel footballing heretical.
But that is precisely where the essence of this search lives.

Real football was never only about spectacle.

It was also about balance.
Sacrifice.
Coverage.
Collective interpretation.
That is why this book works best when you accept something from the very beginning:

There is no single correct answer.

What does exist is an extraordinarily tricky question.

How would you build the most functional and legendary football team of all time?

That is the challenge that begins now.

And by the time you reach the end, you will not agree with everything.

But you will understand something much more important:

Building the perfect team was far more complex than it seemed before opening this book.
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BLOCK I — THE IMPOSSIBLE QUESTION

Before choosing names, one idea first had to be destroyed:

Football was never simply a collection of stars.

For decades, the debate surrounding the greatest team of all time was reduced to lists, nostalgia, and individual talent.

But building a legendary team demands something far more complex.

Compatibility.
Balance.
Leadership.
Sacrifice.
This is where the real search begins.

Not to find the greatest players.

But to discover whether there is truly a way to build the perfect team.
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In theory, losing should be impossible.

That is usually the first thought whenever football gathers too much talent in the same place.

The lineups appear on screen, and, for a few seconds, everything feels absurd.

Legendary names wearing the same shirt.
Ballon d'Or winners together.
World champions together.
Historic idols occupying the same pitch.
Teams designed to dominate before they even played.

And yet, football has spent decades proving something uncomfortable:

The most spectacular teams on paper are not always the hardest to defeat.

Sometimes the opposite happens.

The more attacking talent they accumulate, the more fragile they become.

Because football has never fully obeyed video game logic.

It does not work by adding individual ratings together.
It does not work by placing the greatest names side by side as if talent could automatically coexist.
Football does not reward brilliance alone.

It rewards structure.

And that difference changes everything.

Perhaps that is why so many “dream teams” eventually become strange experiments.

Fascinating.
Memorable.
Even historic.
But not necessarily dominant.

Modern football history is full of examples.

Teams capable of generating enormous expectations... and an uncomfortable sensation once they finally begin to play.

Because talent can win matches.

But balance usually wins tournaments.

And sometimes, those two things collide with each other.

A team can have too many players who need the ball.
Too many footballers occupy the same spaces.
Too many tactical freedoms exist at the same time.
Too much creativity without enough structure behind it.
The problem appears slowly.

At first, it seemed small.

A midfield that feels too open.
A winger who never tracks back.
A system forced to attack endlessly because defending becomes uncomfortable.
Then something worse arrives:

The team begins to break apart.

And when that happens, even the biggest names in the world stop looking invincible.

Because football punishes imbalance with a special kind of cruelty.

Especially in the biggest matches.

The moments where isolated talent is no longer enough.
The moments where every space matters.
The moments where questions appear that no ranking can truly answer.
Who runs when everyone wants to create?
Who organizes when everyone wants to attack?
Who sacrifices individual brilliance for collective stability?
Those questions usually separate historic teams from teams that were merely famous.

And perhaps the clearest example appears whenever football tries to gather too many offensive geniuses at the same time.

Because creativity occupies space too.

Diego Maradona needed to constantly touch the ball in order to emotionally dominate a match.
Lionel Messi, despite being completely different, also transforms the game through constant possession and the manipulation of interior spaces.
Zinedine Zidane slowed time around him.
Ronaldinho turned chaos into spectacle.
Johan Cruyff tactically reorganized everything happening around him.
Pelé could do almost everything.
But the real problem was never imagining how brilliant they were individually.

The problem is imagining how they would coexist together without destroying the balance of the team.

Because even geniuses need context.

No player exists independently from the system.

Not even the greatest ones.

Perhaps that is why some of the most dominant teams in football history were not always the most individually spectacular.

But they were the most functional.

Teams where every piece elevated the others.
Where weaknesses were protected.
Where talent coexisted with sacrifice.
Where order made creative chaos even more dangerous.
The great FC Barcelona side under Pep Guardiola was not simply an accumulation of talent.

It was an obsessively balanced structure built around an idea.

The Italy national football team that won the 1982 World Cup possessed less attacking brilliance than other historic sides.

But it understood perfectly how to emotionally survive football’s most difficult moments.

AC Milan revolutionized Europe not only because of its names.

It did so because it transformed the collective behavior of modern football.

Even the most admired historic national teams carried cracks within them.

The Brazil national football team is still remembered as one of the most beautiful teams of all time.

Even though it never won the World Cup.

And that is exactly why it still fascinates people so deeply.

Because football also has a strange relationship with unforgettable defeats.

Sometimes imperfect teams survive longer in memory than invincible ones.

And that is where an important contradiction appears for this search.

What exactly are we trying to build?

The most spectacular team?
The most dominant?
The most balanced?
The most adaptable?
The team that would play best today?
Or the one capable of surviving any era?
The deeper the question becomes, the
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