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This book is a work of historical fiction and speculative nonfiction. While based on real events, figures, and legends, certain dialogues, characters, and scenes have been dramatized or imagined for narrative purposes. The author makes no guarantees about the existence or location of Olivier Levasseur’s treasure, and any attempts to seek it should comply with local laws and environmental regulations. The views expressed are solely those of the author.
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​A Pirate’s Last Laugh

The noose tightened around his neck, but Olivier Levasseur’s lips curled into a smirk. Below the gallows, a crowd of colonists, sailors, and curious onlookers had gathered on the sun-baked shores of Réunion Island. It was July 7, 1730, and the Indian Ocean breeze carried the stench of sweat and salt—and the promise of a secret about to be unleashed.

Levasseur, known as La Buse (The Buzzard), had terrorized the seas for over a decade. He’d amassed a fortune in gold, silks, and gems, but his greatest prize—the Fiery Cross of Goa—had vanished. As the executioner adjusted the rope, the pirate’s eyes scanned the crowd. Then, with a sudden flourish, he hurled a necklace into the throng. Attached was a scrap of parchment, scrawled with cryptic symbols and Latin letters.

“Find my treasure,” he roared, “he who may understand!”

The trapdoor dropped.



Three centuries later, we’re still chasing Levasseur’s ghost. This book is not just about gold—though there’s plenty of that in the legend. It’s about obsession. The kind that drives men to dig up beaches until their hands bleed, to squander fortunes on maps written in riddles, and to believe, against all reason, that a 300-year-old pirate is still outsmarting us all.

The Seychelles archipelago, a scattering of 115 islands in the turquoise embrace of the Indian Ocean, lies at the heart of this enigma. To the casual traveler, it’s a paradise of palm-fringed beaches and granite boulders. But beneath its postcard beauty, the islands hum with darker tales: of hidden caves, skeletal remains in forgotten tunnels, and a treasure so cursed that even those who seek it today risk ruin.

Why does La Buse’s legend endure? Because it’s a mirror. In his story, we see our own thirst for the unreachable—the “what if” that gnaws at logic. This book will guide you through:


●  The blood-soaked heist that made La Buse a legend.

●  The code that has baffled cryptographers for generations.

●  The real-world cost of chasing myths (spoiler: it’s not just broken shovels).

●  And the haunting question: Is the treasure still out there?



We’ll meet modern-day hunters armed with drones and sonar, historians sifting through colonial archives, and Seychellois elders who warn that some secrets should stay buried. We’ll also confront Buzzard's cruelest trick: the possibility that his “treasure” was never gold at all, but the thrill of the hunt itself—a game he rigged from the grave.

By the end, you’ll decide: Is this a story of greed? Genius? Or a 300-year-old joke, still waiting for its punchline?

Turn the page. Let’s begin.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Buzzard – Olivier Levasseur’s Early Days
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(Pages 3–4)



​1.1 From Privateer to Pirate

The winds of war shaped Olivier Levasseur long before he became a legend. Born in 1690 in Calais, France, he grew up in a world of salt-stained sails and whispered tales of Spanish gold. By 1710, Europe was aflame in the War of Spanish Succession, and young Levasseur joined the ranks of privateers—state-sanctioned pirates paid to plunder enemy ships. Under Captain Jean Duclerc, he cut his teeth raiding Spanish galleons, mastering navigation and the art of the ambush.

But fate turned in 1716. Duclerc’s crew was captured off the coast of Brazil, tortured, and executed by Portuguese authorities. Levasseur, spared due to his youth, emerged from the ordeal with a hardened heart. “The sea does not reward loyalty,” he later wrote in a smuggled letter. 

“It rewards those who seize.”

By 1717, he’d shed the thin veneer of legitimacy. No longer a privateer, he became a full-fledged pirate, joining the Brethren of the Coast—a loose alliance of outlaws who ruled the Caribbean and Indian Ocean. His new motto? “No prey, no pay.”



​1.2 The Brotherhood of the Coast

The Caribbean in the early 18th century was a fractured kingdom of pirates, each with their own flags and fiefdoms. Levasseur allied with infamous captains like Benjamin Hornigold (who mentored Blackbeard) and Sam Bellamy, the “Prince of Pirates.” Together, they formed a brutal democracy: crews voted on targets, shared loot equally, and punished treachery with marooning or death.

In 1719, Levasseur and Bellamy blockaded Saint-Domingue (modern Haiti), holding the port hostage for weeks. Their demand? A ransom of rum, gunpowder, and a clean exit. When the governor refused, they burned three ships in the harbor, their laughter echoing across the water. “Piracy is theater,” Bellamy once declared. Levasseur took notes.

But alliances frayed. After Bellamy’s ship sank in a storm off Cape Cod in 1717, Levasseur sailed east, joining forces with Edward England in the Indian Ocean. There, he honed his signature tactic: attacking at dawn, when crews were groggy and defenses lax.



​1.3 The Buzzard’s Tactics

Levasseur earned his nickname not for scavenging, but for his speed. His ship, the Postillon, was smaller and lighter than most, allowing him to swoop into trade routes like a bird of prey. Off the coast of Madagascar, he ambushed a Dutch merchant vessel, the Zon, in 1720. Survivors (few as there were) reported his crew boarding with faces smeared in ash, howling like devils.

His true innovation, though, was psychological warfare. After seizing a French warship near Mauritius, he spared one sailor to deliver a message to the governor: “Tell him the Buzzard sends his regards—and his next gift will be his head.” The tactic worked. 

Fear of La Buse soon outstripped his actual crimes, and merchants began surrendering cargo at the mere sight of his flag—a skull with a dagger clenched in its teeth.

Yet Levasseur’s greatest prize lay ahead. In 1721, he intercepted the Nossa Senhora do Cabo, a Portuguese treasure ship adrift near Réunion Island. Its hold brimmed with gold, diamonds, and a relic that would immortalize him: the Fiery Cross of Goa.

End of Chapter 1
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