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Preface

	This is a true story, wrote by me, Otto(Ott) Ginter. This is about the John Cleveland and Bessie(Rollins) Ginter family and the twenty years I lived at home, and the almost eighty years I have been associated with the Ginter family. The things about my Grandparents, some of them was told to me by my Parents. The rest is from memory(I lived them). This is about how the Ginter family lived in the mountains of Menifee County, Kentucky, in the pioneer times of the early 1900’s, and when we moved from Kentucky to Ohio, and how we lived through the Great Depression. I am not a writer, nor am I a educated man. I was a high school dropout. This story is how I remember it.

	Living in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky during the pioneer days of the early 1900’, in Menifee County, Kentucky, there was no electricity. Heat and light was by wood and coal oil. Transportation was by wagon, horseback, or walking. There was no industry. You farmed and raised your food. There was good hunting and fishing, and plenty of berries. To make some money, you dug wild roots, such as ginseng, ginger, may apple, golden seal, and lady slipper. Also, you trapped wild animals for fur. All of these things were taken to Ilinois and sold at the markets. In 1929, during the great depression, we moved to Montgomery County, Ohio.

	This story is about how we, as a large family, made it from Kentucky, through the great depression, and into Ohio. All of the things you read here will be covering topics such as the early years in Kentucky, alcohol, automobiles, government, schools, coming to Ohio, and any other things that I thought was important to tell.

	Before our family ever saw electricity, automobiles, or factory work in Ohio, we lived deep in the mountains of Menifee County, Kentucky. Life there demanded hard work, courage, and neighbors who depended on one another to survive. What follows is the story of those mountain years—of Beaver Creek, Leatherwood Branch, and the Ginter family who carved a life out of the hills before the Great Depression changed everything.

	There will never be another generation that goes through as hard of times as it was way back then.   -Ott Ginter

	 


Chapter I 

	Life In Menifee County, Kentucky

	1915-1929

	 

	Beaver Valley and Beaver Creek

	Beaver Valley and Beaver Creek was in the mountains of Menifee County Kentucky. Beaver Valley started at Frenchburg, Kentucky to Salt Lick, Kentucky, which is a total of about thirty miles. Beaver Creek run from Frenchburg, Kentucky about twenty miles down to the Licking River. Beaver Valley was about one and a half to two miles wide, with Beaver Creek running down close to the foot of the mountains. On each side of Beaver Valley was thousands and thousands of virgin timber.

	This was in the middle and latter parts of the 1800’s. A railroad company run a spur railroad line up Beaver and opened up the territory to logging. Log camps and sawmills were all over the territory, and work was plentiful. This lasted quite a few years, then timber was getting scarce, and the logging camps and sawmills started laying off workers. The railroad took out it’s spur line. Some of the workers went elsewhere, and some purchased land up and down Beaver Valley.
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	Licking River, Beaver Creek, and Leatherwood Branch - @1912
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	James Monroe Ginter Property - @1912

	Grandpa James Monroe Ginter(1848-1918)

	The Old Ginter Homeplace and the Ginter Cemetery

	Grandpa James Monroe Ginter took his family and roamed the West. He settled in Oklahoma for awhile, then came back home. He settled down on Beaver Creek, just below Leatherwood. He purchased land and settled there. This was the Old Ginter Homeplace. It was in Menifee County, Kentucky. Grandpa made his living farming, and he raised a very large family there at the old home place. Grandpa was very active in community affairs, and was a leader in the community.

	Grandpa and Grandma had a son that died right after childbirth. Grandpa has a piece of land on top of Leatherwood Hill that was pretty flat. Grandpa buried his son up there and donated a large section to the community for a cemetery. The community named it the Ginter Cemetary. It is still being used to this day. Grandpa lived the rest of his life on the old home place and both Grandpa and Grandma Ginter are buried there.
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	James Monroe Ginter (1848-1918)

	Grandpa Wade Hampton(Hamp) Rollins(1866-1941)

	The Rollins Family at Leatherwood Branch

	In the latter part of the 1800’s, Grandpa Rollins lived in Greenup, Kentucky. He was in the sawmill business, mostly sawing stave bolts for barrel manufacturing companies. Timber was getting scarce, so Grandpa purchased 600 acres of land at the mouth of Leatherwood Branch, with his land running back into the mountains. Grandpa built a two story house at the mouth of Leatherwood Branch, and a General Store. He moved his sawmill business to the mouth of Leatherwood. Down past Grandpa’s house, he donated some ground and built a school house. It was called the Leatherwood School House. Grandpa Rollins was known as a just and fair employer. Grandpa and Grandma Rollins lived out their lives at the mouth of Leatherwood Branch, and are buried in the Ginter Cemetary.
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	Gpa Wade Hampton Rollins and Gma Sarah Prudence (Miller) Rollins

	Cleve and Bessie Ginter get some land and build a house

	John Cleveland Ginter was my Father. Cleve Ginter met Bessie Rollins at a country dance, where Cleve was playing the banjo with a band. They courted for awhile, and in the early part of 1900, they got married. Cleve bought one hundred and seventeen acres of land from his Father-In-Law, Hamp Rollins, up above Leatherwood, at Haystack Holler. There were about fifteen acres of flat bottom and, suitable for tending(farming). The rest was in mountains. The top of the mountain was what was called Hillside Flat. This meant that the tops could be cleared off of trees and bushes, and made what we called new ground. It could be used to raise crops. Haystack Holler run down between two mountains and emptied into Beaver Valley.

	At the mouth of Haystack Holler is where Cleve and Bessie built their home. It was a traditional mountain home. It was built with heavy planks with strips over the cracks, never was painted on the outside. The inside was insulated with heavy felt paper that was nailed to the walls. The house was built ina “L” shape. It had four rooms and a porch on the “L” side and one on the branch side. The roof had hand made wood shingles that Cleve made. Cleve built a chimney on one end of the house for heating. He made most of the furniture, like the kitchen table, benches for the kitchen table, and chairs with split wood bottoms. Cleve would make the wood splits and Bessie would weave them. To make the splits, he would go back into the woods to find
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