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Your laughter is sunlight

Spilling into the space between you and your Daddy

He kneels

Steady hands on your shoulders

As if the world exists only to frame this picture of belonging

I watch from the edge

My Mommy’s tired grip around my wrist

Her love is real

But half of me is missing in the air

Each grin you share with your Daddy

It becomes a mirror I cannot bear

Showing me the absence of my own Father

A hidden scar dwells in me

I want to cheer with you

To let your joy lift me

But instead I fold inward

Smaller than the moment deserves

Shrinking into silence

As envy steals what little joy I had

Comparing myself to you and many others
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I see it flicker in you, my boy

That glint you try to bury

When you watch another child

Lifted on a Father’s shoulders

Your smile stiffens

Your eyes betray you

A tiny fire kindled not by joy

But by the wound of what is absent

I ache to smother it as your Mother

To shield you from the burn

Yet I cannot conjure a man who will not stay

So I gather you close

Arms weaker than two

But fierce enough to fight shadows

Still, the green spark lives

Small but sharp

Reminding me that love

Even doubled

Cannot erase the envy of a boy

For he only wants what the world calls whole
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Oh, how eager you are to stand before me

Hoping today I will soften as your mirror

But I do not soften

I sharpen

Look at you

Skin dull beside her glow

Shoulders bent where his stand proud

Do you see it now?

How much brighter the others burn

When measured against your dim?

You beg me for kindness

Yet I feed you truth the way a flame feeds on paper

Every flaw

Every shortcoming

I polish and present them

Like treasures for your shame

You call me cruel

But you return again and again

Hungry for my mockery

I am your favorite tormentor
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I whisper it in your ear

Soft as a lullaby:

Look at them

Look closer

See the ring on her finger

The car in his drive

The father beside their laughter

Do you feel it now?

That gnawing hollow I love to feed?

I am the Devil

I do not steal

I only point

I shine the cruel light on what belongs to others

Until your hands ache to grasp

Your heart aches to curse

Your smile wilts under their plenty

“What they have” is my favorite hymn

You hum it without knowing

A chorus of resentment that keeps you kneeling not before God

But before me
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