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    Introduction



    Mary Baker Eddy stands unique in our collective remembrances of supposed
    prophets of the bygone past. She was a girl that quite literally felt a
    calling at an early age when she thought she heard a divine voice call her
    name. Shortly thereafter she was intermittently beset with chronic
    illnesses and remarkable bouts of healing. Mary Baker Eddy did not claim to
    understand where her spontaneous remissions were coming from until much
    later in life; it was in old age, when no one expected Mary Baker Eddy to
    do much of anything except retire, that she entered into her great final
    act, and in doing so, she rocked the entire religious world to its core.



    Whether or not you believe her claims of healing and divine intervention,
    the story of Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Church of Christ, Scientist,
    is a riveting one all the same.



Chapter One



    The Divine Calling



    “Reject hatred without hating.”



    —Mary Baker Eddy



    The girl named Mary Morse Baker—the name of
    “Eddy” by which her future followers would know her would be added
later—was born in Bow, New Hampshire onJuly 16, 1821 to a farmer by the name of    Mark Baker and his spouse Abigail Barnard Baker.
    From the very start, Mary was part of a family of strong faith and
    conviction. Her father Mark was a Protestant Congregationalist who often
    preached fire and brimstone at the family dinner table. According to Mary’s
    later recollection, discussions about judgment and eternal damnation were
    just as common growing up as hearing someone say “pass the potatoes.”



    The Baker family was big; Mary had five older siblings, and all of the
    children regularly helped out on the family farm where they each had their
    role to fill. Although their father was loving, he was also quite a stern
    taskmaster. As such, the children were expected to rest only on the day of
    the Sabbath. Despite his hard work ethic, Mark strictly believed in the
    biblical day of rest, and if he caught anyone working on this day, he would
    become quite irate. Apparently, when it came to the observance of the
    Sabbath on the Baker farm, even the farm animals were expected to comply as
    was dramatically indicated on one occasion when Mary’s father allegedly
    beat a bird to death with his cane for “for hoppin’ about on the Sabbath.”
    This was the world of very real religious conviction and extreme austerity
    in which Mary Baker Eddy would come to cut her spiritual teeth.



    Mary’s New Hampshire roots ran deep. Her father Mark’s farm in Bow was
    already well established at the time of her birth, having been cultivated
    by her grandfather many years before. In this home, Mark attempted to
    instill his rock-solid sense of order, but Mary proved to be a little more
    resilient to his commands than the other children. In fact, there were some
    instances in which this youngest child openly rebelled against her parents.



    Shortly before she passed away, Mary reminisced with her close friends
    about one time as a small child when her father was taking too long to
    finish praying for the family. Growing weary of the loud and repetitive
    invocations of her father, Mary reached for one of her mother’s sewing
    needles while everyone else’s eyes were closed and gave her father the
    surprise of his life. Right when he was in the middle of his passionate
    oratory, she crept up behind him and poked him in the back with the needle.
    This blatant disruption of prayerful devotion is certainly at odds with
    Mary’s later life of religious dedication, but it also bears testament to
    the strong-willed streak of determination with which Mary was endowed.



    Despite her previous irreverence to her father’s prayer sessions, Mary
    would soon find that she herself would be called forth by a higher power.
    
        Mary would later claim that when she was just eight years old she could
        hear the call of God. Initially, she was confused when she heard this
        utterance and mistook this voice to be that of her mother. Mary
        allegedly went to her mother to ask her what she wanted, but her mother
        denied calling upon her, yet Mary persisted, saying, “I heard someone
        call Mary three times!”
    



    Mary would continue to claim that she heard a voice calling her name over
    the next three years. Even though the idea of auditory hallucinations was
    not very well understood in those days, Mary’s parents soon grew concerned
    for her mental health. Mark seemed to be under the impression that the
    young Mary had been wearing her mind out by spending too much time with her
    books. He felt that in her voracious studies she was overtaxing herself, or
    as he stated at the time, “Take the books away from her—her brain is too
    big for her body!”



    Mary’s parents did indeed feel that she had been spending too much time
    alone reading books and soon ordered her to go outside to play in the
    fields. But even after she spent more time playing outside, the little girl
    still felt that something beyond human experience was attempting to
    communicate with her. Rather than just being all in Mary’s mind, there were
    occasions in which those around her claimed to have heard the voice as
    well. One of Mary’s cousins, a girl named Mehitable Huntoon, would later
    recall that as children, during one of their family get-togethers, they
    both heard the same disembodied voice calling Mary’s name. Mehitable also
    initially thought it was Mary’s mother calling for her and told her, “Your
    mother is calling you!”



    Prompted by her cousin, Mary then repeated the routine that had become
    quite common in those days. She went to her mother and asked why she called
    her, only for her mother to say that it was not she who issued the call.
    Abigail was now getting tired and frustrated with what she initially
    thought was a mere child’s game, but when Mary’s cousin confirmed that she
    had heard it too, Mary’s mother began to wonder. Finally, considering that
    perhaps there really was something to it, Abigail opened her Bible and read
    to Mary the story of the biblical prophet Samuel who according to scripture
    had been similarly called by God. Abigail, now entertaining the idea that
    there might be a supernatural basis for the happenings, advised her child
    to answer the call with, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.”



    Mary tried to take these words to heart, but the next time she heard the
    voice, she became frightened and remained silent. Having missed her
    opportunity, Mary felt awful and cried out to God for forgiveness for her
    actions. Whatever was happening to young Mary, she felt sincerely
    distraught that she had failed to accept the call that she supposedly had
    been given.



    Mary heard the voice again beckoning her shortly thereafter, and this time
    she did indeed summon the courage to answer it just as her mother had
    directed her. But strangely enough, as soon as she answered in this manner,
    the voice ceased to speak and, according to Mary, never spoke again. This
    moment would stick with Mary for the rest of her life. No matter what
    happened, she never ceased to believe that she had a true calling in her
    life.



Chapter Two



    Healed by Prayer



    “Disease is an experience of a so-called mortal mind. It is fear made
    manifest on the body.”



    —Mary Baker Eddy



    At the time that Mary was obtaining her basic education of reading,
    writing, and arithmetic at a nearby schoolhouse, most of her older siblings
    were already either entering or getting ready to enter the workforce. The
    oldest Baker child, Samuel, had left for the city of Boston to pursue the
    craft of masonry, and the second oldest, Albert, had left home in order to
    study at Dartmouth College. Mary’s other siblings weren’t very far behind
    in ascending the ladder of responsible adulthood. That left Mary as the
    only remaining child of the family, still learning the ropes in life. As
    such, she was often the center of attention at home with the constant care
    of her mother and the rigid authority of her father shaping her outlook.



    Although Mark Baker could seem harsh and overbearing, Mary came to admire
    and respect her father’s fair sense of judgment. Mark was often made a
    local arbiter of disputes in the community, and within this framework Mary
    saw her father’s steely logic at work. If two local farmers had an argument
    concerning their properties, for example, Mark Baker would usually find a
    way to diffuse the situation. There was one occasion, however, in which
    Mark was unable to find a solution to the woes of the homesteaders, and
    Mary herself was inspired to step into the fray. It is said that as one of
    the men angrily debated her father’s findings, Mary rose to the occasion.
    Imitating words






Conclusion



    Although Phineas Quimby had developed a dramatic practice of healing during
    his lifetime, he had failed to cultivate acolytes to carry on his work
    after he was gone. After Quimby’s death, Mary Baker Eddy was virtually
    alone as the sole inheritor of his efforts. Mary was determined not to make
    the same mistakes as her mentor, however, and began to slowly cobble
    together a group of followers.



    Among these early followers was Asa Gilbert Eddy, the man who would become
    Mary’s third husband in 1877. Mary’s core group of devotees are what would
    later become the Church of Christ, Scientist, founded in 1879. Members of
    this church group would travel far and wide, spreading their doctrinal
    beliefs and practice of faith healing.



As the reputation of her movement began to build, Mary then founded the    Massachusetts Metaphysical College in 1881. This
    school is said to have instructed over 800 students by the time Mary shut
    the doors of the seminary in 1889. From here Mary went on to pastor her new
    church in Boston, called The Mother Church, which opened its doors in 1894.



    Mary, with her long history as a writer and journalist, was still active on
    the literary front as well, and
    
        in 1898, she created the Christian Science Publishing Society
    
    . This would then lead to what could be arguably one of her greatest
    accomplishment, the
    
founding of the long-praised periodical publication        The Christian Science Monitor, which was established ten years
        later in 1908 when Mary Baker Eddy was 87 years old. Active to this
        day, CSM has won seven Pulitzer Prizes along with many other
        press awards.
    



    At the end of her life, Mary Baker Eddy had managed to rise above great
    difficulties in order to attain tremendous achievements. When she passed
    away on December 8, 1910, at age 89, Mary Baker Eddy could rest assured
    knowing that she had indeed changed the world. Her legacy lives on within
    the 1,700 modern-day Christian Science churches which are spread across
    more than 75 countries. Many of the periodicals and magazines she founded
    are still in circulation, educating readers on the doctrine and teachings
    of one of America’s most fascinating religious leaders, Mary Baker Eddy.


