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A STORY INSPIRED BY Medusa’s Sister and a Piece of Unplayable Piano Music

To gorgonise. An old English word based on Greek. Means to have a paralysing effect on someone.

Taken to the extreme, as I always do. Evryali is a music piece for solo piano that cannot physically be played, composed by Iannis Xenakis in 1973. That means the piano player has to choose which notes to play and which not to, resulting in a performance that transcends form and function. Evryali is also a Gorgon, (Yes, Medusa’s sister.) Noted for her petrifying gaze of course, but also for her bellowing cries. Contrary to Medusa who was a mortal that was cursed, Evryali was immortal.

Here is a dark story inspired by her. I suggest you listen to the Evryali piece as you read. This will make it a sort of a multimedia experience.

https://mythographystudios.com/books/gorgonise-me/
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THE FIRST TIME I MET her I thought my heart had stopped.

That’s simply because it had.

I was a plain old workhand on the Paros estates. She came to the island to spend her summer days, bathing in the sun and taunting the males.

Miss Evryali was famous, you see. A pianist of the finest calibre. She had performed in Opera houses in New Yorks and Italies and Moscows.

That was no laughing matter, you see. Not that there ever was any laughter inside these walls. Oh, we sometimes laughed, the staff. In secret, amongst us, about the master’s eccentricities and something funny we might have read. But it was all done in hiding.

A dour mist fell upon the estate whenever one of the masters was around, either he or the lady. No children, of course, they never wanted children. It was the new thing among the rich and the famous, to go against social structure and neither marry not get pregnant, no matter how many years a couple might stick together and no matter how indistinguishable their relationship might be from marriage itself.

It was the posh thing, you see. Being barren and thin. Thin and perfect. Perfect and famous. Famous and rich. Rich and desired.

If only the fans knew of the things I knew about my master and my mistress, they would never desire her so.

It is the screams, you see.

First of all, Evryali wasn’t her real name. She was discovered by my master when she performed the impossible piano composition by the same name. The piece of music contains passages that are physically impossible to play because you can’t reach the notes, so the pianist has to create a reduction of the piece and omit some notes, transpose others in order to make it playable.

It is in those choices where the pianist keeps the essential aspects of the piece and sacrifices others that one’s soul is bared.

Evryali can perform the Evryali solo piano composition. She can perform it so well that it mesmerises men to their knees. Experts and critics and composers have praised her for her impossible performance, equating it to the experience of a lifetime. They have analysed it, coming to a dozen conclusions in a dozen academic papers, discussed every keystroke, every movement of her hands, every passion impressed upon the magnificent organ, every emotion.

But I know the real reason she can play it.

It is because she lacks a soul.

Only such a person could cleave at a body of music without abandon, carve it down to her will, make it the same but dead, a mockery of a person, a mockery of a life.

The best psychopaths are never caught, you see. They wriggle through life like chameleons, expertly showing a mask of human emotions but having none themselves.

So they present a human face, smiling, made of cut out cheeks and cut out lips and cut out eyes. All in the proper configuration, easy to fool the masses, never cracking under the pressure of the limelight. But always dead inside.

Why, might you ask me then, do you still serve her?

The answer to that is quite simple. I am in love with her. Even though I know she could never truly love me back.

A fool, I know. But have you met a man in love that is any less of a fool? Show me if you have.

I carried a piece of her inside me, always.

Isn’t it supposed to be the other way around, one might ask with a lewd smile?

Yes, but in this case everyone in the house carried a piece of her.

It was out of the blue that the master gathered us all and asked us to write new Non Disclosure Agreements. It was nothing unusual, those became standard and taller each year that passed. The standard stuff, say nothing, see nothing, hear nothing. The walls have ears, and in this age, so did the trees, and the sky, and the beach.

I carelessly picked up the thick stack of papers and started signing it. “Wait, Ortego,” my master said. “This time there are new clauses. I need you all to read them and be certain you agree. If you do not, it is fine. We will part ways amicably with the best letters of recommendation, I assure you.”

“Yes, master,” I said and actually read the thing. The language
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