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      This book is a departure in writing style for me—for the first time ever, I’m including “point of view” scenes from characters who are not the hero and heroine of the story. As anyone who has been caught up in the swirl of excitement that is a big family wedding knows, there are often other stories going on around the happy couple’s nuptials—and for this wedding, two of those other stories are the start of a new adventure. So there are snippets in between Chase and Mari’s story from their siblings, Audrey and Sam.

      This story, Forever Begins With a Kiss, is the second last book in my Wardham series. Wrapping up this series is bittersweet, but it’s time. The next novel, All That They Desire, will conclude the story lines introduced in my very first novel, What Once Was Perfect. But it won’t be the end of romance in this small town, not by a long shot. If you  want to read more about Audrey and Heath and Sam and Gillian, as well as their friends and a whole new generation of people falling in love, look for my next series set on the shores of Lake Erie: Whisper Beach, coming soon.

      For now, enjoy the little side dramas that happen when two people throw a massive party to celebrate their love—and how none of it matters nearly as much as how they maintain their special connection when everyone else is occupied. Chase and Mari are two of my favourite characters, and revisiting them was a lot of fun.

      As always, you can keep up with my books by joining my newsletter, or Facebook reader group!

      All the best,

      Zoe
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        the whole is greater than the sum of its parts

      

        

      
        For the InkHeart Authors, a wonderful collective I was proud to be a part of
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        A sleepy village on the shores of Lake Erie, ready to explode with passion…
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        Their story didn’t start with a fairytale romance. Their marriage wasn’t chosen for love. But they still chose each other...time and again. a novella
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        He was her first love, and she's always owned a piece of his heart. a novel
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        She’s not looking for love, he’s not thinking about forever. It’s not what they expected. But it might turn out to be just what they need. a novel

      

      

      
        
        Beyond Love and Hate - Beth Stewart & Finn Howard (#5) *

      

      

      
        
        First comes love, then comes marriage... Or maybe just a single night of passion, no strings attached. (Yeah, right!) a novella

      

      

      
        
        No Time Like Forever - Chase Miller & Mari Beadie (#6)

      

      

      
        
        It started with a kiss… a novel

      

        

      
        Perfect No Matter What - Laney & Kyle Do Vegas (#7)

      

        

      
        A business trip for Kyle and a last-minute rearranging of Laney’s schedule provides the perfect fantasy escape to re-focus on what really matters. a short story

      

      

      
        
        Beneath These Bright Stars - Evie & Liam’s Wedding (#8)

      

      

      
        
        It’s time for Evie & Liam to say “I do”. a novella

      

      

      
        
        Forever Begins With a Kiss - Chase & Mari Get Hitched (#9)

      

      

      
        
        Chase and Mari tie the knot in the middle of Mari’s first big tour. a novella

      

      

      
        
        All That They Desire - Evan West + Jessica Dornan + Brent Dornan (#10, coming soon)

      

      

      
        
        Nothing about love is easy. a novel
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        * Finn Howard’s brother, Ryan, lives in a town a few hours north of Wardham. If you like this series, you’ll probably love Pine Harbour as well: small town military romance with heroes you’ll fall in love with.

      

      

      
        
        Pine Harbour

      

      

      
        
        Love in a Small Town

        Love in a Snow Storm

        Love on a Spring Morning

        Love on a Summer Night

      

      

      
        
        READ LOVE IN A SMALL TOWN FOR FREE!
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        Before they can say I do, they need to say enough…

        Mari Beadie’s singing career is on the rise, and too often, she’s flying in the wrong direction from her ex-NHL hockey star fiancé, Chase Miller.

        Chase prefers to stay at home in Wardham, where he’s gingerly getting involved with local politics.

        Neither of them is happy, and the ridiculous wedding being planned by the entire town isn’t helping matters.

        It’s time to reconnect—with the door locked and their clothes off.

      

        

      
        WARNING: This book overflows with sexy hockey players, frothy wedding details, and frivolous sex scenes. And it's not just the bride and groom who are getting lucky!
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        Forever Begins With a Kiss is a short story sequel to No Time Like Forever, part of Zoe York’s Wardham series. It can be read on its own as the culmination of a HEA romance.
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      The lights in Ak-Chin Pavilion dimmed, and the Phoenix, Arizona crowd roared.

      Chase Miller knew that sound in his bones. It had been two years since he’d heard it, and it hadn’t been here, in this outdoor concert venue, but close enough to make his gut tighten with anticipation.

      Now he was just one of easily twenty-thousand people cheering for the next act. He grinned. He was pretty proud of the songwriter about to take the stage, so it was a good thing everyone sounded excited. Otherwise he’d have to knock some heads together.

      The sun had just finished setting to the west, and the heat of the day was fading into a comfortable late summer warm night. Perfect for an epic concert, and the crowd was buzzing with excitement. The opening group had been a local band with a sizeable following, so even though most people were there to see Alaskan Nights, the headlining act, they were in a good mood and happy to be entertained by the Canadian riding the middle of the playbill.

      Her first chord happened in the dark. Then a spotlight lit up centre stage, where she was perched all by herself on a stool. Long, dark waves spilling over her shoulders. Giant smile. A girl and her guitar.

      “Hey y’all!” she called out. “I’m Mari Beadie. You havin’ a good night?”

      Chase surged to his feet, hooting and hollering before settling back in his seat. Even though she was a hundred feet away, this was the closest he’d been to his fiancée in three weeks, and that was reason enough to make a ruckus—even if it wasn’t usually his style. That she was about to play her biggest concert ever? That called for a wolf whistle and him pulling out his phone to take a video. Maybe five.

      “My guy lived here in Phoenix for almost a decade, and every time I visit, I’m stunned at how beautiful it is here. Makes me a little…jealous, especially in the winter.” She flashed a quick smile then dipped her head as she strummed the familiar opening strains to a top forty country song about envy and desire that she brought her own edgy, angsty vibe to—Chase was biased, but he thought her version was perfect.

      It needed to be. She only had five original songs, about to release on her first EP, and her set as the middle act called for nine songs. So she was kicking off with two covers, before sliding in to her own stuff.

      He could still hear the warble in her voice from four months earlier, when she’d curled up in his arms and talked out which songs she wanted—and which songs the label had approved.

      They weren’t always the same.

      As an ex-professional athlete, Chase got the circus element of the entertainment industry better than most people Mari trusted. He tried to use that knowledge for good and not evil—it would be too easy to snuff out the bright spark of excitement at her first record deal, her first tour, with his well-earned cynicism about celebrity and performance and business.

      “Wow,” she breathed into the mic, lifting her head for the first time since she’d started singing. “You guys are fun to play for, I’m telling you. Okay, so that was good to get the first song out of the way. Because…I need to tell you a secret. Are you ready?” Another grin, and Chase was pretty sure his heart was going to explode. Cynicism be damned. “This is the biggest crowd I’ve ever performed in front of.”

      A huge cheer went up at her admission, but Chase only cared about the tiny frown between her brows. He wanted to smooth it out.

      He should have called her when he landed. He didn’t because she’d turned into a superstitious performer, with a rigid pre-show routine, and he didn’t want to knock her off her game.

      Rookies were often like that. Hell, some league all-stars were still like that at the height of their careers. He got it.

      “This next song was written by a good friend of mine, Bren Getson, who was supposed to be here tonight…”

      Chase leaned back in his seat as she started to play.

      Life had a funny way of working out. Here he was, back in Phoenix, where he’d played NHL
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