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Papers 1–3 are ideal for general training for all 11+ and pre-tests and good for familiarisation of test conditions.

Paper 1 (11 questions; slow speed; multiple-choice/standard exercises)

Paper 2 (9 questions; slow speed; standard exercises)

Paper 3 (12 questions; average speed; standard exercises)

Papers 4–6 are short-style tests, designed to increase speed and concentration in comprehension tests and as preparation for a variety of writing tasks. Good practice for pre-test, CEM, and shorter independent 11+ exams.

Paper 4 (18 questions; average speed; standard exercises)

Paper 5 (16 questions; fast speed; multiple-choice/standard exercises)

Paper 6 (10 questions; average speed; multiple-choice exercises)
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Papers 7–8 are long-style tests of comprehension and varied writing tasks. Good practice for GL exams.

Paper 7 (51 questions; average speed; multiple-choice exercises)

Paper 8 (52 questions; average speed; standard exercises)

Papers 9–12 are varied length comprehension tests building in difficulty and varied writing tasks. Good practice for pre-test, ISEB, CEM, GL or any independent school exam.

Paper 9 (16 questions; fast speed; multiple-choice exercises)

Paper 10 (10 questions; average speed; standard exercises)

Paper 11 (23 questions; average speed; standard exercises)

Paper 12 (16 questions; fast speed; standard exercises)

Answers



How to use this book

Introduction

These practice papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ English test.

Practice Papers 1 includes six model papers, each containing a comprehension and a writing paper that include a total of 67 comprehension questions and 12 writing tasks. There are…


•  three general training tests in which the comprehension questions are styled to represent short format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/ISEB tests

•  three tests in which the comprehension questions are styled to represent short format CEM/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation. These can be used to increase speed and concentration levels in comprehension for longer-format tests.



Practice Papers 2 includes six model papers, each containing a comprehension and a writing paper that include a total of 104 comprehension questions, 31 spelling, grammar and punctuation questions and 15 writing tasks. These papers include…


•  two tests representing the longer-format GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke comprehension tests and spelling, punctuation and grammar tests in different formats. These tests are of a higher level of difficulty than the tests in Practice Papers 1.

•  four further comprehension tests of varying length with content and timings which represent the most challenging tests set by independent schools.



Practice Papers 2 will help you …


•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented

•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set

•  test your spelling, grammar and punctuation skills

•  work with the most challenging questions set

•  tackle comprehension questions that make you think closely about the text

•  practise further writing tasks in typical formats on a variety of themes

•  build up your speed in answering questions within the time expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.



Pre-Test and the 11+ entrance exams

The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for Pre-Tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools, too. 11+ English tests appear in a variety of formats and lengths and it is likely that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one of style of test. These include:


•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL, CEM and ISEB

•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.



Tests are designed to vary from year to year within and between tests. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions that will come up, making them harder to revise for.

To give you the best chance of success, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent schools teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these practice papers. These books cover the styles and range of comprehension questions that typically occur in a wide range of tests. Each paper also contains a separate writing paper (expected by all independent schools) and some papers in Practice Papers 2 include additional questions to test spelling, punctuation and grammar (an increasingly common feature in the assessments mentioned above).

Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in the content and presentation of questions, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all 11+ English tests.
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For parents

These practice papers have been written to help you and your child prepare for both Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams.

For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.

Some timings get shorter and the balance of difficulty in comprehension questions increases as you progress through the book. Writing exercises provide a variety of challenges and vary in length to provide a full experience of the possible tasks they will encounter.
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For teachers and tutors

This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children preparing for both Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams. The variations in length and format of the questions are intended to prepare them for a range of tests they may encounter with many questions anticipating full and considered answers, typical of the most challenging assessments.
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Working through the book

You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry – these tests are designed to make you think. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer going. Below is a checklist that will help you prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ entrance exam.


•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, writing your answers in pencil. Aim to complete the comprehension and writing task in one session. Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions you are instructed to do, as well as your writing task.

•  Mark the test using the answers and grids at the back of the book.

•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.

•  Discuss how successful you felt you were in the writing task and go through your marks together to find out whether your discussion partner agrees with your assessment, based on the guidance in the grids.



The Answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation so you can understand how to award the marks and why you may have answered correctly.

After completing both books you may want to go back to the earlier papers and complete some of the writing tasks that you didn’t choose for additional practice.
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Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself on the day before you go for the test. Remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there will be a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improves your concentration levels.

… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Continue your learning journey

When you have completed these practice papers you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Revision Guide reviews basic skills in spelling, grammar and punctuation before explaining how to tackle comprehension and writing tasks in 11+ entrance exams. Tips and guidance are provided on how to prepare thoroughly for your exam.

The Workbooks will further develop your skills with 25 activities to work through in each book. To prepare you for the 11+ and Pre-Test exams, these books include more examples of the question variations covered in the practice papers – the more times you practice the questions, the better equipped for the exams you will be!


•  Grammar and Punctuation: Increase your understanding of grammatical terminology and improve your communication skills.

•  Reading and Comprehension: Work through comprehension passages and analyse the effective use of language.

•  Spelling and Vocabulary: Understand the structure and meaning of words and build your vocabulary.

•  Writing: Experiment with different forms of writing and learn to express your ideas effectively.



Practice Papers 1 contains six model papers and answers to test your skills in comprehension and writing tasks to ensure you are fully prepared for your exam.





Paper 7

Paper time: 80:00

There are two parts to this paper:


1  Reading: comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, spelling and punctuation: 50 minutes

2  Writing: 30 minutes



Part 1: Reading
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Read the instructions before each group of questions carefully before choosing your answers as instructed. All questions are worth 1 mark.

Read the text below before answering the questions that follow.
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Comprehension
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Now answer the following questions relating to the text. Write down the letter next to your answer choice.
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1  For how long did Duny practise magic?



(1)


          A   For his whole life.

          B   From the age of 12 onwards.

          C   Until he was 12 years old.

          D   From age 12 until age 80.

          E   While he was 12 years old.




2  Did Duny always enjoy learning and practising the craft of magic?



(1)


          A   Yes. He always enjoyed it.

          B   He enjoyed it more at the start than towards the end of his life.

          C   No. He didn’t enjoy it at all.

          D   He didn’t like it at first but grew to enjoy it.

          E   He only liked it a little.




3  About what kind of creatures did Duny want to learn more?



(1)


          A   Hawks

          B   Birds of prey

          C   Mammals

          D   Insects

          E   Eagles




4  What kind of a witch was Duny’s aunt?



(1)


          A   Knowledgeable but foolish

          B   Powerful and serious

          C   Helpful and respected

          D   Wicked and evil

          E   Old and useless




5  How did Duny get his ‘use-name’ of Sparrowhawk?



(1)


          A   His aunt gave it to him.

          B   He made it up himself.

          C   The children of the village gave it to him.

          D   His father chose it.

          E   The people of Ten Alders chose it for him.




6  Did Duny and his aunt view their magical powers differently?



(1)


          A   Yes. He saw the magic as just a bit of fun but she took it very seriously.

          B   Yes. He took his magic seriously and wanted to learn as much as possible and she didn’t want to share her magic with anybody.

          C   No. They both thought magic was the most important thing in life.

          D   No. They both saw magic as fun and light-hearted.

          E   Yes. He wanted to use his magic for useful purposes and she only wanted the power that a witch could acquire through magic.




7  How did Duny learn his ‘spells of illusion’?



(1)


          A   From his aunt.

          B   From the sorcerer who taught his aunt.

          C   From travelling groups who visited the island.

          D   He invented them himself.

          E   From the Kargs.




8  What proof did Duny have that he would be good at the magical craft he was learning?



(1)


          A   His aunt commended him and children were afraid of him.

          B   He was confident.

          C   His spells began to work.

          D   He learned many spells.

          E   He was a fast learner.




9  Why were the Lords of Gont not worried about the Kargs’ previous attack on another island?



(1)


          A   They were not told about it.

          B   They did not know who the Kargs were.

          C   They were too busy with committing their own crimes to worry what was happening to other islands.

          D   They were visiting other islands and did not hear the news.

          E   They did not believe the Kargs were a real threat.




10 What or who was ‘Spevy’ (line 49)?



(1)


          A   A village on the island of Gont

          B   Another island in the Archipelago

          C   The leader of the Kargs

          D   The leader of Gont

          E   A river on the island of Gont




11 Which of these things did the invading Kargs do to the island of Gont?



(1)


        i   Stealing

        ii  Burning

        iii Killing

        iv Poisoning

        v  Taking prisoners




          A   i and ii

          B   ii, iii and iv

          C   i, ii and iii

          D   i and iii

          E   All of the above




12 What happened to the Vale during the attack?



(1)


          A   It was left untouched.

          B   It was burned to the ground.

          C   The Kargs kept their boats there.

          D   It was flooded.

          E   The people of Gont fled there for safety.




13 How did the villagers initially find out that the Kargs were invading the island?



(1)


          A   People who had fled from other villages came and told them.

          B   The Kargs sent a messenger.

          C   The villagers could see the Kargs coming up the mountain.

          D   People from another island told them.

          E   The Kargs sent prisoners to tell them.




14 Whereabouts on the island was Ten Alders?



(1)


          A   Near the coast

          B   In a valley

          C   At the mouth of the River Ar

          D   High on a mountain

          E   In a desert




15 How did the witch keep herself safe on the Kapperding Scarp?



(1)


          A   She used magic to protect the entrance to a cave.

          B   She hid in a forest.

          C   She found a cave to hide in.

          D   She asked other villagers to protect her.

          E   She used weapons.




16 Why did Duny’s father stay in the village?



(1)


          A   He did not want to leave his place of work.

          B   He did not want to leave his son behind.

          C   He wanted to stay and fight as a warrior.

          D   He could not walk.

          E   He had work to do.




17 Why did the people of Gont not have spears?



(1)


          A   They had broken them all.

          B   They were not a nation of fighters.

          C   Nobody knew how to make spears.

          D   They did not have the materials to make them.

          E   They fought with short knives and bows instead.




18 At which time of the day did the fog come?



(1)


          A   Daybreak

          B   Noon

          C   Early afternoon

          D   Dusk

          E   Night




19 Did the villagers of Ten Alders know what would happen next?



(1)


          A   No. They had no idea.

          B   Yes. They knew when and where the Kargs would attack.

          C   No. They knew the Kargs would not attack.

          D   Yes. They knew the Kargs were on their way but they did not know when or where they would attack.

          E   Yes. They could see the Kargs coming through the fog.




20 Which of these do you think best describes the type of book this passage comes from?



(1)


          A   Comedy

          B   Adventure

          C   Fantasy

          D   Mystery

          E   Biography



Vocabulary
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Write down the letter next to your answer choice.
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21 Which of these words is closest in meaning to ‘ravines’ (line 61)?



(1)


          A   rivers

          B   mountains

          C   valleys

          D   paths

          E   hillsides




22 What is meant by the expression ‘in lust of conquest’ (line 51)?



(1)


          A   without any success

          B   longing for a battle

          C   needing to conquer

          D   fearful of conquering

          E   with great happiness




23 Which of these is closest in meaning to ‘lamenting’ (line 62)?



(1)


          A   dreaming

          B   feeling sad

          C   crying

          D   feeling relieved

          E   thinking




24 Which of these is closest to the phrase ‘she often used her crafts to foolish and dubious ends’ (line 13)?



(1)


          A   she cast many silly spells which didn’t have good results

          B   her spells often did not work

          C   her spells started well but ended badly

          D   she didn’t always know what her spells would do

          E   she made things that were childish and useless




25 Which of these is closest in meaning to ‘savage’ (line 45)?



(1)


          A   ancient

          B   unusual

          C   strong

          D   fierce

          E   respected



Grammar
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Write down the letter next to your answer choice.
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26 ‘A thunder of wings on his wrist like the hunting-birds of a prince’ (lines 5–6). Select one answer that best describes this quotation.



(1)


          A   A metaphor

          B   A simile

          C   A clause

          D   An exclamation

          E   A proverb




27 What type of words are these? up in through from



(1)


          A   Nouns

          B   Adverbs

          C   Pronouns

          D   Adjectives

          E   Prepositions




28 ‘The witch praised him and the children of the village began to fear him’ (line 29). Which of these words are verbs?



(1)


          A   praised

          B   praised, fear and began

          C   praised and began

          D   praised, fear and village

          E   praised, fear, of and began




29 ‘The crafts of finding, binding, mending, unsealing and revealing’ (lines 34–35). What technique has the author used here?



(1)


          A   Rhyme

          B   Alliteration

          C   Metaphor

          D   Repetition

          E   Hyperbole




30 ‘Such practices, however, she kept from her young prentice’ (line 20). What type of word is ‘however’?



(1)


          A   Preposition

          B   Noun

          C   Interjection

          D   Connective

          E   Definite article
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Choose the word that completes each sentence so that it makes sense and is written in correct English.
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Spelling
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Some of these sentences contain spelling mistakes. Look at each question to decide whether it contains a mistake. Choose the letter under the group of words where the mistake occurs. If there is no mistake write ‘N’. There is one mark for each question.
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Punctuation
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Write down the letter next to your answer choice.
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44 ‘Now the witch of Ten Alders was no black sorceress’ (lines 10–11). Why do the words ‘Ten Alders’ have capital letters?



(1)


          A   They start the sentence.

          B   They are more important than the other words.

          C   They are proper nouns.

          D   They are abstract nouns.

          E   They include a number.




45 ‘chanters’ tales’ (lines 35–36). What does the apostrophe show?



(1)


          A   That the tales belong to a chanter

          B   That the tales belong to many chanters

          C   That there is a missing letter

          D   That the chanters belong to the tales

          E   That there are many chanters




46 ‘the mountain folk of Gont are not warlike; it is not warriors they are famous for’ (lines 69–70). What is the name of the punctuation mark after ‘warlike’?



(1)


          A   Colon

          B   Comma

          C   Apostrophe

          D   Hyphen

          E   Semicolon
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In these sentences, some of the capital letters and punctuation marks are used incorrectly. Read each line separately and decide whether there is a mistake in the sentence. If you spot a mistake, write down its letter. If there is no mistake write ‘N’. There is one mark for each question.
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Part 2: Writing
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Choose one of the following options to create a writing composition. Your writing should be no longer than three pages.

Mark your test using the guidance grids on pages 70–72. There are 50 marks available.
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1  Write a description of a witch or wizard. Use your imagination and include details about their appearance as well as how they move, talk and what they can do.

2  Write a narrative about a battle. Include plenty of action and interesting characters. Describe where the battle takes place and why it is being fought.

3  Create a writing composition based on the picture below.
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4  Write a balanced argument entitled ‘Does magic really exist?’

5  Write a newspaper or magazine article entitled ‘The Rescue’.
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Paper 8

Paper time: 120:00

There are two parts to this paper:


1  Reading: comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, spelling and punctuation: 60 minutes

2  Writing: 60 minutes



Part 1: Reading
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Read the instructions before each group of questions carefully before choosing your answers as instructed.

Read the text below before answering the questions that follow.
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Comprehension
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Now answer the following questions relating to the text. Try to use your own words where possible.
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1  What time of day is it at the beginning of the passage?

(1)

2  How does the author make the village sound eerie and spooky in the first paragraph? Support your answer with evidence from the text.

(2)

3  In the first paragraph, what evidence is there that the group did not want to be seen?

(2)

4  ‘He slipped the bolt back as quiet as any burglar’ (line 14). Why do you think the author chose this phrase?

(2)

5  Which words in the third paragraph show that the stable smelled unpleasant?

(1)

6  Why did the horses in the stable not move?

(1)

7  ‘William snapped’ (line 26). What does this tell you about how William was feeling?

(1)

8  ‘wheezed and snorted and banged’ (lines 27–28). Why do you think the author chose these words?

(1)

9  What was the main thing keeping William and Annie awake?

(1)

10 ‘His hands were raised above his head with the fingers curled towards the centre of his palms like a baby without a care in the world’ (lines 35–37). Why do you think the author has described Sam like this?

(2)

11 Why was the stable dark when Annie woke up?

(1)

12 Which words show the volume at which the cockerels crowed?

(1)

13 Why was there a ‘violent squawking’ (line 47)?

(1)

14 Did Sam fall heavily or lightly onto the straw? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

(2)

15 Which words from the text show how the group found the journey on the second day?

(2)

16 From what you have read, why do you think William, Annie and Sam were hiding in the stable?

(2)

17 Who do you think is the eldest of the three people in the story? Give a reason for your answer.

(1)

18 Why was Sam finding it hard to breathe?

(1)

19 Why did it become difficult for the group to find their way on the dyke?

(1)

20 In which period of history do you think this story is set? Give a reason for your answer.

(1)



Vocabulary
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Answer the following questions.
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21 What is the meaning of the word ‘beckoned’ (line 13)?

(1)

22 What is the meaning of the word ‘makeshift’ (line 23)?

(1)

23 What are ‘tanneries’ (line 33)?

(1)

24 ‘came to with a start’ (line 39). What does this phrase mean?

(1)

25 What is the meaning of the word ‘descended’ (line 56)?

(1)



Grammar
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Answer the following questions.
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26 ‘Sam heard their breathing and clambered up to peer over the half-door’ (line 18). Which are the prepositions in this sentence?

(1)

27 ‘she suddenly came to with a start.’ (line 39). What kind of word is ‘suddenly’?

(1)

28 ‘An enraged hen flew down from her nest in the rafters and landed at her feet’ (lines 46–47). Which are the nouns in this sentence?

(1)

29 Find two examples of pronouns in the passage.

(1)

30 In which tense is this story written?

(1)
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In the following questions, choose the best word to complete the sentence.
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Spelling
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For each underlined word, decide whether it is spelled correctly or not. Tick or cross in the box to show if it is correct or incorrect. If it is incorrect, write the correct spelling. One mark is available for each question.
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Horses have played an 35 esential role in human life for thousands of years. Although 36 originaly a wild animal, trained and domesticated horses have provided 37 invaluble assistance to humans throughout history. Their strength has made them an 38 incredably popular and 39 relliable method of transport as they are able to pull 40 cariages and trams at considerable speed. All around the world, people have ridden on horseback to travel further and faster than they could on foot. Farmers use these 41 creatures to pull their 42 ploughs and horse riding is also a popular leisure activity. They have been such a significant resource that we even 43 mesure the power of engines in ‘horsepower’.


35 [image: ]

36 [image: ]

37 [image: ]

38 [image: ]

39 [image: ]

40 [image: ]

41 [image: ]

42 [image: ]

43 [image: ]



Punctuation
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There is a punctuation mistake in each underlined section of this text. Write out the corrected version of each underlined section. There is one mark available for each correction.
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The 
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35 lwas very lucky to have a wonderful oportunity to travel on an aeroplane to Japan.
A B © D N

36 When we arrived, | immediately recognised the red and white flag flying at the airport.
A B < D N

37 Although | don't speak the Japanese langage, | enjoyed looking at the unusual letters.
A B C D N

38 The alphabet is completeley different from the English letters and it is very beautiful.
A B © D N

39 One incredable thing about Japan is the delicious food that we tried.
A B e D N

40 Every dish was colourful and the restaurants that we walked passed were fragrant and smelled appetising.
A B C D N

471 Our hotel was in the centre of Tokyo and provided very comfortable acommodation.
A B © D N

42 Towards the end of our vacation, we visited the Imperial Palace which | was desparate to see.
A B © D N

43 It was the absolute highlight of my holiday and | garantee that you will enjoy it if you visit Tokyo too.
A B C D N
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4/ Are you interested in birds and animals.Would you like to learn more about local wildlife and nature?
A B © D N

48 If 50, you should join our club, Young explorers, which meets on Thursdays in the summer holidays.
A B © D N

49 We will be looking for many animals, including hedgehogs deer, birds of prey and other amazing creatures.
A B © D N

50 So, come and join us! Sign up tomorrow and meet at the camp entrance on the 1t august to start the adventure.
A B C D N
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At first all his pleasure in the art-magic was childlike, the power it gave him over
bird and beast, and the knowledge of these. And indeed that pleasure stayed with
him all his life. Seeing him in the high pastures often with a bird of prey about him,
the other children called him Sparrowhawk, and so he came by the name that he
kept in later life as his use-name, when his true-name was not known.

As the witch kept talking of the glory and the riches and the great power over men
that a sorcerer could gain, he set himself to learn more useful lore. He was very quick
at it. The witch praised him and the children of the village began to fear him, and
he himself was sure that very soon he would become great among men. So he went
on from word to word and from spell to spell with the witch till he was twelve years
old and had learned from her a great part of what she knew: not much, but enough
for the witch-wife of a small village, and more than enough for a boy of twelve. She
had taught him all her lore in herbals and healing, and all she knew of the crafts

of finding, binding, mending, unsealing and revealing. What she knew of chanters’
tales and the great Deeds she had sung him, and all the words of the True Speech that
she had learned from the sorcerer that taught her, she taught again to Duny. And
from weather-workers and wandering jugglers who went from town to town of the
Northward Vale and the East Forest he had learned various tricks and pleasantries,
spells of illusion. It was with one of these light spells that he first proved the great
power that was in him.
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‘When he found that the wild falcons stooped down to him from the wind when he
summoned them by name, lighting with a thunder of wings on his wrist like the
hunting-birds of a prince, then he hungered to know more such names and came to
his aunt begging to learn the name of the sparrowhawk and the osprey and the eagle.
To earn the words of power he did all the witch asked of him and learned of her all
she taught, though not all of it was pleasant to do or know. There is a saying on Gont,
‘Weak as woman’s magic, and there is another saying, Wicked as woman’s magic. Now
the witch of Ten Alders was no black sorceress, nor did she ever meddle with the

high arts or traffic with Old Powers; but being an ignorant woman among ignorant
folk, she often used her crafts to foolish and dubious ends. She knew nothing of

the Balance and the Pattern which the true wizard knows and serves, and which

keep him from using his spells unless real need demands. She had a spell for every
circumstance, and was forever wearing charms. Much of her lore was mere rubbish
and humbug, nor did she know the true spells from the false. She knew many curses,
and was better at causing sickness, perhaps, than at curing it. Like any village witch
she could brew up a love-potion, but there were other, uglier brews she made to serve
men’s jealousy and hate. Such practices, however, she kept from her young prentice,
and as far as she was able she taught him honest craft.
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‘This was Duny's first step on the way he was to follow all his life, the way of magery,
the way that led him at last to hunt a shadow over land and sea to the lightless coasts of
death’s kingdom. But in those first steps along the way, it seemed a broad, bright road.
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A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K. Le Guin

AWizard of Earthsea is the story of Duny (also known as Sparrowhawk) who lives
in a mountain village on the island of Gont. Before this passage, the reader learns
that Duny is being trained in the magical arts by his aunt, the village witch. In this

passage it becomes clear that a rival empire, the Kargs, pose an imminent threat
to the island.





OEBPS/images/8-1.jpg
11+ 11+
English English )
Practice
Papers
()





OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/images/16-1.jpg
31 Everybody |was| [is| |were

A B
from the high wire in a beautiful somersault.

32 We often forget where we parke:

supermarket.

33 Itis vital to remember |you're

A
the trip or you'll be very hungry.

34 Mum went to the pet shop and

are| |hasbeen| amazed when the acrobat jumped
C D E
(1)
d [our] [hour] [are] [ours] [hours] caratthe
A B C D E
(1)
your| |yore| [you| [yours| packed lunch for
B C D E
(1)
brought| [bought| |buyed| |brung| [buys| a
A B C D E (1)

new collar for our dog, Rosie.
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In those days the Kargad Empire was strong. Those are four great lands that lie
between the Northern and the Eastern Reaches: Karego-At, Atuan, Hurat-Hur,
Atnini. The tongue they speak there is not like any spoken in the Archipelago or

the other Reaches, and they are a savage people, white-skinned, yellow-haired, and
fierce, liking the sight of blood and the smell of burning towns. Last year they had
attacked the Torikles and the strong island Torh even, raiding in great force in fleets
of red-sailed ships. News of this came north to Gont, but the Lords of Gont were
busy with their piracy and paid small heed to the woes of other lands. Then Spevy
fell to the Kargs and was looted and laid waste, its people taken as slaves, so that
even now it is an isle of ruins. In lust of conquest the Kargs sailed next to Gont,
coming in a host, thirty great longships, to East Port. They fought through that
town, took it, burned it; leaving their ships under guard at the mouth of the River
Ar they went up the Vale wrecking and looting, slaughtering cattle and men. As
they went they split into bands, and each of these bands plundered where it chose.
Fugitives brought warning to the villages of the heights. Soon the people of Ten
Alders saw smoke darken the eastern sky, and that night those who climbed the
High Fall looked down on the Vale all hazed and red-streaked with fires where fields
ready for harvest had been set ablaze, and orchards burned, the fruit roasting on the
blazing boughs, and urns and farmhouses smouldered in ruin.





OEBPS/images/4-1.jpg
Practice Papers 1 contains papers 1-6

and should be attempted first
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Some of the villagers fled up the ravines and hid in the forest, and some made ready
to fight for their lives, and some did neither but stood about lamenting. The witch was
one who fled; hiding alone in a cave up on the Kapperding Scarp and sealing the cave-
mouth with spells. Duny’s father the bronze-smith was one who stayed, for he would
not leave his smelting-pit and forge where he had worked for fifty years. All that night
he laboured beating up what ready metal he had there into spear points, and others
worked with him binding these to the handles of hoes and rakes; there being no time

to make sockets and shaft them properly. There had been no weapons in the village
but hunting bows and short knives, for the mountain folk of Gont are not warlike; it is

not warriors they are famous for, but goat-thieves, sea pirates, and wizards.
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‘With sunrise came a thick white fog, as on many autumn mornings in the heights ot
the island. Among their huts and houses down the straggling street of Ten Alders the
villagers stood waiting with their hunting bows and new-forged spears, not knowing
whether the Kargs might be far-off or very near, all silent, all peering into the fog
that hid shapes and distances and dangers from their eyes.
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The stable was long and narrow with stalls on either side. It smelled foul, of wet
straw and manure and rising damp that almost made the three children gag when
they entered, There were two old chestnut horses lying together in one of the stalls.
Sam heard their breathing and clambered up to peer over the half-door: the poor
bony beasts did not even move. They had been driven too long and too hard that
day and were too worn out to object to sharing their stall. In the tack-room at the
far end, there was a broken cart-wheel leaning up against the wall, some saddles
hanging on nails and a few bales of straw, not as clean as they might have been, but
dry enough to use as makeshift bedding.

“We can stay here; said William, ‘but we must leave long before dawn.’
‘What if someone comes?” asked Annie.
‘Annie!’ William snapped. ‘No one will come. Try to sleep.’
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Some time later Annie must have dozed off for she suddenly came to with a start. It
was still pitch black in the windowless stable but outside a cock was crowing. Then
another one further off up the valley answered it with an even more raucous din.
She picked a long piece of straw from her hair and rubbed her eyes. Above her she
could hear scratching sounds, and immediately thought of rats. Something brushed
against her cheek. She looked up and made out the unmistakable shape of Sam in
his top hat inching along the beam directly above her head. Almost at once, there
was a violent squawking. An enraged hen flew down from her nest in the rafters and
landed at her feet. Sam plopped down on to the straw beside her, his body dropping
with the gentle thump of a fall of soot. He held open his cupped palms to show
Annie three brown eggs.

‘Come on, said William, seizing his hat, ‘let’s get out of here before someone comes
to see why the hens are in such foul temper”
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But sleep did not come easily to either Annie or William. The horses wheezed and
snorted and banged their hooves against the fragile wooden partitions as they
shifted in their sleep. The roofbeams creaked and groaned. The fear of capture and
a return to Ludlow’s jail — or worse — was harder to put aside than the pangs of
hunger or the discomfort of the

damp straw. The smell of the leather saddles reminded them of the tanned hides
drying in the tanneries in Corve Street and the burnt-out shell of their home. They
tossed and turned but did not speak to one another even though each knew the
other was awake. Between them Sam lay stretched out. His hands were raised above
his head with the fingers curled towards the centre of his palms like a baby without
a care in the world. All Annie could think of was how soon they could get far away
and back up to the safety of the dyke.
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It was a long hard trudge all that second day on the dyke. They tried hard not to
be discouraged by the steep hills but just plodded on. One rocky ridge and peak
followed the other. It was wild, lonely country with hardly a sign of life but for
the flocks of black-faced mountain sheep and bleating newborn lambs. By early
afternoon they had descended into a wide river valley and saw the distant roofs
and steeples of a town they thought must be Hay-on-Wye but were too nervous
to go near. Besides, to the south loomed more mountains, blacker and higher than
any they had seen in two days’ walking, and they knew that their route lay in that
direction.
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Their path began to rise steeply, and even when they felt they must have reached the
very top, the dyke would zig-zag around a corner and point them even higher. Sam’s
breathing was bad. He had to stop more and more often to cough and splutter,
bringing up gobbets of black soot-stained catarrh. Once far off they saw a team of
drivers and a herd of cattle coming in their direction but before they had got much
nearer they had suddenly veered off on the English side between two mountain
peaks. Now and then, flurries of snowflakes swirled around them. It was becoming
impossible to follow their course. In the half-light and with the earth all around
them covered with a sprinkling of snow, William could not make out the distinctive
shape of Offa’s Dyke. Whole sections of it seemed to have disappeared altogether.
The weather was closing in and seemed set to get much worse before it got better.
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A B C D E
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B C D E

will sail.
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so long.
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The Lantern Moon by Maeve Friel

Set on the English-Welsh border, this is the story of William and Annie Spears.
After a terrible tragedy and a huge misunderstanding, the siblings find themselves

on a long, lonely and treacherous journey.
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Annie lifted her shoulders and let them drop. She was too cold to speak. They all
looked down the long straight road, dark except for the yellow pools of light thrown
out by the candles in the cottage window. They cautiously crossed the bridge and
tip-toed down the village street, careful to keep in to the shadows. The entire village
seemed to consist of no more than a string of old thatched and timbered cottages
along a dirt road, a church with a graveyard full of leaning tombstones and, at the
very end, an inn with a sign showing a cow with a crumpled horn. It creaked on its
hinges. A lantern was hanging outside the door but they could not hear any sign of
life inside.

10 ‘Come on, whispered William. He crept around to the back of the inn. There was a
rough yard at the back, and a stable block at right angles to the inn itself. The doors
were closed and bolted — if there were horses inside, they had already been bedded
down for the night. He slipped the bolt back as quietly as any burglar and beckoned
to the others to follow quietly behind him.





