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Description
A top-down view of knitting tools arranged neatly on a white background with a pale pink border. The items include a wooden swatch gauge, two wooden knitting needles, three small balls of yarn in pale pink, pink, and orange, a yellow crochet hook, a small white dish containing plastic stitch markers in various colors, a pair of small scissors, a tapestry needle, and a small ball of light blue yarn with a strand pulled out. The items are spaced out, showcasing a knitter's essential toolkit.




What you need

Here is a list of everything you need to knit the stitches in this book.

• Straight or circular knitting needles, depending on your personal preference.

• A cable needle. A short double-pointed 
needle used to hold stitches at the front or back of your work when knitting crossed stitches or cables.

• Yarn. The samples in this book use DMC Natura XL (colours 42, 61, 72, 73, 92 & 101) or Katia Alabama (colours 48, 53, 64, 66 & 67).

• A tapestry or yarn needle. A large-eyed blunt sewing needle used for weaving in loose yarn ends or for seaming.

• Stitch markers. You can buy stitch markers in shops, but safety pins or even bits of scrap yarn in a contrasting colour will do the job. They are used for marking the beginning of a round in circular knitting, a specific area of your work, etc.

• A needle gauge. An essential accessory for identifying the size of needles when they are unmarked or when the size marking has become illegible with wear.

• A row counter. This small accessory is very handy for keeping track of rows in a repeated stitch pattern, but you can just as easily use pen and paper.

• A swatch gauge. A useful tool for counting relatively quickly how many stitches and rows you get within a 10 × 10 cm (4 × 4 in.) frame when swatching.

• A small crochet hook. Choose wood, plastic or metal according to your preference. For making loops, a 3–4 mm (G-6) hook is perfectly adequate, whichever yarn weight you use.

• Scissors.

Choosing your yarn

Different patterns may recommend the same needle size for different yarn weights, but the end result will probably vary significantly. You must therefore choose your yarn according to your project, factor in the designer’s recommendations and knit a gauge swatch first.

Without a swatch, you won’t know what your stitch and yarn combination will look like once knitted. Surprises do happen, good and bad, so do take the time to swatch. The same applies if you intend to knit with two or three strands of yarn held together.

The photographs for the next few stitch types, three per stitch, will help you see just how different the result is depending on the type of yarn used.

Garter stitch


[image: A swatch of garter stitch knitting made with a fine, hairy peach-colored yarn, looking light and airy.]


Description
The swatch is made with a fine, hairy peach-colored yarn, looking light and airy.


With a fine, hairy yarn, garter stitch is very light, almost lacy. There is a wispy quality to it.


[image: A swatch of garter stitch knitting using a smooth, lightweight pink yarn, showing clear stitch definition]


Description
The swatch uses a smooth, lightweight pink yarn, showing clear stitch definition.


With a smooth, lightweight yarn, the fabric is more textured. There is more stitch and row definition.


[image: A swatch of garter stitch knit with a thicker, dusky rose yarn, resulting in a more textured and chunky appearance.]


Description
The swatch is knit with a thicker, dusky rose yarn, resulting in a more textured and chunky appearance.


With a thicker yarn, it’s all about texture.

Turn to here to learn how to knit this stitch.

Bobble


[image: A bobble stitch knitted using a dark teal, knit with a heavy, supple yarn, making the bobble less prominent.]



Description
The swatch is dark teal, knit with a heavy, supple yarn, making the bobble less prominent.


With a heavy, dark and very supple yarn, the bobble is effective, but it doesn’t stand out enough because of the dark colour.


[image: A bobble stitch using an olive green, knit with a lightweight rustic yarn, resulting in a small, stiff bobble.]



Description
The swatch is an olive green, knit with a lightweight rustic yarn, resulting in a small, stiff bobble.


With a lightweight and slightly stretchy yarn, the bobble is medium-sized and feels quite flexible to the touch.


[image: A mustard yellow bobble stitch swatch, knit with a thick yarn, where the cable outline is less defined but stands out well.]



Description
The swatch is a mustard yellow, knit with a lightweight, stretchy yarn, showing a medium-sized, flexible bobble.


With a lightweight rustic yarn, the bobble is quite small and feels stiff to the touch.

Turn to here to learn how to knit this stitch.

4-stitch cable


[image: A 4-stitch cable swatch in light blue, knit with a lightweight yarn, showing good definition.]



Description
The swatch is light blue, knit with a lightweight yarn, showing good definition.


With a lightweight yarn, the cable has good definition and blends slightly into the reverse stocking stitch.


[image: A 4-stitch cable swatch in another shade of light blue but knit with a medium-weight, hairy yarn, making the cable fluffy and hazy]



Description
The swatch is also light blue but knit with a medium-weight, hairy yarn, making the cable fluffy and hazy.


With a medium-weight and very hairy yarn, the cable is fluffy and hazy.


[image: A 4-stitch cable swatch in mustard yellow, knit with a thick yarn, where the cable outline is less defined but stands out well.]



Description
The swatch is mustard yellow, knit with a thick yarn, where the cable outline is less defined but stands out well.


With a relatively thick yarn, the outline of the cable is not very well defined but it stands out well against the reverse stocking stitch.

Turn to here to learn how to knit this stitch.

Moss stitch


[image: A moss-stitch swatch in dark peach, knit with a medium-weight hairy yarn, looking fluffy and hazy.]



Description
The swatch is a dark peach, knit with a medium-weight hairy yarn, looking fluffy and hazy.


With a medium-weight and slightly hairy yarn, the stitch pattern stands out and there is some texture, but the fabric is fluffy and hazy.


[image: A moss-stitch swatch in a lighter peach, knit with a lightweight yarn, showing good stitch definition and texture.]



Description
The swatch is a lighter peach, knit with a lightweight yarn, showing good stitch definition and texture.


With a lightweight yarn, there is good stitch definition and the fabric is slightly textured.


[image: A moss-stitch swatch in a a rust color, knit with a thick yarn, resulting in plenty of texture but less distinct stitch definition.]



Description
The swatch is a rust color, knit with a thick yarn, resulting in plenty of texture but less distinct stitch definition


With a thick yarn, there is little stitch definition but plenty of texture.

Turn to here to learn how to knit this stitch.

Standard yarn weights

The following classifications are particularly useful for finding substitute yarns. Ball bands sometimes show the yarn weight, but not always.

• Cobweb: approximately 2,400 m (2,625 yds) per 100 g (3.5 oz) ball or skein. Knitters often hold this very fine yarn double.

• Lace: approximately 800 m (875 yds) per 100 g (3.5 oz) ball or skein, used with 2 to 2.5 mm needles (US 0–2). It is particularly suited to lace or to knitting with two or more yarns held together.

• Light fingering: approximately 400 m (437 yds) per 100 g (3.5 oz) ball or skein, used with 3 to 4 mm needles (US 3–6).

• Fingering:
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