
		
			
				Chapter 1

			

			1970s

			Even with the many hurdles we have left to clear in pursuit of gender equality, it is difficult to fathom how fundamentally different life was for the average woman or girl in the years prior to the founding of Ms. It is equally difficult to convey how quickly the social and cultural winds were shifting in the 1960s and 1970s. These shifts were owed in large part to the tremendous exertions of the women’s, civil rights, gay and lesbian rights, and other political and social movements of the era.

			Feminist organizations were gaining significant traction, including the National Organization for Women, the Women’s Equity Action League, the National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws, and Redstockings, to name a few. Despite all this, the belief that the “natural” function of a woman was to be a wife and mother still ran rampant.

			Ms. emerged to fill a gap between a determined, vibrant movement and the continued curtailment of women’s rights in virtually every aspect of American life. In early 1971, the writer Gloria Steinem and the attorney Brenda Feigen brought together activists, writers, journalists, and artists to discuss creating a new print outlet for feminist voices. Steinem, already a familiar face of the movement, initially proposed a newsletter, but others—including Patricia “Pat” Carbine (then newly appointed editor of McCall’s who would become Ms.’s publisher)—convinced her that a magazine would offer a truly women-centered alternative to the so-called women’s magazines of the era, like Ladies’ Home Journal and Good Housekeeping, that did not speak to the lives, needs, or ambitions of most women.

			Driven by a combination of careful research, wisdom, conviction, tenacity, bravery, and luck, the magazine’s first writers and editors saw a chance to launch a movement within a movement—a magazine women could call their own. The new magazine would be a place where women could fully express themselves, where their articles about politics, reproductive rights, sex and sexuality, and racial discrimination would not be turned away or paired with a negative article to “balance” a magazine’s coverage of feminist ideas. The hope was to create a magazine that spoke to the real issues faced by American women—married or unmarried, employed or at home, with or without children, lesbian or straight—especially those who had been marginalized or outright ignored in print media. The magazine’s title, then, had to reflect that optimism of unity without limiting the diversity of its readership.
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					Meeting in the Ms. offices. Left to right: Patricia Carbine, Mary Peacock, Karin Lippert, Mary Scott, Pat Sweeting, Susanna Goldman, Ingeborg Day, and Gloria Steinem.

				
			
			Titles such as Everywoman, Sisters, The First Sex, and The Majority were floated, but Steinem eventually landed on Ms. It was memorable, encouraged explanation and reflection, and became symbolic of feminism itself. In years to come, choosing to go by “Ms.” rather than “Mrs.” or “Miss” was a feminist gesture, signaling a woman’s refusal to be circumscribed by her marital status.
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					The original Ms. staff in 1973. Left to right, standing: Lynn Thomas, Susan Thom Loubet, Patricia Carbine, Mary Thom, Dena Pender, Bernard Schick, Gloria Steinem, Letty Cottin Pogrebin, Susanna Goldman, Bea Feitler, Dinah Robinson, Ruth Sullivan, Donna Handly, Joanne Edgar, Susan Huberman, Mary Scott, Suzanne Levine. Seated: Margaret Sloan, Cathleen Black, Mary Peacock, Margaret Cleary, Margaret Hicks, Rita Waterman, Harriet Lyons, Catherine O’Haire, Joann Fairchild, Carl Barile, Pony Baptiste.

				
			
			Steinem and her compatriots, however, had little luck raising the necessary funds to start a magazine. Then Steinem was approached by Clay Felker, editor in chief of New York magazine, an outlet she had helped get off the ground only a few years prior and for which she was a regular contributor. Felker offered to print a forty-page issue of Ms. in the pages of New York in December 1971, with an expanded, stand-alone preview issue to follow in the spring of 1972.
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					Editors Margaret Sloan (right) and Letty Cottin Pogrebin

				
			
			“Until now, the Women’s Movement has lacked an effective national publication to give voice to its ideas,” Felker wrote in his foreword to the initial Ms. insert. “We have placed our own knowledge and experience at Gloria’s disposal to help shape such a magazine.”

			Joining Steinem to work on the first issue were Joanne Edgar, Letty Cottin Pogrebin, Mary Peacock, and Nina Finkelstein. They were soon joined by Carbine and Suzanne Braun Levine, who took the reins as managing editor, and a tight-knit team of writers and editors including Margaret Sloan, Alice Walker, Susan Braudy, Harriet Lyons, Ruth Sullivan, Donna Handly, and Mary Thom.

			The stand-alone preview issue of Ms. surpassed all expectations. The issue had been dated Spring 1972 even though it came out in January to give the fledgling magazine more time on newsstands, but its initial 300,000 print run, meant to last eight weeks, sold out within eight days. Twenty-six thousand readers mailed in subscriber cards, and Ms. editors received twenty thousand letters from girls and women around the country in response to their new venture.

			Ms. had its share of growing pains—the push-pull between what to include and what to exclude, what aspects of the movement to highlight, and how to appeal to the average reader at the newsstand without diluting messages that to many were still considered controversial. Some feminists felt Ms. was not radical enough, while many advertisers balked at the magazine’s frank portrayal of reproductive rights and abortion, its openness about sex, its willingness to include lesbian voices, and its inclusivity of Black and brown women.

			But, at its heart, Ms. was—and still is—aspirational. Trying to balance the needs of its readers with the whims of an ever-changing media landscape, Ms. began as an effort to wrest control of the messaging about the feminist movement from mainstream media and put it back in the hands of women. Few could have imagined that Ms. would become the landmark institution in both women’s rights and American journalism that it is today.

			“If you asked us our philosophy for ourselves and for the magazine, each of us would give an individual answer,” Ms. editors confessed in its first real issue, in July 1972. “But we agree on one thing. We want a world in which no one is born into a subordinate role because of visible difference, whether that difference is of race or of sex. That’s an assumption we make personally and editorially, with all the social changes it implies. After that, we cherish our differences. We want Ms. to be a forum for many views.… So keep writing. Ms. belongs to us all.”

			· · ·

			
				The preview’s cover, under the line, “Jane O’Reilly on the Housewife’s Moment of Truth,” was a painting of a many-armed, Shiva-like woman, her skin blue, her eight hands busy with typewriter, frying pan, phone, mirror, steering wheel, clock, iron, and feather duster. “It was the image that had come out of my Indian past,” [Gloria] Steinem said, referring to the years she had spent in India as a young woman just out of college. Despite the tears falling from the blue woman’s eyes, there is a peaceful, balanced feeling to the painting, and a serene cat sitting to the side.

				—from Inside Ms.: 25 Years of the Magazine and the Feminist Movement by Mary Thom (1997)
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					Ms. first appeared as an insert in New York magazine with this image as the insert’s cover.

				
			
			

			Click! The Housewife’s Moment of Truth

			BY Jane O’Reilly • PREVIEW ISSUE/SPRING 1972

			American women are angry. Not red-neck angry from screaming because we are so frustrated and unfulfilled angry, but clicking-things-into-place angry, because we have suddenly and shockingly perceived the basic disorder in what has been believed to be the natural order of things.

			In Houston, Texas, a friend of mine stood and watched her husband step over a pile of toys on the stairs, put there to be carried up. “Why can’t you get this stuff put away?” he mumbled. Click! “You have two hands,” she said, turning away.

			Last summer I got a letter from a man who wrote, “I do not agree with your last article, and I am cancelling my wife’s subscription.” The next day I got a letter from his wife saying, “I am not cancelling my subscription.” Click!

			
				“In the end, we are all housewives, the natural people to turn to when there is something unpleasant, inconvenient, or inconclusive to be done.”

			

			On Fire Island my weekend hostess and I had just finished cooking breakfast, lunch, and washing dishes for both. A male guest came wandering into the kitchen just as the last dish was being put away and said, “How about something to eat?” He sat down, expectantly, and started to read the paper. Click!

			A woman I know in St. Louis, who had begun to enjoy a little success writing a grain company’s newsletter, came home to tell her husband about lunch in the executive dining room. She had planned a funny little anecdote about the deeply humorous pomposity of executives, when she noticed her husband rocking with laughter. “Ho ho, my little wife in an executive dining room.” Click!

			Attitudes are expressed in semantic equations that simply turn out to be two languages: one for men and another for women. One morning a friend of mine told her husband she would like to hire a babysitter so she could get back to her painting. “Maybe when you start to make money from your pictures, then we could think about it,” said her husband. My friend didn’t stop to argue the inherent fallacy in his point—how could she make money if no one was willing to free her for work? She suggested that instead of hiring someone, he could help with the housework a little more. “Well, I don’t know, honey,” he said. “I guess sharing the housework is all right if the wife is really contributing something, brings in a salary…” For a terrible minute my friend thought she would kill her husband, right there at breakfast, in front of the children. For ten years, she had been hanging wallpaper, making curtains, and refinishing floors so that they could afford the mortgage on their apartment. She had planned the money-saving menus so they could afford the little dinners for prospective clients. She had crossed town to save money on clothes so the family could have a new hi-fi. All the little advances in station—the vacations, the theater tickets, the new car—had been made possible by her crafty, endless, worried manipulation of the household expenses. “I was under the impression,” she said, “that I was contributing something. Evidently my life’s blood is simply a nondeductible expense.”

			In an office, a political columnist, male, was waiting to see the editor in chief. Leaning against a doorway, the columnist turned to the first woman he saw and said, “Listen, call Barry Brown and tell him I’ll be late.” Click! It wasn’t because she happened to be an editor herself that she refused to make the call.

			In the end, we are all housewives, the natural people to turn to when there is something unpleasant, inconvenient, or inconclusive to be done. It will not do for women who have jobs to pretend that society’s ills will be cured if all women are gainfully employed. In Russia, 70 percent of the doctors and 20 percent of the construction workers are women, but women still do all the housework. Some revolution. As the Russian women’s saying goes, it simply freed us to do twice the work.

			It will not do for women who are mostly housewives to say that women’s liberation is fine for women who work but has no relevance for them. Equal pay for equal work is only part of the argument—usually described as “the part I’ll go along with.” We are all housewives. We would prefer to be persons. That is the part they don’t go along with. “That broad…” begins a male guest who Hasn’t Thought. “Woman,” corrects the hostess, smiling meaningfully over her coffeepot. “Oh, no,” groans the guest. “Don’t tell me you believe in this women’s lib stuff!” “Yes,” says the hostess.

			“Well, I’ll go along with some of it, equal pay for equal work, that seems fair enough,” he concedes. Uneasy now, he waits for the male hoots of laughter, for the flutter of wives rushing to sit by their husbands at the merest breath of the subject of women’s liberation. But that was three or four years ago. Too many moments have clicked in the minds of too many women since then. This year the women in the room have not moved to their husbands’ sides; they have…solidified. A gelid quality settles over the room. The guest struggles on.

			“You can’t tell me women’s lib means I have to wash the dishes, does it?”

			“Yes.”

			They tell us we are being petty. The future improvement of civilization could not depend on who washes the dishes. Could it? Yes. The liberated society—with men, women, and children living as whole human beings, not halves divided by sex roles—depends on the steadfast search for new solutions to just such apparently trivial problems, on new answers to tired old questions. Such questions as: Denise works as a waitress from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Her husband is a cabdriver who moonlights on weekends as a doorman. They have four children. When her husband comes home at night, he asks, “What’s for dinner?”

			In moments of suburban strife, Fred often asks his wife, Alice, “Why haven’t you mended my shirt and lubricated the car? What else have you got to do but sit around the house all day?”

			How dare he ask such a question? What sort of bizarre social arrangement is post–Industrial Revolution marriage? What kind of relationship involves two people sharing their lives without knowing, or apparently caring, what the other does all day?

			According to insurance companies, it would cost Fred $8,000 to $9,000 a year to replace Alice’s services if she died. Alice, being an average ideal suburban housewife, works 99.6 hours a week—always feeling there is too much to be done and always guilty because it is never quite finished. Besides, her work doesn’t seem important. After all, Fred is paid for doing whatever it is he does. Abstract statistics make no impact on Alice. “My situation is different,” she says. Of course it is. All situations are different. But sooner or later she will experience—in a blinding click!—a moment of truth. She will remember that she once had other interests, vague hopes, great plans. She will decide that the work in the house is less important than reordering the work so she can consider her own life.

			The problem is, what does she do then?

			The first thing we all do is argue. We present our case: it is unfair that we should bear the whole responsibility for the constant schema of household management.

			We may get agreement, but we will never get cooperation or permission. Rebuttals may begin at the lowest level: “It is a woman’s job to wash dishes.” Men at a higher stage of enlightenment may argue, “Why do we need a washing machine? I wash my socks and we send everything out.” They simply cannot understand that we are the ones who must gather and list and plan even for the laundry we send out. It is, quite simply, on our minds. And not on theirs. Evenings of explanation and understanding will still end with “Honey, do I have any clean shorts for tomorrow?” Most women will decide that it is not worth making an issue out of shorts.

			In fact, underwear is as good a place to begin as anywhere. Last summer I carried the underwear downstairs, put it in the hamper, sorted it, washed and dried it, folded it, carried it upstairs, and put it away. One day, I decided that as an act of extreme courage I would not carry the laundry upstairs. I put it on the couch in the room with the television set. The family moved it to one side of the couch so they could sit down. I left it there. I put more on the couch. They piled it up. They began
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			Postscript

			On June 24, 2022, the unthinkable happened: the U.S. Supreme Court, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, struck down Roe v. Wade, taking away a fundamental constitutional right that women had fought for and won and lived with for almost fifty years, and sending shock waves across the country and the world.

			As news of the Court’s decision spread, women in clinic waiting rooms in states with trigger laws banning abortion were told their appointments were canceled. “We had a waiting room full of people,” Dr. Sanithia Williams told Ms., recalling the day the decision came down. “People were horrified and desperate. Some people offered to pay extra if we could just do the procedure—not fully understanding what was happening. We had to turn all those people away.”

			The tragic consequences for women and girls quickly emerged as the most extreme bans took effect. Pregnant as a result of rape, a ten-year-old girl in Ohio, where abortion is banned after six weeks with no exceptions for rape or incest, was forced to travel to Indiana for an abortion. Women with wanted pregnancies in emergency rooms actively miscarrying have been denied routine surgical procedures or medication for treatment. In states with the strictest bans and vaguely defined exceptions for severe health conditions or for the life of the woman, doctors and hospitals, fearing criminal liability, seek legal advice before intervening even in cases where a woman’s condition is rapidly deteriorating.

			With virtual unanimity, the medical community has spoken out, warning of ever more dire consequences as more women are denied abortion care and as the full range of reproductive health services, including access to birth control and prenatal care, is impacted with the closure of clinics. Maternal mortality and morbidity rates—already a crisis in Black, Native American, and rural communities—will increase.

			Young women are especially angry and worried about the Supreme Court’s decision overturning Roe, and say their lives already are significantly impacted. In the Ms. poll conducted across nine battleground states in September 2022, three months following the Court’s decision, young women (eighteen to twenty-nine) said they are making plans about where they are willing to live and work based on whether abortion is protected or banned in states: 44 percent either have considered moving or already are making plans to move to a state where abortion is protected; 10 percent already have declined a job in a state where abortions are banned. Not only has the decision affected their plans, but young women and people close to them are taking actions in response to the Court’s decision. They are obtaining long-acting birth control, the morning-after pill, and the abortion pill. And shockingly, 10 percent said they or their partner or someone close to them has already received sterilization services.

			But this is not how this story will end.

			The conservative majority on the Court and the extremist Republican state legislators and governors enacting bans and severe restrictions on abortion have no public mandate. At rallies and demonstrations in Washington, D.C., and in every state, red or blue, the Court’s ruling was met immediately with outrage and with a deep determination to fight back.

			Millions of women—some one in four of all U.S. women—have had abortions and know how important having access to safe abortion has been for their lives. Women are determined not to go back. And make no mistake, we will not cede this fight. The fight for abortion is at its core a fight for self-determination, dignity, and autonomy—for women’s full equality.

			This is not the first time the feminist movement has engaged in this battle, having organized and won hard-fought changes to abortion laws in a number of states in the 1960s and early 1970s, even before the Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling. The movement is larger and more powerful today than it was in 1973, and the struggles, setbacks, and gains of the past forty-nine years have only strengthened and better positioned feminists to take on this fight.

			Unlike forty-nine years ago, women possess tremendous political power. The gender gap—the measurable difference between women and men in public opinion polling and in voting—has grown significantly, and it’s women’s votes that can determine the outcome of local, state, and national contests, favoring candidates who support women’s equality and the right to abortion.

			Despite constant predictions by pundits and pollsters of the time that abortion was no longer top of mind for voters five months after the Supreme Court’s ruling was handed down in June 2022, abortion ranked either first or second in key election contests according to the exit polls, delivering victories to Democrats in critical Senate and gubernatorial races and reducing the projected Republican “red wave” in the House of Representatives to a puddle. Democratic candidates outperformed all expectations—despite documented voter suppression and intimidation and having to run in gerrymandered districts—and defied historical trends for a midterm election, which typically spell doom for the party in control of the White House. Quite simply, voters—especially women and young voters—took seriously Republican-announced plans to pass a national abortion ban were they to capture the Congress.

			In the five states where abortion measures were on the ballot, abortion rights activists secured double-digit victories in California, Michigan, and Vermont, as voters chose to amend their state constitutions to include the right to reproductive freedom. And voters in the Republican-leaning states Kentucky and Montana decidedly rejected efforts to restrict abortion access, just as they did earlier in the election season in red-state Kansas, showing once again that the majority of Americans support abortion rights and reproductive freedom, regardless of political party.

			We must continue to organize and channel women’s collective rage that was triggered by the Court’s reversal of Roe to restore abortion rights across the nation, ensuring all those who seek abortion care have access, including poor women, girls, and trans and nonbinary people. In addition to massive organizing efforts to pass state laws and constitutional amendments to ensure abortion rights, feminists are filing court cases challenging abortion restrictions as violations of state constitutions and providing support and funding to those who must travel from states where abortion is banned in order to access health care. And, despite efforts to suppress access to medication abortion (abortion pills), which a French health minister once described as the “moral property of women” and that can be delivered to your mailbox even in states that have banned abortion, women are undeterred, supported by courageous global networks of activists and providers. There is no way the movement can be stopped.

			But we must do more. The legal reasoning used in the Dobbs case by the current majority to overturn Roe indicates they are willing to reverse other rights. Justice Clarence Thomas in his concurring opinion even specified which rights he wants the Court to revisit: the right to birth control and the right to same-sex marriage. The Court’s majority opinion also threatens other rights won by women in the 1970s and 1980s, including the right to be free from sexual harassment, parental rights, control of marital property, and much more.

			As the current rising authoritarianism around the world shows, the attacks on women’s fundamental rights precede other attacks on democracy. Without women’s rights and the ability to participate fully in civic life, there can be no real democracy. We must drive up the numbers of women in elective office at all levels of government. Too often in state after state where abortion bans have passed, it has been predominantly older white men debating the morality of abortion even as they vote to cut already underfunded social safety net programs that support children. Winning equal representation at the decision-making tables will require changes in the election systems and rules that are stacked against us.

			And we must finally enshrine the Equal Rights Amendment in the U.S. Constitution, securing a nationwide, permanent safety net for women’s rights. The current conservative majority on the Supreme Court subscribes to the same originalist philosophy in interpreting the Constitution that led the late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia to assert that the Constitution does not prohibit sex discrimination and it was never intended to do so: “Nobody ever thought that that’s what it meant. Nobody ever voted for that.”

			The Equal Rights Amendment, which will put the prohibition against sex discrimination in the Constitution, is needed more urgently now in the wake of Dobbs. Moreover, women are connecting the ERA and abortion, with nearly three-quarters (73 percent) in the Ms. poll saying it is important to support the ERA in light of abortion bans. Sixty percent of men agree. A state ERA on the 2022 ballot in Nevada passed overwhelmingly (58.6 percent in favor).

			Women’s passion and determination must be directed toward making real gains and will require sustained efforts. As we begin this battle in the long struggle for full equality—and for our very democracy—we at Ms. promise to be a trusted source for accurate, timely, and actionable information in print, online, on social media, through the acclaimed podcasts and programs of Ms. Studios, and by whatever new forms of communication yet to be developed. We will meet this historic challenge, and together we will illuminate a way forward—for all of us.

			—the Ms. editors
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			Sarah Boonin is a clinical professor of law at Suffolk University Law School, where she serves as the director of Clinical Programs and teaches in the areas of mental health and disability law, reproductive health and the law, and legal ethics. Boonin has written on these topics, as well as LGBTQ+ rights and clinical law teaching. She holds her BA magna cum laude from Duke University and her JD cum laude from Harvard Law School.

			Susan Brownmiller is the author of Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape; Waverly Place, a novel; and Shirley Chisholm, a biography for children. She has written for The New York Times, The Village Voice, Esquire, Vogue, Rolling Stone, The Nation, and many other publications. Brownmiller lives in New York City.

			Gaylynn Burroughs, an attorney with a lifelong commitment to racial and gender justice, began her career at the Bronx Defenders, representing caregivers in child abuse and neglect cases and proceedings to terminate parental rights. She has since held key positions at the Feminist Majority Foundation, the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, and the National Women’s Law Center.

			Linda Burstyn is a political speechwriter, a strategist, a journalist, a writer/producer of TV drama—and always, a feminist. She’s written hundreds of speeches for politicians and for celebrities giving political talks, has been a writer/producer for a dozen TV dramas, and was an Emmy Award–winning writer/producer for Ted Koppel’s Nightline. She has written several articles for Ms.

			Jane Caputi teaches at Florida Atlantic University. Her books are The Age of Sex Crime; Gossips, Gorgons, and Crones; Goddesses and Monsters; and Call Your “Mutha”: A Deliberately Dirty-Minded Manifesto for the Earth Mother in the Anthropocene. She also has made two documentaries, The Pornography of Everyday Life and Feed the Green: Feminist Voices for the Earth.

			For decades, Alison Carlson has turned cutting-edge knowledge in health, environment, investing, and athletics into results for public good. She co-launched the International Work Group on Sex/Gender Verification Policy in Sports, public radio’s first hour-long sports program, and the University of California, San Francisco’s Program on Reproductive Health and Environment. She’s currently founder and chair of Forsythia Foundation. Alison graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford in human biology.

			Erica Chenoweth is the Frank Stanton Professor of the First Amendment at Harvard Kennedy School and a Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach Professor at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University.

			Trained as a historian, Ellen Chesler, PhD, has spent much of her professional career in government and philanthropy and brings both practical and intellectual perspectives to her writing on women. Currently a senior fellow at CUNY’s Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, she is the author of more than a hundred essays and, most notably, of Woman of Valor: Margaret Sanger and the Birth Control Movement in America.

			Brittney Cooper is associate professor of women’s, gender, and sexuality studies and Africana studies at Rutgers University. She is the author of the New York Times best seller Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower and Beyond Respectability: The Intellectual Thought of Race Women, co-author of Feminist AF: A Guide to Crushing Girlhood, co-editor of The Crunk Feminist Collection, and co-founder of the Crunk Feminist Collective.

			Martha Coventry lives and raised her family in the Midwest. She has had a long and happy career as a writer and editor and loves to ski, fly-fish, read, and cook. Her concerns for the world focus on hunger and homelessness, and she finds solace and joy in the Northwoods and in loving her family and friends.

			Through her activism and scholarship over many decades, Angela Davis has been deeply involved in movements for social justice around the world. Her work as an educator—both at the university level and in the larger public sphere—has always emphasized the importance of building communities of struggle for economic, racial, and gender justice. She is the author of eleven books, including Abolition. Feminism. Now., co-authored with Gina Dent, Erica Meiners, and Beth Richie, and a new edition of her Autobiography. Having helped to popularize the notion of a “prison-industrial complex,” she now urges her audiences to think seriously about the future possibility of a world without carceral systems and to help forge a twenty-first-century abolitionist movement.

			Donna Decker is the author of Dancing in Red Shoes Will Kill You, a novel about the 1989 murder of fourteen engineering students in their Montreal classrooms—all of them women. She is professor of English at Franklin Pierce University and a member of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council. Her article about the function of feminist revenge literature and films, “#DismantlingTools,” appears in South Central Review.

			Betty Dodson (1929–2020), artist, author, and PhD sexologist, was one of the principal voices for women’s sexual pleasure and health for more than four decades. Her first book, Liberating Masturbation: A Meditation on Self Love, became a feminist classic. Sex for One sold more than a million copies and is an international best-selling book. Most recently, she released Sex by Design, which details her experiences with America’s sexual revolution, the women’s movement, and her feminist sexual activism. In 2011, Dodson received the public service award from the Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality and the Masters and Johnson Award presented by the Society for Sex Therapy and Research.

			Susan J. Douglas is the Catherine Neafie Kellogg Professor of Communication and Media at the University of Michigan. Her books include In Our Prime: How Older Women Are Reinventing the Road Ahead; The Rise of Enlightened Sexism; The Mommy Myth; and Where the Girls Are: Growing Up Female with the Mass Media.

			Rita Dove received the 1987 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and served as U.S. poet laureate from 1993 to 1995. She is the only poet to have received both the National Humanities Medal and the National Medal of Arts. She teaches creative writing at the University of Virginia; her latest book, Playlist for the Apocalypse, was published in 2021.

			Aviva Dove-Viebahn is an assistant professor of film and media studies at Arizona State University and a contributing editor to Ms. for its Scholars Writing Program. She has a PhD in visual and cultural studies and an MA in art history. Her scholarly research and public writing explore gender, race, and sexuality in television, film, and popular culture.

			Joanne Edgar is a co-founder of Ms., where she worked as an editor for seventeen years. She subsequently became communications director of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation. Currently a consultant to nonprofits and foundations, she specializes in chronicling child-welfare reform efforts. She still loves the spirit of Wonder Woman.

			Susan Edmiston, a former editor at Redbook and Glamour, writes for New York, The New York Times Magazine and Book Review, Esquire, the San Francisco Chronicle, and Woman’s Day. The co-author of The Cow in the Parking Lot: A Zen Approach to Overcoming Anger, Edmiston lives in Berkeley, California.

			Barbara Ehrenreich is an investigative journalist, essayist, and activist and is the author of twenty-one books, including Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America and her memoir, Living with a Wild God: A Nonbeliever’s Search for the Truth About Everything. With the Institute for Policy Studies, she launched the Economic Hardship Reporting Project in order to force this country’s crisis of poverty and economic insecurity to the center of the national conversation. She was born in a mining town in Montana and now lives in Virginia.

			Nawal El Saadawi (1931–2021) was a world-renowned Egyptian writer, a novelist and physician, a fighter for the liberation of mind and women, and the founder of the Arab Women’s Solidarity Association. She was dismissed from her work at the Egyptian Ministry of Health because of her revolutionary and enlightening writings; her struggle to prevent the circumcision of children, girls and boys; her motto to “unveil the mind”; and her promotion of solidarity among women. Her scientific and literary writings amount to eighty books, translated from Arabic into forty languages.

			Cynthia Enloe is research professor at Clark University. Among her fifteen books are Bananas, Beaches, and Bases and The Big Push: Exposing and Challenging the Persistence of Patriarchy. Her work appears in Turkish, French, Spanish, and Japanese. She was selected for the Gender Justice Legacy Wall at the International Criminal Court, The Hague.

			Bay Fang is president of Radio Free Asia, where she oversees award-winning journalism bringing free press to closed societies in Asia. A former Beijing bureau chief for U.S. News & World Report who also covered the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, she served in government as a deputy assistant secretary of state for press and public diplomacy. Fang earned her undergraduate degree at Harvard University and was a visiting fellow at Oxford University and a Fulbright scholar in Hong Kong. She trained as a French chef at Le Cordon Bleu in Paris and holds a brown belt in kung fu.

			Marc Fasteau, the founder of American Strategic Insurance Group, which was later sold to Progressive Insurance, is a former investment banker. He is an investor in and serves on the boards of an early-stage pharmaceutical manufacturing company and an advanced medical materials company. Early in his career he was staff director for a Rockefeller Foundation commission on U.S. policy toward South Africa. He is now a vice chair of a think tank that lobbies for a trade and industrial policy that will revive U.S. manufacturing and our middle class. He is the author of The Male Machine.

			Annette Fuentes is a longtime journalist and the author of Lockdown High: When the Schoolhouse Becomes a Jailhouse.

			Molly M. Ginty is a journalist, yoga instructor, and community-gardening activist based in New York City.

			Susan Goldberg’s work has appeared in, among other places, The New York Times, Toronto Life, Catapult, Full Grown People, Lilith, Stealing Time, and The Manifest-Station, as well as on the CBC and in several anthologies. She is co-editor of the anthology And Baby Makes More: Known Donors, Queer Parents, and Our Unexpected Families. She lives with her sons in Thunder Bay, Ontario, where she can’t/won’t stop collecting and refinishing midcentury modern furniture.

			Michele Goodwin is the executive producer of Ms. Studios, host of the popular podcast On the Issues with Michele Goodwin at Ms., and author of the award-winning book Policing the Womb: Invisible Women and the Criminalization of Motherhood. She is also a chancellor’s professor at the University of California, Irvine, and founding director of the Center for Biotechnology and Global Health Policy. Goodwin is an acclaimed bioethicist, constitutional law scholar, and prolific author. She directed the first ABA-accredited health law program in the nation and established the first law center focused on race and bioethics. Goodwin is a 2022 Margaret Brent Award honoree of the American Bar Association, an award named for the first woman lawyer in the United States.

			Mary Gordon, Millicent C. McIntosh Professor in English and Writing, retired from Barnard College in 2020. She is the author of seven best-selling novels. She has also published two collections of stories, a book of essays, two memoirs, a biography of Joan of Arc, and Reading Jesus: A Writer’s Encounter with the Gospels. Her latest books are The Love of My Youth, a novel, and The Liar’s Wife, a collection of novellas. Gordon has received a Lila Acheson Wallace Reader’s Digest Writer’s Award and a Guggenheim Fellowship. She was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2007.

			Lois Gould (1931–2002) was an American novelist, journalist, and essayist. Her first novel, Such Good Friends, was adapted for the screen by Elaine May and Otto Preminger. Gould published more than a dozen novels and nonfiction works. She was among the first contributors to Ms. and is a noted member of the so-called second wave of Western feminism.

			Roberta Brandes Gratz was a reporter for the New York Post in 1972, when she wrote an award-winning series about rape and the inequities of the law. She has been observing and writing about cities—how they grow, fall apart, recover—for more than forty years, including authoring six books on urban change. Her last one, It’s a Helluva Town: Joan K. Davidson, the J. M. Kaplan Fund, and the Fight for a Better New York, draws on her observations, understanding, and involvement in the critical issues of the city.

			Margaret Morganroth Gullette, the author of Ending Ageism, or How Not to Shoot People, is writing a new book, American Eldercide. She is a resident scholar at the Women’s Studies Research Center at Brandeis University and a Cognoscenti contributor to WBUR in Boston.

			Alexis Pauline Gumbs, PhD, is a Black feminist love evangelist, an aspirational cousin to all life, and the author of the forthcoming The Eternal Life of Audre Lorde. She is a 2022 National Endowment for the Arts Fellow, and she was a 2020–21 National Humanities Center Fellow. Gumbs is the creative writing editor of Feminist Studies, the literary adviser for the Ntozake Shange Trust, and the co-creator of the Mobile Homecoming Trust, a living library amplifying generations of Black LGBTQ+ brilliance in Durham, North Carolina.

			Beverly Guy-Sheftall is the founding director of the Women’s Research and Resource Center (1981) and Anna Julia Cooper Professor of Women’s Studies at Spelman College. She has published a number of texts within African American and women’s studies that have been noted as seminal works by other scholars, including the first anthology on Black women’s literature, Sturdy Black Bridges: Visions of Black Women in Literature, which she co-edited with Roseann P. Bell and Bettye J. Parker. She is the past president of the National Women’s Studies Association and was recently elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

			Joy Harjo, the twenty-third poet laureate of the United States, is a member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. She is the author of nine poetry collections, seven music albums, and two memoirs. Harjo is a chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and chair of the board of directors of the Native Arts & Cultures Foundation. She lives in Tulsa.

			Jana Harris has taught creative writing at the University of Washington, the University of Wyoming, and the Writer’s Workshop in Seattle. She is the editor and founder of Switched-On Gutenberg. Her most recent publications are You Haven’t Asked About My Wedding or What I Wore: Poems of Courtship on the American Frontier and the memoir Horses Never Lie About Love.

			David Hellerstein, MD, is a research psychiatrist at the New York State Psychiatric Institute and professor of clinical psychiatry at the Columbia University Irving Medical Center. His book Heal Your Brain: How the New Neuropsychiatry Can Help You Go from Better to Well was published by the Johns Hopkins University Press. A Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association, he has served as president of the New York County District Branch of the American Psychiatric Association.

			Janell Hobson is professor of women’s, gender, and sexuality studies at the University at Albany, State University of New York, and the author of When God Lost Her Tongue: Historical Consciousness and the Black Feminist Imagination, Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular Culture, and Body as Evidence: Mediating Race, Globalizing Gender. She is the 2021–22 Community Fellow at the University at Albany’s Institute for History and Public Engagement in support of her role as the Ms. guest editor of the Harriet Tubman Bicentennial Project. She is a contributing writer for Ms. with a research focus on Black women’s histories and representations in popular culture.

			Noelle Howey is a cultural strategist, social justice advocate, and writer. She is a principal in impact entertainment at the Raben Group, a progressive public policy firm, and author of the memoir Dress Codes, which was honored by the American Library Association and Lambda Literary Awards. She has written for The New York Times, Glamour, Dame, and Real Simple, among other publications.

			Rita Henley Jensen (1947–2017) started off in the 1960s as a plucky single mother from Ohio who survived domestic violence, put herself through college, and graduated from Columbia University with a master’s in journalism. Taking on the male-dominated profession, she garnered awards for her daring investigative reporting. Later, she headed Women’s eNews, a daily news service that served as a hub of inspiration for advocates for women worldwide. On the brink of launching her next nonprofit for Black maternal health advocacy, she succumbed to her third round of breast cancer in 2017.

			Robert Jensen is professor emeritus in the School of Journalism at the University of Texas at Austin and a founding board member of the Third Coast Activist Resource Center. He collaborates with New Perennials Publishing and the New Perennials Project at Middlebury College. Jensen is the associate producer and host of Podcast from the Prairie, with Wes Jackson.

			Lisa Jervis is the founding editor and publisher of Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture. After fifteen years as a writer, she shifted her attention to organizational operations, got a master’s in information management and systems from UC Berkeley, and is now a principal at Information Ecology, a consultancy that supports movement builders and organizers in getting what they need from other information systems and technology.

			Amber Khan is the director of the Health Justice Program at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, where she leads NYLPI’s work on health-care advocacy with a focus on racial equity and immigrant justice. Before joining NYLPI, Amber advocated for the constitutional and human rights of pregnant and parenting people and worked with international nongovernmental organizations documenting human rights abuses and the treatment of refugees. Amber received her JD from George Washington University Law School, her master’s degree in international human rights from Columbia University, and her BA from American University.

			Bonnie Sherr Klein’s essay “ ‘We Are Who You Are’ ” was one of the first personal narratives about disability. Its publication in Ms. led to a book contract to write her memoir, Slow Dance: A Story of Stroke, Love, and Disability. Eighteen years after her stroke, she made the film Shameless: The ART of Disability with five disability artists. More recently, she wrote Beep Beep Bubbie, a children’s picture book, now awaiting a sequel.

			Judith Levine is a journalist and author whose work investigates the intersections of the body and the body politic—sex, gender, race, dis/ability, bioeconomics, social movements, and the law. She is the author of five books, most recently The Feminist and the Sex Offender: Confronting Sexual Harm, Ending State Violence, with Erica R. Meiners.

			The Black feminist, lesbian, poet, mother, and warrior Audre Lorde (1934–1992) was a native New Yorker and daughter of immigrants. Both her activism and her published work speak to the importance of struggle for liberation among oppressed peoples and of organizing in coalition across differences of race, gender, sexual orientation, class, age, and ability. An internationally recognized activist and artist, Lorde was the recipient of many honors and awards, including the Walt Whitman Citation of Merit, which conferred the mantle of poet laureate of New York for 1991–92. In designating her New York State’s poet laureate, Governor Mario Cuomo observed, “Her imagination is charged by a sharp sense of racial injustice and cruelty, of sexual prejudice.… She cries out against it as the voice of indignant humanity. Audre Lorde is the voice of the eloquent outsider who speaks in a language that can reach and touch people everywhere.”

			Harriet Lyons was a founding editor of Ms., a journalist, and an art collector. In 1971, she wrote a cover story for The Village Voice about women’s sexuality in art at a time when women were starting to challenge male definitions of art. A leading figure in the feminist movement, she supported artists through her writing, personal art collection, and activism, which included being a member, alongside Alice Neel, of the board of advisers to the New York Feminist Art Institute, which launched in 1979.

			Rakeen Mabud is the chief economist and managing director of policy and research at the Groundwork Collaborative. Mabud is an expert on economic inequality and the twenty-first-century workplace, with a particular focus on how structural factors such as racism and sexism perpetuate inequities. Mabud holds a PhD in government from Harvard University and received her BA in economics and political science from Wellesley College.

			Patricia Mainardi was part of the radical feminist group Redstockings in the 1970s, and in 1977, she became an associate of the Women’s Institute for Freedom of the Press. A professor of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century European art at CUNY Graduate Center, Mainardi has also taught at Harvard University, Princeton University, and Williams College. She has received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the American Council of Learned Societies, the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts at the National Gallery of Art, and the Institute for Advanced Study.

			Zoe Marks is a lecturer in public policy at Harvard Kennedy School and a faculty affiliate at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and the Center for African Studies at Harvard University.

			Martha Mendoza is a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner and one-time finalist. Her reports have prompted congressional hearings and new legislation, Pentagon investigations, and White House responses and led to the freedom of more than two thousand enslaved fishermen. She’s reported from dozens of countries, won a 2020 Emmy Award, and was a Stanford University Knight Fellow and a Princeton University Ferris Professor.

			Casey Miller (1919–1997) was a feminist author and editor best known for promoting the use of nonsexist writing in the English language. Along with her writing partner, Kate Swift, Miller authored The Handbook of Nonsexist Writing and Words and Women.

			An award-winning poet, novelist, journalist, activist, and best-selling author, Robin Morgan has published more than twenty books of poetry, fiction, and nonfiction. Her 1970 anthology, Sisterhood Is Powerful, has been widely credited with helping to start the contemporary feminist movement and was cited by the New York Public Library as “one of the 100 most influential books of the 20th century.” Recipient of the National Endowment for the Arts Prize (Poetry) among other honors, and former editor in chief of Ms., she founded the Sisterhood Is Global Institute and co-founded (with Jane Fonda and Gloria Steinem) the Women’s Media Center. She currently writes and hosts WMC Live with Robin Morgan, a syndicated weekly radio program, and serves as global editor of Ms.

			Premilla Nadasen is professor of history at Barnard College. She is most interested in the activism and visions of liberation of poor and working-class women of color. She has been involved in social justice organizing for many decades and published extensively on the multiple meanings of feminism, alternative labor movements, and grassroots community organizing. She is the author of two award-winning books, Welfare Warriors: The Welfare Rights Movement in the United States and Household Workers Unite: The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement, and is currently writing a biography of the South African singer and antiapartheid activist Miriam Makeba.

			Eleanor Holmes Norton, now in her fifteenth term as the congresswoman for the District of Columbia, is the chair of the House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. She serves on two committees: the Committee on Oversight and Reform and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. She is a former professor of law at Georgetown University, was chair of the EEOC from 1977 to 1981, and is the author of the federal guidelines on sexual harassment in the workplace.

			Victoria F. Nourse is one of the nation’s leading scholars on statutory interpretation, Congress, and the separation of powers. She has had a distinguished career in government up and down Pennsylvania Avenue. In 2015–16, she served as chief counsel to the vice president of the United States. Prior to that she served as an appellate lawyer in the Justice Department and as special counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee. The story of her role in the fight for the original Violence Against Women Act is told in Fred Strebeigh’s book Equal: Women Reshape American Law. Nourse is currently the director of Georgetown Law’s Center for Congressional Studies.

			Joyce Carol Oates is the author of more than seventy books, including novels, short story collections, poetry volumes, plays, essays, and criticism, including the national best sellers We Were the Mulvaneys and Blonde. Among her many honors are the PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in Short Fiction and the National Book Award. Oates is the Roger S. Berlind ’52 Professor of the Humanities at Princeton University and has been a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters since 1978.

			Sharon Olds is the author of twelve books of poetry, with her newest collection, Balladz, released in 2022. Arias was short-listed for the 2020 Griffin Poetry Prize, and Stag’s Leap won both the Pulitzer Prize and England’s T. S. Eliot Prize. Olds is the Erich Maria Remarque Professor of Creative Writing at New York University’s Graduate Creative Writing Program. She lives in New York City.

			The New York Times acknowledged Mary Oliver (1935–2019) as “far and away, this country’s best-selling poet.” Born in a small town in Ohio, Oliver published her first book of poetry, No Voyage, and Other Poems, in 1963 at the age of twenty-eight. She lived for several years at the home of Edna St. Vincent Millay in upper New York state, companion to the poet’s sister Norma Millay. It was there, in the late 1950s, that she met the photographer Molly Malone Cook. For more than forty years, Cook and Oliver made their home together, largely in Provincetown, Massachusetts, where they lived until Cook’s death in 2005. Over the course of her long and illustrious career, Oliver received numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1984 for her fourth book, American Primitive.

			Jane O’Reilly grew up in St. Louis and graduated in 1958 from Radcliffe College. She was a co-founder of Ms., known for writing its first cover story, “Click! The Housewife’s Moment of Truth.” She was also a freelance writer and a regular contributor to The New York Times, Time, Vogue, and New York magazine. After the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment in 1982, O’Reilly lived in Key West for several years with a group of treasure divers before moving to Vermont and teaching writing workshops. A distinguished political reporter, book reviewer, and travel writer, she now lives in East Boston, Massachusetts, where she is an amateur printmaker and fair housing activist. She will soon be releasing her newsletter, The Diary of My Eighty-Sixth Year.

			Catherine Orenstein is a folklorist, writer, and founder of the OpEd Project, a global thought leadership initiative founded to diversify public knowledge and change who writes history.

			Lenore Palladino is assistant professor in the School of Public Policy and the Department of Economics and a research associate at the University of Massachusetts Amherst Political Economy Research Institute, as well as a fellow at the Roosevelt Institute. She holds a PhD from the New School in economics and a JD from Fordham Law School.

			Linda Pastan’s fourteenth book of poems, Insomnia, was published in October 2015 and won the Towson University Prize for Literature. She has twice been a finalist for the National Book Award, and in 2003, she won the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize for lifetime achievement. Her most recent books are A Dog Runs Through It and Almost an Elegy: New and Later Selected Poems.

			Minh-Ha T. Pham has published widely on the intersections of race, gender, class, fashion media, and capitalism. Her essays appear in academic journals as well as arts, culture, and politics magazines and media sites. She is the author of Asians Wear Clothes on the Internet: Race, Gender, and the Work of Personal Style Blogging.

			Marge Piercy has written seventeen novels including the New York Times best seller Gone to Soldiers, the national best sellers Braided Lives and The Longings of Women, and the classic Woman on the Edge of Time; nineteen volumes of poetry including The Hunger Moon: New and Selected Poems, 1980–2010; and the critically acclaimed memoir Sleeping with Cats. Born in center-city Detroit, educated at the University of Michigan and Northwestern, and the recipient of four honorary doctorates, Piercy is active in antiwar, feminist, and environmental causes.

			Jennifer M. Piscopo is associate professor of politics and director of the Center for Research and Scholarship at Occidental College in Los Angeles. Her research on gender, elections, and politics has appeared in more than twenty peer-reviewed journals and numerous books. She appears frequently in domestic and international media and consults regularly for UN Women on boosting women’s political empowerment.

			Letty Cottin Pogrebin, a founding editor of Ms., is a writer and activist, the author of twelve books, and a consulting editor on Marlo Thomas’s Free to Be, You and Me. Co-founder of the National Women’s Political Caucus and the Ms. Foundation for Women, Pogrebin is also past president of the Authors Guild and board member of the Harvard Divinity School Women’s Studies in Religion Program and the Brandeis University Women’s and Gender Studies Program. Her honors include a Yale University Poynter Fellowship in Journalism, a Matrix Award for excellence in communication and the arts, and an Emmy Award for Free to Be, You and Me.

			Adrienne Rich (1929–2012) was an American poet, writer, feminist thinker, and activist in progressive causes. In a career spanning seven decades, she wrote and published two dozen volumes of poetry and more than half a dozen of prose. Rich’s poetry includes the collections The Dream of a Common Language, A Wild Patience Has Taken Me This Far, and An Atlas of the Difficult World. Her prose work includes the collections On Lies, Secrets, and Silence and Blood, Bread, and Poetry; an influential essay, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence”; and Of Woman Born, a scholarly examination of motherhood as a sociohistorical construct. She received the National Book Award for Poetry in 1974 for Diving into the Wreck and was a finalist an additional three times, in 1956, 1967, and 1991.

			Amanda Robb is an award-winning investigative reporter whose work has appeared in The New York Times, New York, The New Republic, The Guardian, Rolling Stone, GQ, Cosmopolitan, and many other national and international publications. Before becoming a journalist, Robb worked as a soap-opera scriptwriter (ABC’s All My Children) and political speechwriter (for the U.S. Senate majority/minority leader Harry Reid). Among the prizes Robb has won are a Mirror/Newhouse Award, a Deadline Award, a Maggie Award (twice), and a Writers Guild Award. Robb is also an Emmy nominee, a Headline Award finalist, and a National Magazine Award (Ellie) nominee.

			Rebecca Rosenblatt moved to New York City in the early 1970s from a coal-mining town in Pennsylvania. For months, she drove a taxicab in New York, one of the first of the very few women to do this. Her taxicab became the subject of her first formal writing, published in New York magazine. Her essay in Ms. was followed by an article on hunting for womenSports magazine, the first periodical for women’s athletics. Rosenblatt later produced and wrote a documentary on women in policing for WNBC, NBC’s New York City flagship. She married and moved to Long Island, learned to spearfish off Montauk Point, and hunted south of the Allagash Wilderness in Maine.

			Diana E. H. Russell, PhD (1938–2020), was one of the foremost pioneers and experts on sexual violence and abuse of women and girls in the world. For forty years she was deeply engaged in research on these crimes and authored, co-authored, edited, and/or co-edited seventeen books and numerous articles, many of which have become authoritative sources on rape, incest, femicide, and the causal relationship between porn and sexual violence.

			Sima Samar, MD, is a physician and an outspoken advocate for women’s and human rights in Afghanistan. She previously served as Afghanistan’s deputy president and minister of women’s affairs, and she was the chair of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission. She is a member of the UN secretary-general’s high-level advisory boards on mediation and internal displacement.

			Carol Seajay co-founded the Old Wives’ Tales bookstore in San Francisco and published and edited the Feminist Bookstore News.

			Marie Shear (1940–2017) defined herself as a writer and editor by trade, a satirist and musical-comedy lover by temperament, and a feminist by necessity (she was known for her definition of feminism as “the radical notion that women are people”). Her work has appeared in more than twenty professional and popular magazines.

			Nina Siegal is a regular contributor to The New York Times from Amsterdam and the author of three novels and one nonfiction book, The Diary Keepers.

			Eleanor Smeal is co-founder and president of the Feminist Majority Foundation, the publisher of Ms., and the former president of the National Organization for Women (NOW). Smeal has led efforts for the economic, political, and social equality and empowerment of women worldwide for more than four decades. One of the architects of the modern drive for women’s equality, Smeal is known as a political analyst, strategist, and grassroots organizer. Smeal was the first to identify the “gender gap”—the difference in the way women and men vote—and popularize its usage in election and polling analysis to enhance women’s voting clout. As president of NOW, Smeal led the drive to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, the largest nationwide grassroots and lobbying campaign in the history of the modern women’s movement, and she continues to be a leading strategist in the current drive to ensure the ERA is added to the Constitution.

			Katherine Spillar is the executive director of the Feminist Majority Foundation, and as one of its founders, she has been a driving force in executing the organization’s diverse programs securing women’s rights both domestically and globally. When the Feminist Majority Foundation acquired Ms. in December 2001, becoming the sole nonprofit publisher of the iconic magazine, Spillar oversaw relocation of Ms.’s editorial operations from New York City to Los Angeles and became the executive editor in 2005. Under her oversight, Ms. has increased its investigative reporting and in-depth analysis and today is the largest print and online feminist news site reaching readers from across the globe. She is an executive producer of Ms.’s highly acclaimed podcasts, On the Issues with Michele Goodwin and Fifteen Minutes of Feminism. Spillar graduated magna cum laude with a degree in urban studies from Texas Christian University, earned an MS in urban studies and economics from Trinity University, and received an honorary doctor of letters from Texas Christian University.

			Gloria Steinem, a co-founder of Ms., is an American feminist, journalist, and social and political activist who became nationally recognized as a leader and spokeswoman for the feminist movement in the late 1960s and early 1970s. In 1969, she published an article, “After Black Power, Women’s Liberation,” which brought her to national fame as a feminist leader. In 2005, Steinem, Jane Fonda, and Robin Morgan co-founded the Women’s Media Center, an organization that works “to make women visible and powerful in the media.”

			Catharine R. Stimpson regards her work with Ms.—writing, chairing the Ms. Advisory Board on Research, Scholarship, and Education—as among the happiest of her publishing experiences. She has taught at Barnard College, where she founded Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society; Rutgers University; and New York University. Her public service includes the presidency of the Modern Language Association and board roles for Scholars at Risk.

			Ellen Sweet held various executive positions in nonprofit communications for more than fifteen years, most recently as vice president for external affairs at Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health. She was also communications director at the Center for Reproductive Rights, vice president of public affairs at the International Women’s Health Coalition, and communications director at the Vera Institute of Justice. Prior to that, she worked for many years on staff and as a freelancer at national magazines including Ms., where she served as senior editor and writer from 1980 to 1988. She is currently volunteering her time for Girls Write Now, a New York nonprofit that pairs aspiring high school writers with professional writers as mentors.

			Kate Swift (1923–2011) was a feminist author and editor best known for promoting the use of nonsexist writing in the English language. Along with her writing partner, Casey Miller, Swift authored The Handbook of Nonsexist Writing and Words and Women.

			Marianne Takas is the author of several books on child support, custody, adoption, fostering, and well-being. An attorney who represented children and parents, she has also worked for the ABA Center on Children and the Law, Voices for America’s Children, and the National Foster Parent Association. She currently directs the nonprofits World Culture USA and the Birthday Books Project.

			Bonnie Thornton Dill is dean of the University of Maryland’s College of Arts and Humanities and professor in the Harriet Tubman Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. A pioneering scholar of intersectionality, she served as president of the National Women’s Studies Association, vice president of the American Sociological Association, and chair of the Ms. Committee of Scholars and is currently on the board of the Feminist Majority Foundation.

			Johnnie Tillmon (1926–1995) founded one of the first grassroots welfare mothers’ organizations, ANC (Aid to Needy Children) Mothers Anonymous, in 1963. ANC Mothers later became a part of the National Welfare Rights Organization (NWRO). Tillmon quickly emerged as a leader and became a chair of the NWRO. Together with other welfare mothers, she struggled for adequate income, dignity, justice, and democratic participation.

			Patricia Marina Trujillo is a Chicana feminist scholar from Española, New Mexico. She writes about women’s issues in northern New Mexico with an emphasis on representation of acequia and land-based cultures. She sits on the boards of Tewa Women United and NewMexicoWomen.org. Trujillo is currently the deputy secretary of the New Mexico Department of Higher Education.

			V (formerly Eve Ensler) is a Tony and Obie Award–winning, New York Times best-selling playwright, author, and activist with plays and books published in more than forty-eight languages and performed in more than 140 countries. The founder of V-Day, the global grassroots movement to end violence against all women and girls (cisgender, transgender, those who hold fluid identities, and nonbinary people) and the planet, she is also the founder of One Billion Rising, the biggest mass action campaign to end violence against all women and girls in more than two hundred countries, and the co-founder of City of Joy, a revolutionary leadership center for Congolese women survivors of violence in Bukavu, D.R.C.

			Lindsy Van Gelder is a freelance writer based in San Diego. She has written for many mainstream newspapers and magazines, and her beats have included beauty, politics, personal computers, the Times Square porn industry, and gay European travel. But writing for Ms. remains a highlight; no other publication had readers who were so fiercely heart-and-brains engaged.

			Linda Villarosa is a journalist in residence and associate professor at the Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism at CUNY. A contributing writer at The New York Times Magazine, she is also the author of Under the Skin: The Hidden Toll of Racism on American Lives and on the Health of Our Nation.

			Cheryl Marie Wade (1948–2013) was ten when she was diagnosed with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis. She received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in psychology from the University of California, Berkeley. She co-founded the AXIS dance troupe. From 1985 to 1989, Wade performed with Wry Crips, which presented poetry and drama written by women with disabilities. Her solo career led her to perform in several videos. Wade also wrote poetry, plays, and articles about disability culture.

			Jane Wagner, one of America’s most distinguished playwrights, has won numerous awards, including several Emmys for writing and producing and a Writers Guild Award for her work in television. Wagner has also won a New York Drama Critics’ Circle Special Award and a New York Drama Desk Award for her Broadway success, The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe; three Grammy nominations for comedy albums she wrote with Lily Tomlin, Modern Scream, And That’s the Truth, and On Stage; and two Peabody Awards, the first for the CBS special J.T. and the second for the ABC special Edith Ann’s Christmas: Just Say Noël.

			Alice Walker was an editor at Ms. from 1974 to 1978. She is an internationally celebrated writer, poet, and activist whose books include seven novels, along with four short story collections, four children’s books, and volumes of essays and poetry. She won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1983 and the National Book Award. Her work has been translated into more than two dozen languages, and her books have sold more than fifteen million copies.

			Michele Wallace was born in 1952 in Harlem. She is the author of Black Macho and the Myth of the Superwoman, Invisibility Blues, and Dark Designs and Visual Culture. Wallace is professor emerita of English at the City College of New York and CUNY Graduate Center. She has a PhD in cinema studies from the Tisch School of the Arts at NYU.

			Jennifer Weiss-Wolf is executive director of strategy and partnerships at Ms. She directs the Birnbaum Women’s Leadership Center at NYU School of Law and is the author of the book Periods Gone Public.

			Jennifer Williams is an assistant professor of English at Howard University. Her research and teaching interests include twentieth- and twenty-first-century African American literature and women’s, gender, and sexuality studies, particularly in relation to space, race, and class.

			Patricia J. Williams, one of the most provocative intellectuals in American law and a pioneer of both the law and literature and the critical race theory movements in American legal theory, holds a joint appointment between Northeastern University’s School of Law and its Department of Philosophy and Religion in the College of Social Sciences and Humanities. Williams has published widely in the areas of race, gender, literature, and law. Her books, including The Alchemy of Race and Rights, illustrate some of America’s most complex societal problems and challenge our ideas about socio-legal constructs of race and gender.

			Dave Zirin writes about the politics of sports for The Nation and is its first sportswriter. He is the author of The Kaepernick Effect: Taking a Knee, Changing the World and the host of the Edge of Sports podcast and The Collision: Sports and Politics, with Etan Thomas, on WPFW in Washington, D.C.
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21ePM 9-4-69
T0 DIRECTQR AND HEWARK
ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

FROM NEV YORK

WOMENS LIBERATION MOVEMENT

ADVISED THE

WOMENS LIBERATION MOVEMENT FROM NEW YORK CITY 1S PLANNING
T0 GO TO ATLANTIC CITY SATURDAY SEPTEMBER SIXTH NEXT T0
DEMONSTRATE AT TKE MISS AMERICA PAGEANT.
DESCRIBED THE GROUP AS A REACTIONARY GROUP OF WOMEN
FIGHTING FOR WOMAN'S EQUAL RIGHTS.

1S ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE HOW MANY WOMEN ARE
TRAVELLING TO ATLANTIC CITY AND TIME OF DEPARTURE.
NEW YORK WILL KEEP THE BUREAU AND NEWARK ADVISED.

VIA JELETYPE

5855 PM 3-5-69

I}
AND NE:dARK
ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
“ROM NEW YORX

¥OMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT

FURNISHED INFORMATION CONCERNING WOMEN®S

LIBERATION MOVEMENT (WLM) ACTIVITY PLANNED IN CONNECTION WITH THE
MISS AMERICAN BEAUTY PAGEANT AT ATLANTIC CITY SEPTEMBER SIX
NEXT AS FOLLOWS:

AN ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE AT A CITY-WIDE MEETING OF WLM,
ONE THREE THREE WEST FOURTH STREET, NEW YORK CITY ON SEPTEMBER
FOURTH LAST TKAT BUSES WOULD DEPART FROM SEVENTEENTH STREET AND
UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK CITY AT NINE AM, SEPTEMBER SIXTH NEXT FOR
ATLANTIC CITY. THE NUMBER OF BUSES AND NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
WAS NOT KNOWN, AT ONE PM, SEPTEMBER FIVE INSTANT THE WLM GROUP WILL
PICKET, PERFORM GUERILLA THEATRE, SHOW, MOVIES AND CONDUCT WORKSHOPS
ON THE BOARDWALD IN FRONT OF CONVENTION HALL, "NO'PLANS WERE
MADE TO DISRUPT THE PROCEEDINGS EITHER INSIDE oR’ O-U-T-S_;D_E—Tl‘ii—l:A-LL.
THE WLM GROUP 1S SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO NEW YORK AT ONE AM,

SEPTEMBER SEVEN NEXT.
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How to Write Your Own
Marriage Contract

Susan Edmiston
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First we thought marriage was when Prince
Charming came and took you away with him.
Then we thought that marriage was orange
blossoms and Alengon lace and silver patterns.
Then we thought that marriage —at least—was
when you couldn’t face signing the lease on
the new apartment in two different names.

But most of us never even suspected the
truth. Nobody ever so much as mentioned that
what marriage is, at its very heart and essence,
is a contract. When you say “I do,” what you
are doing is not, as you thought, vowing your
eternal love, but rather subscribing to a whole
system of rights, obligations and responsibilities
that may very well be anathema to your most
cherished beliefs.

Worst of all, you never even get to read the
contract—to say nothing of the fine print. If
you did, you probably wouldn’t agree to it. Mar-
Tiage, as it exists today, is a peculiarly vague,
and yet inflexible, arrangement of institution-
alized inequality which goes only one step be-
yond the English common-law concept of hus-
band and wife as one, and, as the saying goes.
“that ‘one’ is the husband.” We have progressed
from the notion of wife as legal nonentity to
the notion of wife as dependent and inferior.

In recent years, many people have taken to
writing their own marriage ceremonies in a
desperate attempt to make the institution more
relevant to their own lives. But ceremonies,
they are finding, do not reach the heart of the
matter. So some couples are now taking the
logical next step of drawing up their own con-
tracts. These agreements may delineate any of
the financial or personal aspects of the marriage
relationship—from who pays which bills to
who uses what birth control. Though many of
their proyisions may not be legally binding, at
the very least they can help us to examine the
often inchoate assumptions underlying our re-
lationships, help us come to honest and equi-
table terms with one another, and provide
guidelines for making our marriages what we
truly want them to be.

Before their first child was horn, Alix Cates
Shulman and her husband had an egalitarian,
partnership marriage. Alix worked full time as

Susan Edmiston is a writer, editor, columnist
and contributor to many national magazines.
She is now at work on a book, “A Literary
Guide to New York.”
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WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT.

ADVISED TODAY THAT
APPROXIMATELY SIXTY WOMEN MOSTLY IN LATE TWENTY'S AND EARLY THIRIY*S
DEMONSTRATED UNDER BANNER OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION AT KENNEDY PLAZA
OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE TO CONVENTION HALL ATLANTIC CITYFROM ABOUT
THREE PM TO MIDNIGHT NINE SIX SIXTYNINE.

THEY ARE PROTESTING MISS AMERICA PAGEANT TO BE RACIST AND DEGRAD ING

T0 WOMEN., DEMONSTRATION ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL., NO INCIDENTS
TOOK PLACE. NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY NEWARK.
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“We have had abortions

These 53 American women invite you to join
them in a campaign for honesty and freedom

Last year, 343 prominent and respected Frenchwomen were willing to sign a public mani-
festo declaring that they had undergone abortions. This acte de révolte dramatized their
individual determination to take their lives and liberation into their own hands. It also
showed their willingness to stand with and to speak for their less well-known sisters, who
were forced to suffer unwanted pregnancies or illegal abortions in silence.

To many American women and men it scems absurd, in this allegedly enlightened age, that
we should still be arguing for a simple principle: that a woman has the right to sovereignty
over her own body. Still, there are tragically few places in the country where a woman can
obtain an abortion without the expense and deception of conforming to inhuman laws, or
the expense and physical danger of going outside the law. (Organizations offering infor-
mation on the laws and on abortion availability are listed on page 126 of this issue.) The
vast majority of abortion laws in this country are remnants of obscurantist attitudes and
medieval prejudices.

In fact, at least one of every four women in the United States has had an abortion. Until
the recent legal reform in two states, all of those had to be either therapeutic or illegal. Given
the difficulty of securing a therapeutic abortion, the great majority of abortions endured by
American women have been illegal—and therefore dangerous. This has caused untold suf-
fering, especially on the part of poor women who must resort to self-induced or butchered
abortions. Some idea of the lives to be saved by repealing abortion laws is suggested by
the recent drastic reduction in deaths from childbirth, a statistic that includes deaths from
bungled abortions, in New York City alone. During the first nine months of the new legal
abortion program, “deaths from childbirth” dropped by at least 60 per cent.

To save lives and to spare other women the pain of socially-imposed guilt, 53 respected
women residents in the United States have volunteered to begin the American Women's
Petition by signing the statement below. Our purpose is not to alienate or to ask for sym-
pathy, but to repeal archaic and inhuman laws. Because of the social stigma still wrongly
attached to abortion, many women in public life, or with husbands in public life, have felt
unable to join us. We mostly women active in community work, or in the arts. But we

invite all women, from every walk of life, to help eliminate this stigma by joining us in this
petition, and signing the statement below. The complete list will be sent to the White House,
to every State Li
petitions for their lawmakers.

islature, and to our sisters in other countries who are signing similar

Barbaralee D. Diamonstein

The attitudes and laws against abortion in this country are causing untold suffering. Approxi-
mately one million American women had “illegal” abortions in 1971—many of them self-
induced or performed by the unqualified, some of them fatal.

I have had an abortion. I publicly join millions of other American women in demanding a

with 94 women, “Open

repeal of all laws that restrict our reproductive freedom.

Nam
Addr

Identification:

Send to: American Women's Petition, *

Eve Auchincloss

Sunny Aurelio

Lorraine Beebe

Joan Bingham

Patricia Bosworth

Kay Boyle

Adelyn D. Breeskin

Susan Brownmiller
Hortense Calisher
Jaqueline Michot Ceballos
Lucinda Cisler

Shirley Clarke

Judy Collins

Mary Cunningham
Anselma Dell 'Olio

Karen De Crow
Barbaralee D. Diamonstein
Susan Edmiston

Nora Ephron

Lee Grant

Gael Greene

Nancy Grossman
Barbara Barrie Harnick
Lillian Hellman
Dorothy Pitman Hughes
Elizabeth Janeway

Lucy Jarvis

Jill Johnston

Billie Jean King
Maxine Kumin

Irma Lazarus

Viveca Lindfors

Marya Mannes
Dorothy Millstone
Marcia Colman Morton
Anais Nin

New York, N.Y. 10017

Grace Paley

Beverly Pepper
Eleanor Perry
Frances Fox Piven
Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Mary Rodgers

Naomi Ellen Rubin
Nora Sayre

Anita Siegel

Marcia B. Siegel
Anne Sexton

Ruth P. Smith

Susan Sontag

Gloria Steinem

Lena Tabori

Barbara W. Tuchman
Shirley Ann Wheeler

Barbaralee Diamonstein is a freelance writer who was Director of Cultural Affairs for New York City. Her book of interviews
ets, will be published in February.
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( LOST WOMEN

HARRIET TUBMAN: THE MOSES OF HER PEOPLE

Harriel Tubman's name has not been lost
10 us—il appoors in history texts defined
by such epithets a3 “Liberator,” “Under-
ground Railroad Conductor,” and “Fo-
mous Negro™—bu! the credit Tubman re-
ceived in hor time ond in our own hes
never been commensurato with hor work,
her vision, o her zeal.

Slave owners on the Eastern Shore of
Maryland wera not certain who “Maosos”
was, and for o time thoy did not know
If the “black wretch” was male of female.
During the 1850s o raider with this Bib:
lical code name struck their plantations
by night and carried off large groups of
slaves worth thousands of dollars. Rec-
ord-breaking rewards were offered, but
Harriet Tubman, “the Moses of hor peo-
Plo,” was never captured

Tubman was an escoped slave, o
hunted fugitive, and one of the most ef-
fective conductors on that secrat routo
North called the Underground Railroad.
Her lifo contains so many eloments of
high advantura that it might appear melo-
dromatic to modern, cynical eves. Her
combination of religious mysficism and
militancy might call 1o mind © black Joan
of Arc, but she was neither an advenur-
er nor a saint

In o time when being both black and
femole meant extreme oppression, Tub-
mon was an activist obsessed with lb-
eration, and she expressed her driving
concern pragmafically. In the space of
one decade, she made 19 forays into
the South to rescue more than 300 peo-
plo from slavery. She spoke for both the
Anti-Slovery and Womon's Suflrago
movements, and foined the Union Army
during the Civil War, becoming the only
woman in Americon military history o
plon and personally conduct an armed
expediion ogainst enemy forces. Sho
was unpaid for her work and spen the
last part of her lifa in poverty.

Harriet Ross Tubman was born info
slavery on Edward Brodas's plantation
in Dorchester County, Marylond, about
1821 She was of pure African lineage,

MARCY GALEN

s0id 10 be descended from the warlike
ond rebeliious Ashonfi triba. A homely,
willlul child, she was continvally whipped
for “insolence™ os a nursemaid ond do-
mestic, ond wos later sent to work in the
felds. Unusuelly short but stronger than
most men, she split rails, carted heavy
loads, and plowed. The hard laber pre-
pared her for the physicol endurance that
would be essentiol 10 her later vocation.

Before she reached aduithood, Harriet
saw her own sisars sold South and heard
of Nat Tumer's slave revolt in nearby
Virginia. Har rebelliousness increased,
and whan she was @ young woman, she
dallberately stood between an ovorsaer
and an escoping slave. The enroged
oversaer hurled o heavy iron waight
which struck Harriet In the heod and
nearly killed her. After months in a dolir-
fum she recovered, but her injury re-
suled In chronic narcolepsy, and for tho
rast of her lifo tho was subjec! to sudden
attacts of doop sleap [rom which no one
could rouse hor.

Always rebellious, sho was lurther
radicalized by this incident. She began
to believe that God had called hor fo
help her people, and she experienced

visions  which Incroased her growing
sense of mission. Her aclivism was prob.
ably postponed somo years by har mar.
flage to John Tubman, @ freed slavo
whom she deeply loved. ond by an
abortiva attemp 1o buy her reedom. As
a hired-out hand, she ettompted fo save
a portion of her meager wages; but when
it becamo eviden! that she could never
save enough fo purchase freedom, her
thoughts tued seriously to escapo. In
1849, sho learned that she and her broth
ors wore 10 be sold South on a choin
gang, and the finally resolved to escopo
with hor brothers and John.

She reported that she had o dream
bofora her escape. | dreomed | wos
fiying over cotton felds ond cornfields
and tha corn was r/pe, the fassels waving
golden brown In the sun. | fly over Com
bridge ond the Choptank River, and |
can see the gleam of the waler under
me like @ mirror. | come to.a mountain
and | fly over that. But | alwoys come 1o
a barrier, sometimes if's o lenco, some-
times o river, and | can't fly over it It
oppears liko | won't have the strength
and just a3 I'm sinking down, thero are
ladies in white over there, and they puf
out their hands and pull me across.

Later she described how she came fo
the decision 10 escope; “I hod reasoned
1his out in my mind, fhera was two things
1 had o right 1o, liberty and death. If |
could not have one, | would have the
other, for no man should take me olive.

John, howevar, was contont (n Mary+
Jand and forbade his wifo 10 leave him.
Har lrightaned brothers desortad her af
the last moment. Harriet Tubman, plac-
ing personal freadom abov her mar-
fioge, disappeared from the plontation
alone one night

She reached @ woman in a nearby
fown who put her in touch with the Un-
derground Railroad. The Roilroad, o
chain of hiding placas, sustenance, ond
somelimes transporiation for runaway
slaves, was run by Quokars, Ireed slav

and other sympathizers who woro called
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RAPE, LYNCH NEGRO MOTHER

Columbus, Miss., Dec. I7—Thursday a week ago Cordella Stevenson
was found early in the morning hanging 0 the limb of a iree, without
any clothing. dead. . . . The body was found about ffty yards north
of the Mobile & Ohio R.R.. and the thousands and thousands of
passengers that came in and our of this city last Thursday morning
were horrified at the sight. She was hung there from the night before by
@ bloodihirsty mob who had gonc to her home. snatched her from
slumber, and dragged her through the streeis without any resistance.
They carried her 10 a far-off spot, did their dirt and then strung
er up. —Chicago Defender December 18, 1915

0 one—not even the men in the
mob—had bothered to accuse
Cordella Stevenson of committing
a crime. She was black and that
was reason enough, She was black
and a woman, trapped in a society
pervaded with myths of whie
superiority and male supremacy.
She could be raped and murdered
with absolute impunity. The white
mob simply claimed that, a few months earlier, Cordella
Stevenson's son had burned down 2 white man’s barn
It was 60 years ago when this black woman was raped
and strung up on a tree. There are many who believe that
incidents such as these belong to an cra of racist terror
now forever buried under the historical progress of the in-
tervening years. But history itsell allows only the naive (o
honestly claim these last 60 years as a time of un-
equivocal progress—especially when the elimination of
racism and male supremacy is used as the yardstick.
Today, black women continue to be sexually at-
tacked—and, in some cases, even murdered—by white
men who know that, in all likelihood, they will never have
10 face the consequences of their crimes.

g#‘ﬁ‘

Twenty-year-old JoAnne Little, one of the most recent
victims in this racist and sexist tradition, is the cultural
grandchild of Cordella Stevenson. She says that she
resisted when she was sexually assaulted, but as a result
she is currently being tried on charges of first-degree
murder. In the event of a conviction, she will auto-
matically get a death sentence and will be placed on
North Carolina’s death row—the result of a “legal”
process, but still too close to the lynch law of the past.

The story begins last August 27, when a guard at the
jail in Beaufort County, North Carolina, was found dead
in the cell of a missing prisoner. He had been stabbed 11
times with an ice pick, the same ice pick that he had kept
in his own desk drawer. The jailer, Clarence Alligood,
was white. The missing prisoner was black, and the only
woman in the entire jail. Because of a conviction on
charges of breaking and entering, larceny, and receiving
stolen property, JoAnne Little was serving a sentence of
seven to ten ycars and had already been kept in the
Beaufort County jail for three months at the time of her
disappearance.

When the autopsy report was. released, it contained
this evidence of recent sexual activity on the part of
Alligood: **His shoes were in the corridor, his socks on
his feet. He was otherwise naked from the waist down.
- -« The left arm was under the body and clutching his
pants. ... His right hand contained an icepick. There was
blood on the sheet, cell floor, corridor. . . . Beneath his
buttocks was a decorated, partially torn woman’s
kerchief. On the floor was a night gown and on the cell

door was a brassicre and night jacket, Extending
from his penis to his thi stream of what
al fluid was

e that she did what she had to do in self-defense. At
her own insistence, Jerry Paul, the lawyer she contacted,

* dent took place, and where she feared that she would be
‘subjected to further sexual assault and perhaps even that
er life would be in danger.
‘Shortly thereafter, JoAnne Little was charged with
‘murder in the first degree.
" The circumstances surrounding this case deserve
careful attention, for they raise fundamental questions
out the bringing of murder charges against her.
Moreover, they expose conditions and situations many
Women prisoners must confront, especially in the small-
jails of this country. )
JoAnne Little was being detained in a jail in which
was the only woman—among prisoncrs and guards
alike. Since the Beaufort County Jail had served as a
tention center for other women prisoners in the past,
1y were all the jailers assigned to it men? (Three
onths later—according to Karen Galloway, one of

JoAnne's lawyers—the prison authoritics began L0 claim

atron on duty during the

Like any other prisoner, Sister JoAnne was being

d under lock and key. Only her jailer, Clarence
ligood; had access to the key to her cell that night.
fore, how could he have been present there ;sgams:_
Will2 A part of an escape attempt on the part 0
Anne Litile, us the authorities then charged?
lgaad was apparently killed by stab wounds in

flicted by the same ice pick which he was known to keep
in his desk. What was a jail guard doing with an ice pick
in the first place? And for what legitimate purpose could
he have taken it into a prisoner’s cell?

4. Alligood was discovered naked from the waist down.
According to Karen Galloway and Jerry Paul, JoAnne
Little’s attorneys, the authorities maintained for a full
three weeks that Alligood’s pants were nowhere to be
found. Were they affaid that the public would discover
that, although he had been stabbed in the legs, there were
no such holes in his pants? Were they afraid people would
therefore realize that Alligood had removed his pants
before the struggle began? In any case, how could such
crucial evidence be allowed to disappear?

In fact, the reality of JoAnne Little’s life as a prisoner,
even before the rape, may have been one of sexual ex-
ploitation; a fate she consistently resisted. Jerry Paul has
said, “One possibility is that she was being kept in
Beaufort County Jail for openly sexual purposes.” She
should have heen moved to the women’s prison in
Raleigh shortly after her original conviction, for in-
stance, but she was never transferred. According to Paul,
a TV camera was focused on her cell at all times, leaving
her no privacy whatever even when she changed clothes
or took a shower. When she used her sheets to block the
view, they were taken from her. JoAnne Little’s lawyers
have said that on one occasion a highway patrolman
visiting the jail on business unrelated to JoAnne, came
into her cell and wrinated on the floor.

If one wonders why JoAnne Little fled even though cir-
cumstances on their face tended to be greatly e
culpatory, consider that, when she left, Alligood was still
alive, From the appearance of the jail cell, a tremendous

struggle must have taken place. She then fled, distraught,
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The Caseof Joann Little

Carl T. Rowan:

L
Ignore Rape, Cry Murder! "%,

‘“This is fhe sort of case
which puts the test to the
women’s liberation move-

ment.”

®In the wee hours of Aug.
27, 1974, Joanne Little was
sleeping in a cell of the Beau-
fort County Jail where she had
been for three months, await-
ing appeal of a conviction for
breaking and entering. She
was the only woman in the
cellblock, which was guarded
solely by white males.

@The guard that morning
was Clarence Alligood, a 62-
year-old farmer and ex-truck
driver who was known to keep
an ice pick in his drawer.

®Alligood went into Miss
Little’s cell in the wee hours
for some reason, carrying his
own ice pick. He had left his
shoes out by his desk. He
wound up stabbed to death
with his own ice pick, and
when found was nude from the
waist down.

@Joanne Little fled the jail,
but later turned herself in
when a friendly lawyer estab-
lished precautions against her
being shot on sight

@Some newspapers in the
areas suppressed the fact that
Alligood was naked from the
waist down, and that Dr.
Harry M. Carpenter, the coun-
ty medical examiner, had
found clear evidence of recent
sexual activity by Alligood. On
the contrary, they carried
editorials portraying Alligood
as a martyr who died a coura-
geous law enforcer

@®The Southern Poverty Law
Center reports that “‘the state
medical examiner was pre-
pared to support Joanne's
story from his observation of
the evidence, but he was not
allowed to testify before the
grand jury which indicted
her” for first-degree murder.

SOME READERS may com-
plain that I not only presume
Miss Little innocent prior to
the trial, but I declare it in
print. I assure you that I

79:

would not do so if I could thi. -
of any explanation for 2 male
jailer going barefoot and bare-
bottomed into the cell of a sin-
gle black woman inmate in the
wee hours, wielding his ice
pick. There are some rules of
simple deduction here that
ought not mystify even Beau-
fort County’s excuse for Sher-
lock Holmes.

Still, I would not prejudge
this case were it not for the
fact that every bit of evidence
I can find indicates that this 1s
a classic move to railroad to
prison or death a young, indi-
gent, not-well-educated black
woman who herself ought to be
the complainant.

Even beyond that, I would
not write this column if I felt
there was a ghost of a chance
of Joanne Little getting a fair
trial in this area where a black
juror is a rarity.

‘THIS IS THE sort of case
which puts the itest to the
women’s liberation movement.
Will its members help, or is it
just a pseudo-intellectual exer-
cise in letting off personal
steam or airing personal hang-
ups and frustrations. Do the
leaders of the movement truly
care about the dehumanizing
and brutalizing of a woman
prisoner by a male guard?

Ms. Little is now "free" on $115,000 bail. Trial date is April 15. At
igsue ©8 her exoneration and exposure of the brutalization of women

in prison.

Buttons, posters, rally dates, ete., are available at the

Joann Little Information Center, 4850 Blagden Ave. NW, Washington DC.

—_—
Editorial from the local news-

paper in Washington, N.C. (Beau-
fort County) on August 28, 1974.

Brutal Murder

The murder of Clarence G. Alligeod,
age 62, Beaufort County night jailer, s
one of the most trutal ever tohappen in
this county.

At this very moment we look at what.
has happened, we look at his {amily
and loved ones, and what is there to
say? Here is a man who gave his life in
the line of duty. Here is a good man
who never made the headlines in life,
but in death there must be an
appreciation for him and what he did
that he never lived to reaiize.

We look so orten at the death of a law
enforcement officer, and within a day
the story belongs to history. We
express great sympathy at the time,
but all too soon the story tacdes away.

Clarence Alligood gave his best to his
job. He gave his life in the performance
of his duties, What more can any man
give? ¢
It is with deeper sympathy than:
words can express that we feel a part
of this. story. There will be cﬁ‘xgr
Clarence Alligoods . who - give  their
lives, and there will be other stories of
a similar nature. But this one is here at
home, and it represents a brutai
chapter of a continuing story.

He was a good man.

The autopsy report showed that:

Women's International League For Peace And Freedom

\ow

NEW YORK METROPOLITAN BRANCH

(212) 242-4610

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10011 e

201 WEST 13th STREET

“His [Alligood’s] shoes were in the corridor, socks on feet,
but otherwise naked from waist down with open yellow plaid shirt
and undershirt on. The left arm was under the body and clutching
his pants . . . extending from his penis to his thigh skin was a stream
of what appeared to be seminal fluid ... the urethral fluid was

loaded with spermatozoa.”
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require more direct stimulation. |
have also had orgasms by letting wat-
er run on my genitals in the bathtub.
The pressure can be easily controlled
and water is symbolically pleasing.
For the past two years | have heen
perimenting  with  different
brators. | have found that the vi-

vi-

brator gives me the strongest and
most consistent form of stimulation
and s especially good for women
who have never experienced orgasm.
It also overcomes the problem of
your hand or arm getting tired while
masturbating manually. Some womn-

en complain that the vibrator simply
makes them go numh. Of course, if
you put the vibrator directly on your
clitoris and don't move cither the vi-
brator or your body, you will numi
out.
between

always use a bit of material
me and my vibrator—a
piece of velvet, satin, fur, a towel.
I move the vibrator back and forth

besides rocking my pelvis forward
and back and around. Tt's very much
like dancing, and T love to mastur-
bate with music and follow the mu

cal buildup to orgasm.

Some women [ know have put
such tremendous pressure on them-
selves to have orgasms, that they have

not developed the capacity for plea
sure in the buildup of sexual tension
[ encourage them to spend several
self-lovemaking  sessions  without
performance demands, just bringing
themselves up slowly experienc-
ing the pleasurable sensations and
the fantasies. Sometimes when I feel
I'm getting close to coming, I drop
back—tease and please myself. When
I'have an orgasm, I don't stop stimu-
lation. [ just soften up, and stay with
the good feclings. I'll let the pleasure
come with movement, breathing,
1 like it, 'l
g0 on to another buildup and a sec-
wsi, spending

utes to an hour. We have been con-

sounds, or words. If [ fe

rat least 30 min-

ond o

ditioned to make love as though we
are rushing to an appointment.
Joyful masturbation and self-love

naturally flows over into a sexual e

change with another person. We can
give and receive love best when we
feel good about ourselves. Because |
am secure about my sexual response
and orgasm, T fecl free to stimulate
my clitoris along with penetration—
or to show my partner what turns me
on. During oral sex, I can state my
preference—giving my partner nec-
essary feedback on what pleases me.

A daily yoga-style workout helps Betty Dodson keep in touch with her body

|

Ms./109

[

can use the vibrator while being

sitions whe

There are many

penetrated, enhancing my partner’s

sensation as well. [ have never met a

person whom [ would consider a
good lover who wasn't totally turned
on by any information [ could give
about what turned me on.

Exploring my sexual potential has
taken me on many paths of learning
and change. Reclaiming my body as

a source of strength and pleasure has

own lif

given me power over my
the fr
life creatively, just like painting a

and edom to design my sex

picture. Seli-sexuality, along with
heterosexuality, homosexuality, bi
sexuality, and group sexuality is
simply all part of human sexual he

havior.

Betty Dodson is an artist turned

writer-lecturer-teacher on the subje
of human sexuality. She conducts
bodysex  workshops
across the country. This article was
adapted from her illustrated booklet,
Masturbation,” which
can be obtained by sending $3 to Bet-
/o "“Ms." Magazine, 370
enue, New Vork, New

for women

“Liberating

ty Dodson,
Lexington A
York 10017.

e
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United States. |

make that state- | »

ment proudly, in
the full knowledge that, as |
ablack person and asa fe-
male person, | do not have
a chance of actually gain-
ing that office in this elec-
tion year. | make that state-
ment seriously, knowing
that my candidacy itself
can change the face and
future of American politics
— that it will be important
to the needs and hopes of
every one of you—even
though, in the conven:
tional sense, Iwill notwin.”

~June 4,1972
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BY ROBERTA BRANDES GRATZ

THIS WOMAN WAS THE VICTIM OF A CRIMINAL
ABORTION. HER BODY WAS PHOTOGRAPHED
EXACTLY AS IT WAS FOUND BY POLICE IN A
BLOODY AND BARREN MOTEL ROOM:; EXACTLY

% AS IT HAD BEEN ABANDONED THERE BY AN... J
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A toy must be

« Safe

= Made to last

= Respectful of a child's intellect,
self-esteem. and creativity

«Nonracist and nonsexist in the
way itis packaged. conceived, and
planned for play

«Moral in terms of the values it
represents

This is the Ms standard, devel-
oped over four years of reviewing,
and testing thousands of toys
games, and crafts. [t has guided par-
ents and other buyers of children's
gifts. and has been adopted as »
checklist for schools and child-care
centers all over the country.

What it has not done is made
really measurable dent in the overall
practices of the 3 billion toy indus-
try in the United States

This year, as in the past, I have
tried to find the cxceptions to the
rule of toy mediocrity—and there
are joyful, inventive, even auda-
cious exceptions in the wasteland
of kiddie hype
But a few hundred acceptable
toys, out of some 150,000 novelties
and playthings, can't be cnough <)
10 satisfy the diverse needs
interests, and economic
limitations of American
households. Moreover. [
many of the best toys
are produced by coun-
try craft shops or cot-
tage industries that
cannot underwrite
o fulfill nation-
aldistribution

While  chil-

dren's parents and friends stalk the
toy counters in their search for life-
enhancing play materials, most toy
industry people pursue a less elu-
sive ideal profit And while we
celebrate quality in toys and in child
development, they are busy count-
ing children and anticipating sales
revenues

“The United States is starting to
experience a ‘boom’ in first births,
which should be very favorable to
the toy industry,” states a news
item in Toy & Hobby World (s
trade publication), now that millions
of women and men born during the
postwar baby boom are starting to
have babies of their own. In 1975,
there were 152 childbirths per
thousand people, by 1980, this will
rise 10 16.2 births.

Commenting on the new boom.
Playthings magazine rejoices, * Pre-
school manufacturers and retailers
alike should be passing out cigars!"”

Not so fast. No matter how many

children there are. it is adults who
make spending decisions, and we re
not pleased with the selection in the
toy chest A Ralph Nader poll of
2.500 urban houscholds found that
among four different product cate-
gories, toy products received the
greatest number of unsatisfac-
tory” ratings The study also noted
that only one in three unhappy con
sumers register their complaints to
manufacturers. So there's more dis-
satisfaction than meets the toymak.
ers’ eye. It's vital that we tell them
not only what we deplore but what
we want—and we must communi-
cate both by complaining about
poor toys and by spending our dol-
lars only for worthwhile products:
At present, according to the Toy
Manufacturers of America, the
average family (whatever that is)
spends on toys $85 per child per

year And the industry hopes to in
crease that figure by putting about
$100 million a year Into toy adver
lising.

It may take more time and «ffort
{0 seek out the superior plaything,
especially during the holidays when
we do 60 percent of our toy-buying
But the way you spend each child s
85 (or less or more) is not only an
{avestment in the child's pleasure
but a vote of confidence in the best
that toyland has to offer

1If you're shopping for your own
children. you have the advantage of
knowing exactly what they have,

want, and “need” What they
need " is what has least occurred to
them, unadvertised toys that take
them in a new direction. Before

setting out with a shopping list
why not comb through the kids” toy
closet. yourself? Look for one-di

Vegimal. Moaks, Exhnic Dolls and
Garden Sct o0 80 and 39)

mensional toy collections, or notice
able gaps in vatious catesories—
games, active toys, books, nurtursnt
toys, for example

A study of the toy inventory in
upper-income homes of North
Carolina children, aged one to six
found that gurls rooms had more
dolls, dollhouses, homemaker toys
and floral-craft decorations  Boys
rooms had more vehicles, educa
tional/art materials, sports equip-
ment. toy animals, military toys
and animal decorations. The num
bers of musical instruments, books

[Juvenie " furniure, and  stuffed
animals were about cqual for girls
and boys.

These differences cannot simply
be dismissed as a matter of personal

Brian Sutton-Smith found that

taste. A 1968 study by psychologist |

both boys and girls can derive
more creative ideas from traditional
boys toys than they can from tra-
ditional “girls toys ** This finding
was reinforced by E F Rosenfeld’s
1074 study on the relationship of
t0ys to the development of compe-
tence Here it became clear that both
girls and boys discovered many
more things to do with “boys’ toys
than with “girls toys

The long-term cffect of children’s
play experiences on their sex-role
behavior and on eventual career in-
terests is a new area of inquiry But
we don't need experts to tell us that
our children deserve the best. We
need only our own good sense and
2 larger selection of wonderful toys
1o choose from

“BABY HUMANS/TODDLERS

For This age toymakers exercise their
soctal comscience. tho the most cor
watery. and the least concern for sex-role
asulity

AU AT 513 1 CCTRIC MOBRE s 3 soft
nixht Lght, music bov, and dangling <om

munity of animal figures. all under a checked
umbrella (Dolly Tay. §23). Birth-6 years

s 3 beige plush “thing
wth floppy ears (Playskool. $5) 3-24 months
Squeeze the bulb, and
Katie hops along with a boing-boing nosse

(Fisher-Price. $6.25). 24 years.
FUZZLL FUTY is 8 put-together mutt in six

parts. Package shows black bay and

white gl (Fisher Price. $375) o
Louy 3 charming gingham crib-and
play pen doll 15 machine-washable

(Fisher Price. $5) 3 months 2 years
TURBY is 3 cushiony inflatable baby bath
versatle enough 10 be 3 bath or bed

for infants and later & wading pool
or float for toddlers (Newman Fine
Inc. PO Box 2004 New York
NY 10017, $10)
TEAS 1 CARROTS BABY FOOD.
CRINDER mashes cooked
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Text by Joan Lowery Nixon/Illustraﬁons by Susan Faiola

There was me, Judy.
That’s one.

man named Frank.

My father told me I could visit him
on holidays.
And my mother and father. One father, two fathers.
They made two.

That made four.

And together we made three.
After the divorce, my mother mar-

Then my mother took me out for | ried Frank, and we moved into his

ice cream and told me that she and | house.
my father were getting a divorce,| Frank had a son who parked his
and she was marrying a wonderful | big motorbike in his bedroom, and

popped his chewing gum, and never
spoke to me.

Mother said we'd be such a happy
family.

That made five.

My father took me out for ice
cream and told me he had met a
wonderful woman named Gloria,
and he was going to marry her.
Gloria wanted to be my mother too.

One mother, two mothers.

That made six.

Gloria had a little boy who said
“NO!” to everything and kicked

Ms./53
people on their legs. He could al-
ways find where the crayons were
hidden, and he scribbled on the
walls and on the bathroom mirror,
and on the new overnight case
Frank gave me.

My father said it made him so
happy that we could all be together.

That made seven.

Gloria’s brother lost his job, and he
moved in. Every day he lay on the
floor with a pillow under his head
and watched all the game shows and
soap operas on television.

My father and Gloria didn’t laugh
as much as they usually did.
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BLACK
IS BROWN IS TAN

! By Arnold Adoff
Pictures by Emily Arnold McCully

black is brown is tan is dark s light

is girl is boy singing songs

is nose is face in singing night

is all the colors kiss big woman hug big man
of the race black is brown is tan

this is the way it is for us this is the way we are

AT Tom TR T rows s To” by Ao Adofl. lsated By Enly rseld Ml Tt copyio © 173 by Areld Adof. Piurs copyih © 113
ity Amold McCully. Reprinted by per of Harpar & Rov, Publichars, Inc.






OEBPS/images/049_Spil_9780593321560_c01_art_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/048_Spil_9780593321560_c01_art_r1.jpg
EATE MILLETT WHAT IF
ON THE TRIAL OF PAT NIXON WERE
ANGELA DAVIS ® A FEMINIST?
THE LIBERATED ORGASM =i NEW FICTION BY DORIS LESSING
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