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In life as in writing, I often find it’s necessary to stop and reassess things. The book I’m finishing today is never the one I started months ago. The financial plans I laid out at the beginning of the year often look very different in December. Projects may require an unexpected set of tools, a change of materials, possibly even a partial re-design. That’s the nature of life, and so should it be when assessing our own faith and beliefs. 

This book is such an exercise. It came about after a series of conversations I had with my oldest son in 2020, and in the succeeding years. The pandemic era was a time of reassessment, not just for me, but for the entire world. It was a time to rethink so many things we’ve taken for granted. 

My son, who was in his early twenties, began to wonder if we really were facing some sort of apocalypse. There was no telling what the true origin of this new virus was or what dangers it presented. Early interventions quickly evolved from radical to outright ridiculous. Governments embraced this newfound power, enacting arbitrary rules that seemed more intent on subjugation than protecting public health: mask up when entering a restaurant, but take it off to sit... No inside dining, but you can enjoy the big tent in the parking lot...Everybody in the store has to walk the aisles in the same direction... Put plastic protectors on all keypads and touch screens—so that everybody has to touch the same plastic protectors...

Yes, some of it was nonsense, but certain aspects of the situation were truly terrifying. News outlets were showing morgues full of bodies they couldn’t store and displaying minute-by-minute tickers of new deaths. They were instructing people on how they should disinfect their groceries. The hysteria was real, regardless of how warranted in retrospect, and the possibility that we had entered into some sort of civilization-ending event seemed realistically possible. 

During this time, my son and I had numerous conversations about what the apocalypse might look like, and how certain things we had always assumed about it might be right or wrong. My son is a reader, and he’s a huge fan of a contemporary fiction genre called “system apocalypse.” This is a sort of post-apocalyptic science fiction in which the environment—the world, and the humans in it—are suddenly and inexplicably “upgraded.” This usually comes in the form of humans developing supernatural knacks or powers. They face dangerous monsters, powerful enemies, and seemingly insurmountable challenges. There is often an adventure or quest involved. 

The concept may sound a bit strange at first, but upon some reflection, it occurred to me that this really isn’t all that different from the same old-fashioned apocalypse we’ve all talked about for centuries. Revelation is full of strange beasts, monsters, and supernatural beings. What about cataclysmic events? Obviously! And humans? Do they change, too? Scriptures say yes. We’re told of prophesying and miracles, of false prophets and strange creatures. There will be signs and wonders—both miraculous, and terrible. 

So, this genre of fiction is really just a new twist on a very old idea. But it opened up a pathway for many great conversations between my son and I. His questions about the prophecies of Revelation gave me the impetus to look at things in a different way; to understand aspects I had overlooked or not fully grasped myself. That’s the story of how this book came to be. It’s the abbreviated version, anyway. 

It is my aim in this book to convince you that the prophecies of Revelation are true. Not just that, but to show how they directly apply to us, and to the time in which we live. I don’t mean they’re relevant in some vague daily horoscope sort of way—it is my argument that the prophecy of the four horsemen specifically applies to modern-day Christians in a way that will shock you and change the way you think about the bible altogether. I only ask that you are willing to suspend your previous notions long enough to entertain this new perspective.

I must confess, I was hesitant to publish this book. In doing so I know I make myself a target. If this book counters familiar interpretations, some may take offense. Others may cast doubt on me, label me a religious nut, or otherwise attack me. Some might label me “apostate,” because this interpretation conflicts with other doctrines. Some readers, learning about my belief in Christianity, might swear off the rest of my fiction, effectively damaging my career. 

In the end, it would have been easy to keep this knowledge to myself. After all, is it my responsibility to show others what I have learned? Isn’t it up to each individual to study scripture and seek to understand God’s word? What obligation do I have to risk my personal reputation, well-being, and even my income? 

Except, I do have a responsibility. If this book can convince even one person that prophecy is real, or reinvigorate one person’s faith (or help them find it in the first place), then it is my duty to share. I have an obligation to try, even if no one listens... or, even if they attack me for it. It is my firm belief that this interpretation proves the divine origin of Revelation prophecy. It proves that 2,000 years ago, John saw exactly what would be happening in the world today. I think after reading this book, you may find yourself in agreement. 

A final note about this book: The Bible warns of perilous times in the last days—times when men would call good evil, and evil good. There is no doubt that we have entered into an age of lawlessness and deception.

Our society has become so numb to wickedness that we now reduce good and evil to mere lifestyle choices or political arguments. Many Christians treat the bible as semi-historical mythology. They believe Adam and Eve were fictional, that Noah’s flood never happened, and that humans evolved from monkeys. They dismiss Satan as outdated theology—or a misunderstood metaphor. 

One has to wonder what—if anything—separates these Christians from their atheistic peers? While there is little hope of reaching those who have already hardened their hearts to the truth, I believe some of you will find in these pages a confirmation of beliefs you’ve quietly held for a long time. For others, this may come as a slap in the face—a wake-up call about the true nature of reality, and the eternal consequences of the decisions we make.

Those who are not ready will not hear. I can only pray that God finds a way into their hearts before it is too late—because the choices we make now will reverberate through eternity.
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The vision begins with a doorway opening in heaven. An angel ushers John inside, and the prophet finds himself in God’s throne room. The scene is at once strange and overwhelming. The Most High sits on the throne. His voice is like thunder and lightning, his appearance defies description. A hundred million angels are in attendance, along with twenty-four elders dressed in white robes, wearing golden crowns. There are four strange creatures here as well: the first is like a lion, the second like a calf, the third similar in appearance to a man, and the fourth is like an eagle. 

A book rests on the throne next to God. A powerful angel demands to know who is worthy to open the book—who can break its seals? The importance of this book isn’t stated, but John feels the weight of it and he begins to weep because he knows there is no such man in heaven or on the earth. But one of the elders comforts John, telling the prophet that there is one man who can do this thing. He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David... 

A Lamb suddenly appears in the throne room. He has been slain to redeem humanity, and is found worthy to open the book. The angels, elders, and the four creatures rejoice. The Lamb—Jesus Christ—takes the book. He begins to open the seals. One by one, he releases the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse: Conquest, War, Famine and Death. 

Thus, the stage is set for one of the most powerful and important prophecies in the entire bible.  The names and appearances of the horsemen are ominous, but the mystery they represent is even more surprising. For two thousand years the meaning of that mystery has remained shrouded. Today, it is finally revealed... 
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The prophecies of Revelation are full of confounding imagery and symbolism. Critics use this as a reason to dismiss them, but this is by design. A prophecy with an obvious interpretation might be self-fulfilling, and therefore prove nothing. Critics would use this accusation to question its authenticity. The true meaning must be obscured until the time of revelation. That’s the only way to verify a prophecy’s supernatural origin. God understood this when he presented these visions to the prophet John. 

The book of Revelation and the topic of the four horsemen hold particular interest for me. I’ve studied the subject for decades. I have read countless books and articles on the topic, and listened to many sermons. I’ve pried the minds of older, more experienced Christians in search of deeper insights into the meanings of those archaic passages. 

While most interpretations made valid points, they always left me wanting. It seemed they never quite explained everything. In retrospect, I believe scholars and theologians were drawing too many conclusions based purely on symbolism. Of course, they had little choice. Readers of past centuries could not possibly have interpreted these visions with any accuracy because they lacked proper context. This is no longer the case. Things we could only guess at for two millennia are now being revealed.

Christian theology has largely been in agreement about the symbolism of the four horsemen. They represent tribulations, or curses that will take place at the time of the apocalypse. Some theories differ about when exactly this takes place, in what order, and how each individual horse and rider should be interpreted. With the exception of those who believe the four horsemen have already been fulfilled, most differences are minor. ​[1] The bulk of these interpretations can be summed up like this: “A bunch of bad stuff happens. Then, the fourth horsemen comes along and the same bad stuff happens again. This time, it’s really bad.” 

While it’s not unreasonable to view the prophecy this way, it’s a rather broad interpretation—something critics and unbelievers might liken to the vague predictions of a daily horoscope. I don’t believe God intended these prophecies in that way. In fact, I don’t believe the signs are vague at all: They are quite specific, and designed so that when we see them fulfilled there will be no doubt as to their authenticity. 

It’s almost a cliché to say the four horsemen are on the loose. We experience war, pestilence, and death in every generation. Therefore, every generation claims to see the signs of the horsemen and the looming apocalypse all around them. That’s understandable, but that’s not how this prophecy was meant to work. 

I believe that the vision of the four horsemen was recorded specifically for—and about—us. The four horsemen tell a particular story in regards to the west, and this tale isn’t just a vague prophecy of things to come: It’s a
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