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  OLD MCDEEKULA HAD A CABIN . . .


  An interview excerpt from a feature on the author’s own Vermont cabin in Tiny House Design Magazine, October 2009 (www.tinyhousedesign.com)


  This particular cabin was mainly built by myself, my brother, Dustin, and my wife, Liz. I bought the land up in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont back in 2000, when I was twenty-three, and built it on weekends here and there. When I could make the four-hour drive we pecked away at the cabin mostly by hand. We used no power tools until we had to cut or rip plywood sheets, which is tiresome and difficult to do with handsaws. A decent portion of the plywood on the structure was donated by a neighbor who worked for a fire salvage/demo company in Vermont. A good many other parts and materials of the cabin were found curbside, such as the exterior door and all but one window.


  Most of the other materials were purchased from mom ’n’ pop mills up in that neck of the woods where bargaining down a price and haggling are welcome. You gotta love that! I bought the seven true-2-by-8 cedar roof rafters (each initially 15 feet in length), for a mere $40 at one mill. The entire staircase and deck leading to the cabin’s entry were built out of bargain-pile/grade 3 cedar amounting to a little over $50. And the cabin overall probably cost in the ballpark of $4,000 to build. Perhaps less.


  The cabin’s main room is 10 by 10 feet and has a one-pitch roof and a loft above that is accessed by a ship-galley-style ladder (also built from local cedar). There’s also a storage and sleeping area beneath the cabin’s raised pole structure that we’ve dubbed “the coffin” for good reason. This tiny room is only 5 by 10 feet in size, with 5 feet of “standing” room, and has one small door and a tiny window. All in all, the existing cabin has approximately 250 square feet of usable space.


  We’re adding on a new 12-by-16 room, with a 10-foot cathedral ceiling. All the walls for that structure (as I now have two kids and less time to make it up there) were prefabricated in my Massachusetts backyard and simply “Lego’d” together on site.


  This method works surprisingly well. All of the prefabricated siding is tongue-and-groove cedar too, and cost me no more than $100 all together. By building pieces of the structure ahead of time it took only two weekends to get both the walls and the roof assembled. When completed, for use by seven people, the cabin will stand at 450 square feet, give or take.


  It’s additionally entirely furnished in curbside furniture or castaways from family. The locals have dubbed it the “backwoods skyscraper,” as being built on a hill it’s 27 feet tall from the lowest point of the hill to the highest peak of the cabin. The metal sheeting wrapped around the base of the cabin, later earning the cabin the nickname “The Diner” by my brother, is the only peaceable way we’ve been able to keep the porcupines at bay (see: “A ‘Terror’ to all Tiny Cabins” in Chapter Two).


  There’s an outhouse down the hill, but as for amenities, we have no running water, no electricity, and we try not to allow radios or any “newfangled” gadgets up there when we’re camping, as it ruins the solitude. We do plan on driving our own well at some point and with a stream and swamp/pond on the property we feel we have a decent enough chance at hitting water within 20 to 30 feet of the surface.


  All in all, it’s a ten-acre spread with the nearest neighbor (“Uncle Bob [Bennett],” we’ve dubbed him, a true seventy-year-old jack of all trades) approximately a quarter of a mile away.
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  Me, in all my unshaven, stinky “glory” in front of the Vermont cabin Dustin and I built, pre-porcupine assault (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  A “TERROR” TO ALL TINY CABINS (AKA “STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT”)


  Heed the warning, ye who plan on building anywhere close to nowhere—dem cute and cuddly porcupines are vicious on the wallet!


  During season three at my Vermont cabin, I found myself spending large amounts of time fixing the damage and vandalism that had occurred during my absence. I discovered that my new problem was, in fact, porcupines, after I caught one of the marauders red-handed in the beam of my flashlight late one night. Man, oh, man do these little buggers make one hell of a racket when they’re chewin’ your newly purchased lumber! I’m talking holes straight through your twenty-dollar sheets of plywood!


  Apparently, porcupines, much like deer, love salt. So if you leave one of your axes outdoors over a long period of time, there’s a solid chance that you’ll return to find it missing its handle. Why? Well, human oils are loaded with salinity, making your tools, or anything you touch, prime eats for these quilled ne’er-do-wells. There have been many reported cases of porcupines eating cabins clear through to the ground over long stretches of time. Now that’s scary, and good luck explaining it to the insurance company!


  I do realize that the porcupines were there first, and I’m basically an intruder on their land, so I did research preventative methods of keeping them away from my little cabin. I tried everything I had found online. I painted used motor oil on the damaged corners of my cabin (horrible for the environment and groundwater), placed mothballs around the area, and even applied hot sauce to the gnawed-on wood. None of these avenues came even close to working, especially not the hot sauce, as one of its main ingredients is salt. I could almost hear the porcupines laughing at my feeble efforts. I hope that I at least gave those little guys some nasty indigestion.
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  I finally discovered an incredibly effective solution: Porcupines really don’t like lead—especially the kind that’s fired toward them at high speeds. I hated doing it, and have a four-count as of this date, but nothing else has worked, with the recent exception of covering the lower extremities of my cabin in sheet metal. It looks completely awful, and has earned the cabin the nickname “The Diner.” We’ve also been forced to encapsulate our outhouse in sheet metal, as the porcupines were especially destructive to it. Its new nickname? “The Bomb Shelter.”
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  The small-cabin, small-living mindset is often linked with an appreciation of nature and a certain impulse to recycle, the latter of which is frequently rooted in thrift. It is for that reason that I’ve decided to include this avalanche of recycling ideas, and I believe that it ties into the overall feel of this book. Aside from that, most of these things provide a means of spending less money. Heck, the less you spend (and I’m not pushing you to become cheap, just “smart”—there’s a


  

  

  [image: image]


  [image: image]


  

  

  [image: image]


  

  

  

  

  [image: image]


  

  

  

  

  [image: image]


  

  

  

  [image: image]


  [image: image]


  [image: image]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  


  [image: image]


  


  [image: image]


  

  

  

  

  THE BEER


  

  [image: image]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  


  [image: Mimi Zeiger, author of Tiny Houses and Micro-Green, writer for Dwell and ReadyMade magazines “I love reading novels, but I don’t have a lot of space for bookshelves. I take full advantage of the local public library. A friend once advised me to buy vintage furniture because it retains its resale value. I don’t have any plans to sell my four white Eames shell chairs, though, since they happen to be my favorite items in the place. They are a bit unwieldy at times, but they add a lot of mid-century design character to the place. My sixties credenza (a Craigslist find) has lots and lots of drawers to store hats, scarves, knitting supplies, and dishtowels.”]


  [image: Michael Tougias, author of There’s a Porcupine in My Outhouse and Overboard “Extend your living space outdoors. The secret to my enjoyment at my own cabin is its screened porch and an odd-shaped deck. The porch allows me to have that outdoor feel with greenery on three sides, yet be able to sit, write, or eat in comfort. And it’s the perfect place to relax when it rains. I do double the living on the deck and porch that I do in my little shack of a cabin. In fact I even sleep on the porch to be closer to nature.” Lloyd Kahn, editor of Shelter Publications and author of Shelter, HomeWork, and Builders of the Pacific Coast “If I had a piece of land and was just starting, I’d build a central core. Kitchen and bathroom back-toback, shared plumbing. Woodstove with water heating unit. Solar water heating device on roof. Kitchen opens into garden. Make it small with plans for eventual expansion. Enough so you can cook, eat, sleep, and stay warm.” Kent Griswold, Tinyhouseblog.com “You have to downsize. Aside from getting rid of things through yard sales, eBay, Craigslist, and Freecycle.org, utilize downscaling technology. If you have tons of photos around, scan them and save them digitally. This also holds true with CDs, as you can easily convert them to MP3s and save them on your laptop. Books use a huge amount of space too, so give them away, use your local library, or go digital.”]


  [image: Cathy Johnson, artist, author of A Naturalist’s Cabin “Folding furniture is a great solution to limited floor space, allowing for a great deal of versatility—we have two camp chairs and a vintage folding chair that fits at my desk in my own art shed. The desk has a moveable drafting surface, so it serves double duty. A small oak TV table is just the right height for a laptop, when I need it (the desk is a bit too high). A tabletop can hinge to the wall and fold away when it’s not needed. Even my easel is a small folding one— when it’s not in use it fits snugly between the desk and the wall. Of course I also planned for outdoor storage—my shed has its own mini-shed attached at one side for construction equipment, barbecue grill, charcoal, tools—you name it. You can store things under the building, too. That’s where extra wood is.” Alex Pino, Tinyhousetalk.com “If I were to give a few tips for living in a small space it would have to be eliminating things you never use, installing shelves, and really liking whoever you live with. Multifunctional furniture like futons, pull out beds, and anything that doubles as storage is a “must” too. Also, if you’re having trouble getting rid of stuff you don’t even use just because you’re emotionally attached, try taking a picture of it and then giving it away. You’ll probably never look at the picture but at least you’ll have the comfort of knowing you can.” Gregory Paul Johnson, president of the National Small House Society, director of Resourcesforlife.com “In terms of the initial downsizing needed, consider taking all your possessions and putting them into a climate-controlled storage facility. Figure out what you need on a daily/weekly basis, and try living with just those few essential things. If you’re ready to take the plunge, move into an efficiency apartment and then begin thinking about what kind of home would meet your needs if you’re finding that you can be content in such a small space. Small, planned steps might be the key to a more effective transition.” Deek’s Tips The vacant spaces over household doorways are always ripe and ready for some shelving if you’re looking for extra stow space. Also, raise that bed a bit, and you’d be amazed at how many additional things you can store beneath it. Shelving for small items, canned goods, and extraneous doodads (a word I’ve never used in my life until now) can also be installed under the treads of basement or firstfloor stairways, saving space that otherwise would have been gobbled up by these same items in the kitchen, or elsewhere. Lastly, purchase stackable or foldable guest seats—it’s pointless to have many more permanent seats than you’ll need, all in anticipation for the potential, and often infrequent, house visitor.]


  [image: Amanda Kovattana, professional organizer, AmandaKovattana.blogspot.com “Have nothing that you do not use in your day to day life. Rent specialty items, tools, and sports gear when you need them. Decorate with natural materials and found objects, then return them to nature when you get tired of them. And lastly, pick up mail at a PO box, and write checks the same day at the post office or pay online and you may never have to bring mail home at all. If you must file something, consider a tiny scanner and keep everything on a laptop.” Duo Dickinson, architect, author of The House You Build “There is one simple rule about designing a small house: It shouldn’t feel or function as too small. This means that when you are living in it, looking at it, or simply walking around in it, you shouldn’t feel like you gained twenty pounds. The opposite should be true; you should feel like a burden has been lifted off of you. There should be enough light, air, and space around you that you’re thrilled to be within the house’s four walls.How do you do this? 1. Think about every space and size it to fit the way you actually factually live—shrink the home to fit you. 2. Create connections within the interior that allow you to feel the space as a whole, not as a series of little boxes. 3. Make the house permeable. Connect outside to inside to allow for fair weather overflow and 24/7 visual expansion to include the great outdoors.”]


  [image: Jay Shafer, the Tiny Tumbleweed House Company “For storage, use vertical space wherever possible, and whenever possible. Try to place cabinetry under tables and counter surfaces, while also trying to eliminate staircases altogether— unless you utilize the space beneath them. When designing your living space, it’s also key that you minimize transitional spaces and areas such as hallways—they’re wasted space. In terms of a home’s kitchen, U-shaped counters, where everything is accessible in a single turn, seem to be the best route to take.” Tammy Strobel, Rowdykittens.com and author of Simply Car Free and Smalltopia “Living lightly and creatively in a small space can be difficult, especially if you are surrounded by clutter. And when you’re just getting started, the idea of decluttering is overwhelming, but necessary. So here’s my suggestion: Start small. Take ten minutes out of your day and remove the clutter from one area of your house. Before you know it your junk drawer will be clean, then your closet, and eventually your whole house! Then daily, to maintain, pick up ten things and find places for them.”]


  [image: Alex Johnson, author of Shedw orking and Shedworking .co.uk “You have to be creative. In a normal office or home there’s room for all your stuff to just spread out thoughtlessly, but in a restricted area spots like the backs of doors and under desks can provide vitally useful storage space. And be sure to make yourself comfortable. Don’t overlook that aspect of your own well-being. You don’t need to lay out millions of dollars, but time and money spent in sourcing or building comfortable chairs, genuinely useful desks, and attractive bookcases will make your space welcoming and conducive to working.” Dee Williams, tiny house dweller and founder of Portland Alternative Dwellings “My advice would be to go small and go simple. Design a house that fits you 340 days out of the year, and plan to improvise the remaining 25 days. I’ve found this is the case with heating, cooking, showering, hanging out, living . . . it works perfectly and is a dream come true about 90 percent of the time; the remaining 10 percent I am inconvenienced and humbled—just like most of the earth’s inhabitants.” Colin Beaven, “No Impact Man” author, blogger, and documentary filmmaker “If you’re limited on space, there is nothing better than avoiding ownership. Rent and borrow the things you need. Share with friends and family. Use the library for books. Have one toolbox for ten families. One vacuum cleaner. Also, buy services instead of machines. Pay someone else to do your laundry. Then you need no machine. Not only does this all save space but it creates community at the same time.” P.S. I had hoped to include Dan Price, whose books I love, in this advice section, but after several attempts his publishing company never got back to me. So Dan, if you’re out there, make sure you give your promo department a kick in the pants. Maybe next time.]
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  Non-instructive books and/or books that get me in the building/outdoorsy/ adventurous mood (some of the above loosely fall into this category as well)
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  ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR


  Derek Alexander Diedricksen, age thirty-four, was born and raised in the seaside town of Madison, Connecticut After graduating from Boston’s Northeastern University (Class of ’99, Summa Cum Laude), he worked in commercial radio as the evening DJ on the CBS station 104 1 WBCN While simultaneously at WBCN and Northeastern, Derek’s comic strip “The Warped Zone” ran for just under three years in the weekly NU News, and his subsequent strip “Slugs, Not Hugs” was featured in the well-distributed Boston papers The Weekly Dig and Soundcheck Magazine (RIP) In radio, he has also worked for WJIB, NU’s WRBB, the legendary, corporate-free WNTN in Newton, Massachusetts, and the pioneering BostonRadio.com


  His work (both art and carpentry/tiny house building) has also been featured in the New York Times, the Boston Globe, the Seattle Times, the Bund Pictoral (China), NPR Radio, ReadyMade, Make magazine, Treehugger com, CBS news, Chronicle HD TV (ABC), and on the concert flyers of many bands
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  (photo by Liz Diedricksen)


  Having toured the US a few times in the past, both in bands (Rochester, New York’s Rail) and as a manager (Boston’s Superkollider), he now plays drums in the tribute act Age Against the Machine (www.bostonrage.com), which doubles as the original act Any Given Enemy They’ve recorded and been involved with the WWE, ECW, the Cartoon Network’s G.I. Joe, video games, indie movies, and have also contributed music for the Boston Bruins NHL flagship-station broadcasts.


  In January of 2009, their recording of WWE wrestler Jack Swagger’s arena and television entrance theme “Get On Your Knees” was selecte by Columbia Records to be part of the CD WWE: The Voices. Volume 9. The CD debuted at number eleven on the worldwide Billboard Top 200 charts. It also debuted as the number one selling CD soundtrack on the globe, and stayed in the charts for close to a month.


  More recently in 2010, Derek, alongside songwriting partner Bill Bracken, wrote the lyrics and music to the arena theme “Comin’ To Get You,” which features the vocals of Gary Cherone, singer for Extreme and one-time Van Halen frontman.


  Derek is now building new mini-structures for episodes of his TV/YouTube show Tiny Yellow House and working on new drawings for another microarchitecture design book.


  He very seldom sleeps.


  Derek is also an Eagle Scout (Madison, Connecticut’s Troop 491) and credits the Scouts with “helping along” his love of the outdoors, camping, conservation, and carpentry. He comes from a large family of Scouts, as his cousins Neil and Kurt Malek also attained the Eagle rank, and his Brother Dustin achieved the rank of Life.


  Derek currently lives about ten miles outside of downtown Boston in the small Massachusetts town of Stoughton with his wife, Elizabeth, and two children (plus one huge dog). He longs to move full-time to the woods of Vermont or Montana, where he would focus on growing his beard and losing his teeth.


  For more information about Deek’s basement DIY books, appearances, interviews, arm-wrestling challenges, custom work, or just to contact the author/illustrator:


  Check out the site www.Relaxshacks.com.


  Ideas and photos for future revised editions of this book (or other books) are also welcomed, as are cash, wampum, automobiles, and gifts of the inebriating sort.


  Holy crap, that was long!
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  Take that Woody Harrelson! White, micro-cabin-addicted men can jump! (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  Me in the GottaGiddaWay—a $100 disaster relief shelter I designed (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  The Hickshaw from “Tiny Yellow House” Episode #1 (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  The GottaGiddaWay en route to a Cape Cod Eco Fest (photo by author)
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  My Backyard Scrap Wood Laboratory/Workshop Site (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  My brother Dustin and me in our Vermont cabin’s loft (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  The interior of our Vermont cabin (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  The Eco-hab Domehouse (courtesy of Gemma Roe and Aidan Quinn)
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  The E-den in the U.K. (created by John Tucker, Glastonbury, U.K., www.timbertradesmen.co.uk)
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  David and Jeanie Stiles’s vacation hideaway (cabin photo from Cabins: A Guide to Building Your Own Nature Retreat by David and Jeanie Stiles)
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  The U. B. 30 Treehouse that I built for my brother Dustin’s thirtieth birthday as a sleep space in the Vermont woods (photo by author)
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  The “Man Town” mobile storefront on the Massachusetts/New Hampshire border (photo by author)
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  The “Man Town” autoparts store in “closed” mode (photo by author)
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  A micro-house on wheels: George Crawford's Vardo (photo by George Crawford)
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  A Hornby Island Caravan (photo by Michelle Wilson)
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  Bill Young’s Gypsy Coach (photo by Bill Young, Lafayette, CO, GypsyCoach.com)
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  Nicolette Stewart’s caravan in Germany (photo by Nicolette Stewart)
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  A 64-square-foot guest house that I designed and built (photo by Dustin Diedricksen)
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  The sleeping quarters (above) and the kitchen (below) of the Whittled Down Caravan built by Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish (courtesy of Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish, whittledown.com)
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  Sandy Foster’s shabby chic getaway in the Catskills (photo by Sandy Foster)
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  April Blankenship’s cabin in Idaho (photo by April Blankenship)
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  The home of Graham Strouts in Ireland (photo by Graham Strouts)
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  Andrea Funk’s cabin in the woods (photo by Andrea Funk)
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  Martha’s Vineyard cottage
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  A Woods Hole, Massachusetts, nautical shed/cabin
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  Houseboat in Woods Hole, Massachusetts (all photos by author)
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  The house of fallen timbers created by David Lottes (photo by David A. Lottes)
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  Amid a birch grove: Tom O’Rourke’s cedar-clad cabin (photo by Kevin Charles Redmon)
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  Jon Giswold’s retreat in northwestern Wisconsin (photo by Jon Giswold)
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  The Sennett bunkhouse in China, Maine (photo by author)
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  Artist/author Cathy Johnson’s naturalist’s cabin in Missouri (photo by Cathy Johnson)
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  Lawn Cameron’s “Crooked River House” (photo by Lawn Cameron)
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  A tiny house in Lincoln, New Hampshire (photo by author)
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  Dustin and Dawn Diedricksen’s Scituate, Massachusetts, home (photo by Bruce Bettis)
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  Harrison and Ellie Reynolds’s Fern Forest Treehouse, a Vermont B&B (photo by author)
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  A girl hams it up in the GottaGiddaWay. Yes, the window is a recycled front-loading washing machine door. (photo by author)
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  Stinky feet not included. Inside the Hickshaw (photo by author)
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  A tiny purple cabin at Tilted Acres in Cape Cod (photo by author)


  [image: image]


  Inside the “Wolfe’s Den,” a recent guest house in the trees that I built for a client in the Catskills, New York. This was featured on my online TV show “Tiny Yellow House.” (photo by author)
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“You have to be
creative. In a nor-
mal office or home
there’s room for

all your stuff to

just spread out
thoughtlessly, but in a restricted area spots like
the backs of doors and under desks can provide
vitally useful storage space. And be sure to make
yourself comfortable. Don’t overlook that aspect
of your own well-being. You don’t need to lay
out millions of dollars, but time and money spent
in sourcing or building comfortable chairs, genu-
inely useful desks, and attractive bookcases will
make your space welcoming and conducive to
working.”

Colin Beaven,
“No Impact
Man” author,
blogger, and
documentary
filmmaker

“If you're limited
on space, there
is nothing bet-
ter than avoiding

ownership. Rent
and borrow the
things you need. Share with friends and family.
Use the library for books. Have one toolbox for
ten families. One vacuum cleaner. Also, buy ser-
vices instead of machines. Pay someone else to
do your laundry. Then you need no machine. Not
only does this all save space but it creates com-
munity at the same time.”

Dee Williams, tiny
house dweller and
founder of Portland
Alternative Dwellings

“My advice would be to
go small and go simple.
Design a house that fits
you 340 days out of the
year, and plan to impro-
vise the remaining 25
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in the pants. Maybe next time.
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inconvenienced and humbled—just like
most of the earth’s inhabitants.”
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Mimi Zeiger, author of TINY HOUSES
and MICRO-GREEN, writer for DWELL
and READYMADE magazines

“| love reading novels, but (24
| don’t have a lot of space
for bookshelves. | take

full advantage of the local
public library. A friend
once advised me to buy
vintage furniture because
it retains its resale value.

| don’t have any plans to
sell my four white Eames
shell chairs, though, since
they happen to be my
favorite items in the place.
They are a bit unwieldy at
times, but they add a lot
of mid-century design character to the ”
place. My sixties credenza (a Craigslist
find) has lots and lots of drawers to
store hats, scarves, knitting supplies,
and dishtowels.”
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Cathy Johnson, artist, author
of A NATURALIST’S CABIN

“Folding furni-
ture is a great
solution to lim-
ited floor space,
allowing for a
great deal of
versatility—we
have two camp
chairs and a
vintage folding
chair that fits at
my desk in my
own art shed. The desk has a moveable drafting
surface, so it serves double duty. A small oak TV
table is just the right height for a laptop, when

| need it (the desk is a bit too high). A tabletop
can hinge to the wall and fold away when it’s not
needed. Even my easel is a small folding one—
when it’s not in use it fits snugly between the
desk and the wall. Of course | also planned for
outdoor storage—my shed has its own mini-shed
attached at one side for construction equipment,
barbecue grill, charcoal, tools—you name it. You
can store things under the building, too. That’s
where extra wood is.”

Alex Pino, Tinyhousetalk.com

“If | were to give a few tips for living in a small
space it would have to be eliminating things you
never use, installing shelves, and really liking
whoever you live with. Multifunctional furniture
like futons, pull out
beds, and anything
that doubles as
storage is a “must”
too. Also, if you're
having trouble get-
ting rid of stuff
you don’t even

use just because
you’re emotionally
attached, try tak-
ing a picture of it and then giving it away. You'll
probably never look at the picture but at least
you’'ll have the comfort of knowing you can.”

Gregory Paul Johnson, president
of the National Small House Society,
director of Resourcesforlife.com

“In terms of the initial downsizing needed, con-
sider taking all your possessions and putting
them into a climate-controlled storage facility.
Figure out what
you need on a
daily/weekly
basis, and try
living with just
those few essen-
tial things. If
you're ready to
take the plunge,
move into an
efficiency apart-
ment and then
begin think-

ing about what kind of home would meet your
needs if you're finding that you can be content
in such a small space. Small, planned steps might
be the key to a more effective transition.”

Deek’s Tips

The vacant spaces over household doorways are
always ripe and ready for some shelving if you're
looking for extra stow space. Also, raise that bed
a bit, and you'd be amazed at how many addi-
tional things you can store beneath it. Shelving
for small items,
canned goods,
and extraneous
doodads (a word
I've never used I’
in my life until L)
now) can also be

installed under
the treads of
basement or first-
floor stairways,
saving space that
otherwise would have been gobbled up by these
same items in the kitchen, or elsewhere. Lastly,
purchase stackable or foldable guest seats—it’s
pointless to have many more permanent seats
than you’ll need, all in anticipation for the poten-
tial, and often infrequent, house visitor.
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“For ingenuity, thrift, and charm, Mr. Diedricksen’s tiny structures are hard to beat.”—New York Times
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Jay Shafer, the
Tiny Tumbleweed
House Company

“For storage, use vertical
space wherever possible,
and whenever possible. Try
to place cabinetry under

tables and counter surfaces,

while also trying to elimi-
nate staircases altogether—
unless you utilize the space
beneath them. When
designing your living space,

it’s also key that you minimize transitional spaces

and areas such as hallways—they’re wasted
space. In terms of a home’s kitchen, U-shaped
counters, where everything is accessible in a sin-
gle turn, seem to be the best route to take.”

Tammy Strobel, Rowdykittens.com and
author of Simply Car Free and Smalltopia

“Living lightly and creatively in a small space
can be difficult, especially if you are surrounded
by clutter. And when you're just getting started,
the idea of decluttering is overwhelming, but

necessary.

So here’s
my sugges-
tion: Start
small. Take
ten minutes
out of your
day and
remove the
clutter from
one area of
your house.

Before you

know it your junk drawer will be clean, then your
closet, and eventually your whole house! Then
daily, to maintain, pick up ten things and find

places for them.”
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Michael Tougias, author of
THERE’S A PORCUPINE IN MY
OUTHOUSE and OVERBOARD

“Extend your living space outdoors. The secret
to my enjoyment at my own cabin is its screened
porch and an odd-shaped deck. The porch allows
me to have that
outdoor feel with
greenery on three
sides, yet be able
to sit, write, or eat
in comfort. And it’s
the perfect place to
relax when it rains.

I do double the liv-
ing on the deck and
porch that | do in
my little shack of a
cabin. In fact | even
sleep on the porch
to be closer to
nature.”

Lloyd Kahn, editor of Shelter Publications
and author of SHELTER, HOMEWORK,
and BUILDERS OF THE PACIFIC COAST

“If I had a
piece of land
and was

just starting,
I'd build a
central core.
Kitchen and
bathroom
back-to-
back, shared
plumbing.
Woodstove with water heating unit. Solar water
heating device on roof. Kitchen opens into gar-
den. Make it small with plans for eventual expan-
sion. Enough so you can cook, eat, sleep, and
stay warm.”

Kent Griswold, Tinyhouseblog.com

“You have to downsize. Aside from getting rid of
things through yard sales, eBay, Craigslist, and
Freecycle.org, utilize downscaling technology.

If you have tons of photos around, scan them
and save them digitally. This also holds true with
CDs, as you can easily convert them to MP3s and
save them on your
laptop. Books use

a huge amount of
space too, so give
them away, use your
local library, or go
digital.”
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Amanda Kovattana, professional organizer,
AmandaKovattana.blogspot.com

“Have nothing that you do not use in your day to day
life. Rent specialty items, tools, and sports gear when
you need them.
Decorate with natural
materials and found
objects, then return
them to nature when
you get tired of them.
And lastly, pick up
mail at a PO box, and
write checks the same
day at the post office
or pay online and you
may never have to
bring mail home at all.
If you must file something, consider a tiny scanner and
keep everything on a laptop.”

Duo Dickinson, architect, author
of The House You Build

“There is one simple rule about designing a small
house: It shouldn’t feel or function as too small. This
means that when you are living in it, looking at it, or
simply walking around in it, you shouldn’t feel like you
gained twenty pounds. The opposite should be true;
you should feel like

a burden has been
lifted off of you. There
should be enough
light, air, and space
around you that
you're thrilled to be
within the house’s
four walls. How do
you do this?

1. Think about every
space and size it
to fit the way you actually factually live—shrink the
home to fit you.

2. Create connections within the interior that allow
you to feel the space as a whole, not as a series of
little boxes.

3. Make the house permeable. Connect outside to
inside to allow for fair weather overflow and 24/7
visual expansion to include the great outdoors.”
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