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    To the faithful fans of the Bay Area —who believed through every high, low, and rebuild.From the "We Believe" banners to the Splash Brothers' reign,this is for those who never stopped cheering when it mattered most.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Success is born out of faith, an undying passion, and a relentless drive."— Stephen Curry
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Chapter 1: From Philadelphia to San Francisco (1946–1962)

[image: ]


1. Birth of a Franchise
The Golden State Warriors began as the Philadelphia Warriors in 1946, one of the founding teams of the Basketball Association of America, the league that would later become the NBA. They were named after the Philadelphia Warriors of the 1920s, honoring the city’s original basketball heritage.
2. The First Champions
The Warriors won the very first BAA Championship in 1947, defeating the Chicago Stags. Led by scoring sensation Joe Fulks, they set the tone for what would become one of basketball’s most successful franchises.
3. Joe Fulks: The Pioneer Scorer
Joe Fulks, nicknamed “Jumping Joe,” revolutionized the game with his pioneering jump shot. In an era dominated by set shots, Fulks’ aggressive style made him a fan favorite and one of the league’s first true superstars.
4. Early Philadelphia Powerhouse
During the late 1940s and early 1950s, the Warriors consistently ranked among the top teams in the league. Their exciting offense and tough defense helped the NBA establish a loyal fan base in the basketball-rich city of Philadelphia.
5. The Arrival of Wilt Chamberlain
In 1959, the Warriors drafted local legend Wilt Chamberlain, a 7-foot-1 center who had dominated college basketball at Kansas. His arrival marked the beginning of a new era — and the birth of one of the most unstoppable forces in sports history.
6. Wilt’s Record-Shattering Rookie Year
Chamberlain’s first season was nothing short of historic. He averaged 37.6 points and 27 rebounds per game, earning both Rookie of the Year and MVP honors — a feat still unmatched in NBA history.
7. The 100-Point Game
On March 2, 1962, Wilt Chamberlain scored an incredible 100 points in a single game against the New York Knicks. The feat, accomplished in Hershey, Pennsylvania, remains one of the most unbreakable records in all of professional sports.
8. The Move Westward
By 1962, financial challenges and dwindling attendance led owner Franklin Mieuli to relocate the team to San Francisco. The move marked the end of the Philadelphia chapter and the start of a new West Coast identity.
9. The San Francisco Warriors
The team was renamed the San Francisco Warriors and began playing home games at the Cow Palace. Though still finding its footing, the move helped the NBA expand its national reach into California.
10. Building the Bridge to the Future
The Warriors’ early years were defined by change and ambition. From their championship roots in Philadelphia to their westward expansion, they set the stage for decades of reinvention, resilience, and record-breaking success.
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