
[image: cover]


TIGER WOODS


Recent Titles in Greenwood Biographies

Kanye West: A Biography

Bob Schaller

Peyton Manning: A Biography

Lew Freedman

Miley Cyrus: A Biography

Kimberly Dillon Summers

Ted Turner: A Biography

Michael O’Connor

W.E.B. Du Bois: A Biography

Gerald Horne

George Clooney: A Biography

Joni Hirsch Blackman

Will Smith: A Biography

Lisa M. Iannucci

Toni Morrison: A Biography

Stephanie S. Li

Halle Berry: A Biography

Melissa Ewey Johnson

Osama bin Laden: A Biography

Thomas R. Mockaitis

Tyra Banks: A Biography

Carole Jacobs

Jean-Michel Basquiat: A Biography

Eric Fretz

Howard Stern: A Biography

Rich Mintzer


[image: ]


To my wife Cathleen, who has lovingly supported my passion for playing, watching, and talking about the game of golf for lo these many years. To son Jonathan, whose copyediting and style suggestions are chiefly responsible for whatever clarity this work possesses. To son James, my caddie for the only A Flight Championship I ever won. And to son Paul, my last best hope for a Father-Son trophy.


CONTENTS

Series Foreword

Introduction

Concise History

Timeline: Events in the Life of Tiger Woods

Chapter 1Early Life

Chapter 2Parents

Chapter 3Early Competition

Chapter 4Pioneers

Chapter 5The Record

Chapter 6Impact

Epilogue

Bibliography

Index


SERIES FOREWORD

In response to high school and public library needs, Greenwood developed this distinguished series of full-length biographies specifically for student use. Prepared by field experts and professionals, these engaging biographies are tailored for high school students who need challenging yet accessible biographies. Ideal for secondary school assignments, the length, format and subject areas are designed to meet educators’ requirements and students’ interests.

Greenwood offers an extensive selection of biographies spanning all curriculum related subject areas including social studies, the sciences, literature and the arts, history and politics, as well as popular culture, covering public figures and famous personalities from all time periods and backgrounds, both historic and contemporary, who have made an impact on American and/or world culture. Greenwood biographies were chosen based on comprehensive feedback from librarians and educators. Consideration was given to both curriculum relevance and inherent interest. The result is an intriguing mix of the well known and the unexpected, the saints and sinners from long-ago history and contemporary pop culture. Readers will find a wide array of subject choices from fascinating crime figures like Al Capone to inspiring pioneers like Margaret Mead, from the greatest minds of our time like Stephen Hawking to the most amazing success stories of our day like J.K. Rowling.

While the emphasis is on fact, not glorification, the books are meant to be fun to read. Each volume provides in-depth information about the subject’s life from birth through childhood, the teen years, and adulthood. A thorough account relates family background and education, traces personal and professional influences, and explores struggles, accomplishments, and contributions. A timeline highlights the most significant life events against a historical perspective. Bibliographies supplement the reference value of each volume.


INTRODUCTION

The first edition of this book left off at the end of the 2005 season, Tiger Woods’s eighth full year as a professional golfer. At that time he had already amassed a most incredible record as a professional golfer, winning 63 professional tournaments, 10 of them major championships. For all but one golfer (Jack Nicklaus) that book would have sufficed as a chronicle of the most productive career in the history of the game. But Tiger Woods has always set his sights on the career record of 18 majors set by Nicklaus, and so his quest has continued. Since 2005 he has continued his dominance of professional golf, winning 30 times, including 4 more major championships bringing his total to 14. He has won an amazing 33 percent of the professional tournaments he has entered over his career, a feat that is unapproached in the game. In 2007 he compiled a streak of seven consecutive PGA Tour wins that challenged the standing record amassed by Byron Nelson in 1945.

And he accomplished all of this while encountering his share of upheaval in his personal life. In 2006 his father Earl passed away after a long battle with cancer. As this book will explore, Tiger’s relationship with his father was a foundation for his life. And Tiger proved to be human when he missed the cut in a major for the first time at the 2006 U.S. Open, his first tournament after his father’s death.1

Woods also became a father twice.2 And in addition to dealing with the challenges of fatherhood, Tiger also had to contend with speculation that his interest in golf would wane because of the distraction of his children. So far fatherhood has not significantly altered his dedication.

Just as this edition was going to press, the image of Tiger Woods suffered a substantial blow when it was disclosed that he had been involved in a series of extramarital affairs with several women. How this disclosure has and will affect the career of Tiger Woods will be dealt with in the Epilogue, due to the timing of the events.

This edition will look at how Tiger’s relationship with the PGA Tour has evolved as his reputation has grown. Television ratings swell by at least 50 percent when he is competing, and the number of spectators at tournaments increases when he plays.3 While most of his fellow professionals appreciate what he means to the PGA Tour, there has been some resentment aimed at Woods because of the amount of influence he yields over the organization. His corporate sponsors make it possible for him to host his own tournament as part of the regular schedule of the PGA Tour. And there has been some grumbling from some observers that tournament directors tend to look more favorably at donating to Tiger’s foundation in hopes of getting him to play in their event.

The Tiger Woods Foundation has prospered in the last four years. In February 2006, The Tiger Woods Learning Center was officially opened in Anaheim, California, where former President Bill Clinton was an honored guest. We will examine exactly what the objectives of the foundation are, and how Tiger has managed to capitalize on his celebrity to steadily increase the resources available to it.

On June 24, 2008, Tiger underwent surgery to repair the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in his left knee in Park City, Utah. Earlier in the month, in what was probably one of the most engaging sports stories of the century, Tiger won the 2008 U.S. Open playing on his bad knee, winning on the first sudden-death hole after an 18-hole playoff against veteran golfer Rocco Mediate. Mediate, himself plagued by back troubles throughout his career, battled Woods right down to the last putt. We will describe this epic David and Goliath battle and how it generated tremendous interest among golfers and nongolfers alike.

I have been a fanatic about golf for over 50 years. I remember vividly the black-and-white television images of the first coverage of golf, the 1956 Masters. Ken Venturi was a promising amateur and was leading the tournament after three rounds, only to shoot an 80 on Sunday to finish second to Jackie Burke. I didn’t know who Arnold Palmer was, and Jack Nicklaus was not yet a student at Ohio State.

I first heard of Tiger Woods in 1985 while doing research for a television documentary about the history of African Americans in golf. Whenever one of my colleagues at New York University asked me what I was working on, and I told them, the standard chiding response was “That will be a pretty short documentary.” Eventually I discovered evidence of African Americans playing the game of golf all the way back to colonial days. So while Tiger Woods is not the first person of color to master the game of golf, nobody, of any color, has garnered as much attention. An informal Internet search for Tiger Woods yields some 22 million hits—Arnold Palmer warrants 2 million. But still, a central question has to be posed and answered: Why write a biography of a person who is, as of this publication, 33 years old, and still very much alive?

Tiger Woods was a golf prodigy. By the age of three, he had already mastered the rudimentary skills of the game, was regularly covered by local and national media, and had appeared on the Mike Douglas Show, where he demonstrated his remarkable skills. But unlike many child prodigies, he delivered on his early promise, winning an unprecedented three consecutive United States Golf Association Junior championships, and eventually duplicating the feat at the USGA Amateur Championship, the most prestigious amateur title in golf. He won the NCAA Championship (individual) as a student athlete at Stanford University.

Woods made the transition to professional golf seamlessly. To date, he has won over 95 professional golf tournaments, including 14 major championships, which are universally accepted as the most coveted titles. His mixed African American/Thai/Chinese/Native American/Caucasian racial heritage further underscored his achievements in a historically segregated sport.

He grew up in a very normal middle-class suburban Northern California neighborhood, attended public schools, and, while competing in professional tournaments as a teenager, was a regular member of his high school golf team.

These reasons alone would justify this book. However, the phenomenon of Tiger Woods goes beyond his extremely high profile in the world of golf and sports.

After signing his first contract with the Nike Company he began to apply his superstar celebrity status and fortune to a variety of philanthropic activities that, because of his high profile, could eventually have significant impact on American and world culture. And he has accomplished all this as a racially mixed man in a predominately white society, in a predominantly white sport.

There is a tendency to be a little cynical about these vaguely messianic prophecies when talking about Tiger Woods. It’s hard not to be. The media wants to mythologize our sports heroes. Tiger Woods is no exception. There are times when the public, through the media, will expect him to be perfect. If he shows any temper or is caught swearing, the commentators will take him to task.

This book will endeavor to examine this short but extremely accomplished life. The role of parents is always an important element of any biography. But when an individual is so young, his parents will necessarily be major elements in the story. His father, Earl Woods, had the greatest influence on the evolution of Tiger Woods. This is also the story of how Earl grew up in the middle of the United States in the time before the Civil Rights movement and how that shaped his life; and of his mother, Kultida, who was born in Thailand and came to this country as the wife of a black man.

A significant part of this story has to do with the game of golf. The unique characteristics of this truly international game, the intense individual adherence to the rules, and its generally elite origins all played a role in the evolution of Tiger Woods.

As with any pioneer, there are always others who made sacrifices and endured hardship to make it possible for others to succeed. So this book will introduce some of these early African American golfers who were not allowed to join the Professional Golfers Association until 1961, and explore how their achievements paved the way for Tiger Woods.

Tiger Woods has had an impact on popular culture, and this edition will examine what the effects of the Tiger Woods “brand” is on society. Because of his exposure on television, the Internet, and a variety of other media (e.g., video games), he has altered somewhat our perception of celebrity.

This is not, strictly speaking, a sports biography. It is the story of a sports prodigy who accomplished unimagined records in the sport of golf in a very short time span. But at its heart it is a story about a middle-class family and its next generation struggling to assimilate into a majority culture, and along the way how it produced arguably the greatest golfer of all time.

NOTES

1. Most tournaments cut a number of players over a certain score.

2. Sam Alexis Woods, born 2007, and Charlie Axel Woods, born 2009.

3. Richard Sandomir, “Absence of Woods Could Cost Networks,” The New York Times, June 19, 2008.


CONCISE HISTORY

Eldrick “Tiger” Woods is a professional golfer who has achieved a record of accomplishment that has approached the most historically significant players of the game of golf. At a relatively young age for golfers, he is well within range of establishing records in terms of regular PGA Tour tournaments and the all important major championships. However, he has also had a significant impact on the marketing of sports celebrities and, combining prize money and corporate sponsorships, he is the most highly compensated athlete in the world. As a person of considerable wealth, he has established a growing philanthropic legacy in the form of an educational foundation and other efforts to help the underprivileged. Woods has the distinction of being of mixed racial heritage in a sport not traditionally hospitable to people of color.

Born on December 30, 1975, in Cypress, California, Tiger Woods is the son of Earl and Kultida Woods. Earl Woods grew up in Kansas and graduated from Kansas State University, where he was one of the first African Americans to play varsity baseball. After graduating from the university, Earl Woods was commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Army and enjoyed a successful career in the military. He served two tours of duty in Vietnam, the second as a member of the elite fighting unit, the Green Berets. After retiring from the military, Earl Woods settled in Northern California with his wife, Kultida, a Thai woman he met while on one of his tours in
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