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  Chapter one
Rādhā's First Sight


Once upon a time, in a beautiful land called Vṛndāvana, there lived a very special boy named Kṛṣṇa. He was a kind and playful boy, but he was also very powerful. In fact, he was the Supreme Personality of Godhead, which means he was more powerful than anyone else in the entire universe! 
One day, a little baby girl was found by a king named Vṛṣabhānu. The king and his wife, Kirtidā, were overjoyed to find the baby, and they named her Rādhā. They took her home to their palace and showered her with love and affection. But there was one problem: Rādhā wouldn't open her eyes!
The king and queen were worried. They called for all the best doctors in the land, but no one could figure out why Rādhā wouldn't open her eyes. Some people thought she might be blind. But Vṛṣabhānu and Kirtidā couldn't believe that their beautiful daughter would never be able to see the world.
One day, Vṛṣabhānu and Kirtidā decided to invite their friends Nanda Mahārāja and Yaśodā Devī over for a visit. Nanda and Yaśodā were Kṛṣṇa's parents, and they brought little Kṛṣṇa with them.
While the adults were talking in another room, Kṛṣṇa crawled over to where baby Rādhā was sleeping. He looked at her with his beautiful eyes and something magical happened: Rādhā opened her eyes for the very first time!
And the first thing she saw was Kṛṣṇa.
It turned out that Rādhā wasn't blind after all. She just didn't want to open her eyes until she saw Kṛṣṇa. She only had eyes for him.
This is a very special story because it teaches us about the power of pure love and devotion. Rādhā's love for Kṛṣṇa was so strong that she didn't want to see anything else in the world until she saw him. Just like Rādhā had eyes only for Kṛṣṇa, the goddess of fortune has eyes only for the Supreme Lord. That's why she is always by his side, bringing him good luck and happiness.
We celebrate Rādhā's birthday on a special day called Rādhāṣṭamī. It's a day to remember her pure love for Kṛṣṇa and to learn from her example. Just like Rādhā, we should try to have pure and devoted love for God. We should focus on him and try to see him in everything we do.
But sometimes it can be hard to focus on God. There are so many other things in the world that can distract us! It can feel like our minds are stuck in a dark room, and we can't find the light switch. We might bump into things and hurt ourselves because we can't see where we're going.
This is where mantras come in. A mantra is a special word or phrase that can help us focus our minds on God. It's like a light switch that can help us see clearly again.
One of the most powerful mantras is the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra. It's also called the mahā-mantra, which means "the great mantra." When we chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra, we are calling out to God and his energy, asking them to help us see the truth.
The Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra goes like this:
Hare Kṛṣṇa Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare
Hare Rāma Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare
In this mantra, "Kṛṣṇa" and "Rāma" are names for God. "Hari" is another name for Kṛṣṇa. And "Hare" refers to God's energy. God and his energy are always together, just like Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa.
When we chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra, we are remembering that God and his energy are always with us, even when we can't see them. And we are asking them to help us focus our minds on them so that we can be free from distractions and find true happiness.
Just like Rādhā, we should try to have eyes only for "Hari." This means we should try to see God in everything and everyone. And we should always try to please him with our thoughts, words, and actions. When we do this, we can experience the same kind of pure and devoted love that Rādhā has for Kṛṣṇa. And we can find true happiness and fulfillment in our lives.






  
  Chapter two
The Boon That Backfired


Once upon a time, there was a very powerful demon named Vṛkāsura. He wanted to be even more powerful, so he decided to ask the gods for a special gift called a boon. Vṛkāsura thought about who to ask. He wanted the god who would give him a boon the fastest, without making him wait a long time. Vṛkāsura met a wise sage named Nārada Muni and asked him for advice. Nārada Muni told him to worship Lord Śiva, because Lord Śiva is known as āśutoṣa, which means "easily pleased". Vṛkāsura was happy with this suggestion, so he started worshipping Lord Śiva. 
To worship Lord Śiva, Vṛkāsura did a special ritual called a sacrifice, which he continued doing for many days. But Lord Śiva didn't appear before him. Vṛkāsura was so desperate to get a boon that he decided to cut off his own head and offer it in the fire as part of the sacrifice!
Lord Śiva, who had been watching Vṛkāsura all along, saw how devoted he was to the sacrifice and was pleased. He appeared before Vṛkāsura and stopped him from hurting himself. Lord Śiva told Vṛkāsura to ask for a boon.
Vṛkāsura decided to ask for a very dangerous boon. He asked for the power to kill anyone just by touching their head. Lord Śiva granted him his wish.
As soon as he got the boon, Vṛkāsura ran after Lord Śiva, wanting to touch his head and kill him so he could take Goddess Pārvatī away. Lord Śiva quickly ran away to Vaikuṇṭha, the abode of Lord Nārāyaṇa.
Lord Nārāyaṇa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord Nārāyaṇa is very clever, and he knew he had to stop Vṛkāsura from causing any harm. He decided to trick the demon.
Lord Nārāyaṇa disguised himself as a brahmacārī, which is a student who studies holy scriptures. He pretended he didn't know what was happening and asked Vṛkāsura why he was so upset. Vṛkāsura told him about the boon he had received and how he was going to use it to kill Lord Śiva.
Lord Nārāyaṇa acted like he couldn't believe that Lord Śiva's boon would actually work. He chuckled and made a few jokes about how Lord Śiva looked scary and maybe wasn't so powerful after all.  Lord Nārāyaṇa said, "If Lord Śiva’s boon doesn't work, you can go ahead and punish him!" Then he came up with a clever trick.
Lord Nārāyaṇa said, “Why don’t you test the boon first by putting your hand on your own head? If it doesn't work, you can go after Lord Śiva and show him who’s boss!".
Now, Vṛkāsura was not very smart. He really wanted to attack Lord Śiva and get his wife, so he didn't think about what would happen if the boon actually did work. He was blinded by his feverish desires and only focused on the idea of Lord Śiva being a liar.
Vṛkāsura listened to Lord Nārāyaṇa and, without thinking clearly, placed his hand on his own head. Since Lord Śiva always keeps his promises and never gives false boons, Vṛkāsura's head immediately cracked, and he died!
Lord Nārāyaṇa had saved the day with his cleverness. He showed that sometimes, even demons can be tricked if they are not careful and let their desires cloud their judgment.







  
  Chapter three
The Story of Sāvitrī


Once upon a time, there was a beautiful princess named Sāvitrī. She was kind, gentle, and loved by everyone. Her father, King Aśvapati, wanted the very best for his daughter. When Sāvitrī became old enough, he asked her to find a husband. 
Sāvitrī traveled through the forests and villages, searching for a special someone. She didn't want someone who was just handsome or strong. Sāvitrī wanted a husband who was kind and good, and who followed dharma, or religious duty.
Finally, she met Satyavāna, a young man who lived in the forest with his parents. Satyavāna was a prince who had lost his kingdom and was now living a simple life. He was very kind and noble, just like Sāvitrī.
Sāvitrī returned to her father and told him about Satyavāna. King Aśvapati was happy for his daughter, but a wise sage named Nārada warned them that Satyavāna only had one year to live! Sāvitrī was heartbroken, but she refused to change her mind. She had already accepted Satyavāna as her husband in her heart, and going back on that would be a great sin. In those days, marriage was a sacred promise and a lifelong partnership. Sāvitrī believed that she and Satyavāna were meant to share both the joys and sorrows of life together, and she wouldn't abandon him just because he was facing hardship.
Sāvitrī and Satyavāna were married and lived happily together. Sāvitrī never forgot Nārada's warning, and she prayed every day that her husband would be saved. When the day of Satyavāna's death arrived, they went into the forest together. Suddenly, Satyavāna felt a terrible pain in his head and collapsed.
At that moment, a powerful figure appeared before Sāvitrī. It was Yamarāja, the god of death, who had come to take Satyavāna! When a person dies, Yamarāja's helpers take the soul to either heaven or hell, depending on whether they were good or bad during their life. But Sāvitrī refused to let Yamarāja take her husband.
She followed Yamarāja and pleaded with him to spare Satyavāna. She spoke about dharma and how important it is to be good and to spend time with holy people.
Yamarāja was impressed by Sāvitrī's devotion and wisdom. He granted her three wishes, but he wouldn't bring Satyavāna back to life. Sāvitrī cleverly used her wishes to help her husband's family. Finally, she said that she couldn't live without Satyavāna and would follow him even into death! Touched by her love, Yamarāja granted her a fourth wish and brought Satyavāna back to life. Sāvitrī's love and devotion saved her husband.
Sītā's Devotion to God
The story of Sāvitrī and Satyavāna was very famous, even in ancient times. During the time of Śrī Rāma, who was an incarnation of God, this story
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