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Three days before he turned 18, Leon had the feeling that he was ready for the world. He was getting ready to graduate from high school, he had received football scholarships from a couple good institutions, and the girl he was dating at the time was the most beautiful girl in the school. He was known as both a jock and a nerd among his classmates. hello man, you're almost ready. his best pal Kevin yelled all the way from the bottom of the stairs. Since Leon and his foster parents moved into the neighborhood, Kevin Novak has been Leon's closest buddy. Kevin was the boy next door who always wanted to play ball or go for a bike ride. He was also the troublemaker for when things got wild. Yeah, just choosing out my Afro come up. On the way to the movie theater, Leon was going to go on a double date with Kevin and his girlfriend Becca, as well as a date with Leon and his own girlfriend. As Kevin entered the room, Jessica only wanted to watch Freddy vs. Jason and spend time with her boyfriend at the same time. Kevin was dressed in a long-sleeved gray Under Armour shirt, black Nike jeans shorts, and black Timberland boots. He grabbed the basketball that was lying next to the doorway and started spinning it on his fingers. yo bro you slow as hell how are you fast on the field but slow for date he said with a chuckle as he sat down on a queen-size bed flicking the basketball and air oh yeah your foster dad said he wants to see you before we head out Leon just looked at him through the mirror and nodded he was wearing his white 76ers number three jersey along with black polo jeans and tan timberlands still taking out his Afro yeah I heard him, Leon set the ball down and took his cell phone from the dresser as he started to walk out of the room while looking at him with astonishment in his eyes. "Meet you at the car. I'm going to see what's up," he stated as he left the room. Kevin sprang off the bed and said, "Okay, see you in a minute." The two of them then descended the stairs. Leon turned to his right and headed into the pool table room, where he heard old rock 'n' roll music and pool balls cracking around. Kevin continued walking in the same direction, while Leon turned to his right and entered the room. Kevin's foster father was in his late 50s and had a round belly; he wore glasses and always had a toothpick in his mouth. Kevin was right he looked like himself you wanted to see me dad As Leon entered the room, his father was singing a stanza to Bob Segar's "Night Moves" while playing pool. "What's that song?" yes son I've been meaning to talk to you about something he put his pool cue to the side and walked over to his desk in the corner of the room where all of his paperwork was he opened the top left drawer of his desk and pulled out a little lockbox he brought it over to the pool table and set it in front of Leon you know me and your mother aren't your real parents but you've been calling us mom and dad since she was seven years old that we stop trying to stop you but Leon looked at him curiously, wondering what he was talking about. "What do you mean, pop? You told me y'all found me in the woods and put out a search for my parents," Leon replied. "He grabbed the lockbox; it was heavy with a padlock on it. Dad, what's this about can we talk about this later?" Kevin's car horn interrupted their conversation. "No it can't son I promise your real father I would keep you safe until your 18th his foster dad said Stern with some anger in his tone. Leon was shocked, not only because he had never heard his foster dad upset, but also because he now knows that his foster dad knows Leon's real father. Leon's real father you said you found me you said you didn't know my parents you knew all this time and headed for me why he sat on the side of the pool table filled with anger Leon started to shake his foster dad unlocked the padlock on the box and opened it there were old papers Foster Day noticed Leon's dark purple eyes light up as he went to hand Leon the picture of the man. You ever wonder why your eyes are purple son? Why you're faster than most folks, he asked here this is your father, and he is still alive to but you ever wonder those things is because you are different and special, he said here this is your father, and he is still alive to but you ever wonder those things is because your father is still alive to but you ever wonder those things is because your father While Leon stared at the picture, he wondered why now why this loan why did his foster dad hide this from him his mind was racing with so many questions so many thoughts why tell me this now pop he asked his hands began sweating his foster dad knew how he was feeling to know he had been hiding the secret from him. Leon had taken the picture, and the man looked just like him, called dark, with his braided longhair. His name is Terrel, and he was my friend when we were growing up What exactly are you up to, Terrel? Terrel was beginning to undress when Ron came into the room and said, "Oh, shit, what are you doing here? You shouldn't be here; it's not safe." When Terrel turned around, he found his friend standing there, staring at him, and he knew immediately that something was amiss. The night sky was black, and the moon was drawing closer to its full phase. Ron questioned, "What's going on, man? Are you okay?" Terrel knew he needed to get Ron away, but he didn't want him to know about it. He told Ron, "Listen man, I'll talk to you tomorrow meet me here tomorrow afternoon trust me just go with that." Ron was scared, but he turned around and ran. He ran a few feet into the woods where he was away from Terrel's eye view, but he can see Terrel to go let out a loud yell, and then his back started to be covered in PS started handing Ron Ron his near as they got closer to one other, and Ron was trembling all night. What happened to you last night? Terrel noticed the scared look on him on his face and asked, "What did you see?" Ron was trembling in fear and didn't know how to answer the question, but he tried to say, "I seen you change into a monster, a wolf monster." Ron was trembling in fear because he didn't know how to answer the question, but he tried anyway. "I seen you change into a monster," Ron said. Ron snapped out of his flashback to Leon asking what secrets dad what is going on why are you telling me this now Terrel looked at him shot then laughed a little bit a lycan or a werewolf is more like it not a monster he shook his head tell you everything but you need to give me your word you won't tell a soul he held out his hand to close the deal Ron hesitated a little bit before electing Terrel in the size and reaching out and shaking his hand Ron glanced at Leon and said, "Your father asked me to tell you this now, before your birthday, to prepare you ready for whatever it is that you're going to scare me with, Leon." While Leon was still shaking, his son Ron pointed to the wolf pendant on his necklace and said, "You become something beautiful—scary, but beautiful—a Lycan or a werewolf, as you kids call them." Leon replied that he was afraid to hear more about the transformation, but he was afraid to keep shaking. Leon looked at his foster father and asked, "Are you serious he left?" "Come on now dad, have you been drinking again? Did mom get you the wrong beer again?" "Come on now dad," Leon said as he got up from the pool table and laughed, "next you're going to tell me that my biological mother is the queen of vampires." Ron stared at him with a straight face and said, "Actually, your mother was the sister of a powerful witch, and you are actually a hybrid of a Lycan and a witch in addition to being a warlock." he said as he handed Leon a picture of the woman holding a baby with the man from the other picture standing beside her and he pointed at the baby that you right there Leon looked at the curly hair little baby so you're telling me that this baby is me and my mom was a witch and my dad is a werewolf so why did they need you to keep me safe what my dad was going to eat me he joked. Leon looked at the picture of the woman holding a baby and the man Ron gave Leon a rebuking look before slapping him across the face and telling him, "Your father is a man, and you would be wise to respect him in front of me. It will take you years to become half the man he is. Your father tried everything to keep you and your mother safe, but your aunt didn't want your mother and father to get together. Filled with anger and jealousy, she cursed your father and killed your mother while they were both trying to protect you." Ron' Leon looked up at his foster father shocked that he had slapped him and wondering if any of this story was true. Questions started racing through Leon's head, but then it was as if his foster father was reading his mind and handed him a folded up note with the words to my son Leon the paper looked old and stayed dad this is too much to handle all at once can I read it when I get back it's just too much to take in at once. The note was returned to him by Leon. I'll place the message on your dresser have fun and behave tonight, he added as he picked up his pool cue oh and tell Kevin to stop honking like a crazy or I'll show this pool stick of his ass, he laughed. Ron realized that it was a lot for a 17-year-old almost 18-year-old to take in. Leon started to leave when he turned and laughed, saying yes sir before heading out. As he walked out on the porch, he began to think about everything his foster dad had told him. Kevin was waiting in his 2005 Jeep Cherokee Laredo, and as Leon walked over to the passenger side, Kevin started blasting DMX and asking "what took you so long?" and "what do you pops want?" When Kevin inquired as he was putting the Jeep in gear, they both immediately began writing. Leon didn't want to think about it, he just wanted to be safe and get home on time. He knew he was lying to his boy, but he didn't want to hear calve talk about the matter since he just wanted to forget about it. I told the girls to meet us at the movies because you were taking so long, and Becca was blowing up my phone asking where were we and shit cherub said as they came to a red light he picked up his pre-roll blunt that he rolled while Leon was in the house you smoking bro? he asked as he lit it and started puffing on yeah you already know Leon said as he took the blood he puffed on it a couple times before he started to get high Kevin looked over and saw the necklace and said, "Yo, nice chain fam pops gave that to you without hesitation." Leon responded, "Yeah, it's a family thing. A birthday gift," as they pulled into the parking lot of the movie theater, where the girls were standing outside waiting in front of the building. Becca was little but curvy in all the right places; she had light brown hair and dark brown eyes, and her complexion was tanned and dark brown. She was sporting a flower-print sundress that went well with the warm weather and helped highlight her body. Jess had a medium height, long blonde hair, and light blue eyes. She wore a black skirt and a black and white striped tank top. Both girls looked extremely beautiful. Leon was happy to see his girl looking good instead of her wearing his jersey, which he loved, but it sometimes looked funny on her because of how big it was. Jess had a medium height, long blonde hair, and light blue eyes. After Kevin and Leon got out of the car, a girl started heading toward them, and Kevin yelled after her, "Babe, what the hell took y'all so long? The movie is set to start in 15 minutes!" Jess and I were waiting, and for a little moment we were concerned that you two had sustained injuries. Becca asked as she hugged Kevin and kissed him on the lips as they entered the movie theater sorry babe Leon got caught up with his pops blame him he said chuckling babe is everything okay just asked Leon he was still hard trying not to think about it yeah pops just wanted me to be safe and be home on time I saw he said as he leaned in slightly and gave her a kiss as they entered the theater just looked up at Leon's face and saw something was bothering Destiny's Child's Kelly Rowland was a member of the group. Leon said with a sly grin, "You know she is hotter than Beyoncé." He said this in a playful manner, and she knew he was joking because of the look he gave her, since he was aware that she was a fan of Beyoncé's music. All really will see about that with that just walked into through the doors going into the movie theaters. Kevin Becca followed Leon and went in after him as they found empty seats. They decided to move to the empty seats in the back row so that Jess and Leon could spend time together and Kevin and Becca could spend time together. Once they were seated, they made themselves comfortable. Leon put his left arm around Jess as they watched the movie. Jess leaned her head over to nozzle under Leon's snack and rested her head on Leon's chest. Leon began to think about everything his foster dad had told him She looked at him with less ability in her eyes as Leon stuck his index finger inside her, and she bit her bottom lip as he did so, letting a soft moan escape her lips. She reached between his legs inside his pants after she unzipped them, and she started to jerk him off slowly. Leon readjusted himself so that she could get a better grip on him and so that he could go deaf.
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After the movie was over, they all went outside and gathered around the Jeep. While Jess was leaning against the Jeep, Kevin handed her a cigarette from Becca, who was searching inside her car next to the Jeep for a lighter. Becca's automobile was parked next to the Jeep. The beginnings of another blunt were being rolled by Leon, who asked, "Babe, may I use your lighter? I can't find mine." Becca asked while she was sitting in the passenger seat of her red 2005 Honda Civic Past her his blue lighter keep it babe I have my black one in the Jeep once Leon is done rolling up I'll grab it elected Leon who was done rolling up and he received the Jeep to the middle counsel and grab the lighter. Becca was driving. Past her his blue lighter kept it. Leon gave Jess a kiss and leaned on the Jeep next to her Kevin gave him the lighter he lit the blunt and started to puff on it he passed it to Jess next to him who took it and gave two little puffs that she passed it to Kevin and lit her cigarette baby I'm hungry can we go get something to eat she asked Leon Leon was hungry to more than usual yeah babe you're hungry we can go down the street to Mrs. Adams' diner and get a bite They all walked down the street holding hands, and people driving by honked and waved to Leon for his star performance against their opponents last Friday. Leon was the town star running back, so people knew him and Jess when they got to miss Adam's diner, where they got a boost and sat down, with Becca and Kevin on one side and Leon and Jess on the other. The waitress came up to them and passed them their menus. Pleased to meet you, I am Sophie. I'll be your waiter, if you don't mind if I start the Shaw what a drink. I'll start off with a Coke, thanks, Kevin Becca next I'll take a lemonade Jess I'll take a lemonade as well, the waitress nodded and wrote it all down on the little notepad you sir, she asked as she pointed to Leon, "will you take a Sprite?" he said while he was looking at the menu I already know what I would like to have as well, the waitress looked at him and smiled okay, what would you like, Sir? While the others were deciding what they wanted, Leon handed her his menu. "I'll have two big burgers with bacon and a side of fries, please," he said, and she just looked at him and said, "Damn babe, you're that hungry." She then handed the menu to the waitress and said, "I'll take the baked ziti with coleslaw." The waitress wrote down the two orders, and then she returned it to Leon. Becca and Kevin are still searching, and the waitress asked them if they wanted her to come back after she got the drinks and take down their order. When they nodded, she said she would, and then she went to get the drinks. Leon began to gaze out the window, which caused him to become distracted from the conversation that had been taking place earlier. She startled him, causing him to jump a little bit, and she asked him, "What's up, something has been on your mind all night nothing, sweetie?" The only thing that Leon said to her was, "I just lost my mobile phone," as he reached over to kiss her for her, but she pulled away from him and frowned as Kevin and Becca watched on. "Babe, please don't be like that; nothing is wrong," Becca pleaded. While she was handing each of them their beverages, Leon pleaded with the waitress to return with the drinks. Kevin and Becca were prepared, but they were also curious about what was happening with Leon. "We'll take two meatball subs and an order of seasons curly fries, please," Kevin stated as he placed the order for him and Becca. Okay, orders will be ready shortly, the waitress stated as she took down everyone's information before leaving the room. Hey, bro, ever since we left your house, you've been behaving very strangely. The question "what was going on" was posed by Kevin, who was curious about the response. "Listen dude, don't worry pops got me thinking about some stuff that's all you know family stuff," he said. Leon said while he was drinking his Sprite that just looked at him about what babe just family history that's all she shit about my real family not leave it alone, he responded, getting upset because he felt like they were cornering him. Everyone looks surprised that Leon doesn't talk about his real family, and his foster parents found him in the woods the last time they knew your real family I thought they didn't know who they were or where they were. what's up Kevin spoke to Frank the stillness at the table my foster dad knew my true father I think they were friends I don't know but shits got to me because I guess my real father is still alive. what's up Kevin spoke to Frank the silence at the table my real father is still alive. When the waitress returned with Leon and Jess's dinner, she said, "Here you go, sir," and handed Leon his plate. Jess then turned and glanced at Becca and Kevin. By this time, Leon had already consumed around half of his drink. I'll be back with yours in a little while, and then I'll be leaving once again. I just remarked to my brother, "What the fuck is he still alive?" and you answered, "Babe, that's ridiculous." Why did your parents hand you over to him in such a careless manner? What does he want from you? Ass look I don't know I was shocked by this one pops told me okay let's just drop it until I know more I told him I needed time to take it all in maybe when I get in tonight I'll find out more I don't know. Ass look  I don't know  While Leon was speaking, he took a bite out of his enormous burger in an attempt to change the subject. Becca looked at just wondering if she would say something to Leon Lou everyone was wondering about everything but he wasn't ready to tell them more so he knew more himself later that day back at Leon's foster parents house Ron got a call from an unknown number hello he answered did you tell him the voice as though he will be back later tonight he went out with his friends are you sure you want me to tell him the truth you should be here with him he needs to know why it will never be the same without It's time for you to come and see him; it's been almost 11 years; he will need to see for himself. There was silence on both ends, and then the voice said, "okay, I'll be there in 30 minutes." Ron sat down in his lazy boy chair and said, "The boy is thickheaded; he will ask more questions than I can answer." Back at the diner, the phone went dead while Leon and Jess were enjoying a Sunday together, and Kevin and Becca were drinking a smoothie. When Leon looked at the time, it was 8:15 o'clock at night. His bedtime was a strict 9 PM. Leon was aware that he needed to be home soon, but he didn't want to deal with his foster dad. "Babe, I've got to get ready to get home soon you know pops will flip out some past curfew are you calling me later when you get home I want to know you got back safe just finished her last name for the Iceman," Leon said to his girlfriend. "I've got to get ready to get home soon you know pops will flip out some past curfew yes, but of course I'll be calling as soon as I get in the house, she said as she gathered a few napkins and wiped her face. Kevin looked at Leon and asked, "Are you ready to go, bro? He gave Becca a kiss and scooted out yeah give me a minute got pay the bill." Leon looked at the bill the waitress left and it came out to $36.86. He checked out his wallet and spoke out a $50 bill and laid it on the Becca reported that as she was leaving, Jess and Leon were getting ready to go when the waiter came by and asked, "Do you want change?" She turned and looked at him, shook her head, and then went outside; Leon did not acknowledge her and continued walking. They all headed back to the parking lot. They said their goodbyes and headed out Kevin let the rest
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