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	During the 15th and 16th centuries, the Ottoman Empire, founded by a Turkish tribe in Anatolia (Asia Minor), emerged as one of the most powerful states in the world. It endured for roughly 600 years and came to an end only in 1922, when the Turkish Republic and several successor republics in southeastern Europe and the Middle East replaced it. When it was at its largest, the empire covered most of southeastern Europe, among it present-day Hungary, the Balkans, Greece, and portions of Ukraine; sections of the Middle East now occupied by Iraq, Syria, Israel, and Egypt; North Africa reaching west to Algeria; and large stretches of the Arabian Peninsula. The word Ottoman derives from Osman I (Arabic: Uthmn), the nomadic Turkmen leader who founded both the dynasty and the empire in 1300.

	The Ottoman state from 1481 to the present: an era of expansion

	During the opening phase of Ottoman history, which was defined by almost nonstop territorial growth, Ottoman power spread from a small principality in northern Anatolia until it encompassed most of southeastern Europe and Anatolia. The political, financial, and social systems of the classical Islamic empires were blended with those taken from Byzantium and from the great Central Asian Turkish dynasties, producing new forms that would shape the region into modern times.

	The early days and rise of the Ottoman state, c. 1300-- 1402.

	In their formative period, the Ottomans led Turkish warriors fighting for the Islamic faith, who bore the honorific title ghz (Arabic: "raider"), against the weakening Christian Byzantine Empire. Osman I, who founded the dynasty, descended from members of the Kay people, who had come into Anatolia alongside a very large body of Turkmen Ouz nomads. Migrating out of Central Asia, these nomads established the Seljuq dynasty in Iran and Mesopotamia in the middle of the eleventh century, defeated Byzantium at the Battle of Manzikert (in 1071), and governed eastern and central Anatolia during the 12th century. After the Il-Khanid (Ilhanid) empire arose in Iran and Mesopotamia in the second half of the 13th century, the ghazis fought the Byzantines and then also the Mongols, who were raiding Anatolia. As Seljuq authority crumbled and Mongol overlordship took its place, enforced through direct military conquest of parts of eastern Anatolia, independent Turkmen principalities arose across the rest of Anatolia, and one of them was led by Osman.

	Osman and Orhan are two brothers.

	After the decisive Mongol defeat of the Seljuqs in 1293, Osman became prince (bey) of the frontier principality that seized Byzantine Bithynia in northwestern Anatolia around Bursa, leading the ghazis against the Byzantines there. Because the stronger Turkmen principality of Germiyan had boxed them in on the east, Osman and his immediate followers directed their efforts toward Byzantine land around the Bosporus and the Sea of Marmara in the west. Left as Byzantium's chief Muslim adversaries, the Ottomans drew in large numbers of nomads and unemployed townspeople who wandered the Middle East in search of work and of a way to fulfill their religious desire to extend Islam's rule. Beginning with Osman and carrying on under his successors Orhan (Orkhan, ruled 1324-- 60) and Murad I (1360-- 89), the Ottomans managed to take Byzantine territory, first in western Anatolia and then in southeastern Europe, exploiting the breakdown of the Byzantine frontier defense system and the growth of economic, religious, and social discontent within the Byzantine Empire. The wealth and strength gained during this early expansion were turned toward absorbing the Anatolian Turkish states to the east only under Bayezid I (1389-- 1402).

	By 1300, Osman had conquered a region of Anatolia running from Eskişehir (Dorylaeum) to the plains of Nicaea, defeating a number of organized Byzantine attempts to stop him. The Byzantine emperor's efforts to enlist Il-Khanid help against the Ottomans from the east failed, and his hiring of mercenary soldiers from western Europe did more harm to his own land than to that of the Turks. Even so, the Ottomans lacked effective siege equipment and could not capture Bithynia's key cities. They were also unable to advance against the Aydn and Karas dynasties, which had seized Byzantine land in southwestern Anatolia and were growing steadily stronger. Orhan's capture of Bursa in 1324 (some accounts say 1326) gave the principality its first opportunity to build the administrative, financial, and military authority required to turn it into a genuine state and to raise an army. Orhan devised a military policy of employing Christian mercenary soldiers, which his successors built upon, reducing his reliance on nomads.

	Orhan swiftly gained mastery over the Byzantine towns that remained in northwestern Anatolia, among them Iznik (1331), Izmit (1337), and Üsküdar (1338). From there he pressed southward against his chief Turkmen neighbors. In 1345 he seized Karas, exploiting the turmoil within that emirate to win the lands lying between the Gulf of Edremit and Kapidag (Cyzicus), which gave him a coastline on the Sea of Marmara. This placed him in a position to undercut the lucrative hold Aydin had on hiring out mercenary soldiers to rival Byzantine factions in Thrace and in Constantinople, the Byzantine capital (modern Istanbul). As a result of this expansion, the Ottomans were also able to push Aydin aside as the principal ally of the Byzantine emperor John VI Cantacuzenus. Having Ottoman forces enter Europe in this way gave them a firsthand look at the opportunities for conquest that Byzantine decline offered. When Umur Bey, the ruler of Aydin, died, the Ottomans remained as the only leaders of the ghazis fighting the Byzantines. Orhan assisted Cantacuzenus in removing John V Palaeologus from the Byzantine throne, and in return received permission to plunder Thrace and to marry the emperor's daughter Theodora.

	Ottoman raiding bands began crossing through Gallipoli and into Thrace on a regular basis. The large quantities of captured plunder strengthened Ottoman power and drew numerous Turkmen from Anatolia into the Ottoman ranks. Despite the objections of Cantacuzenus and others, Orhan's son Süleyman turned Gallipoli, a peninsula on the European shore of the Dardanelles, into a permanent base for expansion into Europe, beginning in 1354. Operating out of Gallipoli, Süleyman's bands moved up the Maritsa River into southeastern Europe and raided as far as Adrianople. Cantacuzenus was removed from power soon afterward, at least partly because of his collaboration with the Turks, and Europe became aware of the Turkish danger.

	Murad I, the son of Orhan, was the first Ottoman ruler to bring Europe fully under control from his base at Gallipoli. Although its defenders were weak and disorganized, Constantinople was left alone, since its high walls and well-sited fortresses were too formidable for the nomadic Ottoman army, which lacked siege equipment. Murad's earliest conquests led him northward into Thrace and ended with the seizure of Adrianople, the second city of the Byzantine Empire, in 1361. The city was renamed Edirne and became the Ottoman capital, which gave the Ottomans a central seat of administrative and military authority over Thrace. It commanded the principal invasion route across the Balkan Mountains, which secured Ottoman hold over their European gains, and as the main stronghold between Constantinople and the Danube River, it helped further advances northward.

	In 1363, Murad moved across the Maritsa River valley and captured Philippopolis (Philibe or Filibe; modern Plovdiv). By controlling the main sources of grain and tax revenue for Constantinople, he was able to force the Byzantine emperor to acknowledge Ottoman suzerainty. An alliance had been formed with Louis I of Hungary and Tsar Shishman of Bulgaria for the first European Crusade against the Ottomans, yet the death of the Serbian emperor Stefan Dusan in 1355 had left his successors too fragmented and feeble to resist the Ottomans. The Byzantine emperor John V Palaeologus attempted to rally European support by uniting the churches of Constantinople and Rome, but this effort only deepened divisions within Byzantium and secured no genuine assistance from the West. In 1371, Murad managed to crush the allies at Chernomen (Cirmen) on the Maritsa, which raised his confidence and demoralized his smaller adversaries, who quickly accepted his suzerainty without a fight.

	Murad then folded many European vassals into his fast-growing realm. He allowed local native rulers to stay in place as long as they accepted his suzerainty, paid annual tribute, and provided troop contingents for his army when called upon. The Ottomans were able to prevent local revolts by assuring rulers and subjects that their lives, property, customs, and ranks would be protected so long as they peacefully submitted to Ottoman rule. This also let the Ottomans govern the newly captured lands without having to build a huge administrative apparatus or maintain large occupation garrisons.

	Murad swiftly extended his kingdom south of the Danube, taking Macedonia (1371), central Bulgaria (including Monastir [1382], Sofia [1385], and Nis [1386]), and Serbia, a campaign that culminated in the Battle of Kosovo in 1389, where the Balkan allies were defeated. Only Walachia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Greece
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