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Bear


bear

The Bear works up so fast and easy. The only hard part is deciding what kind of bear to make–a teddy bear? A black bear? A polar bear? The matching booties are very simple to make because there are no toes to work up; however, if you want a more ferocious-looking bear, consider using the booties pattern shown with the Panda.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 54 (66, 81, 95) yd (49.5 [60.5, 74, 87]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Honey, Black, or White (A), and 7, (7, 9, 9) yd (6.4 [6.5, 8, 8]m) in Chocolate, Honey, or White (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 88 (117, 152,—) yd (80.5 [107, 139, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Honey, Black, or White (A), and 7, (7, 9, —) yd (6.4 [6.4, 8.2, —]m) in Chocolate, Honey, or White (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 2 (2, 2½, 2½)" (5, [5, 6.5, 6.5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Scrap of black yarn for mouth

Black plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of doll eyes, 12 (12, 15, 15)mm

Black or brown felt for paw pads on booties and/or handsies (see Felt Templates)



[image: ]

BEAR HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 6th (7th, 8th, 9th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches along the top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat to end of round.

Round 2: *K1, M1, knit to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (20, 24, 24) stitches; 10 (10, 12, 12) stitches each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches; 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches each needle.

Round 5: Knit.

Repeat rounds 4 and 5 once (once, twice, twice) more—12 stitches; 6 stitches each needle.

Last round: *K1, k2tog, k2tog, k1; repeat from for back needle—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a tail for sewing, and thread through remaining 8 stitches with a blunt-end needle. With the tail, sew a few stitches across the opening, so the finished edge is straight.

SNOUT

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 30 (30, 33, 33) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 7, 7) on 1st needle, k18 on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 7, 7) from 1st needle—18 stitches on the front needle; 12 (12, 15, 15) stitches on the back needle.

Knit 3 (3, 5, 5) rounds.

Round 1: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—20 (20, 22, 22) stitches; 12 stitches on front needle and 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on back needle.

 


» My twelve-year-old Knit Wizard, Lamara, who is fearless about modifying my patterns (as I hope you will be, too), made a pink Care Bear from this pattern. We simply gave him a heart-shaped felt nose, felt ear inserts, and embroidered eyebrows.



Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—10 (10, 11, 11) stitches.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 10 (10, 11, 11) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

Cut the Styrofoam ball in half with a serrated knife.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Snout, following the directions for Simple Snouts.

FINISH BEAR HAT

Sew the Bear’s mouth, following the photo, beginning and ending the line of stitches where the plastic nose will be placed (see Stitching a Mouth).

    With a double-pointed needle, make a hole in the center of the Snout to fit the post on the back of the plastic nose. Hot-glue the nose into and around the hole, making sure that the hot glue bonds the yarn to the back of the nose (see Plastic Animal Noses).

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Snout in place. Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue them in place.

[image: ]

BEAR BOOTIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches onto a double-pointed needle.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) stitches on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle; k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 1 (4, 7) rounds.

SHAPE FOOT

Round 1: *K4 (5, 6), M1, k4 (5, 6); repeat from * for back needle—18 (22, 26) stitches; 9 (11, 13) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K4 (5, 6), M1, k5 (6, 7); repeat from * for needle—20 (24, 28) stitches; 10 (12, 14) stitches on each needle.

Round 4: Knit.

Round 5: *K5 (6, 7), M1, k5 (6, 7); repeat from * for back needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 11 (13, 15) stitches on each needle.

Round 6: Knit.

Round 7: *K5 (6, 7), M1, k6 (7, 8); repeat from * for back needle—24 (28, 32) stitches; 12 (14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 8: Knit.

Round 9: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last round 2 (3, 4) more times—12 stitches; 6 stitches each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 12 stitches with blunt-end needle. With tail, sew a few stitches across the opening, creating a straight finished edge.

Weave in ends.

FINISH BEAR BOOTIES

Cut a pair of paw pads from felt and hot-glue to the bottom of Bear Booties.

[image: image]

NEWBORN BEAR HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto a double-pointed needle and join in the round as for Bear Booties.

Knit 10 rounds.

Shape foot and add paw pads as for Bear Booties.
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Return to Bear project


[image: image]

Beaver


beaver

This hat makes everyone laugh out loud. There’s just something about those teeth! Unlike the Bear’s simple snout, it takes two components to make the Beaver’s face: a nose triangle and chubby cheeks. When I am making a gift for a newborn, I always make handsies instead of booties. Handsies work up in much less time than booties because there’s no heel or foot length to knit, but they still deliver 100 percent hilarity.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5[39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 47 (59, 71, 85) yd (43 [54, 65, 78]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Toffee [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 95 (123, 161, –) yd (87 [112.5, 147, –]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Toffee [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

1½ yd (1.4m) white yarn for teeth

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (9, 12, 12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Scrap of white felt for eyes



[image: image]

BEAVER HAT

Knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 6th (7th, 8th, 9th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 4 (4, 5, 5) stitches along the top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 4 (4, 5, 5) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—8 (8, 10, 10) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat to end of round.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K1, **M1, k1; repeat from ** to end of needle; repeat from * for back needle—14 (14, 18, 18) stitches; 7 (7, 9, 9) stitches on each needle.

Round 4: Knit.

Round 5: *K1, k2tog, knit to the last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Round 6: Knit.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Repeat Rounds 5 and 6 once more—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 3 (3, 5, 5) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in ends.

CHEEKS

With one double-pointed needle and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, cast on 21 (21, 27, 27) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 8 (8, 12, 12) rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to the end—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until 1 stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing and thread through the remaining stitch with a blunt-end needle.

FINISH CHEEKS

Cut 2 pieces from the 1½ (1½, 2, 2)“ (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛" (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼" (6mm) leftover center disk.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

NOSE TRIANGLE

With double-pointed needles and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 20 (20, 24, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K5 (5, 6, 6) on 1st needle, k10 (10, 12, 12) on 2nd needle, k5 (5, 6, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k5 (5, 6, 6) from 1st needle—10 (10, 12, 12) stitches on each needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: *K1, k2tog, k to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last round 2 (2, 3, 3) more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next round: * K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * once—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

    Follow directions for finishing Nose Triangles.

TEETH (make 2)

With the scrap of white yarn, cast on 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches onto a double-pointed needle.

    Work these 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches as I-cord for 9 (9, 12, 12) rows.

Cut yarn. Thread through all stitches using blunt-end needle and weave in ends.

FINISH BEAVER HAT

    Hot-glue the black plastic nose into the Cheeks (see Plastic Animal Noses). Hot-glue the knit Nose Triangle behind the Cheeks, making sure that the triangle bulges in the center. Hot-glue the Teeth behind the Cheeks.

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the face in place. Cut eye pieces out of white felt. Snip the post off the eyes and glue them onto white felt. Glue the felt-backed eyes in place.
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BEAVER BOOTIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches onto a double-pointed needle.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Round 8(RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Round 9(WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Round 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Round 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Round 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Round 13: Purl.

Round 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, k3 (5, 7), and pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the top edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from the back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle; k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 9 (14, 17) rounds.

Size Newborn only

Next Round: *K2, M1, k4, M1, k2; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Size Medium only

Next Round: *K2, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next Round: K18, leaving 2 stitches unworked on back needle.

MAKE TOES

Note: Outer toes are worked first.

Toe 1 (far right)

With a 3rd needle, k2tog (the remaining 2 unworked stitches on back needle), then k2tog from front needle.

    Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut yarn, leaving a 48" (122cm) long tail, and thread through the 2 stitches using a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the bottom of toe and sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for the remaining toes.

Toe 2 (far left)

K6, leaving 2 stitches unworked on front needle.

With a 3rd needle, k2tog (the remaining 2 unworked stitches on front needle), then k2tog from back needle.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Thread tail through the 2 stitches using a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the bottom of toe, and sew a few stitches across the gap.

Toe 3 (inner right)

K4, leaving 2 stitches unworked on back needle.

With a 3rd needle, k2tog (the remaining 2 unworked stitches on back needle), then k2tog from front needle.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Thread tail through the 2 stitches using a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread tail through to the bottom of toe and sew a few stitches across the gap.

Toe 4 (inner left)

K2, leaving 2 stitches unworked on front needle.

With a 3rd needle, finish as for Toe 2.

Toe 5 (middle)

K2-no stitches remain on back needle.

With a 3rd needle, k2tog twice.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Thread tail through the 2 stitches using a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and weave in end.

NEWBORN BEAVER HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto double-pointed needles and join in the round as for Beaver Booties.

Knit 18 rounds.

Next round: *K2, M1, k4, M1, k2; repeat from * for back needle—10 stitches each needle.

Next round: K18, leaving 2 stitches unworked on back needle.

Make toes as for Beaver Booties.

[image: image]

Return to Beaver project




[image: image]

Fox


fox

Lion Brand created a new line for Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Store named Heartland that’s easy to substitute for Vanna’s Choice because the yarns are the exact same weight. For this Gramminal, I chose a yummy color called Yosemite that is a rusty shade with thin strands of red running through it, giving the Fox an added dimension of realism. Heartland comes in a large skein, which gives you enough to make a set for the new baby as well as for big brother or sister.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 -[39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 59 (72, 89, 105) yd (54 [66, 81.5, 96]m) / 1 skein Lion Brand Yarn Heartland, 100% premium acrylic, 5 oz (142g), 251 yd (230m), in Yosemite (A) [image: ] ; 8 (8, 11, 11) yd (7.5 [7.5, 10, 10]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 93, (123, 157, -) yd (85 [112.5, 143.5, -]m) / 1 skein Lion Brand Yarn Heartland, 100% premium acrylic, 5 oz (142g), 251 yd (230m), in Yosemite (A) [image: ] ; 8 (8, 11, -) yd (7.5 [7.5, 10, -]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 1 (1, 1½, 1½)" (2.5 [2.5, 3.8, 3.8]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Black felt for eyes and tongue, and for paw pads on booties and/or handsies

Polyester fiberfill

Scrap of black and mustard-colored felt for eyes

Pair of animal eyes, 18mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Round glass bowl vase
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FOX HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 4th (5th, 6th, 7th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 12 (14, 16, 18) stitches along the top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 12 (14, 16, 18) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—24 (28, 32, 36) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat to end of round.

Round 2: K1, M1, knit to the last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to the last stitch on back needle, M1, k1.

Round 3: Knit to the last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to the end of round on back needle—2 stitches decreased.

Round 4: Repeat Round 3-20 (24, 28, 32) stitches; 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: Repeat Round 2.

Repeat Round 3 one (three, five, seven) times—18 stitches; 9 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a 4" (10cm) tail. Change to B.

Next round: With B, *k2tog, k5, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Next round: Knit to last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to end of round on back needle—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last round 4 more times—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in ends.

CHEEKS

With B, a double-pointed needle, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 18 (18, 21, 21) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 4 (4, 8, 8) rows flat in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to the end—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until 1 stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, and thread through the remaining stitch with blunt-end needle.

FINISH CHEEKS

Sizes Newborn and Small only

Cut 1" (2.5cm) Styrofoam ball in half to create 2 cheeks.

Sizes Medium and Large only

    Cut 2 pieces from the 1½" (3.8cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛" (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼" (6mm) leftover center disk.

All sizes

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

[image: image]

JAW

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 12 stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K3 on 1st needle, k6 on 2nd needle, k3 on 3rd needle.

Using 3rd needle, k3 from 1st needle—6 stitches on each needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

Next round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—8 stitches; 4 on each needle.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—4 stitches; 2 on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

    Follow directions for finishing Jaws.

LONG SNOUT

With A, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 30 (30, 42, 42) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 12, 12) on 1st needle, k18 on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 12, 12) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 9, 9) from 1st needle—18 stitches on front needle and 12 (12, 24, 24) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: *K4, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—25 (25, 35, 35) stitches; 15 stitches on front needle and 10 (10, 20, 20) stitches on back needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K3, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—20 (20, 28, 28) stitches; 12 stitches on front needle and 8 (8, 16, 16) stitches on back needle.

Round 5: Knit.

Round 6: *K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—15 (15, 21, 21) stitches; 9 stitches on front needle and 6 (6, 12, 12) stitches on back needle.

Round 7: Knit.

Round 8: Purl.

Round 9: Knit.

Round 10: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—10 (10, 14, 14) stitches; 6 stitches on front needle and 4 (4, 8, 8) stitches on back needle.

Round 11: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—3 stitches on front needle and 2 (2, 4, 4) stitches on back needle. Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 5 (5, 7, 7) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

    With cast-on tail, finish following directions for Long Snouts.

FINISH FOX HAT

Hot-glue the black plastic nose between the Cheeks. Cut a teardrop shape of black felt for the tongue and hot-glue it into the center of the Jaw.

    Stuff the Snout and attach the Cheeks and Jaw following directions for Long Snouts.

Note: If the Snout needs a little more stuffing after it has been attached to the hat, add more fiberfill by rolling small pieces into balls and poking them through from the outside with the tip of a double-pointed needle.

Cut 2 eye shapes from black felt and 2 slightly smaller eye shapes from yellow felt. Hot-glue the yellow felt to the black felt. Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue in place on the yellow felt. Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the felt eye shapes in place.

[image: image]

FOX BOOTIES (make 2)

    With A, follow pattern instruction sfor Bear Booties.

NEWBORN FOX HANDSIES (make 2)

    With A, follow pattern instructions for Newborn Bear Handsies.

[image: image]

Return to Fox project
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Owl


owl

There is nothing frivolous about this owl, who is smart and serious and who commands respect. To add to his richness, I use a heather yarn that gives this wise bird an even-more-realistic quality. Simple shapes cut from acrylic felt are used to create the eyes. Try experimenting with felt to create eyes with unique expressions for other animal hats, too.

sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 56 (70, 86, 103) yd (51 [64, 78.5, 94]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3 oz (85g), 145 yd (133m), in Oatmeal or Barley (A), and 8 (10, 12, 15) yd (7.5 [9, 11, 14]m) in Mustard (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 56 (70, 86, —) yd (51 [64, 78.5, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3 oz (85g), 145 yd (133m), in Oatmeal or Barley (A), and 44 (62, 84, —) yd (40 [56.5, 77, —]m) in Mustard (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Pair of black wiggle eyes, 25mm

Scrap of white felt for the eyes

Pair of yellow wiggle eyes, 7mm

Round glass bowl vase

[image: image]

OWL HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

CROWN TRIANGLE

With A and double-pointed needles, cast on 2 stitches.

Row 1: K1, kfb—3 stitches.

Row 2: K2, kfb—4 stitches.

Row 3: Knit to last stitch, kfb—1 stitch increased.

Repeat the last row 17 (21, 25, 29) times—22 (26, 30, 34) stitches.

Bind off all stitches and weave in end.

EARS (make 2)

With A and 2 double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 2 stitches.

Row 1: Knit.

Row 2: Knit to last stitch, kfb—3 stitches.

Row 3: Kfb, knit to end—4 stitches.

Row 4: Knit to last stitch, kfb—5 stitches.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Row 5: Kfb, knit to end—6 stitches.

Row 6: Knit to last stitch, kfb—7 stitches.

All sizes

Bind off all stitches, leaving 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing.

FINISH CROWN

Line up the Ears with the corners of the Crown Triangle along the bound-off edge. Using the outside tail, sew the edge of each Ear behind the Crown Triangle, up to the tip and down the other side, leaving both the bottom unsewn and the remaining tail for finishing.

Using the longest remaining tail and sewing across to the Ear, attach the Crown Triangle to the top of the hat, just in front of the center stitch. Sew across to the Ear. Sew the base of the Ear to the hat, propping up the corner of the Crown Triangle. Repeat on the other side.

Pull on the cast-on tail to slightly stretch the Crown Triangle, and sew the tip to the hat.

TOP BEAK

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 30 (34, 38, 42) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K7 (8, 9, 10) on 1st needle, k16 (18, 20, 22) on 2nd needle, k7 (8, 9, 10) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k7 (8, 9, 10) from 1st needle—16 (18, 20, 22) stitches on front needle and 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Round 2: Repeat Round 1—22 (26, 30, 34) stitches; 12 (14, 16, 18) stitches on front needle and 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on back needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Repeat last 3 rounds 1 (2, 2, 3) more times—14 (10, 14, 10) stitches; 8 (6, 8, 6) stitches on front needle and 6 (4, 6, 4) stitches on back needle.

Repeat Round 1 one (zero, one, zero) more time(s)—10 stitches; 6 stitches on front needle and 4 stitches on back needle.

Next round: K1, k2tog twice, k1; k2tog twice—6 stitches; 4 stitches on front needle and 2 stitches on back needle.

Next round: K2tog to end—3 stitches; 2 stitches on front needle and 1 stitch on back needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 3 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.
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BOTTOM BEAK

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 18 (22, 26, 30) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6, 7) on 1st needle, k10 (12, 14, 16) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6, 7) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6, 7) stitches from 1st needle—10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on front needle and 8 (10, 12, 14) stitches on back needle.

Decrease round: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Repeat decrease round 1 (2, 3, 4) more times—10 stitches; 6 stitches on front needle and 4 stitches on back needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog twice; repeat from * once—6 stitches; 4 stitches on front needle and 2 stitches on back needle.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—3 stitches; 2 stitches on front needle and 1 stitch on back needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 3 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

FINISH BEAK

    Sew the Top Beak following the directions for Beaks and Bills, pinching a prominent ridge only on the top side.

Sew the Bottom Beak in the same way as with the Top Beak, but pull the tail as tight as possible so that it closes up, like a roll-up bug, at the wide end.

Hot-glue the Bottom Beak into the Top Beak, which will hang over the edge slightly.

EYES

Using a 25mm wiggle eye as a guide, cut 2 circles out of white felt. Extract the plastic disks from each pair (black and yellow) of wiggle eyes. Hot-glue the black disk to the white felt, then hot-glue the yellow disk to the black disk.

FINISH OWL HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Pinch a ridge down the front of the Top Beak to find the center. Hot-glue only the Bottom Beak to the Hat, onto the tip of the Crown Triangle, and hold in place until it dries. Then glue the Top Beak, securing the pinch while holding it until it dries.

Glue each eye partially under the straight edge of the Crown Triangle and secure its placement by gluing the Crown Triangle to the eye.

OWL BOOTIES (make 2)

With B and using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) stitches from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, k3 (5, 7), and pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge.)

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 11 (14, 18) rounds.

Size Small only

Next round: K2, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Size Medium only

Next round: K1, ssk, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

MAKE TOES

Toe 1 (right)

Slip the last 2 stitches on the back needle onto a 3rd needle and use this 3rd needle to knit the first 2 stitches from the front needle.

    Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 4 rounds.

Cut yarn, leaving a 48" (122cm) long tail, and thread through the 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread long tail through to the bottom of the toe and sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for remaining toes—12 stitches remain unworked.

Toe 2 (left)

K2tog, ssk on front needle—2 stitches remaining.

Use a 3rd needle to knit last 2 stitches from front needle and to knit 2 stitches from back needle.

Work these 4 stitches on the 3rd needle as I-cord for 4 rounds.

Thread the long tail through all 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, thread tail through the toe, and sew a few stitches across the gap—6 stitches remain unworked; 2 on front needle and 4 on back needle.

Toe 3 (middle)

*K2tog, ssk on back needle—4 stitches; 2 on front needle and 2 on back needle.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 4 rounds. Thread the tail through all 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread tail through the toe. Check between toes to make sure there are no openings left unsewn. Weave in end.

NEWBORN OWL HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto double-pointed needles and join in the round as for Owl Booties.

Knit 20 rounds.

Make toes as for Owl Booties.
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Return to Owl project


[image: image]

Rabbit


rabbit

Expect lots of oohs and aahs when this little bunny hops out of your gift box. The Rabbit’s ears are picked up differently than other Gramminals’ in order to create a tubular base that can be stuffed with fiberfill. This technique creates absolutely adorable bent ears that can stand up on their own. The matching booties are an absolute riot, too!


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 75 (86, 115, 128) yd (68.5 [78.5, 105, 117]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 109 (137, 185, —) yd (100 [125, 169, —]m) / 1 (1, 2, —) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Polyester fiberfill

Styrofoam ball, 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Pink acrylic paint

Clear nail polish

Pink felt for tongue and for paw pads on booties and/or handsies

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

    Round glass bowl vase

Pair of solid black eyes, 12mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers
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RABBIT HAT

Make a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting 1 (2, 3, 4) stitch(es) from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 1 stitch. Continuing across the row, pick up 3 (3, 4, 4) more stitches, and pick up a 5th (5th, 6th, 6th) stitch on the row below. Transfer these stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 4 (4, 5, 5) stitches in the row below the row where you picked up the last stitch on the double-pointed needle. Pick up a 5th (5th, 6th, 6th) stitch 1 row above—10 (10, 12, 12) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on two needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 2 and 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K2, M1, k3; repeat from * for back needle—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches; 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 5 and 6: Knit.

Note: Stuff Ear with polyester fiberfill before continuing to next round.

Round 7: *K3, M1, k3 (3, 4, 4); repeat from * for back needle—14 (14, 16, 16) stitches; 7 (7, 8, 8) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 8 and 9: Knit.

Round 10: *K3 (3, 4, 4), M1, k4; repeat from * for back needle—16 (16, 18, 18) stitches; 8 (8, 9, 9) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 11 and 12: Knit.

Round 13: *K4, M1, k4 (4, 5, 5); repeat from * for back needle—18 (18, 20, 20) stitches; 9 (9, 10, 10) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 14 and 15: Knit.

Round 16: K4 (4, 5, 5), M1, k5; repeat from * for back needle—20 (20, 22, 22) stitches, 10 (10, 11, 11) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 17 and 18: Knit.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Next round: *K5, M1, k6; repeat from * for back needle—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round (decrease round): *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches; 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on each needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

Repeat last 3 rounds 2 (2, 3, 3) more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K1, k2tog, k1—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

CHEEKS

With a double-pointed needle and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, cast on 21 (21, 27, 27) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 8 (8, 12, 12) rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of row—14 (14, 18, 18) stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until 1 stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, and thread through the remaining stitch with blunt-end needle.

FINISH CHEEKS

Cut 2 pieces from the 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛" (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼" (6mm) leftover center disk.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

JAW

Using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 12 (12, 18, 18) stitches. Join to work in the round as follows: K3 (3, 4, 4) on 1st needle, k6 (6, 9, 9) stitches on 2nd needle, k3 (3, 5, 5) stitches on 3rd needle.

Using 3rd needle, k3 (3, 4, 4) stitches from 1st needle—6 (6, 9, 9) stitches on each needle.

Knit 2 (2, 4, 4) rounds.

Next round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—8 (8, 12, 12) stitches; 4 (4, 6, 6) on each needle.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—4 (4, 6, 6) stitches.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

    Follow directions for finishing Jaws.

FINISH RABBIT HAT

Paint the plastic nose with pink acrylic paint and let dry. Finish with a top coat of clear fingernail polish.

Cut a teardrop shape of pink felt and hot-glue it into the center of the Jaw. Hot-glue the plastic nose in between the Cheeks. Hot-glue the Jaw behind the Cheeks.

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Cheeks in place. Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue in place.
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RABBIT BOOTIES (make 2)

Using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) stitches on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) stitches on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) stitches on 3rd needle. Place free needle aside and use 3rd needle to knit 4 (5, 6) stitches from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 6) stitches.

Round 13: Purl.

Round 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, k3 (5, 7) and pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the top edge).

K8 (10, 12) over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—11 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2 (decrease round): Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 4 (11, 19) rounds.

SHAPE FOOT

Sizes Newborn (Small) only

Round 1: *K1, M1, knit to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (24) stitches; 10 (12) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 2 and 3: Knit.

Size Newborn only

Repeat Rounds 1–3 once more—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round: *K2, ssk, k4, k2tog, k2; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

MAKE TOES

Toe 1 (right)

Slip the last 3 stitches on the back needle onto a 3rd needle, then use this 3rd needle to knit the first 3 stitches from the front needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a 36" (91cm) tail, and thread through all 6 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread long tail to bottom of the toe and sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for remaining toes—14 stitches remain unworked; 7 stitches on each needle.

Toe 2 (left)

K4 on front needle, leaving 3 stitches unworked on front needle.

Use a 3rd needle to k3 remaining stitches on front needle and then k3 from the back needle.

Thread the long tail through all 6 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread tail through to bottom of the toe. Sew a few stitches in the gap as before—8 stitches remain unworked; 4 stitches on each needle.

Toe 3 (middle)

K4 from back needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

Thread the long tail through all 8 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread tail through the toe.

Check between toes to make sure there are no openings left unsewn. Weave in end.

FINISH RABBIT BOOTIES

From pink felt, cut a pair of paw pads and hot-glue to the bottom of Rabbit Booties.

NEWBORN RABBIT HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto double-pointed needles and join in the round as for Rabbit Booties.

Knit 13 rounds.

Shape foot and make toes as for Rabbit Booties.
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Return to Rabbit project
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Toad


toad

I have made this Gramminal in every shade of green that is available in Vanna’s Choice yarns, and I can honestly say that I have never met a green I didn’t like. My favorites are Olive and Sweet Pea, but don’t let that stop you from trying them all. Sometimes I turn him into a Frog Prince by making him a small, five-point crown based on the Elephant pattern.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 53 (67, 82, 99) yd (48.5 [61, 75, 90.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in color Olive or Sweet Pea [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 92, (121, 155, —) yd (84 [110.5, 141.5, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in same color [image: image]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Pair of cat eyes, 18mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks
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TOAD STITCH PATTERN (multiple of 6 stitches)

Rounds 1–3: Knit.

Round 4: *K5, [k1, p1, k1, p1] in the same stitch; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 5: *K5, [sl 3, k1, pass 3 stitches over]; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 6–8: Knit.

Round 9: K2, [k1, p1, k1, p1] in the same stitch, *k5, [k1, p1, k1, p1] in the same stitch; repeat from * to last 3 stitches, k3.

Round 10: K2, [sl 3, k1, pass 3 stitches over]; *k5, [sl 3, k1, pass 3 stitches over]; repeat from * to last 3 stitches, k3.

[image: image]

TOAD HAT

Knit cast on 54 (60, 66, 72) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Place marker and join to work in a round, being careful not to twist the stitches.

Knit 7 rounds.

Work 20 (25, 30, 35) rounds in Toad stitch pattern.

SHAPE CROWN

Note: Switch to double-pointed needles when necessary.

Round 1: *K4, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—45 (50, 55, 60) stitches.

Rounds 2 and 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K3, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—36 (40, 44, 48) stitches.

Round 5: K4 (1, 4, 1), [k1, p1, k1, p1] in the same stitch, *k7, [k1, p1, k1, p1] in the same stitch; repeat from * 2 (3, 3, 4) more times, k7 (6, 7, 6).

Round 6: K4 (1, 4, 1), [sl 3, k1, pass 3 stitches over], *k7, [sl 3, k1, pass 3 stitches over]; repeat from * 2 (3, 3, 4) more times, k7 (6, 7, 6).

Round 7: *K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—27 (30, 33, 36) stitches.

Round 8: Knit.

Round 9: K2tog 13 (15, 16, 18) times, k1 (0, 1, 0)—14 (15, 17, 18) stitches.

Round 10: K2tog 7 (7, 8, 9) times, k0 (1, 1, 0)—7 (8, 9, 9) stitches.

Cut yarn, leaving tail for closing. With blunt-end needle, thread tail through remaining stitches. Pull tightly and weave in end.

EYE SOCKET (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With crochet hook and starting at the 3rd (4th, 5th, 6th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 7 stitches. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 7 stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—14 stitches total.

Note: You will be working the eye socket on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 2–5: Knit.

Round 6: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—7 stitches.

Cut yarn, leaving tail for closing. Thread tail through remaining stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and secure.

FINISH TOAD HAT

Snip the posts off the cat eyes and hot-glue to the center of each Eye Socket.
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TOAD BOOTIES (make 2)

Using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2 (decrease round): Knit across front needle; k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 1 (7, 13) rows.

SHAPE FOOT

Round 1: *K4 (5, 6), M1, k4 (5, 6); repeat from * for back needle—18 (22, 26) stitches; 9 (11, 13) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: *K4 (5, 6), M1, k5 (6, 7); repeat from * for back needle—20 (24, 28) stitches; 10 (12, 14) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: *K5 (6, 7), M1, k5 (6, 7); repeat from * for back needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 11 (13, 15) stitches on each needle.

Round 4: *K5 (6, 7), M1, k6 (7, 8); repeat from * for back needle—24 (28, 32) stitches; 12 (14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: *K6 (7, 8), M1, k6 (7, 8); repeat from * for back needle—26 (30, 34) stitches; 13 (15, 17) stitches on each needle.

Round 6: *K6 (7, 8), M1, k7 (8, 9); repeat from * for back needle—28 (32, 36) stitches; 14 (16, 18) stitches on each needle.

Sizes Newborn (Small) only

Round 7: *K7 (8), M1, k7 (8); repeat from * for back needle—30 (34) stitches; 15 (17) stitches on each needle.

Round 8: *K7 (8), M1, k8 (9); repeat from * for back needle—32 (36) stitches; 16 (18) stitches on each needle.

Size Newborn only

Round 9: *K8, M1, k8; repeat from * for back needle—34 stitches; 17 stitches on each needle.

Round 10: *K8, M1, k9; repeat from * for back needle—36 stitches; 18 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round: K2, ssk twice, k3, M1, k3, ssk twice, k2; repeat on back needle—15 stitches on each needle.

FINISH END

Using the 3-needle method, bind off stitches in the last row in the following pattern, working the stitches on the front and back needles at the same time: K2, k2tog, k7, k2tog, k2.

Cut yarn and thread tail through remaining stitch with blunt-end needle. Weave in the end. Use the blunt-end needle to adjust the bound-off stitches at the corners and the center point to accentuate the webbed toes.

NEWBORN TOAD HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches and join in the round as for Toad Booties.

Knit 10 rounds.

Shape foot and finish end as for Toad Booties.
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Return to Toad project
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Monkey


monkey

The monkey is very, very special. Though not difficult to make, the construction varies from the other hats with a simple knitted I-cord knotted on top of the crown that looks great on either a Rolled-Brim or Earflap Hat. This Gramminal has a unique oval-shaped face with simple stitched features and matching booties with extra-long toes.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 57 (68, 74, 86) yd (52 [62, 67.5, 78.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Toffee (A), and 15 (15, 21, 21) yd (14 [14, 19, 19]m) in Honey (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 95 (123, 156, —) yd (87 [112.5, 142.5, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Toffee (A), and 15 (15, 21, —) yd (14 [14, 19, —]m) in Honey (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam egg, 2⅝ (2⅝, 2⅞, 2⅞)" × 31/16” (6.5 [6.5, 7.5]cm × 8cm)

Serrated knife

Pair of solid black or animal eyes, 12mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Scrap of black yarn for mouth

Round glass bowl vase



[image: ]
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MONKEY HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

TOP CURL

With A, a double-pointed needle, and leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, cast on 3 stitches.

    Work these 3 stitches as I-cord until it measures approximately 5" (12.5cm) long.

Cut yarn, thread through all 3 stitches with blunt-end needle, and pull tight. Weave in end, leaving tail for finishing.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 14th (16th, 18th, 20th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 6 stitches along the top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 6 stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—12 stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: *K1, M1, k4, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K1, M1, k6, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Round 5: Knit.

Round 6: *K1, k2tog, k4, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Round 7: Knit.

Round 8: *K1, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Round 9: *K1, k2tog twice, k1; repeat from * for back needle—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a tail for finishing, and thread through remaining 8 stitches with blunt-end needle. With the tail, sew a few stitches across the opening so the finished edge is straight. Weave in ends.

EYE SOCKET (make 2)

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 11 (11, 14, 14) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 4 (4, 6, 6) rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until only the 1st stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail, and thread through the remaining stitch, leaving both tails for finishing.

SNOUT

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 39 (39, 45, 45) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K9 (9, 10, 10) on 1st needle, k21 (21, 24, 24) on 2nd needle, k9 (9, 11, 11) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k9 (9, 10, 10) from 1st needle—21 (21, 24, 24) stitches on front needle and 18 (18, 21, 21) stitches on back needle.

Knit 5 (5, 7, 7) rounds.

Next round:*K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—26 (26, 30, 30) stitches; 14 (14, 16, 16) stitches on front needle, 12 (12, 14, 14) stitches on back needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

Next round:*K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—13 (13, 15, 15) stitches; 7 (7, 8, 8) stitches on front needle, 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on back needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 13 (13, 15, 15) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

FINISH SNOUT

Cut the Styrofoam egg in half crosswise, and set the round end aside for future projects. Stand the other piece with the pointy side up and cut it in half again, this time through the point. When you lay these two pieces side by side, they create an oval shape.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Snout, following the directions for Simple Snouts.

FINISH MONKEY HAT

Sew the Eye Sockets just behind the finished edge of the Snout, shaping them into curves that meet in the middle. Snip posts off the eyes and hot-glue into the Eye Sockets.

Sew the Monkey’ mouth and V-shaped nose, following photo, beginning with the stitches between the two pieces of Styrofoam, and ending at the same place (see Stitching a Mouth).

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Snout and Eye Sockets in place.

Using the cast-on tail, sew the Top Curl to the center of the top of the hat, and tie into a loose, simple knot.

MONKEY BOOTIES (make 2)

Using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds in stockinette stitch.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS):Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS):Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10:Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11:Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12:Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13:Purl.

Row 14:Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 11 (14, 18) rounds.

Size Small only

Next round: *K2, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Size Medium only

Next round:*K1, ssk, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

MAKE TOES

Note: Outer toes are worked first.

Toe 1 (far right)

Slip the last 2 stitches on the back needle onto a 3rd needle, and use this 3rd needle to knit the first 2 stitches from the front needle.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 5 rounds.

Cut yarn, leaving a 60" (152.5cm) tail, and thread through all 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the bottom of the toe and sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for remaining toes—12 stitches remain unworked.

Toe 2 (far left)

Knit 4, leaving 2 stitches unworked on front needle.

Use a 3rd needle to knit the last 2 stitches from the front needle and first 2 stitches from the back needle.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 5 rounds.

Thread the long tail through all 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread tail through the toe and sew a few stitches across the gap as before—8 stitches remain unworked.

Toe 3 (inner right)

K4 on back needle.

Slip the last 2 stitches on the back needle to a 3rd needle, and use this 3rd needle to knit 2 stitches from the front needle.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 5 rounds.

Thread the long tail through all 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly, and thread tail through the toe and sew a few stitches across the gap as before—4 stitches remain unworked.

Toe 4 (inner left)

K2 from front needle, k2 from back needle.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 5 rounds.

Thread the long tail through remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

Toe-Thumb (work on both booties, opposite sides)

Starting 6 stitches below the base of the outside toe and using a double-pointed needle, pick up 2 stitches. Turn work and pick up 2 corresponding stitches on the back side in the adjacent row.

Work these 4 stitches as I-cord for 5 rounds.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

[image: ]

NEWBORN MONKEY HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto a double-pointed needle and join in the round as for Monkey Booties.

Knit 20 rounds.

Make toes as for Monkey Booties.
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Return to Monkey project
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Fish


fish

This hat came to life simply because Vanna’s Choice yarn comes in a color called Goldfish! I highly recommend that this hat be worn sideways so it can be admired fully, even when your child is in a stroller or car seat. And don’t be surprised if your little one draws funny comments from complete strangers. As my husband likes to say, “Hey! Who put that fish on your head?”


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 71 (85, 102, 119) yd (65 [78, 93.5, 109]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Goldfish [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 115 (145, 181, —) yd (105 [133, 165.5, —]m) / 1, (1, 2, —) ball(s) Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Goldfish [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Stitch holder

Polyester fiberfill

Round glass bowl vase

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Pair of solid black eyes, 12mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers
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FISH HAT

Knit a Rolled-Brim Hat.

TAIL

Using double-pointed needles and leaving an 8" (20.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (4, 5, 5) stitches on needle 1, k4 (4, 5, 5) stitches on needle 2.

Rounds 1–3: Knit.

Round 4: *K1, M1, k to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches; 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 3 more times—24 (24, 26, 26) stitches; 12 (12, 13, 13) stitches on each needle.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Next round: *K6, M1, k7; repeat from * for back needle—28 (28) stitches; 14 (14) stitches on each needle.

FIN TIP 1

Round 1: K1, M1, k5 (5, 6, 6), transfer last 6 (6, 7, 7) front needle stitches onto stitch holder, transfer first 6 (6, 7, 7) back needle stitches onto stitch holder, k5 (5, 6, 6), M1, k1—14 (14, 16, 16) stitches; 7 (7, 8, 8) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: K5 (5, 6, 6), ssk, k2tog, k5 (5, 6, 6)—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches; 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: K4 (4, 5, 5), ssk, k2tog, k4 (4, 5, 5)—10 (10, 12, 12) stitches; 5 (5, 6, 6) stitches on each needle.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Round 4: K4, ssk, k2tog, k4—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round: *K2tog, k1, ssk; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K1, ssk, k2tog, k1—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a 48 (48, 60, 60)" (122 [122, 152.5, 152.5]cm) tail and thread through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the bottom front stitch of the Fin Tip. Sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for remaining Fin Tips.

FIN TIP 2

Slip the first 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches from stitch holder onto a double-pointed needle (back), then slip the last 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches from stitch holder onto 2nd double-pointed needle (front).

Round 1: K5 (5, 6, 6), M1, k2, M1, k5 (5, 6, 6)—14 (14, 16, 16) stitches; 7 (7, 8, 8) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: K2tog, k10 (10, 12, 12), ssk—12 (12, 14, 14) stitches; 6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: K2tog, k8 (8, 10, 10), ssk—10 (10, 12, 12) stitches; 5 (5, 6, 6) stitches on each needle.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Round 4: K2tog, k8, ssk—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round: *K2tog, k1, ssk; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K2tog, k2, ssk—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread tail through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

TOP FIN

Using double-pointed needles and leaving a 12 (12, 14, 14)" (30.5 [30.5, 35.5, 35.5])cm tail for finishing, knit cast on 32 (36, 40, 44) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K16 (18, 20, 22) stitches on front needle; k16 (18, 20, 22) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: K1, k2tog, knit to the last stitch on front needle M1, k1; k1, M1, knit to the last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1.

Round 2: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—30 (34, 38, 42) stitches; 15 (17, 19, 21) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Repeat Round 1.

Round 4: Repeat Round 2—28 (32, 36, 40) stitches; 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: K1, k2tog twice, knit to last 3 stitches on front needle, k2tog, k1; k1, k2tog, knit to last 5 stitches on back needle, k2tog twice, k1—22 (26, 30, 34) stitches; 11 (13, 15, 17) stitches on each needle.

Round 6: K1, k2tog twice, knit to last 5 stitches on back needle, k2tog twice, k1—18 (22, 26, 30) stitches; 9 (11, 13, 15) stitches on each needle.

Round 7: Knit.

Round 8: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—14 (18, 22, 26) stitches; 7 (9, 11, 13) stitches on each needle.

Repeat the last round 1 (2, 3, 4) times—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K1, k2tog, k2 on front needle; k2, k2tog, k1 on back needle—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Last round: K1, k2tog, k1 on front needle; k1, k2tog, k1—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

FACE

Using double-pointed needles and leaving a 12 (14, 16, 18)" (30.5 [35.5, 40.5, 45.5]cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 40 (44, 48, 52) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K20 (22, 24, 26) stitches on front needle, k20 (22, 24, 26) stitches on back needle.

Decrease round: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—36 (40, 44, 48) stitches; 18 (20, 22, 24) stitches on each needle.

Repeat decrease round 7 (8, 9, 10) more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K1, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k1—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving tail for finishing.

FINISH TAIL

Stuff the base of the tail with polyester fiberfill, and thread the cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle. Sew into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the first bar from the outside and pulling yarn through. Continue by inserting the needle under the next bar, tightening as you go, until all the cast-on bars have been sewn. Pull to form a nice finished edge on the front and a flat ledge underneath the base that will easily attach to the hat.

FINISH FACE AND TOP FIN

Thread the cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle and hold the Face or Top Fin with the purl side facing you. Sew into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the first bar from the outside and pulling yarn through. Tighten as you sew, just enough to create a nice finished edge on the front of the Face, and a flat ledge underneath that will easily attach to the hat. Weave in end, and stuff lightly with polyester fiberfill.

FINISH FISH HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Run a bead of hot glue around the flat edges of the Face that will make contact with the hat and hold it in place until it dries. Repeat for the Fin and Tail. Snip the posts on the eyes and glue in place.

Note: If you feel your Face or Top Fin needs a little more stuffing after it has been attached to the hat, add more fiberfill by rolling small pieces into balls and poking them through from the outside with the tip of a double-pointed needle.
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FISH BOOTIES (make 2)

Using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10:Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11:Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12:Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13:Purl.

Row 14:Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle; k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 8 (10, 12) rounds.

SHAPE TAIL

Round 1: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 (16, 20) stitches; 6 (8, 10) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 1 (2, 3) more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

TAIL FINS

Round 1: *K1, M1, knit to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 3 more times—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

Fin 1

Round 1: K1, M1, k5, transfer last 6 front stitches onto stitch holder, transfer first 6 back stitches onto stitch holder, K5, M1, K1—14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Round 2: K5, ssk, k2tog, k5—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Round 3: K4, ssk, k2tog, k4—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Round 4: *K2tog, k1, ssk; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Round 5: K1, ssk, k2tog, k1—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a 48" (122cm) tail and thread through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle.

Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the front bottom stitch of the Fin Tip. Sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for Fin 2.

 


» After designing the Goldfish hat, I couldn’t resist adding the tail fin to the end of the booties. When I showed them to my daughter, Jessica, I asked her with some concern, “Have I taken this too far?”

First she laughed out loud, and then, still giggling, she said, “No way, Mom, not for babies that don’t even walk yet!”



Fin 2

Slip the first 6 stitches from stitch holder onto a double-pointed needle (back), then slip the last 6 stitches from stitch holder onto 2nd double-pointed needle (front).

Round 1: K5, M1, k2, M1, k5—14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Round 2: K2tog, k10, ssk—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Round 3: K2tog, k8, ssk—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Round 4: *K2tog, k1, ssk; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Round 5: K2tog, k2, ssk—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread tail through the remaining 4 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.




[image: ]

Lion


lion

Inspired by the mascot on the Lion Brand Yarn label, this hat looks incredibly realistic from every angle. He has the most delightful profile and looks great whether he is coming or going—he even looks great worn backward! Each double-loop stitch uses seven times more yarn than a regular knit stitch and requires a multistep process. But—oh!—is it ever worth the time and trouble to learn.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 95 (123, 154, 189) yd (87 [112.5, 141, 173]m) / 1 (1, 1, 2) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Mustard (A), and 1½ yd (1.4m) in Lamb (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 133 (175, 226, —) yd (121.5 [160, 206.5, —]m) / 1 (2, 2, —) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Mustard (A), and 1½ yd (1.4m) in Lamb (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 1½" (3.8cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Scrap of black yarn for mouth

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 21mm

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of animal eyes, 15mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Dark brown felt for paw pads on booties and/or handsies (see Felt Templates)



SPECIAL STITCHES

Double-Loop Knit

Knit into the next stitch, leaving it on the needle. Bring the yarn forward between the newly created loop on the right needle and the original stitch on the left needle. Place your right thumb on the right needle and wrap the yarn over and around your thumb twice.

With thumb still wrapped, move yarn back between needles and knit into the same stitch as before, this time dropping it off as usual—2 stitches on right needle.

Pass 1st stitch over 2nd stitch, leaving 1 stitch to lock loop in place.

Single-Loop Knit

Work as for Double-Loop Knit, but wrap yarn around thumb only once.

DLk2tog

Knit 2 stitches together while making a double loop.

SLk2tog

Knit 2 stitches together while making a single loop.
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LION HAT

Knit cast on 54 (60, 66, 72) stitches.

Row 1: Purl.

Place marker and join to work in the round, being careful not to twist stitches.

Rounds 1 and 3: Knit.

Round 2 and 4: Purl.

Round 5 (decrease round): *Double-loop knit 7 (8, 9, 10), DLk2tog; repeat from * to end of round—48 (54, 60, 66) stitches.

Round 6: Knit.

Round 7: Double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 8: Knit.

SHAPE FACE OPENING

Round 1: Double-loop knit 5 (7, 9, 11), k12, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 2 and all even rounds: Knit.

Round 3: Double-loop knit 4 (6, 8, 10), k14, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 5: Double-loop knit 3 (5, 7, 9), k16, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 7: Double-loop knit 2 (4, 6, 8), k18, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 9: Double-loop knit 1 (3, 5, 7), k20, double-loop knit to end of round.

Sizes Small (Medium, Large) only

Round 11: Double-loop knit 2 (4, 6), k22, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 13: Double-loop knit 1 (3, 5), k24, double-loop knit to end of round.

Sizes Medium (Large) only

Round 15: Double-loop knit 2 (4), k26, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 17: Double-loop knit 1 (3), k28, double-loop knit to end of round.

Size Large only

Round 19: Double-loop knit 2, k30, double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 21: Double-loop knit 1, k32, double-loop knit to end of round.

SHAPE TOP

Note: Switch to double-pointed needles when necessary.

Round 1: K22 (26, 30, 34), double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 2: *K4, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—40 (45, 50, 55) stitches.

Round 3: K19 (22, 25, 29), double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 4: *K3, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—32 (36, 40, 44) stitches.

Round 5: K16 (18, 20, 24), double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 6: *K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—24 (27, 30, 33) stitches.

Round 7: K12 (14, 15, 19), double-loop knit to end of round.

Round 8: SLk2tog to last 0 (1, 0, 1) stitch, single-loop knit 0 (1, 0, 1)—12 (14, 15, 17) stitches.

Round 9: SLk2tog to last 0 (0, 1, 1) stitch, single-loop knit 0 (0, 1, 1)—6 (7, 8, 9) stitches.

Cut yarn, leaving a tail. With a blunt-end needle, thread tail through the remaining 6 (7, 8, 9) stitches. Pull tightly and weave in end.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and working from the center to the side, pick up 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches in the top row of the face opening, where the ear will be. Transfer to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: *K1, M1, knit to last stitch on front needle, M1, K1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (20, 24, 24) stitches; 10 (10, 12, 12) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Round 4: *K1, k2tog, k to last 3 stitches on front needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches; 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds once (once, twice, twice) more—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog twice, k1; repeat from * for back needle—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a tail for closing, and thread tail through the remaining 8 stitches with blunt-end needle. Using your ending tail, sew a few stitches across the opening to create a straight finished edge.

CHEEKS

With B, one double-pointed needle, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, cast on 21 stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 8 rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—14 stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all stitches over the 1st until only the 1st stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, and thread through the remaining stitch.

FINISH CHEEKS

Cut 2 pieces from the 1½" (3.8cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛ (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼" (6mm) leftover center disk.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

NOSE TRIANGLE

With A, double-pointed needles, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 24 stitches. Join to work in the round as follows: K6 on 1st needle, k12 on 2nd needle, k6 on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 from 1st needle—12 stitches each needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: *K1, k2tog, k to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Rounds 4–9: Repeat last 2 rounds 3more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Round 10: *K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * to end of round—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

Follow directions for finishing Nose Triangles.

FINISH LION HAT

Sew the Lion’s mouth on the Cheeks, following the photo, beginning and ending the line of stitches where the plastic nose will be placed (see Stitching a Mouth).

Hot-glue the black plastic nose above the mouth and the knitted Nose Triangle behind the Cheeks, making sure that the triangle bulges in the center.

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Nose Triangle and Cheeks into the face opening. Snip the post off the animal eyes and glue in place on either side of the top of the Nose Triangle.
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LION BOOTIES (make 2)

Using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 1 (7, 15) round(s).

SHAPE FOOT

Round 1: *K1, M1, knit to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (24, 28) stitches; 10 (12, 14) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 2 and 3: Knit.

Repeat last 3 rounds 2 (1, 0) more time(s)—28 stitches; 14 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K2, ssk, k6, k2tog, k2; repeat from * for back needle—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

MAKE TOES

Note: Outer toes are worked first.

Toe 1 (right)

Slip the last 3 stitches on the back needle onto a 3rd needle, then use this 3rd needle to knit the first 3 stitches from the front needle.

Cut yarn, leaving a 42" (106.5cm) tail, and thread through all 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread long tail through to the bottom of the Toe and sew a few stitches across in the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for remaining toes—18 stitches remain unworked.

Toe 2 (far left)

On front needle, k6 leaving 3 stitches unworked on front needle.

Use a 3rd needle to knit last 3 stitches from the front needle and k3 stitches from the back needle.

Thread the long tail through all 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread tail through to the bottom of the Toe—12 stitches remain unworked. Sew a few stitches in the gap as before.

Toe 3 (inner right)

K6 on back needle.

Slip the last 3 stitches on the back needle onto a 3rd needle.

Slip the first 3 stitches on front needle onto a 4th needle.

Knit 2 rounds on needles 3 and 4.

Thread the long tail through all 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread tail through to the bottom of the Toe—6 stitches remain unworked. Sew a few stitches in the gap as before.

Toe 4 (inner left)

Knit 2 rounds.

Thread the long tail through all 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and thread tail through to the bottom of the Toe.

Check between toes to make sure there are no openings left unsewn. Weave in end.

FINISH LION BOOTIES

Cut a pair of paw pads from dark brown felt and hot-glue to the bottom of Lion Booties.
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NEWBORN LION HANDSIES (make 2)

Knit cast on 16 stitches onto a double-pointed needle and join in the round as for Lion Booties.

Knit 10 rounds.

Round 11: K1, M1, knit to last stitch, M1, k1; repeat on back needle.

Rounds 12 and 13: Knit.

Repeat rounds 11–14 twice more—14 stitches on each needle.

Next round: K2, ssk, k6, k2tog, k2; repeat on back needle—12 stitches on each needle.

Shape foot and make toes as for Lion Booties.



[image: ]

Return to Lion project
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Elephant


elephant

My nephew Nicholas loved Babar books as a young boy. When he and his wife, Adriane, announced that they were expecting their second child, Elliott, I designed this Gramminal for the newborn. To make sure his big brother felt special, I made him an even better hat, with a double-bend trunk, tusks, and a crown, so he would be the “King of the Elephants.” Dad thought they were “the cutest things ever,” but Oliver, just turning two, fell madly in love with his, and I saw firsthand for the first time, how truly and dearly a Gramminal can be loved.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

    13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)"(34.5–40.5–[39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 82 (97, 114, 132) yd (75 [88.5, 104, 120.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Silver Grey (A), 18½ (21, 23½, 26) yd (17 [19, 21.5, 24,]m) in Mustard (B, optional), and 3 (3, 3, 3) yd (3 [3, 3, 3]m) in White (C, optional) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 131 (169, 207, —) yd (120 [154.5, 189.5, —]m) / 1 (1, 2, —) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’ Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Silver Grey (A), 18½ (21, 23½, 26) yd (17 [19, 21.5, 24,]m) in Mustard (B, optional), and 8 (9, 9, —) yd (7.5 [8, 8, —]m) in White (C) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Polyester fiberfill

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (9, 12, 12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Styrofoam ball, 2 (2½, 2½, 2½)" (5 [6.5, 6.5]cm) in diameter, for booties

Serrated knife
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ELEPHANT HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting from the 8th (9th, 10th, 11th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches along the top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 14 (16, 18, 20) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—28 (32, 36, 40) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: *K1, M1, k to the last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—32 (36, 40, 44) stitches; 16 (18, 20, 22) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Repeat Round 2—36 (40, 44, 48) stitches; 18 (20, 22, 24) stitches on each needle.

Round 4: Knit.

Round 5: K1, M1, knit to last stitch of back needle, M1, k1—38 (42, 46, 50) stitches; 19 (21, 23, 25) stitches on each needle.

Round 6: Knit to last 2 stitches of front needle, k2tog twice, knit to end of round—36 (40, 44, 48) stitches; 18 (20, 22, 24) stitches on each needle.

Round 7: K1, M1, knit to last 2 stitches of front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to last stitch of back needle, M1, k1.

Round 8: Knit to last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to end of round—34 (38, 42, 46) stitches; 17 (19, 21, 23) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 9 and 10: Work Round 8 twice more—30 (34, 38, 42) stitches; 15 (17, 19, 21) stitches on each needle.

Round 11: *K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches on needle, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—26 (30, 34, 38) stitches; 13 (15, 17, 19) stitches on each needle.

Round 12: Knit to last 4 stitches on front needle, k2tog twice; k2tog twice, knit to end of round—22 (26, 30, 34) stitches; 11 (13, 15, 17) stitches on each needle.

Round 13: Repeat Round 12—18 (22, 26, 30) stitches; 9 (11, 13, 15) stitches on each needle.

 


» The Elephant is very near and dear to my heart—not only because he was the Grand Prize Winner of the 2012 Vanna’s Choice Contest but also because the elephant is the official mascot of the USS Alabama. Roll Tide!



Round 14: K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches, k2tog—16 (20, 24, 28) stitches; 8 (10, 12, 14) stitches on each needle.

Round 15: Knit.

Round 16 (decrease round): *K2tog, knit to the last 2 stitches on needle, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—12 (16, 20, 24) stitches; 6 (8, 10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Round 17: K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches, k2tog—10 (14, 18, 22) stitches; 5 (7, 9, 11) stitches on each needle.

Repeat Round 16 (decrease round) 0 (1, 2, 3) time(s) more—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle. Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 10 stitches with blunt-end needle. With tail, sew a few stitches across the opening, creating a straight finished edge.
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    TRUNK

Using double-pointed needles and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 21 stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 on 1st needle, k12 on 2nd needle, k5 on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 from 1st needle—12 stitches on front needle, 9 stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—14 stitches; 8 stitches on front needle, 6 stitches on back needle.

Round 3: K7, wrap and turn, p6, wrap and turn, k6, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k6.

Round 4: Knit wrap together with the 1st stitch, k5, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k7.

Round 5: K1, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k12.

Rounds 6–8: Repeat Rounds 3–5.

Round 9: K2, k2tog twice, k3, k2tog twice, k1—10 stitches; 6 stitches on front needle, 4 stitches on back needle.

Round 10: K5, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k4.

Round 11: Knit wrap together with the 1st stitch, k3, wrap and turn, p2, wrap and turn, k2, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k5.

Round 12: K1, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k8.

Rounds 13–15: Repeat Rounds 10–12.

Note: If you are making a Single-Bend Trunk, skip to Round 19.

Double-Bend Trunk only (as seen on Elephant Hat with Crown)

Round 16: K1 and slip that stitch onto the back needle. With a 3rd needle, k4—1 stitch remaining on front needle. With a 4th needle, knit 1 remaining stitch, k4, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with the next stitch.

Round 17: K4, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k3, wrap and turn, p2, wrap and turn, k2, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k1.

Round 18: K5, knit wrap together with the next stitch, k4.

Both Trunk Styles

Rounds 19 and 20: Knit.

Round 21: Bind off 9 stitches—1 stitch remains.

Cut yarn, leaving 8" (20.5cm) tail for sewing, pull thread through the remaining stitch with a blunt-end needle.

FINISH TRUNK

Stuff Trunk lightly with polyester fiberfill. Thread the cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle and hold the Trunk with the base facing you. Sew into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the 1st bar from the outside and pulling yarn through. Continue by inserting the needle under the next bar tightening as you go, until all of the cast-on bars have been sewn. Pull to form a nice finished edge on the outside of the Trunk and a flat ledge underneath the base of the Trunk that will easily attach to the hat. Weave in end.

Using the ending tail, sew through the inside loops of the bind-off edge to finish the top of the Trunk.

TUSKS (make 2)

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 6 (8, 8, 8) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 2 rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Next row (RS): K2tog 3 (3, 4, 4) times—3 (3, 4, 4) stitches.

    Work these 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches as I-cord for 4 rounds.

Sizes Small, Medium, and Large only

Next round:K2tog twice in I-cord—2 stitches.

All sizes

Cut yarn, thread tail through remaining stitches with blunt-end needle, pull tightly, and weave in end.

With cast-on tail, create a finished edge by sewing into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the 1st bar from the outside and pulling through. Sew the first 3 rows closed at the base of the trunk. Weave in end.

CROWN

Notes: Crown is worked back and forth in rows. The finished Crown has 7 (8, 9, 10) points.

With B, knit cast on 3 stitches.

Row 1: Knit.

Row 2: K2, kfb—4 stitches.

Row 3: Kfb, k3—5 stitches.

Row 4: K4, kfb—6 stitches.

Row 5: Kfb, k5—7 stitches.

Row 6: K6, kfb—8 stitches

Row 7: Bind off 5 stitches, 1 stitch remains on the needle, k2—3 stitches.

Row 8: Knit.

Repeat Rows 1–8 above 12 (14, 16, 18) more times, until you have made 13 (15, 17, 19) points.

Repeat Rows 1–6.

Bind off all stitches. Cut yarn, leaving a tail for sewing, and pull through the remaining stitch.

Fold Crown in half and sew up and down the points at the top, making a double-thick Crown. Lightly stuff each point with fiberfill.

Note: If you elect to sew the Crown to the top of the hat, sew around the inside edge first, then the outside edge ½" (13mm) farther out.

FINISH ELEPHANT HAT

Trim the post from the back of the eyes. Stretch the hat on round glass vase and hot-glue the Elephant’ Trunk, then glue on the eyes above the Trunk, and glue the Tusks on either side of the base of the Trunk.
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ELEPHANT BOOTIES (make 2)

With A and using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) stitches from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the top edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle; k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 11 (15, 19) rounds.

Purl 1 round.

Knit 2 (1, 1, 1) rounds.

Size Small only

Next round:*K2, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Size Medium only

Next round:*K1, ssk, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next round:*K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Last round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FOOT (make 2)

With A, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 10" (25.5cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 16 (20, 20) stitches.

Row 1 (RS): *Kfb; repeat from * to end of row—32 (40, 40) stitches.

Row 2 (WS): Purl.

Join to work in the round as follows: K8 (12, 12) on 1st needle, k16 (20, 20) on 2nd needle, k8 onto 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k8 (12, 12) from 1st needle—16 (20, 20) stitches on the front needle and 16 (20, 20) stitches on the back needle.

Note: When changing colors in first 3 rounds, twist the working yarn around the nonworking yarn to secure. After working Round 1, it is helpful to cut B, leaving a 60" (75", 75") (155.5 [190.5, 190.5]cm) tail to continue knitting.

Rounds 1–3: * K1 with A, k3 with B; repeat from * to end of round.

Cut B and knot cast-on and ending tails together.

Round 4: With A, *k1, k3tog; repeat from * to end of round—16 (20, 20) stitches.

Knit 2 (4, 4) rounds.

Final round: K2tog to end—8 (10, 10) stitches.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 8 (10, 10) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH ELEPHANT BOOTIES

Cut the Styrofoam ball in half. Thread cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle and hold Foot with the purl side facing you. Place one half of the Styrofoam ball into the purl side, centering the flat side of the Styrofoam against the knit base. Close the opening by sewing into the cast-on bar by inserting blunt-end needle under the 1st bar from the outside and pulling through tightly. Continue sewing the cast-on bars until ball has been closed in as tightly as possible. Weave in end. (See Snouts.) Run a bead of hot glue around the inside of the flat edge of the bootie and attach to the Foot.

    [image: ]
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Return to Elephant project
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Panda


panda

I have lost track of how many times people have asked me to knit this design. Pandas are universally beloved, and you will definitely get a few requests of your own! Unlike the Bear, the Panda’s ears have a straight edge, created by a special bind-off technique. To make sure that both ears finish the same, you will pick up each ear starting on the same side of the hat.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 56 (68, 84, 100) yd (51 [62, 77, 91.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White (A), and 14 yd (12.8m) in Black (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 59 (71, 87, —) yd (54 [65, 80, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White (A), and 47 (63, 83, —) yd (43 [57.5, 76, —]m) in Black (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 2 (2, 2½, 2½)" (5, [5, 6.5, 6.5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Scrap of black yarn for mouth

Pair of animal eyes, 12mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 21mm

Round glass bowl vase



[image: ]

PANDA HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and B, start at the 4th stitch from the center of the top of the hat and pick up 4 stitches. Transfer to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 4 stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—8 stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Note: When picking up for the 2nd ear, pick up 4 stitches, starting 8 stitches from the center and ending 4 stitches from the center.

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K2, M1, k2; repeat from * for back needle—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Round 4: *K1, M1, k3, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Round 5: *K3, M1, k4; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Round 6: *K1, M1, k6, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Round 7: *K5, M1, k5; repeat from * for back needle—22 stitches; 11 stitches on each needle.

Round 8: *K5, M1, k6; repeat from * for back needle—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

Round 9: Knit.

Round 10: *K1, k2tog, k6, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Round 11: *K1, k2tog, k4, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Round 12: *K1, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Bind off by knitting into both stitches on the front and back needle at the same time like for a 3-needle bind-off, passing the 1st knitted stitch on the right needle over the 2nd knitted stitch on the right needle.

Weave in end.

SNOUT

With A, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 30 (30, 33, 33) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 7, 7) on 1st needle, k18 on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 7, 7) from 1st needle—18 stitches on front needle; 12 (12, 15, 15) stitches on back needle.

Knit 3 (3, 5, 5) rounds.

Round 1: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—20 (20, 22, 22) stitches; 12 stitches on front needle, 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on back needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—10 (10, 11, 11) stitches; 6 stitches on front needle, 4 (4, 5, 5) stitches on back needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 10 (10, 11, 11) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH SNOUT

Cut the Styrofoam ball in half.

    Enclose a Styrofoam half into knit Snout, following the directions for Simple Snouts.

EYE PATCH (make 2)

With B, one double-pointed needle, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail, knit cast on 10 stitches.

Row 1: Knit.

Rows 2–5: Beginning with a right-side row, work 4 rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until only the 1st stitch remains. Cut yarn, and thread through the remaining stitch.

Thread the cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle and hold the Eye Patch purl side up. Sew into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the bar from the outside and pulling through. Pull tight to create a finished edge on the knit side.

FINISH PANDA HAT

Sew the Panda’s mouth, following photo, beginning and ending the line of stitches where the nose will be placed (see Stitching a Mouth).

Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue them high up on the Eye Patches.

    With a double-pointed needle, make a hole in the center of the Snout to fit the post on the back of the plastic nose. Hot-glue the nose into and around the hole, making sure that the hot glue bonds the yarn to the back of the nose (see Plastic Animal Noses).

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Attach the Snout with hot glue. Hot-glue the Eye Patches on either side of the Snout.

[image: ]

PANDA BOOTIES (make 2)

With B and using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 9 (14, 17) rounds.

Size Newborn only

Next round: *K2, M1, k4, M1, k2; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches each needle.

Size Medium only

Next round: *K2, k2tog, k2, ssk, k2; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches each needle.

All sizes

Next round: K18, leaving 2 stitches remaining unworked on back needle. Do not cut B.

MAKE CLAWS

Note: Outer claws are worked first.

Claw 1 (far right)

With A and a 3rd needle, k2tog on back needle (the remaining 2 unworked stitches), then k2tog from front needle.

    Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut A, leaving 4" (10cm) tail, and thread through 2 stitches with blunt-end needle.

Claw 2 (far left)

With B, k6 on front needle, leaving 2 stitches remaining unworked.

With A and 3rd needle, k2tog on front needle (the remaining 2 unworked stitches), then k2tog on back needle.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut A, leaving 4" (10cm) tail, and thread through 2 stitches with blunt-end needle.

Claw 3 (inner right)

With B, k4 on back needle, leaving 2 stitches remaining unworked.

With A and 3rd needle, k2tog on back needle (the remaining 2 unworked stitches), then k2tog on front needle.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut A, leaving 4" (10cm) tail, and thread through 2 stitches with blunt-end needle.

Claw 4 (inner left)

With B, k2 on front needle, leaving 2 stitches remaining unworked.

With A and 3rd needle, k2tog on front needle (the remaining 2 stitches), then k2tog on back needle.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut A, leaving 4" (10cm) tail, and thread through 2 stitches with blunt-end needle.

Claw 5(middle)

With B, k2 on back needle. Cut B, leaving 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing.

With A, and a 3rd needle, k2tog twice.

Work these 2 stitches as I-cord for 2 rounds.

Cut A, leaving 4" (10cm) tail, and thread through 2 stitches with blunt-end needle.

FINISH PANDA BOOTIES

With 12" (30.5cm) tail of B, close any openings between claws.

Turn bootie inside out and tie all the loose ends of A together with double or triple knots.

Trim ends to ¼" (6mm).
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NEWBORN PANDA HANDSIES (make 2)

With A, knit cast on 16 stitches onto a double-pointed needle and join in the round as for Panda Booties.

Knit 18 rounds.

Next round: K2, M1, k4, M1, k2—10 stitches each needle.

Next round: K18, leaving 2 stitches unworked on back needle.

Make claws as for Panda Booties.
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Turtle


turtle

    This hat is a showstopper, featuring a fun-to-knit stitch pattern on its shell and a little bit of easy color work. It’s the cutest introduction to stranded color knitting ever. Don’t be surprised to see your child dragging the Turtle around the house by its flipper and playing with the hat as though it were a stuffed animal. With extra-special details (including a tail), it’s practically a toy!


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 15 (23, 32, 42) yd (14 [21, 29.5, 38.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Aqua (A), 38 (38, 41, 41) yd (34.5 [34.5, 37.5, 37.5]m) / 1 ball in Sweet Pea (B), and 29 (32, 36, 39) yd (26.5 [29.5, 33, 35.5]m) / 1 ball in Kelly Green (C)[image: ]

For hat and booties set: 15 (23, 32, —) yd (14 [21, 29.5, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Aqua (A), 72 (89, 108, —) yd (66 [81.5, 99, —]m) / 1 ball in Sweet Pea (B), and 29 (32, 36, —) yd (26.5 [29.5, 33, —]m) / 1 ball in Kelly Green (C) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Polyester fiberfill

Round glass bowl vase

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Pair of solid black eyes, 6 (6, 9, 9)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers
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TURTLE HAT

With A, knit cast on 54 (60, 66, 72) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Place marker and join to work in the round, being careful not to twist stitches.

Knit 9 (13, 17, 21) rounds.

Cut A and join B.

With B, knit 2 rounds.

    Note: The next 3 rounds are worked in stranded color knitting with B and C. The M1Ps are made on strands of yarn that match the color of the working yarn. In order to make the first M1P possible on round 2, you will need to tie your beginning tail to the last same-color stitch from round 1.

Round 1: *K1 in C, k5 in B; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: *With C, M1P, p1, M1P, with B, k2tog, k1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 3: *With C, M1P, k3, M1P, with B, k3tog; repeat from * to end of round.

Cut B, and continue with C.

TURTLE SHELL

Round 4: Knit.

Rounds 5–7: *K5, p1; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 8: *K2tog, k1, k2tog, M1P, p1, M1P; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 9: *K3tog, M1P, k3, M1P; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 10–13: *P1, k5; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 14: *M1P, p1, M1P, k2tog, k1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 15: *M1P, k3, M1P, k3tog; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 16–19: *K5, p1; repeat from * to end of round.

SHAPE CROWN

Note: Switch to double-pointed needles when necessary.

Round 1: *K2tog, k1, k2tog, p1; repeat from * to end of round—36 (40, 44, 48) stitches.

Round 2: *P3tog, M1P, p1; repeat from * to end of round—27 (30, 33, 36) stitches.

Knit 1 (1, 2, 2) rounds.

Next round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—18 (20, 22, 24) stitches.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—9 (10, 11, 12) stitches.

Cut yarn, leaving tail for closing. With blunt-end needle, thread tail through remaining stitches. Pull tightly and weave in end.

HEAD

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 12 stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K3 on 1st needle, k6 on 2nd needle, k3 on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k3 from 1st needle—6 stitches on each needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: K1, M1, knit to last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Repeat last round 2 (2, 3, 3) times— 24 (24, 28, 28) stitches; 12 (12, 14, 14) stitches on each needle.

Knit 2 rounds.

Next round: *K1, k2tog, knit to the last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches decreased.

Repeat last round 3 (3, 4, 4) times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread tail through remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

TAIL

With B, using double-pointed needle, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 8 stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K2 on 1st needle, k4 on 2nd needle, k2 on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k2 from 1st needle—4 stitches on front needle and 4 stitches on back needle.

Rounds 1 and 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 4 and 5: Knit.

Round 6: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Round 7: K2tog twice—2 stitches; 1 stitch on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 2 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

BACK LEGS (make 2)

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 14 stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K3 on 1st needle, k8 on 2nd needle, k3 on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k3 stitches from 1st needle—8 stitches on front needle and 6 stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: K2, k2tog twice, k2 on front needle, k1, k2tog twice, k1 on back needle—10 stitches; 6 stitches on front needle, 4 stitches on back needle.

Rounds 3 and 4: Knit.

Round 5: K5, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with next stitch, k4.

Round 6: Knit wrap together with 1st stitch, k9.

Round 7: K4, wrap and turn, p2, wrap and turn, k2, knit wrap together with next stitch, k5.

Round 8: K1, knit wrap together with next stitch, k8.

Rounds 9–11: Knit.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 10 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

FRONT FLIPPER (make 2)

Follow instructions for Back Legs through round 4.

Round 5: K5, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with the stitch, k4.

Round 6: Knit wrap together with 1st stitch, k3, wrap and turn, p2, wrap and turn, k2, knit wrap together with next stitch, k5.

Round 7: K1, knit wrap together with next stitch, k3, wrap and turn, p4, wrap and turn, k4, knit wrap together with next stitch, k4.

Round 8: Knit wrap together with 1st stitch, k3, wrap and turn, p2, wrap and turn, k2, knit wrap together with the stitch, k5.

Round 9: K1, knit wrap together with next stitch, k8.

Rounds 10–12: Knit.

Round 13: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—5 stitches.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 5 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end, leaving cast-on tail for finishing.

FINISH TURTLE HAT

Stuff the Head, Tail, and Back Legs with polyester fiberfill. Stuff Front Flippers, but leave the flipper end flat. For each piece, thread thecast-on tail onto a blunt-ended needle and hold it with the opening at the base facing you. Sew into the bars of the cast-on edge by inserting needle under the first bar from the outside and pulling yarn through. Continue by inserting the needle under the next bar, tightening as you go, until all of the cast-on bars have been sewn. Pull yarn to form a nice finished edge on the front of each piece and a flat ledge underneath the base of each piece that will easily attach to the hat. Weave in end.

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Run a bead of glue around the flat edge of head and glue it between any two turtle shell scallops, holding it until it dries. Glue the tail to the other end next.

Note: Tail for Newborn and Medium sizes is glued just below the center back scallop. Tail for Small and Large sizes is glued between the 2 center back scallops.

Hot-glue the finned flippers on either side of head and the back legs on either side of the tail, evenly spaced between the shell scallops. Hot-glue on eyes.
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TURTLE BOOTIES (make 2)

With B and using double-pointed needles, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle—8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds in stockinette stitch.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work—3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) stitches over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle—22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more—16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 10 (12, 14) rows.

SHAPE FOOT

Round 1: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—12 (16, 20) stitches; 6 (8, 10) stitches on each needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 0 (1, 2) more time(s)—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog twice, k1; repeat from * for back needle—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 8 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

NEWBORN TURTLE HANDSIES (make 2)

With B, knit cast on 16 stitches onto a double-pointed needle and join in the round as for Turtle Booties.

Knit 19 rounds.

Shape foot as for Turtle Booties.
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Return to Turtle project
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Cat


cat

I designed this when our beloved Annika joined a soccer team called the Black Cats, made up of girls ages nine to eleven. Hers was such a big hit that I made twenty-four of them for the whole team (and one for the coach’s newborn), adding whiskers per her special request. Wanting to make sure they fit them for more than one season, I made most of them in an extra-large size simply by adding 6 more stitches and 4 more rows to the hat. Black cats are my favorite, of course, but I’ve reknit the project in a light-colored heathered yarn so that you can see the stitches better.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 59 (75, 92, 112) yd (54 [68.5, 84, 102.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Taupe Mist (A), 17 (17, 23, 23) yd (15.5 [15.5, 21, 21]m) / 1 ball in Linen (B), and ½ (½, 1, 1) yd (0.5 [1, 1, 1]m) / 1 ball in Soft Pink (C)[image: ]

For hat and booties set: 97 (127, 164, —) yd (88.5 [116, 150, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Taupe Mist (A), 17 (17, 23, –) yd (15.5 [15.5, 21, —]m) / 1 ball in Linen (B), and ½ (½, 1, 1) yd (0.5 [1, 1, 1]m) / 1 ball in Soft Pink (C) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Plastic nose with post, 18mm (18mm, 21mm, 21mm)

Pink acrylic paint (optional)

Clear nail polish (optional)

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of cat eyes, 18mm

Scrap of black or dark-brown felt to mount behind the eyes

20-gauge black copper wire for whiskers (optional)

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Black or dark-brown felt for paw pads on booties and/or handsies (see Felt Templates)



[image: ]

CAT HAT

With A, make a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 4th (5th, 6th, 7th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 12 (14, 16, 18) stitches. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 12 (14, 16, 18) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—24 (28, 32, 36) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: With A, *ktbl; repeat to end of round.

Round 2: K1, M1, knit to last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to the last stitch on back needle, M1, k1.

Round 3: Knit to the last 2 stitches on front needle, k2tog; k2tog, knit to the end of round—2 stitches decreased.

Round 4: Repeat round 3—20 (24, 28, 32) stitches; 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 5: Repeat round 2.

Repeat round 3 five (seven, nine, eleven) more times—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K2tog, k1, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in ends.

CHEEKS

With B and double-pointed needles and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, cast on 21 (21, 27, 27) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 8 (8, 12, 12) rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to the end—14 (14, 18, 18) stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until only the 1st stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, and thread through the remaining stitch.

FINISH CHEEKS

Cut 2 pieces from the 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛" (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼" (6mm) leftover center disk.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

JAW

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 15 (15, 18, 18) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 on 1st needle, k6 (6, 9, 9) on 2nd needle, k5 on 3rd needle.

Using 3rd needle, k4 stitches from 1st needle—6 (6, 9, 9) stitches on front needle and 9 stitches on back needle.

Knit 1 row.

Change to C.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Knit 1 row in C.

All sizes

Next round: With C, *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—10 (10, 12, 12) stitches; 4 (4, 6, 6) stitches on front needle, 6 stitches on back needle.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—5 (5, 6, 6) stitches; 2 (2, 3, 3) stitches on front needle, 3 stitches on back needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining stitches 5 (5, 6, 6) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

NOSE TRIANGLE

With A and double-pointed needles and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 24 (24, 32, 32) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 8, 8) on 1st needle, k12 (12, 16, 16) on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) from 1st needle—12 (12, 16, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: *K1, k2tog, k to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (20, 28, 28) stitches; 10 (10, 14, 14) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 3 (3, 5, 5) more times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * to end of round—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

    Follow directions for finishing Nose Triangles.

WHISKERS (optional)

Cut six 5" (12.5cm) pieces of 20-gauge black copper wire. Poke 3 wire pieces through the cheeks on either side of the plastic nose. With pliers, twist all 6 ends together behind the cheeks and lay the twisted end flat against the back of the cheeks; the Jaw and the Nose Triangle will cover the twisted end when glued on. Curl the tips of the whiskers into closed circles for safety.

FINISH CAT HAT

Hot-glue the nose above the mouth and the knitted Nose Triangle behind the Cheeks, making sure that the triangle bulges in the center. Hot-glue the Jaw behind the Cheeks.

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Nose Triangle and Cheeks in place. Snip the post off the cat eyes and glue onto an oval-shaped piece of felt (for extra pop) and then glue in place on either side of the Nose Triangle.

[image: ]

CAT BOOTIES (make 2)

    With A, follow pattern instructions for Lion Booties.

NEWBORN CAT HANDSIES (make 2)

    With A, follow pattern instructions for Newborn Lion Handsies.
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Return to Cat project
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Chicken


chicken

This hat actually started out as the Bluebird. After designing the bird feet, I realized that they would work with any kind of bird at all. I made it in red and called it a cardinal next. Then I came up with the tricolored option, creating these hilarious chickens, originally in white with a red wattle. I made the brown chicken for my great-nephew. He wore it all day long on Thanksgiving, and it looked for all the world like a turkey!


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 47 (59, 71, 85) yd (43 [54, 65, 78]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White or Toffee (A), 3 (4, 5, 6) yd (2.7 [3.7, 4.6, 5.5]m) in Duckie or Mustard (B), and 6 (7, 8, 9) yd (5.5 [6.4, 7.5, 8.2]m) in Scarlet or Cranberry (C) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 47 (59, 71, —) yd (43 [54, 65, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in White or Toffee (A), 39 (56, 77, —) yd (35.5 [51, 70.5, —]m) in Duckie or Mustard (B), and 6 (7, 8, —) yd (5.5 [6.4, 7.5, —]m) in Scarlet or Cranberry (C) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Polyester fiberfill

Round glass bowl vase

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (9, 12, 12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers



[image: ]

CHICKEN HAT

With A, make a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

BEAK

With B, using double-pointed needles, and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 24 (28, 32, 36) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (7, 8, 9) on 1st needle, k12 (14, 16, 18) on 2nd needle, and k6 (7, 8, 9) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (7, 8, 9) from 1st needle—12 (14, 16, 18) stitches on each needle.

Note: The front needle corresponds to the top of the beak.

Round 1: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—20 (24, 28, 32) stitches; 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Repeat last round 3 (4, 5, 6) times—8 stitches; 4 stitches on each needle.

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH BEAK

Sew the Beak following the directions for Beaks and Bills.

COMB

Note: Comb is worked back and forth in rows.

With C, cast on 2 stitches.

Row 1: K1, kfb—3 stitches.

Row 2: Kfb, k2—4 stitches.

Row 3: K3, kfb—5 stitches.

Row 4: Bind off first 3 stitches, k1—2 stitches.

Repeat these 4 rows 9 (11, 13, 15) times, until you have 10 (12, 14, 16) points. On the last point, bind off all stitches. Cut yarn, leaving a 30 (36, 42, 48)" (76 [91, 106.5, 122]cm) tail for finishing. Fold the knit piece in half and sew up and down the points at the top, making a double-thick Comb. Lightly stuff each point with fiberfill.

WATTLE

Note: The Wattle is worked back and forth in rows.

With C, cast on 2 stitches.

Rows 1–8: Knit.

Row 9: K1, M1, k1—3 stitches.

Row 10: Knit.

Row 11: K1, kfb, k1—4 stitches.

Row 12: Knit.

Row 13: K2, M1, k2—5 stitches.

Row 14: Knit.

Row 15: K2tog, knit to end of row—4 stitches.

Repeat row 15 twice more—2 stitches.

Cut yarn and thread tail through the remaining 2 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH CHICKEN HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Run a bead of hot glue around the inside edge of the Beak where it will contact the hat and hold it in place until it cools. Glue Wattle under the Beak. Snip posts off the eyes and hot-glue in place.

CHICKEN BOOTIES (make 2)

    With B, follow pattern instructions for Owl Booties.

NEWBORN CHICKEN HANDSIES (make 2)

    With B, follow pattern instructions for Newborn Owl Handsies.



[image: ]

Return to Chicken project
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Bluebird


bluebird

This happy little bird captures the spirit of first-time parents. Plus, it is so much fun to work with a primary color. To create a bluebird, use Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice in Sapphire for the main color (A), and Mustard for the beak and feet (B). Follow the instructions for the Chicken, working the Comb in A, and skip the instructions for the Wattle.




[image: ]

Dog


dog

The book The Fox and the Hound provided the original model for this perky beagle, but I bet that you could create your own breed (including the family dog) by swapping out the colors and redesigning the ears. The Dog’s ears are picked up all across a row, unlike most of my other animal hats, so they flop to the side.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 56 (68, 85, 99) yd (51 [62, 78, 90.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Honey (A), 30 (34, 38, 42) yd (27.5 [31, 34.5, 38.5]m) in Chocolate (B), and 12 (12, 17, 17) yd (11 [11, 15.5, 15.5]m) in White (C)[image: ]

For hat and booties set: 56 (68, 85, —) yd (51 [62, 78, —]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Honey (A), 30 (34, 38, —) yd (27.5 [31, 34.5, —]m) in Chocolate (B), 44 (61, 88, —) yd (40 [56, 80.5, —]m) in White (C) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Styrofoam ball, 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm)

Serrated knife

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Scrap of red or burgundy felt for tongue

Polyester fiberfill

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of animal eyes, 20mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Scrap of dark-brown felt for paw pads on booties
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DOG HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and B, starting at the 4th (5th, 6th, 7th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 1 stitch. Continuing to work across the row, pick up 4 more stitches. Transfer these 5 stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 5 stitches in the row below the one where you picked up stitches on the double-pointed needle—10 stitches total.

    Note: You will be working the ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round.

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Rounds 2–5: Knit.

Round 6: *K2, M1, k3; repeat from * for back needle—12 stitches; 6 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 7 and 8: Knit.

Round 9: *K3, M1, k3; repeat from * for back needle—14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 10 and 11: Knit.

Round 12: *K3, M1, k4; repeat from * for back needle—16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 13 and 14: Knit.

Round 15: *K4, M1, k4; repeat from * for back needle—18 stitches; 9 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 16 and 17: Knit.

Round 18: *K4, M1, k5; repeat from * for back needle—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 19 and 20: Knit.

Round 21: *K5, M1, k5; repeat from * for back needle—22 stitches; 11 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 22–23: Knit.

Round 24: *K5, M1, k6; repeat from * for back needle—24 stitches; 12 stitches on each needle.

Round 25: Knit.

Round 26: *K6, M1, k6; repeat from * for back needle—26 stitches; 13 stitches on each needle.

Round 27: Knit.

Rounds 28: *K6, M1, k7; repeat from * for back needle—28 stitches; 14 stitches on each needle.

Round 29: Knit.

Continue in this pattern, increasing 1 stitch in the middle of each needle, followed by a knit row, 0 (1, 2, 3) more times—28 (30, 32, 34) stitches; 14 (15, 16, 17) stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—24 (26, 28, 30) stitches; 12 (13, 14, 15) stitches on each needle.

Repeat last round 4 (4, 5, 5) more times—8 (10, 8, 10) stitches; 4 (5, 4, 5) stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, and thread through the remaining stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in ends.

CHEEKS

With a double-pointed needle and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, cast on 21 (21, 27, 27) stitches.

Beginning with a right-side row, work 8 (8, 12, 12) rows in stockinette stitch (knit on RS, purl on WS).

Decrease row (RS): *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of row—14 (14, 18, 18) stitches.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 3 rows in stockinette stitch.

To bind off, pass all of the stitches over the 1st stitch until only the 1st stitch remains. Cut yarn, leaving a 6" (15cm) tail for finishing, and thread through the remaining stitch.

FINISH CHEEKS

Cut 2 pieces from the 1½ (1½, 2, 2)" (3.8 [3.8, 5, 5]cm) Styrofoam ball, each ⅛" (3mm) shy of center. Discard the ¼” (6mm) leftover center disk.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Cheeks, following the directions for Cheeks.

JAW

With B, using double-pointed needles and leaving a 9" (23cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 18 (18, 24, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (4, 6, 6) on 1st needle, k9 (9, 12, 12) on 2nd needle, k5 (5, 6, 6) on 3rd needle. With 3rd needle, k4 (4, 6, 6) from 1st needle—9 (9, 12, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 4 (4, 6, 6) rows.

Next round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—12 (12, 16, 16) stitches; 6 (6, 8, 8) stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—6 (6, 8, 8) stitches; 3 (3, 4, 4) stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

    Follow directions for finishing Jaws.

LONG SNOUT

With A, using double-pointed needles and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 30 (30, 40, 40) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K7 (7, 10, 10) on 1st needle, k15 (15, 20, 20) on 2nd needle, k8 (8, 10, 10) on 3rd needle. With 3rd needle, k7 (7, 10, 10) from 1st needle—15 (15, 20, 20) stitches on each needle.

Knit 4 (4, 5, 5) rounds.

Next Round: Purl.

Knit 2 rounds.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Next round: *K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end—30 stitches; 15 stitches on each needle.

Next Round: Knit.

All sizes

Next Round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—20 stitches; 10 stitches on each needle.

Next Round: *K2tog to end of round—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 10 stitches. Weave in end.

    With cast-on tail, sew following directions for Long Snouts.

FINISH SNOUT

    Hot-glue the black plastic nose between the Cheeks. Cut a teardrop of black felt and hot-glue it to the Jaw. Hot-glue the Jaw behind the Cheeks. Stuff the Snout and attach the Cheeks and Jaw following directions for Long Snouts.

FINISH DOG HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the base of the Snout in place.

Snip the post off the animal eyes and glue in place.

Note: If you feel the Snout needs a little more stuffing after it has been attached to the hat, add more fiberfill by rolling small pieces into balls and poking them through from the outside with the tip of a double-pointed needle.

[image: ]

DOG BOOTIES (make 2)

    With C, follow pattern instructions for Bear Booties.

NEWBORN DOG HANDSIES (make 2)

    With C, follow pattern instructions for Newborn Bear Handsies.

[image: ]

Return to Dog project
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Duck


duck

Because Vanna’s Choice yarn comes in a cheerful color called Duckie, I just had to design this hat! You’ll have a lot of yellow yarn left, even if you make the Large size. I use the extra yarn to knit beaks and booties for more Ducks because I love this hat just as much in white with a yellow beak and matching webbed feet.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 51 (63, 75, 89) yd (46.5 [57.5, 68.5, 81.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Duckie (A), and 8 (9, 10, 11) yd (7.5 [8.2, 9, 10]m) in Terracotta (B) [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 51 (63, 75, –) yd (46.6 [57.5, 68.6, –]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Duckie (A), 47 (63, 83, –) yd (43 [57.5, 76 –]m) in Terracotta (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (12, 12, 12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks



[image: image]

DUCK HAT

With A, knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

BILL

With B, using double-pointed needle and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 32 (34, 36, 38) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K8 (8, 9, 9) on 1st needle, k16 (17, 18, 19) on 2nd needle, and k8 (8, 9, 9) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k8 (8, 9, 9) from 1st needle–16 (17, 18, 19) stitches on each needle.

Note: The front needle corresponds to the top of the Bill.

Knit 4 (5, 5, 5) rounds.

Decrease round: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle–28 (30, 32, 34) stitches; 14 (15, 16, 17) stitches on each needle.

Repeat decrease round once (once, twice, twice) more–24 (26, 24, 26) stitches; 12 (13, 12, 13) stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, K2tog twice, knit to last 5 stitches on needle, k2tog twice, k1; repeat from * for back needle–16 (18, 16, 18) stitches; 8 (9, 8, 9) stitches on each needle.

Next round: *K1, k2tog, k2 (3, 2, 3), k2tog, k1; repeat from * to end of round–12 (14, 12, 14) stitches; 6 (7, 6, 7) stitches on each needle. Cut yarn. Thread onto a blunt-end needle and through the remaining 6 (7, 6, 7) stitches. Weave in end.

FINISH BILL

Sew the Bill following the directions for Beaks and Bills.

TUFT

Cut 30 strands of yarn A, 3–4" (7.5–10cm) long.

With a crochet hook, attach strands of yarn by folding them in half and attaching them around the center top of the hat, as for making fringe. (Pull the loop of the folded strand through a knit stitch on the hat, and then draw the two ends through the loop.) Trim to the desired length.

FINISH DUCK HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Run a bead of hot glue around the center of the Bill where the prominent ridges will contact the hat, and hold it in place until it cools. Glue each side of the Bill separately to ensure a wide, flat finish.

Snip posts off the eyes and hot-glue in place.

[image: image]

DUCK BOOTIES (make 2)

    With B, follow pattern instructions for Toad Booties.

NEWBORN DUCK HANDSIES (make 2)

    With B, follow pattern instructions for Newborn Toad Handsies.
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Lamb


lamb

Even if you are only planning on making a Newborn set, I highly recommend that you buy two balls of yarn because you’re going to be so proud of this hat that you’ll want to make another. It uses a shorter version of the highly addictive loop stitch that helps create the Lion’s shaggy mane. For a girl born at Easter time, I love to make this Lamb in white with a girly pink nose and face and hooves in Silver Grey.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 101 (128, 169, 204) yd (92.5 [117, 154.5, 186.5]m) / 1 (1, 1, 2) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Lamb [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 132 (184, 234, –) yd (120.5 [168.5, 215, –]m) / 1 (2, 2, –) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Lamb (A) and 5 (6, 7) yd (4.5 [5.5, 6.5]m) in Black (B) [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Styrofoam ball, 2 (2, 2½, 2½)" (5 [5, 6.5, 6.5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Scrap amount of black yarn for mouth

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Black plastic nose with post, 18 (18, 21, 21)mm

Round glass bowl vase

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (12, 12, 
12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers

Stitch holder (or large safety pin) for booties



SPECIAL STITCHES

Single-Loop Knit

Knit the next stitch, leaving it on the needle. Bring yarn forward between needles. Place your right thumb on the right needle and wrap the yarn over and around your thumb once.

With thumb still wrapped, move yarn back between needles and knit into the same stitch as before, this time dropping it off as usual–2 stitches on right needle.

Pass 1st stitch over 2nd stitch, leaving 1 stitch to lock loop in place.

SLk2tog

Knit 2 stitches together while making a single loop.

[image: image]


LAMB HAT

Knit cast on 54 (60, 66, 72) stitches.

Row 1: Purl.

Place marker and join to work in the round, being careful not to twist stitches.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Purl.

Round 3: *Single-loop knit 7 (8, 9, 10), SLk2tog; repeat from * to end of round–48 (54, 60, 66) stitches.

Round 4: Knit.

Round 5: Single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 6: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds 0 (1, 2, 4) more times.

SHAPE FACE OPENING

Round 1: Single-loop knit 5 (6, 7, 7) stitches, k12 (10, 9, 9), single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 2 and all even rounds: Knit.

Round 3: Single-loop knit 4 (5, 6, 6) stitches, k13 (12, 10, 10), single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 5: Single-loop knit 3 (4, 5, 5) stitches, k15 (13, 12, 12) single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 7: Single-loop knit 2 (3, 4, 4) stitches, k16 (15, 13, 13), single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 9: Single-loop knit 1 (2, 3, 3), k18 (16, 15, 15), single-loop knit to end of round.

Sizes Small (Medium, Large) only

Round 11: Single-loop knit 1 (2, 2) stitches, k18 (16, 16), single-loop knit to end of round.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Round 15: Single-loop knit 1 stitch, K18, single-loop knit to end of round.

SHAPE TOP

Note: Switch to double-pointed needles when necessary.

Round 1: K20, single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 2: *K4, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round–40 (45, 50, 55) stitches.

Round 3: K17, single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 4: Knit.

Round 5: K16, single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 6: *K3, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round–32 (36, 40, 44) stitches.

Round 7: K13, single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 8: *K2, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round–24 (27, 30, 33) stitches.

Round 9: Single-loop knit to end of round.

Round 10: SLk2tog to last 0 (1, 0, 1) stitch, single-loop knit 0 (1, 0, 1)–12 (14, 15, 17) stitches.

Round 11: SLk2tog to last 0 (0, 1, 1) stitch, single-loop knit 0 (0, 1, 1)–6 (7, 8, 9) stitches.

Cut yarn, leaving a tail. With a blunt-end needle, thread tail through remaining 6 (7, 8, 9) stitches. Pull tightly and weave in end.

    [image: image]

    EARS (make 2)

Note: Ears are made separately and sewn to hat.

Using double-pointed needles and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for sewing, knit cast on 12 (12, 14, 14) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K3 on 1st needle, k6 (6, 7, 7) on 2nd needle, k3 (3, 4, 4) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k3 from 1st needle–6 (6, 7, 7) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 1 and 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K3, M1, k3 (3, 4, 4); repeat from * for back needle–14 (14, 16, 16) stitches; 7 (7, 8, 8) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 4 and 5: Knit.

Round 6: *K3 (3, 4, 4), M1, k4; repeat from * for back needle–16 (16, 18, 18) stitches; 8 (8, 9, 9) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 7 and 8: Knit.

Round 9: *K4, M1, k4 (4, 5, 5); repeat from * for back needle–18 (18, 20, 20) stitches; 9 (9, 10, 10) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 10 and 11: Knit.

Round 12: *K4 (4, 5, 5), M1, k5; repeat from * for back needle–20 (20, 22, 22) stitches; 10 (10, 11, 11) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 13 and 14: Knit.

Round 15: *K5, M1, k5 (5, 6, 6); repeat from * for back needle–22 (22, 24, 24) stitches; 11 (11, 12, 12) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 16 and 17: Knit.

Sizes Medium and Large only

Round 18: *K6, M1, k6; repeat from * for back needle–26 stitches; 13 stitches on each needle.

Rounds 19 and 20: Knit.

All sizes

Next round (decrease round): *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle–18 (18, 22, 22) stitches; 9 (9, 11, 11) stitches on each needle.

Next Round: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rounds once (once, twice, twice) more–14 stitches; 7 stitches on each needle.

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, k1, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle–10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 5 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

Thread cast-on tail onto a blunt-end needle, fold each Ear in half, and sew up the first 4 rows. Sew Ears to hat using remaining tails, following the photos.

SNOUT

With double-pointed needles and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 30 (30, 33, 33) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 7, 7) on 1st needle, k18 on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 7, 7) from 1st needle–18 stitches on front needle and 12 (12, 15, 15) stitches on back needle.

Knit 3 (3, 5, 5) rounds.

Round 1: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round–20 (20, 22, 22) stitches; 12 stitches on front needle, 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on back needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round–10 (10, 11, 11) stitches.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 10 (10, 11, 11) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH SNOUT

Cut the Styrofoam ball in half.

    Enclose Styrofoam into knit Snout, following the directions for Simple Snouts.

FINISH LAMB HAT

Sew the Lamb’s mouth, following photo, beginning and ending the line of stitches where the plastic nose will be placed (see Stitching a Mouth).

    With a double-pointed needle, make a hole in the center of the Snout to fit the post on the back of the plastic nose. Hot-glue the nose into and around the hole, making sure that the hot glue bonds the yarn to the back of the nose (see Plastic Animal Noses).

Stretch the hat over a glass vase and hot-glue the Snout into the face opening. Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue in place.

[image: image]

LAMB BOOTIES (make 2)

With double-pointed needles and yarn A, knit cast on 16 (20, 24) stitches.

Join to work in the round as follows: K4 (5, 6) on 1st needle, k8 (10, 12) on 2nd needle, k4 (5, 6) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k4 (5, 6) from 1st needle–8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 14 (19, 24) rounds.

HEEL FLAP

Note: The heel flap is worked back and forth in rows over the back needle.

Turn work.

Beginning with a wrong-side row, work 7 rows in stockinette stitch (k on RS, p on WS). Row 8 (RS): Sl 1 knitwise, k3 (5, 7), skp. Turn work.

Row 9 (WS): Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 10: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work.

Row 11: Sl 1 purlwise, p1 (3, 5), p2tog. Turn work.

Row 12: Sl 1 knitwise, k1 (3, 5), skp. Turn work–3 (5, 7) stitches.

Row 13: Purl.

Row 14: Knit.

GUSSETS

With back needle, pick up 5 stitches from the left side of the heel flap (1 stitch in each knot along the edge).

K8 (10, 12) over the front needle.

With a 3rd needle, pick up 6 stitches along the other side of the heel flap, then k8 (10, 12) from back needle onto this new needle–22 (26, 30) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on the front needle and 14 (16, 18) stitches on the back needle.

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: Knit across front needle, k1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1–2 stitches decreased.

Repeat the last 2 rounds twice more–16 (20, 24) stitches; 8 (10, 12) stitches on each needle.

Knit 9 (11, 15) rounds.

Purl 1 round.

Cut A. Change to B.

Knit 2 rounds.

Sizes Small (Medium) only

Next Round: *K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches on needle, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle–16 (20) stitches; 8 (10) stitches on each needle.

Size Medium only

Next Round: *K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches on needle, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle–16 stitches; 8 stitches on each needle.

TOES

K4 on front needle, transfer remaining 4 stitches onto stitch holder, transfer 4 stitches from back needle onto stitch holder, k4 stitches of back needle.

Toe 1

Round 1: K2tog, k4, k2tog–6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Round 2: Knit.

Round 3: *K2tog, k2, k2tog–4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Round 4: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round–2 stitches; 1 stitch on each needle.

Cut yarn 30" (76cm) long and thread through remaining 2 stitches with blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and send the needle through the Toe, coming out at the bottom stitch at the front. Sew a few stitches across the gap (see Long Ending Tails). Use tail for Toe 2.

Toe 2

Slip the first 4 stitches from stitch holder onto needle (back), then slip last 4 stitches from stitch holder onto another needle (front).

Round 1: Knit.

Round 2: K2, k2tog twice, k2–6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Round 4: K1, k2tog twice, k1–4 stitches; 2 stitches on each needle.

Round 5: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round.

Cut yarn and thread through remaining 2 stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

NEWBORN LAMB HANDSIES (make 2)

With double-pointed needle and yarn A, knit cast on 16 stitches and join in the round as for Lamb Booties.

Knit 18 rounds.

Purl 1 round.

Cut A. Change to B.

Knit 2 rounds.

Make toes as for Lamb Booties.




[image: ]

Pig


pig

The entire outfit is worked all in the same color and is so easy to make that you’ll marvel at the spectacular reaction this little piggy gets. At ten months old, Sofie wore her hat and booties set to see a parade, and she got more attention from the onlookers than the marching band! The Pig hat has a unique simple snout formed by using a disk-shaped piece of Styrofoam, created by cutting off both ends of the ball and using only the remaining center piece.


sizes

Newborn (Small, Medium, Large)

finished measurements

13½–16 (15½–18, 17½–20, 19½–22)" (34.5–40.5 [39.5–45.5, 44.5–51, 49.5–56]cm) maximum stretched circumference

gauge

16 stitches and 24 rows = 4" (10cm) in stockinette stitch

materials

For hat: 70 (86, 107, 137) yd (64 [78.5, 98, 125.5]m) / 1 ball Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Soft Pink [image: ]

For hat and booties set: 106 (138, 180, —) yd (97 [126, 165, —]m) / 1 (1, 2, —) balls Lion Brand Yarn Vanna’s Choice, 100% premium acrylic, 3½ oz (100g), 170 yd (156m), in Soft Pink [image: ]

US size 8 (5mm) 16" (40.5cm) circular needle, or size needed to obtain gauge

Set of 5 US size 8 (5mm) double-pointed needles, or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch marker

Blunt-end yarn needle

Size F-5 (3.75mm) or G-6 (4mm) crochet hook

Scrap of gray yarn for nostrils

Styrofoam ball, 2 (2, 2½, 2½)" (5, [5, 6.5, 6.5]cm) in diameter

Serrated knife

Round glass bowl vase

High-temperature (60-watt) hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Pair of solid black eyes, 9 (9, 12, 12)mm

Side-cutting needle-nosed pliers



[image: ]

PIG HAT

Knit a Rolled-Brim Hat or Earflap Hat.

EARS (make 2)

Lay the finished hat flat. With a crochet hook and starting at the 5th (6th, 7th, 8th) stitch from the center of the top of the hat, pick up 6 (8, 10, 12) stitches along top edge of the hat. Transfer stitches to a double-pointed needle. Turn hat over to the back side. With a crochet hook, pick up 6 (8, 10, 12) stitches directly behind the stitches on the double-pointed needle—12 (16, 20, 24) stitches total.

Note: You will be working the Ears on 2 needles, in the round, knitting the back stitches off the crochet hook on the 1st round (see Picking Up Stitches for Ears).

Round 1: *Ktbl; repeat from * to end of round.

Round 2: *K1, M1, knit to the last stitch on needle, M1, k1; repeat from * for back needle—16 (20, 24, 28) stitches; 8 (10, 12, 14) stitches on each needle.

Round 3: Knit.

Rounds 4 and 5: Repeat Rounds 2 and 3—20 (24, 28, 32) stitches; 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 6: *Knit to last stitch on front needle, M1, k1; k1, M1, knit to end of round—22 (26, 30, 34) stitches; 11 (13, 15, 17) stitches on each needle.

Round 7: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on back needle, k2tog, k1—20 (24, 28, 32) stitches; 10 (12, 14, 16) stitches on each needle.

Round 8: Knit to last 3 stitches on front needle, k2tog, k1; k1, k2tog, knit to end of round—18 (22, 26, 30) stitches; 9 (11, 13, 15) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 9 and 10: Repeat Round 8 twice more—14 (18, 22, 26) stitches; 7 (9, 11, 13) stitches on each needle.

Rounds 11 and 12: Knit.

Round 13: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on front needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—10 (14, 18, 22) stitches; 5 (7, 9, 11) stitches on each needle.

Round 14: Knit.

Sizes Small (Medium, Large) only

Round 15: Knit.

Round 16: *K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 stitches on front needle, k2tog, k1; repeat from * for back needle—10 (14, 18) stitches; 5 (7, 9) stitches on each needle.

Repeat last 2 rounds 0 (1, 2) more time(s)—10 stitches; 5 stitches on each needle.

All sizes

Next Round: *K2tog, k1, k2tog; repeat from * for back needle—6 stitches; 3 stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn, leaving 6" (15cm) tail for sewing, and thread through the remaining 6 stitches with a blunt-end needle. Pull tightly and sew a pinch in the tip of the Ear before weaving in end.

SNOUT

With double-pointed needles and leaving a 12" (30.5cm) tail for finishing, knit cast on 24 (24, 30, 30) stitches.

Knit 1 row.

Join to work in the round as follows: K6 (6, 7, 7) on 1st needle, k12 (12, 15, 15) on 2nd needle, k6 (6, 8, 8) on 3rd needle. Using 3rd needle, k6 (6, 7, 7) from 1st needle—12 (12, 15, 15) stitches on front needle and 12 (12, 15, 15) stitches on back needle.

Knit 4 rounds.

Purl 1 round.

Knit 2 (2, 4, 4) rounds.

Next Round: *K1, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round—16 (16, 20, 20) stitches; 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches on each needle.

Next Round: *K2tog; repeat from * to end of round—8 (8, 10, 10) stitches; 4 (4, 5, 5) stitches on each needle.

Cut yarn and thread through the remaining 8 (8, 10, 10) stitches with blunt-end needle. Weave in end.

FINISH SNOUT

With scrap of gray yarn and blunt-end needle, sew 2 petal-shaped nostrils on the end of the Snout (see box).

    Cut the round ends off the Styrofoam ball, leaving a ¾" (2cm) center disk. Enclose ¾" (2cm) Styrofoam disk into knit Snout, following the directions for Simple Snouts.


»The petal-shaped nostrils are created with the classic embroidery stitch known as a lazy daisy. Bring the yarn up through the knitted Snout and make a little loop. Create a small stitch at the top of the loop to hold the petal shape in place.

[image: ]
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FINISH PIG HAT

Stretch the hat over a glass vase. Attach the Snout with hot glue, holding it in place until it dries. Snip the posts off the eyes and hot-glue the eyes on.

[image: ]

PIG BOOTIES(make 2)

    Follow pattern instructions for Lamb Booties, working in one color only.

NEWBORN PIG HANDSIES (make 2)

    Follow pattern instructions for Newborn Lamb Handsies without changing yarn color.
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