

Definitely Maybe
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This is the album that started it all. Everything that made Oasis the biggest band on the planet can be heard on their debut album: swaggering vocals, massive choruses and even bigger guitars.

Year of release: 1994

Singles:


	Supersonic – peaked at just 31 in the UK charts. This legendary debut only cost £100 to produce.

	Shakermaker – hit No. 11 and is named after a model-making toy from the 1970s.

	Live Forever – actually srcaped into the top ten. The sleeve image was a photo of John Lennon’s childhood home.

	Cigarettes & Alcohol – spent 79 weeks in the charts. Many have compared its iconic guitar riff to T. Rex’s Get It On.



Line up:


	Noel Gallagher

	Liam Gallagher

	Paul ‘Bonehead’ Arthurs

	Paul ‘Guigsy’ McGuigan

	Tony McCarroll



The essential facts


	The members of Oasis have always been huge fans of The Beatles and the iconic front cover of Definitely Maybe is inspired by the back cover of the album A Collection of Beatles Oldies. The photograph was taken in Bonehead’s house in Didsbury.

	This is the only Oasis album to feature all five of the original line-up! The Gallagher brothers had a habit of falling out with and sacking band members.

	The studio where the final recordings were made was owned by legendary guitarist Johnny Marr from The Smiths. Johnny was apparently appalled at how aggressive and in-your-face the album sounded.

	The band’s publicist only had a budget of £60,000 to promote the album but was able to create a lot of hype for the band by placing adverts in football magazines.

	In 2008, Q magazine and NME named the album as the greatest British album of all time.






(What’s the Story) Morning Glory?
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Perhaps the classic album of the Britpop era. With its huge, undeniable stadium singalongs, (What’s the Story) Morning Glory? cemented Oasis’ reputation as the greatest rock band of their generation.

Year of release: 1995

Singles:


	Some Might Say – was their first No. 1. in the UK Singles Charts.

	Roll with It – only got to No. 2. It was kept off the top spot by Blur’s Country House.

	Wonderwall – also only got to No. 2 but is Oasis’ best-selling single of all time.

	Don’t Look Back in Anger – was the first Oasis single to feature Noel on lead vocals and got Oasis back to the top of the charts.



Line up:


	Noel Gallagher

	Liam Gallagher

	Paul ‘Bonehead’ Arthurs

	Paul ‘Guigsy’ McGuigan

	Alan White



The essential facts


	The album topped the UK Albums Chart for 10 consecutive weeks and has been certified 14× Platinum in the UK.

	Tony McCarroll plays drums on Some Might Say. Alan White was the drummer for every other song.

	The sleeve notes give ‘Eternal respect to P.W. and P.H.’ The initials stood for Paul Weller and Paolo Hewitt, the official Oasis biographer.

	Morning Glory won Best British Album at the 1996 Brit Awards. It beat Blur’s The Great Escape, Pulp’s Different Class, Radiohead’s The Bends and Paul Weller’s Stanley Road.

	The album was produced by Noel Gallagher and Owen Morris and was recorded in just 15 days.

	The album’s cover features London DJ Sean Rowley and album sleeve designer Brian Cannon passing one another on Berwick Street in Soho, London.






Be Here Now
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The album’s recording sessions were famously bedevilled by fights and the resulting record was polarising. Noel has subsequently described the LP as ‘sh*t’, while Liam claims Be Here Now is the best album Oasis ever made.

Year of release: 1997

Singles:


	D’You Know What I Mean? – hit the top of the charts in the UK, Ireland, Finland and Spain.

	Stand by Me – peaked at No. 2 and has returned to the public consciousness in a series of commercials for Halifax bank.

	All Around the World – nabbed the No. 1 spot in the UK and was the last Oasis single to be released on Creation Records.



Line up:


	Noel Gallagher

	Liam Gallagher

	Paul ‘Bonehead’ Arthurs

	Paul ‘Guigsy’ McGuigan

	Alan White



The essential facts


	Noel wrote the majority of the songs in Mick Jagger’s Mustique villa.

	It is the last Oasis studio album to feature founding members Bonehead and Guigsy.

	It was the biggest selling album of 1997 in the UK, with 1.47 million units sold that year.

	It includes a guest appearance by Johnny Depp on the track Fade In-Out.

	Prior to the album in August 1996, Oasis performed two concerts in front of crowds of 250,000 at Knebworth House, Hertfordshire. More than 2,500,000 fans had applied for tickets!

	All Around the World contains three key changes and lasts for a full nine minutes.






Standing on the Shoulder of Giants
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The Gallaghers’ fourth record was a departure from the Britpop blueprint. Noel strived to feature more electronica and experimentation than what we were used to from the band.

Year of release: 2000

Singles:


	Go Let It Out – went to No. 1 in the UK, Canada and Ireland.

	Who Feels Love? – hit No. 4 and featured a B-side cover of the Beatles’ Helter Skelter.

	Sunday Morning Call – also reached No. 4 in the UK Charts with lead vocals from Noel.



Line up:


	Liam Gallagher

	Noel Gallagher

	Alan White



The essential facts


	It was the band’s first album under their new record label Big Brother Recordings.

	This album also marked the first time Liam contributed to songwriting with Little James.

	Noel named the album after an Isaac Newton quote he saw on the edge of a £2 coin.

	Walmart chose not to sell the album, objecting to F*ckin’ in the Bushes having profanity in the title.

	Legendary US soul singer P. P. Arnold sang backing vocals on the record.

	As Bonehead and Guigsy left during the making of the record, their parts were re-recorded for legal reasons. As a result, Noel played nearly all the instruments on the album.






Heathen Chemistry
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This album felt like the birth of a new Oasis with Gem Archer officially joining on guitar and Andy Bell becoming the band’s bassist. Heathen Chemistry saw Noel let the rest of the band contribute to the songwriting with Liam, Gem and Andy all penning songs on the album.

Year of release: 2002

Singles:


	The Hindu Times – went to No. 1. Its video was recorded at Abbey Road studios.

	Stop Crying Your Heart Out – went to No. 2 but it has since been certified double platinum selling over 1,200,000 copies.

	Little by Little / She Is Love – is the first and only double A-side by the band.

	Songbird – got to No. 3. It was the first single written by Liam and was a tribute to his then girlfriend, Nicole Appleton.



Line up:


	Liam Gallagher

	Noel Gallagher

	Gem Archer

	Andy Bell

	Alan White



The essential facts


	The title of the album came from a T-shirt Noel bought in Ibiza which featured a logo reading, ‘The Society of Heathen Chemists’.

	Johnny Marr played guitar on several tracks and sang some backing vocals.

	It is the last album to feature drummer Alan White, who left in early 2004.

	According to Noel the album was delayed by Liam’s apparent reluctance to lay down his vocals.

	At a Las Vegas live show, US fans knew the words to several new songs before the album officially dropped. This was down to an internet leak of the album’s songs three months prior to its release.

	Andy Bell was previously the guitarist in Ride. Gem Archer was the lead singer and guitarist in Heavy Stereo.






Don’t Believe the Truth
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To many fans this is the album where Oasis rediscovered their mojo. Recorded in both the US and the UK, Don’t Believe the Truth was a huge return to critical and commercial success – selling over 7 million copies worldwide. Noel believes it to be their best album since (What’s the Story) Morning Glory?.

Year of release: 2005

Singles:


	Lyla – went straight to No. 1 and is a live favourite with the fans.

	The Importance of Being Idle – was another No. 1 and is a Kinks-inspired Noel-sung track.

	Let There Be Love – was the last Oasis single to feature Liam and Noel sharing lead vocals.



Line up:


	Liam Gallagher

	Noel Gallagher

	Gem Archer

	Andy Bell

	(additional personnel) Zak Starkey



The essential facts


	The band embarked on a massive worldwide tour for their Don’t Believe the Truth tour, visiting 26 countries and playing to 2 million people at a total of 113 concerts.

	The album won two Q Awards: Best Album and a special People’s Choice Award.

	Martin Duffy from Primal Scream guested on the album.

	In 2008, Don’t Believe the Truth was voted the 14th best British album of the last 50 years by a poll conducted by Q magazine and HMV.

	Don’t Believe the Truth is the first Oasis record to feature the drumming of Zak Starkey, who replaced Oasis’ longtime drummer Alan White.

	The video for The Importance of Being Idle starred Rhys Ifans as an undertaker.






Dig Out Your Soul

This album’s themes seemed to reflect the band’s upcoming and gloomy breaking up. Dig Out Your Soul is the seventh and last album by Oasis … so far.

Year of release: 2008
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Singles:


	The Shock of the Lightning – reached No. 3 and later featured in NME’s 100 Tracks of the Decade.

	I’m Outta Time – reached No. 12. The first Oasis single not to make the top 10 since Shakermaker.

	Falling Down – just scraped into the top 10. It was the final single released by Oasis before their break-up. Noel described it as ‘the best-sounding of them all.’



Line up:


	Liam Gallagher

	Noel Gallagher

	Gem Archer

	Andy Bell

	(additional personnel) Zak Starkey



The essential facts


	The record was recorded at the mythical Abbey Road studios 40 years after the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band LP.

	Coinciding with the launch of the album, in various UK cities its logo appeared as a spray tag on pavements.

	Legendary illustrator Gerald Scarfe, who drew the illustrations for Pink Floyd’s The Wall, suggested the title of the album.

	The album was produced by Dave Sardy, who had previously worked with the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

	In August 2009, after completing the British part of the tour, the brothers argued backstage at a festival near Paris and cancelled the rest of the tour. Noel Gallagher later announced that he had left the band.

	The closing song Soldier On is thoughtful and solemn, often interpreted as a goodbye from Oasis.






Different Gear, Still Speeding

Beady Eye

After the messy end to Oasis, Liam continued working with the remaining members of Oasis and released the debut Beady Eye album in late 2011. Without Noel’s songwriting the album isn’t seen as a classic but was a commercial success in the UK and beyond.

Year of release: 2011

Singles:


	Bring The Light – Beady Eye’s debut single was produced by legendary record producer Steve Lillywhite.

	Four Letter Word – only reached 114 in the UK singles Chart but received positive reviews

	The Roller – the highest charting single by Beady Eye.

	Millionaire – was written by Andy Bell, the Oasis bassist who also wrote Oasis songs including Turn Up The Sun.

	The Beat Goes On – not related in any way to the Sonny & Cher hit of the same name.



The essential facts


	Although they didn’t release an album until 2011, Beady Eye formed in 2009 shortly after Noel left Oasis.

	In 2012, after releasing the album, Beady Eye performed at the opening ceremony for the London 2012 Olympic Games.

	The Roller was the best-selling vinyl single of 2011.

	One of the reasons Liam named the band Beady Eye was so that they appeared next to The Beatles in record shops.

	Several songs from the album were used in adverts to promote Liam’s fashion brand Pretty Green.
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