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Welcome to this book designed to help you improve your legal English vocabulary. My goal is to help you expand your legal English and to be able to speak and write more fluently. Improve your confidence when studying at an English-speaking college or talking to colleagues from other countries. 

Let's face it, legal English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 200 of the most common legal words that start with N to S.

To get the most value from this book, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Use each word in real life as soon as possible. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English.

−  Do the practice sections. Try not to cheat and look at the answers too much!

−  Consider studying with a friend to help each other stay motivated. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to become more proficient with legal English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations.
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​Words 1-10
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negligence

noun: The failure to exercise reasonable care, resulting in damage or injury to another person; a common basis for civil liability.

Example: The hospital was sued for negligence after a patient received the wrong medication.

More examples:

	The plaintiff had to prove that the defendant’s negligence caused the accident.

	Negligence can occur when someone fails to follow safety regulations, leading to harm.


occupant

noun: A person who resides in or is present in a property, building, or space, especially with legal rights or for a specific purpose.

Example: The legal notice was delivered to the current occupant of the apartment.

More examples:

	Landlords must give proper notice before entering a unit occupied by a tenant or other lawful occupant.

	Each occupant of the vehicle is required to wear a seatbelt under traffic laws.


nonperformance

noun: The failure to carry out or fulfill a duty, promise, or contractual obligation.

Example: The company was sued for nonperformance of its contractual duties.

More examples:

	Nonperformance of the lease terms may result in eviction.

	The court awarded damages due to the contractor’s nonperformance of the agreed services.


obligation

noun: A legal or moral duty to do or not do something, often arising from a contract, law, or agreement.

Example: The tenant has an obligation to pay rent on time under the lease agreement.

More examples:

	The contract outlines each party’s obligations in detail.

	Failing to meet a legal obligation can result in penalties or legal action.
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noncompliance

noun: Failure or refusal to act in accordance with a law, rule, or official request.

Example: The company faced penalties for noncompliance with safety regulations.

More examples:

	Noncompliance with court orders can lead to contempt charges.

	The audit revealed widespread noncompliance in reporting financial data.


offset
verb: To counterbalance or compensate for something, especially a loss or cost.
Example: The damages awarded were meant to offset the plaintiff’s financial losses.
noun: Something that counteracts or compensates for something else.
Example: The tax credit served as an offset to the increased expenses.
More examples:

	The court allowed the defendant to offset part of the judgment with prior payments.

	The settlement included an offset for the value of returned goods.


nullify

verb: To make something legally void or without effect; to cancel or invalidate a legal action or agreement.
Example: The judge decided to nullify the contract due to evidence of fraud.
More examples:

	The appeal court can nullify a lower court’s decision if errors are found.

	A violation of constitutional rights may nullify a criminal conviction.


obscure

adjective: Not clearly expressed, understood, or easily seen; vague or difficult to interpret, often used in legal contexts when language or intent is unclear.
Example: The contract was challenged because of its obscure language.
verb: To make something unclear, hidden, or difficult to understand.
Example: The defendant attempted to obscure key details during testimony.
More examples:

	The law was written in such an obscure manner that its enforcement became problematic.

	She accused the company of trying to obscure the financial risks in the agreement.
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negotiation

noun: The process of discussing terms and reaching an agreement between two or more parties, especially in legal, business, or diplomatic contexts.
Example: The negotiation between the union and the employer resulted in a new contract.
More examples:

	Successful negotiation often requires compromise from both sides.

	The parties entered into negotiation to settle the dispute out of court.


object

verb: To express or raise opposition or disapproval, especially in a formal or legal context.
Example: The attorney objected to the witness’s statement as hearsay.
noun: A reason or argument for opposing something; also, a physical item or thing.
Example (noun - legal context): The defense raised an object to the admission of the document as evidence.
Example (noun - general): The stolen object was recovered and used as evidence in court.
More examples:

	The prosecutor did not object to the line of questioning.

	The judge asked the attorney to clarify the basis of the object.

	She found an object near the crime scene that could be relevant.


Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list below: 

nullify, object, nonperformance, offset, negligence, occupant, obscure, obligation, noncompliance, negotiation

	The defense attorney decided to ______ to the prosecutor's leading question.

	The company was held liable for ______ after failing to deliver the agreed services.

	The landlord delivered the eviction notice to the ______ of the apartment.

	The vague and ______ language in the agreement made it difficult to enforce.

	After proving ______ with safety laws, the business avoided major penalties.

	The two parties entered into ______ to resolve the matter without going to court.

	The fine was used to ______ part of the environmental cleanup costs.

	The judge had to ______ the previous ruling because of improper jury instructions.

	The new employee misunderstood her legal ______ under the contract.

	The lawyer argued that the plaintiff failed to show the defendant's ______ led to the injury.


​Answers:

	object

	nonperformance

	occupant

	obscure

	noncompliance

	negotiation

	offset

	nullify

	obligation

	negligence
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​Words 11-20
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nondisclosure

noun: The failure or refusal to reveal or share information, especially when legally required to do so.
Example: The contract included a nondisclosure agreement to protect confidential information.
More examples:

	Nondisclosure of material facts can lead to legal penalties.

	The parties signed a nondisclosure clause before discussing the merger.


open court

noun: A court session held publicly, where hearings and trials are open to anyone interested.
Example: The trial was held in open court to ensure transparency.
More examples:
	Proceedings in open court allow the media to report on the case.

	Open court sessions promote fairness by letting the public observe judicial processes.
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no-contest

noun: A plea by a defendant in a criminal case where they do not admit guilt but accept conviction as if guilty.
Example: The defendant entered a no-contest plea to avoid a lengthy trial.
More examples:
	A no-contest plea can be used to resolve a case without admitting fault.

	Judges may accept a no-contest plea if both parties agree.


objection

noun: A formal protest raised during a trial to disallow a witness’s testimony or other evidence.
Example: The lawyer made an objection to the introduction of hearsay evidence.
More examples:
	The judge overruled the objection and allowed the question to be answered.

	Objections must be made promptly to preserve the right to appeal.
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negotiable

adjective: Able to be discussed and changed through bargaining or discussion.
Example: The terms of the contract are negotiable between the parties.
More examples:
	The price of the property is negotiable depending on the buyer’s offer.

	Negotiable instruments, like checks, can be transferred from one person to another.


oath

noun: A formal promise to tell the truth or fulfill a duty, often made in a legal setting.
Example: The witness took an oath to tell the truth before giving testimony in court.
More examples:
	Judges swear an oath to uphold the law and administer justice fairly.

	The defendant refused to take the oath, raising concerns about the credibility of the testimony.


––––––––
[image: ]


nominee

noun: A person who is officially suggested or appointed for a position, award, or responsibility.
Example: The nominee for the board of directors was approved unanimously.
More examples:
	She was the nominee for the prestigious legal award this year.

	The company appointed a nominee to represent their interests in the lawsuit.


obligee

noun: A person or party to whom an obligation or duty is owed, especially in a legal or financial agreement.
Example: The obligee is entitled to receive payments under the terms of the contract.
More examples:
	The obligee filed a claim after the obligor failed to fulfill the contract.

	In a surety bond, the obligee is the party protected by the bond.
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nonconforming

adjective: Not meeting the required standards, rules, or specifications, especially in legal or regulatory contexts.
Example: The building was deemed nonconforming because it did not follow the zoning regulations.
More examples:
	The product was recalled due to nonconforming safety features.

	Nonconforming land use can result in penalties or required modifications.


ordinance

noun: A law or regulation made by a local government, such as a city or town, to regulate activities within its jurisdiction.
Example: The city passed an ordinance banning smoking in public parks.
More examples:
	The new parking ordinance restricts parking times on Main Street.

	Businesses must comply with the health and safety ordinances set by the municipality.
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Practice 

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list below:
nondisclosure, open court, no-contest, objection, negotiable, oath, nominee, obligee, nonconforming, ordinance
	The tenant challenged the new housing ______, claiming it was unfairly enforced.

	The witness took an ______ before testifying in front of the jury.

	The court session was held in ______ to ensure transparency and public access.

	The defense attorney raised an ______ to the prosecutor’s line of questioning.

	The buyer asked whether the terms of the agreement were ______ before signing.

	The employee signed a ______ agreement to protect confidential company data.

	The judge accepted the defendant’s ______ plea, which avoided a lengthy trial.

	The company’s warehouse was cited for ______ use under local zoning laws.

	The board unanimously approved the ______ for the new CEO position.

	The ______ filed a complaint when the other party failed to meet their contractual duties.


Answers:

	ordinance

	oath

	open court

	objection

	negotiable

	nondisclosure

	no-contest

	nonconforming

	nominee

	obligee
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​Words 21-30
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nonfeasance

noun: The failure to perform a required duty or act, especially when there is a legal obligation to do so.
Example: The company was sued for nonfeasance after neglecting to fix the hazardous conditions.
More examples:
	Nonfeasance by the property manager led to the tenant’s injury due to unsafe stairs.

	The government faced criticism for nonfeasance in enforcing environmental regulations.


obligor

noun: A person or party who is legally bound to provide a payment, service, or fulfill a duty under a contract or legal agreement.
Example: The obligor must repay the loan according to the terms of the agreement.
More examples:
	The obligor failed to make the required payments, resulting in a breach of contract.

	In a guarantee agreement, the obligor is responsible for fulfilling the debt if the primary debtor defaults.


notary

noun: A public official authorized to witness and certify the signing of important documents, administer oaths, and perform other legal formalities.
Example: The contract was signed in the presence of a notary to ensure its validity.
More examples:
	The notary verified the identity of the parties before notarizing the deed.

	Many legal documents require a notary to lawyer to sign them in order to be accepted by courts or government agencies.


occupancy

noun: The act or state of living in or using a building, room, or property.
Example: The building’s occupancy is limited to 100 people for safety reasons.
More examples:
	The lease agreement specifies the terms of occupancy for the tenant.

	Fire codes regulate occupancy to prevent overcrowding in public spaces.
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notification

noun: The act of informing someone officially about something.
Example: The tenant received a notification about the rent increase.
More examples:
	Legal notification must be given before evicting a tenant.

	The court sent a notification to all parties about the hearing date.


offering

noun: Something presented or given, often as part of a legal agreement or transaction.
Example: The company made a public offering of its shares on the stock market.
More examples:
	The seller’s offering included all necessary warranties and guarantees.

	The charity accepted the offering as a donation to support its cause.
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nonjudicial

adjective: Relating to actions or processes that do not involve the court or judge.
Example: The parties reached a nonjudicial settlement to avoid a lengthy court trial.
More examples:
	Nonjudicial foreclosure allows lenders to take possession of property without going to court.

	The dispute was resolved through a nonjudicial mediation process.


offer

noun: A proposal or expression of willingness to enter into a contract or agreement on certain terms.
Example: The company made an offer to buy the competitor’s assets.
verb: To present or propose something for acceptance or rejection.
Example: The defendant offered evidence to support their case.
More examples:
	The seller accepted the buyer’s offer after negotiating the price.


	The landlord offered to reduce the rent during the renovation period.
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notice

noun: A formal written or verbal announcement or warning about something important.
Example: The tenant received a notice to vacate the apartment within 30 days.
verb: To become aware of or pay attention to something.
Example: The court noticed the discrepancy in the contract.
More examples:
	The company gave employees notice of the upcoming policy changes.


	The lawyer noticed that the opposing counsel missed a filing deadline.


offeror

noun: A person or party who makes an offer in a contract or negotiation.
Example: The offeror proposed terms that were favorable to both sides.
More examples:
	The offeror withdrew the proposal before the deadline.

	In a contract dispute, the offeror must prove the offer was clear and definite.
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Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list below:
nonfeasance, obligor, notary, occupancy, notification, offering, nonjudicial, offer, notice, offeror
	The parties resolved their dispute through a ______ process, avoiding litigation.

	The landlord posted a ______ on the tenant’s door about the overdue rent.

	The defendant’s failure to act was considered ______ and led to legal consequences.

	The ______ failed to repay the loan, resulting in a breach of contract.

	The deed was signed in front of a ______ to ensure it was legally binding.

	The ______ proposed a contract with favorable terms for both parties.

	The business limited ______ in the venue to comply with fire safety regulations.

	The company made a generous ______ to a nonprofit organization.

	The seller accepted the ______ after reviewing the proposed price and conditions.

	The tenant received a formal ______ about the scheduled maintenance.


Answers:

	nonjudicial

	notice

	nonfeasance

	obligor

	notary

	offeror

	occupancy

	offering

	offer

	notification
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