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Characters

Maya: she/her, college. Ava’s girlfriend, same year in undergrad as Ava. The mom of the friend group.

Ava*: femme, college. Been friends with Maya for six years, asked her out a year ago. Enjoys a good party.

Ellis: they/them, college. The non-binary aroace person who only comes to social functions for the books (and to be the designated driver).

Brad: he/him, cis, college. Floating through college on the party life. Has been after Maya for quite some time, and getting more persistent with every rejection.

Clayton: he/him, cis, college. Brad’s friend.

Oberon*: he/him. King of the fairies. Stuck in his ways, missing the old days. Self-absorbed. Hates losing.

Titania*: gender-diverse. Queen/ruler of the fairies. She’s grown and changed with the times. A guardian of healthy relationships. Protective.

Puck*: any gender. Revels in chaos and confusion. Likes to think they're in charge.

Frey*: any gender. The changeling child from A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Titania raised them, but Oberon tricked her via the love flower into giving Frey to him. Doesn't like Oberon.

Ensemble fairies & college students: as needed.

Notes

*This character uses one set of pronouns for ease of writing, not to indicate the only gender they can be. Please discuss with the actor and adjust pronouns and gendered language as needed. Please highlight femme and gender diverse (trans, non-binary, etc) performers everywhere possible.

Unless specified, all characters are open race, ethnicity, ability, and age. Please be considerate of how casting impacts the narrative.
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Synopsis

Take Midsummer Night’s Dream, put it in a contemporary Percy Jackson-type world, and make it even gayer without the pressure of marriage at the end.
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All rights whatsoever in these plays are strictly reserved. Requests to produce the text in whole or in part should be addressed to the publisher (beks@beksroen.org).

All Performing Rights, amateur, professional, etc: Applications for performance, in excerpt or in full, throughout the world should be addressed to Beks Roen beks@beksroen.org.

This material, being fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United States, is subject to a royalty. No performance of any kind may be given unless a license has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for performance.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

SCENE 1
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A college classroom. We see Brad, Clayton, Maya, her girlfriend Ava, and Ellis in class, displaying varying levels of diligence.



BRAD

You ready for the party tonight?

CLAYTON

You know I am, dude!

BRAD

I hear the DJ’s gonna be lit. Can’t wait to hit the dance floor.

MAYA

(under her breath)

It’s a house. Not a club.

(They ignore her.)

BRAD

(indicates Maya; knows the answer but wants the reaction)

You know who I’m gonna ask...?

CLAYTON

Maya?

BRAD

You bet I am.

CLAYTON

She’s been telling you no for months, dude. Take the hint; it’s the size of a billboard.

BRAD

I’m gonna dance with Maya all night long.

(He turns to Maya, who shuts him down.)

AVA

Quit, Brad. We’re trying to focus.

BRAD

Nobody asked you, Ava.

AVA

Nobody asked you either.

MAYA

Ellis, are you going?

ELLIS

Wasn’t planning on it.

AVA

Aw, come on. It’ll be fun.

ELLIS

That’s what you said the last time. And I spent the whole night hiding behind a bookshelf.

AVA

You could’ve been part of the group.

CLAYTON

Sounds like someone needs—

AVA & MAYA

To shut up, Clayton.

AVA

Ellis, it’s Mack’s birthday.

ELLIS

I know. I told them happy birthday this morning when I gave them their card.

AVA

I hear it’s gonna be a pretty small thing. Laid back, you know?

ELLIS

You need a designated driver, don’t you?

AVA

...No, of course not. I’m just trying to include you in—

(Maya elbows Ava.)

Yes. We do.

ELLIS

Fine. But I’m sitting by the first pet or bookshelf I find and staying there until 1am. When we are all leaving together because you two need your sleep.

MAYA

And you need yours. I was actually going to suggest midnight.

AVA

Aw, but that’s barely enough time to have any fun.

MAYA

Just because we go home at midnight doesn’t mean the fun has to stop.

(Brad and Clayton react.)

ELLIS

Hey. Back off.

(Maya and Ava share a look, then get up to leave.)

AVA

See you tonight, Ellis.

ELLIS

See ya.


(Exit Maya and Ava.

Enter Oberon, unseen by the mortals.)



ELLIS

Can you stop?

BRAD

What? A man can’t be in love?

ELLIS

A man would be more chivalrous.

BRAD

What are you, two hundred years old?

(Ellis packs up.)

Aw, don’t be mad.

ELLIS

Get stuffed.

(Ellis exits.)

CLAYTON

Come on, man.

(Oberon waves his hand or does something magical. It affects Brad.)

BRAD

Yeah, man. You go ahead, I still gotta pack up.

CLAYTON

Okay. See ya.

(Exit Clayton. Oberon’s voice echoes around us, though his mouth may not move.)

OBERON

You lover, you, who waits aside

And fears that he’ll be left behind:

I can help you catch desire

And capture who you so admire.

Come to me before the dawn,

And trust in honest Oberon.

(Brad, seemingly in a trance, packs up his things and follows the invisible Oberon out.)
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SCENE 2
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The forest.

(Enter Frey. They look over their shoulder as if running/sneaking away from someone.

Enter Puck, who stands in Frey’s way and lets them bump into them.)



FREY

Please don’t send me back.

PUCK

I might. If Titania hadn’t told me otherwise.

FREY

I thought you worked for Oberon.

PUCK

Used to. But he stopped letting me have fun after the Athens mix-up. Titania’s looking for you.

FREY

I’m looking for her.

PUCK

Then let’s—wait. Hide!

(Frey and Puck turn invisible just as Oberon enters.)

OBERON

Hmm. This might give cause to use the flower again.

PUCK

Hear that?

OBERON

Young man, in love with a young woman who does not—but could, under the right circumstances—love him back.

FREY

Aw, not this again.

PUCK

Shh. I wanna listen.

OBERON

The how is easy: there’s a party tonight, they’re both going. There will be drinks and other things... There is the problem of the girlfriend—

PUCK

Woah.

FREY

Yeah, he took the Athens thing pretty hard.

OBERON

I’ll wipe her memory!

PUCK

See, when I broke up a couple, it was by accident.

FREY

And how many times were you asked to fix it before you actually did?

PUCK

Not important.

OBERON

But how to approach the boy? If I use the potion while they’re awake, they’ll see it. Or me. Could be a test to see how much initiative he’s willing to take
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