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​Introduction
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Jesus told the disciples that He would give us the keys to the Kingdom. We know that He spoke of authority and access. The Kingdom Citizens series is designed to help believers live daily as followers of Christ. 

Kingdom Citizens gives brief and vital information teaching Christians how to live under God’s rule in a world that is opposed to Christ. It is our prayer that you will be blessed by the materials presented. Jesus said that it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

In this Issue:

The Kingdom of God has ordinances that govern it. There is a way in which those therein should behave themselves. In this publication, we will discuss Kingdom Character. We will examine the appropriate character of the Christian. The Kingdom demands character. The believer must possess the mind and character of Christ. 
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​- Section 1-

​The Good Samaritan
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The Kingdom of God has ordinances that govern it. There is a way in which those therein should behave themselves. In this publication, we will discuss Kingdom Character. We will examine the appropriate character of the Christian. The Kingdom demands character. The believer must possess the mind and character of Christ.

Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 2:5

It has been the plan of God from the beginning to have sons and daughters. Through the new birth in Christ, we are the children of God. Christ came to free us from the bondage of sin, not only in our flesh, but also in our spirit and personality. 

This means our character: How do we handle people? How do we deal with disappointment? How do we deal with hurts? How do we deal with life’s problems? 

In our best and worst moments, we must have the character and nature of God in us. We must have Kingdom Character. In the well-known parable of the Good Samaritan, we find an example of character and conduct worthy of the Kingdom of God. 

When Jesus spoke, it was to instruct us. The story of the Good Samaritan is more than a Sunday school story; it should be a way of life for those in the Kingdom. (Read Luke 10:30-37)

The Samaritan demonstrated character traits that everyone in the Kingdom of God should have. First, he showed mercy and love toward his sworn enemy. We sometimes hold to the Pharisaic way of thinking:

We will love those that love us and hate those that hate us. If someone does not speak to us, we say that we will not speak to him or her. Our excuse is that you have to be careful and not get hurt again. 

Nevertheless, Jesus said that we are to be like our Father, which is in heaven. Jesus said that God was kind to the unthankful and the evil. Even our sworn “enemies” deserve our kindness. We should consider ourselves when we are trying to handle someone else’s wrongdoing. Why? We must treat them as we would want to be treated. 

The Mercy of the Samaritan

We all have been guilty of displaying bad attitudes and being difficult at times; yet, we would not like to be criticized. Oftentimes, when we are offended, we usually slander the offender to someone else. Not only are we upset, but we also recruit others to join us in our disdain. From there, we wage war against our now so-called “enemy.” 

If the scenario were in reverse, we would be upset, claiming that people do not understand us. We will make excuses for our behavior, while accepting none for our “enemy.” 

Even when we are offended, we must exercise mercy and compassion. Else, when we are the offender, we may not find anyone to have compassion on us. 

The Benevolence of the Samaritan

Aside from demonstrating compassion, the Samaritan also exemplified hospitality and generosity. He not only helped the man from the side of the road, he also made sure he was taken care of at his own expense. Many of us would not want to be involved. The Samaritan allowed himself to be fully involved with someone who hated him.

We love to say that we will handle individuals with a long-handled spoon. What does that mean? Does it mean to cut them off? Does it mean that they are beyond help? What it should mean is that we are to exercise prudence when dealing with the individual, while allowing the love of God to flow from us. From the Samaritan’s example, we find an excellent example of the type of character we are to have as citizens in the Kingdom of God. 

When we consider this parable, we must ask ourselves the question: Which character in this parable are we? Are we like the man that fell among the robbers? If we are like him, this means that we are easily offended. No matter what anyone says, we are always the victims. We allow our feelings and emotions to become so bruised and damaged until we are like the walking dead. 

The Importance of Forgiveness

Many have become crippled in their relationship with God because of hurts. They complain that no one loves them, nor understands them. If we have been hurt, God offers healing. However, true healing can only take place when we forgive. It seems hard and unfair to have to forgive when you have not made the offense, but it is a requirement. 

How do we forgive then? We forgive by faith. We release offenders by faith, not feeling. We must remember what Jesus said, when we pray, forgive. If we do not forgive, our Father in heaven will not forgive us. Read (Matthew 18:23-25)

From this parable of the Kingdom, great truths are found. Though someone may offend us, we should consider the many times we have failed God. The same compassion God offers us; we must extend it to those who have hurt us. Forgiveness does not mean that we admit that no wrong was done. It does mean that in spite of the offense, we release the offender from any blame or charge. 

If we do not offer this type of forgiveness, God will withdraw His forgiveness from us. Jesus said that this is what the Kingdom is like. At the end of the story, He plainly said that God would do the same thing as the king in the parable (see Matthew 18:21-35).. This should serve as a warning to us. We must forgive at all costs. Pray and ask God for strength and help if it seems too hard to do. He is faithful. 

Some of us will say, “I am not like the man that fell among the robbers, my feelings are not hurt easily.” Are we then like the Priest or the Levite? Have we joined the club of the elite where we justify our negative attitudes and dispositions towards others? The Pharisee crossed over to the other side of the road. 

Do we avoid individuals on purpose? Do we justify our attitudes by saying, “We can get along, as long as we do not have to talk to each other?” That is not true if you are a part of the Kingdom of God. 

The heart of God calls for reconciliation and restoration of relationships, especially where believers are concerned. The scriptures tell us to do good to all men, especially those of the household of faith. How can we do good unto them without interaction? Someone will have to mature and grow so that the enemy will not have the victory in the situation. 

Some of us take on the attitude of the Levite. Like the Pharisee, he went down and looked at the man, but offered no assistance. Sometimes, we will acknowledge the situation and the problem, but will not step up to make changes. 

We say, “I know I have to forgive and I know my attitude is wrong toward the individual,” but we then cross over to the others side of the road and keep going. We must realize that as long as there is a breach in relationship, from our perspective, we will not progress in God or receive His forgiveness. 

How many of us can honestly say that if we were a character in this story, we would be the Samaritan? There would only be a few of us. We cloud the standard of the Scriptures set for Kingdom Character by our experiences and emotions. In order for us to take on the mentality of the Samaritan, it takes discipline and self-denial. It does become hard when others constantly offend us. 

Though our experiences and emotions change, God’s standards do not. 

Jesus said that all things were possible to them that believe. Many of us do not believe that we can have the character and mind of Christ. If we would only believe, we will allow ourselves the freedom to grow and allow God the freedom to help us develop Kingdom Character. 
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