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The course of true love never did run smooth.

Shakespeare (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)
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Chapter One
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Runner’s High

Women in droopy clothes and cheap footwear crawl out of aging cars and move to enter a market in a poorer area of Orange County.

Soon after, these same women are buying Lotto tickets at a vending machine within the market.

After a while, with their shopping carts filled with junk food and processed items, the women stand in check-out lines and gaze at the headlines of tabloid newspapers.

As if in a movie, the scene crossfades to the interior of an unknown vehicle driving north on the 405 Freeway. Looking out through its windows, the vehicle whizzes past industrial areas, car dealerships, and billboards for personal injury lawyers.  

Continuing to look out through the unknown vehicle’s windows, other signs appear. Signs for Marina del Rey, Wilshire Blvd, and Sunset Blvd.

Soon the images outside of the unknown vehicle’s windows show the wealthy neighborhood of Brentwood.

In Brentwood, the women are wearing tight-fitting clothes and designer shoes, and they are driving late-model luxury cars.

Michele Rohm, thirty-something and classically gorgeous, runs on a grassy median. Wearing a sports bra and workout leggings, she passes a sign that reads San Vicente Blvd. 

Two young, male runners jog toward Michele.  She smiles at the runners, as she approaches and passes them. The runners stop and look admiringly at Michele. 

From the unknown vehicle, an Unseen Person watches Michele from a distance.

On the median, Michele runs faster, pushing herself to her limit, till at last, she crosses an imaginary finish line. She collapses with her hands on her knees breathing heavily.

From the unknown vehicle, the Unseen Person watches Michele cross from the grassy median to the sidewalk. 

As she pulls on a tank top, the Unseen Person drives away. 
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Chapter Two
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Mayor of Brentwood

Michele approaches a coffee shop.

Fran and Carly, both thirty-something and gorgeous, sit at an outdoor table. They wear workout leggings, sports bras, and tank tops. They wave to Michele, and she approaches them.

“How was your run?” asks Carly.

“Awesome!”

“You look like shit!” say Fran.

Michele gives Fran the finger.

“We finished intensive yoga,” says Carly.

“It was killer,” adds Fran.

Michele slips into an urban dialect. “Good thing yo’ nigga’ Crawford like his women thick.”

“Shut up!” says Fran.

“Just sayin’.”

“Fuck you!”

“Yo’ ass ain’t getting’ smalla’ on killa’ yoga.”

Fran now gives Michele the finger. 

“How was Vallarta?” asks Carly.

“Great.”

“No. Really. How was it?”

“I just said.”

“Answer the question,” says Fran.

“You gettin’ back together?” asks Carly.

Michele throws Fran a quick glance, then turns to Carly.

“The sex was great...”

“Oh, yeah!”

“And I’ve missed that.”

“Details!” adds Carly.

“I didn’t divorce Tine for the...”

Fran interrupts, “You gettin’ back together?”

“Who put the bitch in you today?”

“Friends want to know.”

After a beat, Michele answers, “No.”

Fran turns to Carly. “Told you!” She glances at Michele. “What happened?”

“Am I gonna see this in a tabloid?”

“Who you think we are?”

Michelle answers Fran. “I don’t know.” Then to Carly. “I don’t know.”

“What happened?”

Michele turns again to Fran. “Where’s your phone?”

Fran glances at the table. Michele picks up Fran’s phone and checks it to see if it is recording.  She sets it down.

“Everything was fine. Kids enjoying their dad. Like it used to be.”

“And?”

“He went rage. Called me a whore.”

“Why?”

“Accused me of eyeing a cabana boy.”

“Were you?” asks Fran.

“A glance.”

“Oh, Michele,” adds Carly.

“What? I can’t look?”

“Not if you’re trying to get back.”

“Here’s the thing, Carly,” says Fran. “Our friend Michele. She’s trying to find out. If there’s life outside of marriage.”

Michele throws Fran a dirty look, then turns to Carly. 

“Anyway. He flew off. Bahamas. His movie. I can’t glance. But you know, he tried fucking every girl on set.”

From the street, honking is heard. The women turn.

A Bentley automobile drives up and parks in the red zone adjacent to the coffee shop.

Valentine ‘Tine’ Evans, a forty-something, athletic, handsome, well-dressed Black man, steps out of the Bentley.  

At the coffee shop, the women look toward Tine approaching. Fran and Carly steal glances toward Michele, then they cast a look toward one another.

Michele purposely turns away, as Tine comes up to the table. Tine smiles broadly, as he greets the women.

“Ladies! How are you?”

“Just dandy, Tine,” says Fran.

“Gonna get ticketed,” adds Carly.

“The LAPD is cool with the Tine.”

“Mayor of Brentwood?” asks Carly.

“Oh, yeah.”

“How’s the movie?” asks Carly.

“Had a great time in the islands,” says Tine.

“Gonna be in theaters?”

“Pilot for a streamer. Finishing in L
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