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Chapter 1

I was sitting in the pastor’s office and staring at my unopened 
Bible. I was the chairman of the Church Board of the Community Church of Cactus Hills. Our pastor was a younger man who had been with us for three years. He suddenly quit since he decided to leave the ministry. His wife had died of cancer; he lost interest in God since his prayers had been ignored. He was very bitter for the way God treated him or at least he claimed that. I was more realistic and thought God did what God wanted to do.
My name was Paul James and I was a high school computer science teacher at a city about 30 minutes away.  I ran advertisements for a preacher. But there was no interest. I began to think that this church would have to close its doors. Cactus Hills was a small town and the members would have to drive 30 minutes to a larger town or stop going to church.

Chapter 2

Suddenly my cell phone rang and the man said that he would like to talk to me about becoming the new pastor. He lived in Cactus Hills so he hated to see the church go under.

I looked out the window and saw a car parked in front of the church. Obviously he had been driving while he was talking.

He came in and shook my hand and said his name was Josh Stone.

We sat down so we could talk. “How many members are on the Board?” Josh asked.

I shrugged my shoulders and responded, “We used to have half a dozen members on the board, but they lost interest so I am the only one left.”

Chapter 3

I got Josh and me a Pepsi since it was warm today.

He took a sip of Pepsi and said, “I want to tell you something that I want you to keep it to yourself.  Even my wife doesn’t know about it.”

I got interested since it seemed normal, but didn’t want others to know.

“I wasn’t a religion person as I grew up. My parents never took me to church and I didn’t mind. I went to college and majored in teaching with minor in English and Spanish. I was in my last year of college when my roommate 
Ralph suggested that he hypnotize me. He was going to become a psychologist and needed some practice. I thought it was sort of funny so I went along with him.”
Chapter 4

“He started taking me back in time and suddenly I realized I was a person known as Jesus and I was a teacher. Jesus was a common name at that time so he wasn’t concerned. I had read the Gospels in the Bible for fun. I started feeling strange since I thought maybe I was a reincarnation of Jesus of the Bible.

Ralph woke me up and asked if I was pulling his leg and didn’t believe what I felt who I was.”

I smiled and said, “Maybe you were crazy. People with mental problems think they are Jesus.”

Josh laughed and said, “I wondered myself, but Ralph said I was not crazy. He took me through a lot of Jesus’s life which was interesting. However, I didn’t follow the events in Jesus’ life.”

Chapter 5

I gathered my thoughts and said, “Did you die on the cross?”

“No I got scared so I took my wife Mary and went to France where we lived out our lives. It is strange that I can teach French though. There is no demand for French in the southwest.”

I thought for moment and said, “I remember this story. According to some French traditions, after the death of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, along with several companions, was expelled from the Holy Land and arrived in France. Jesus and his wife Mary lived there until they died. It is just a tale that can’t be proved.”

Chapter 6

Josh Stone thought for a moment and said, “I would like to preach a couple of sermons so you can decide if I am a good preacher. I will take the small salary that is offered.

That Sunday my wife and I went to the service and Josh gave a very good sermon. Slowly the church started growing and soon the church was full every Sunday. A new board was created so I dropped out. I felt that
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