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Through unwavering discipline, pure focus, and a singular desire to earn their Guru’s rajipo, these children transformed sacred verses into a living, guiding light. You are the heartbeat of this journey.
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Prologue: A Promise Made in Sanskrit
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The year was 2020, and a quiet revolution was about to unfold across the globe. His Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj, the sixth spiritual successor of Bhagwan Swaminarayan, sat in deep contemplation. In his heart burned a vision of thousands of children, young and innocent, carrying the sacred verses of the Satsang Diksha in their hearts and upon their tongues.

He had authored this concise scripture of 315 Sanskrit verses to articulate the philosophical principles and devotional practices to be followed by all BAPS devotees. The Satsang Diksha was his gift to the world a spiritual compass for navigating the complexities of modern life. But now, he envisioned something even more profound.

He saw children as young as three years old, from every continent, reciting these verses with perfect fluency. He saw a generation of young scholars who would become living libraries of the Akshar-Purushottam Darshan walking repositories of ancient wisdom in a digital age. He saw these children not merely memorizing words, but embodying teachings that would guide them through life's challenges and triumphs.

His words became a clarion call that would echo across mandirs, homes, and hearts: "One who memorises the Satsang Diksha verses in Sanskrit should be known as a scholar of Akshar-Purushottam Darshan" .

What followed was nothing short of miraculous. Across India, the United Kingdom, Africa, Europe, North America, Australia, and beyond, children rose to the challenge with a determination that defied their tender years. They studied day and night, through illness and adversity, sacrificing playtime and favorite foods to achieve their sacred goal. Their ambition was simple yet profound: to earn the rajipo the heart-swelling happiness of their beloved guru, Mahant Swami Maharaj.

[image: When Service Becomes a Way of Life: A Memorable Moment with Mahant Swami  Maharaj – The Satsang Life]
This is their story. [image: ]
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Part One: The Beginning of the Journey
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Chapter 1: What Is Satsang Diksha?
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Before we can understand the children's extraordinary journey, we must first understand what they set out to memorize.

The Satsang Diksha is a concise scripture composed by Mahant Swami Maharaj, containing 315 Sanskrit verses based on the divine teachings of Bhagwan Swaminarayan. In these verses, Mahant Swami Maharaj succinctly describes the philosophical principles to be understood and the devotional practices to be undertaken by all BAPS devotees. It is a masterpiece of spiritual literature brief enough to be accessible, yet profound enough to guide a lifetime.

The scripture's creation itself was an act of devotion. On the sacred day of Vasant Panchami, 30 January 2020, in Navsari, Mahant Swami Maharaj began the "Satsang Diksha Scripture Writing Yagna". At the age of 87, he wrote continuously for 64 days, completing the Gujarati text on 2 April 2020, the appearance day of Bhagwan Swaminarayan. The work was then translated into Sanskrit by Mahamahopadhyay Pujya Bhadreshdas Swami.

[image: 425 children recited the Satsang Deeksha Granth at BAPS temple, children  aged 3 to 13 participated]
But the Satsang Diksha is more than a philosophical text. It is a guidebook for life itself. It expounds the eternal principles of agna (commandments) and upasana (worship) as propounded by Parabrahma Bhagwan Swaminarayan, along with clear guidance on daily conduct applicable to all. This scripture instills noble values in individuals of all ages, nurturing an ethical, spiritual, and value-based society.
For the children who set out to memorize it, the Satsang Diksha became their companion, their teacher, and their most treasured possession. It was not merely a text to be recited it was a way of life to be embraced. [image: ]
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Chapter 2: Mission Rajipo Begins
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On 5 July 2020, during a Guru Purnima assembly in Nenpur, Mahant Swami Maharaj formally offered the scripture to the world and commanded children and youth to memorize it. In October 2020, during a felicitation assembly for the initial cohort of around 300 youth who had memorized the Satsang Diksha, Mahant Swami Maharaj made a bold and prophetic prediction: "At present you are 300, but many will follow you and there will be 1,000, 2,000..."

His words lit a fire in the hearts of children everywhere. What began as a small flame would soon become a blazing movement that would span continents and transform countless young lives.

The BAPS Children's Activities Central Office in Ahmedabad announced a national competition to memorize the Satsang Diksha. The goal was ambitious: thousands of children committing all 315 verses to memory. The challenge seemed daunting, but the children were undeterred. They understood that this was not merely a competition it was an opportunity to earn the love and appreciation of their spiritual father.

The project was named "Mission Rajipo" a beautiful and fitting title. Rajipo is a Gujarati word that conveys the deep, heartfelt happiness of a guru upon seeing his disciples' achievements. For these children, the goal was not a trophy or a certificate. It was the priceless, immeasurable joy of pleasing their spiritual father.

Ranging in age from 4 years to 13, these children persisted day and night, through illness and adversity, while curbing their natural tendency to play and eat their favorite foods. Their desire to fulfill "Mission Rajipo" to please Mahant Swami Maharaj overrode all distractions they encountered. It was a remarkable display of discipline and devotion that would leave a lasting impression on all who witnessed it.

Mahant Swami Maharaj explained the profound purpose behind the effort, saying that Sanskrit refines pronunciation, enriches vocabulary, and sharpens intellect. The regular chanting of Sanskrit shlokas enhances focus, clarity, and mental purity truths now supported by modern science. Through recitation, the children were not merely memorizing Sanskrit; they were internalizing compassion, humility, truth, and harmony the essence of divine living.
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Chapter 3: The Historic Train Journey
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On 16 March 2021, something truly remarkable took place. It was a train ride like no other a special, memorable virtual two-hour journey with guruhari Mahant Swami Maharaj.

The price of a ticket? Memorizing all 315 shloks of the Satsang Diksha.

Around 23,800 children from throughout India participated in the Satsang Diksha National Adhiveshan, having memorized the shloks in Sanskrit or Gujarati. Of these, 1,537 passed the stringent test to earn their priceless ticket to ride with Swamishri. And an incredible 209 children had memorized the Satsang Diksha in both Sanskrit and Gujarati a remarkable feat that demonstrated their deep commitment and linguistic prowess.

The online evening assembly was coordinated from the BAPS Mandir in Sarangpur, where two confident young balaks (boys) hosted the proceedings with poise and enthusiasm. It began with a magical moment: Swamishri, holding Shri Harikrishna Maharaj and Shri Gunatitanand Swami in his lap, concealed within a giant gift-wrapped box. The young balaks welcomed Swamishri with joy as the gift box was opened a moment of pure delight that set the tone for the entire celebration.

[image: Swamishri during the assembly]
In Nenpur, a small train on tracks had been set up to symbolize Swamishri's journey to various centers to meet the balaks. As he traveled to each destination Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat, and Mumbai the train would move along the tracks before coming to a halt at each station. It was a creative and engaging way to bring the children together despite the physical distances that separated them. [image: ]
At each location, children performed live welcome dances and interacted online with Swamishri in creative ways. He tested them, asking them to spontaneously recite the shloks they had memorized. Videos were shown depicting the efforts the children had put in and how they had benefitted in their daily lives. Before departing from each venue, Swamishri selected a sweet dish to be sent to the children. A small but meaningful gesture of his love and appreciation.

At the end of the yatra, Swamishri unveiled the trophies and mementoes to be presented to the award-winning children. It was a moment of triumph and celebration, marking the culmination of months of dedicated effort.
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Chapter 4: The Guru's Love
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The highlight of the evening was yet to come.

[image: On 16 March 2021, Swamishri threads a mala to be presented to the children]
It was revealed that over the previous two days, Mahant Swami Maharaj had expressed his heartfelt delight at the children's remarkable achievements by personally threading beads in a special mala (rosary) and preparing chocolate to be sent to them. The image of the spiritual head of a global organization sitting patiently, threading beads one by one, thinking of each child who would receive them, is a powerful testament to his love and devotion. [image: ]
The extra-long mala was first offered to Shri Harikrishna Maharaj and Shri Gunatitanand Swami by Swamishri, and then Swamishri was garlanded with it. Each child would receive a bead from the sanctified mala, a tangible connection to their guru's love and blessing. It was a small piece of the divine, carried home in the hands of the young scholars.

But that was not all. Swamishri had also spent several hours writing a thoughtful four-page letter addressed to all the children, inspiring and blessing them for their continued progress. In an age of instant messaging and fleeting communication, this handwritten letter was a precious gift, a tangible expression of his care and concern for each child's spiritual journey.

Then, like a loving grandfather, Swamishri blessed the children by narrating a wonderful story about a rabbit, tortoise, and lion, teaching them the necessity of regular daily effort to achieve success. The children listened with rapt attention, absorbing the wisdom that was being lovingly imparted to them.

Before the assembly concluded
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