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To make music you will need:






	DAW (So you will need a PC or Laptop) 


You will need a DAW either to:

	Produce music

	Record your voice and mix it

	Record your Musical Instruments




	Musical Instrument (I would recommend using a Guitar or Piano)



At first you won't need an expensive musical instrument, a cheap or second-hand one will suffice, and eventually if you improve you can acquire a better one.




If you also want to sing your songs you need a microphone, if you have a small budget a cheap one or one from your cell phone will do.

If you ever get a better microphone you can simply re-record your voice or instrument.

	NOTE: If you don't know how to play a musical instrument or don't want to, the other option is that there are also Virtual Instruments vst instrument in DAWs.


Some DAWs already have them included

If not, you can get them either for free or paid 
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You can also get synths or effects like reverb, delay, distortion, autotune (Vocal tuning), etc.
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What is a DAW?

A Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) is software used for recording, editing, mixing, and producing audio files. including features like multi-track recording, MIDI support, virtual instruments, audio effects, and mixing tools. DAWs are essential for musicians, producers, and sound engineers to create, manipulate, and refine audio projects on computers and other digital devices. Popular DAWs include Ableton Live, FL Studio, Logic Pro, and Pro Tools.

You will need 3 basic elements:

	Harmony

	Melody

	Rhythm


Harmony

Harmony involves the combination of different musical notes played simultaneously to produce a chord or a series of chords.

The combination of different notes played together to support the melody, usually forming chords.

Let's start with Harmony

Let's do it in C major

To start you will need a progression of at least 4 chords

Let’s start with a basic progression

I – vi – IV – V (C – Am – F – G)

(1 – 6 – 4 – 5)
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This is the formula

To build a chord progression in C major


	Note

	Roman Numeral

	Chord

	Degree

	C

	I

	C major

	Tonic


	D

	ii

	D minor

	Supertonic


	E

	iii

	E minor

	Mediant


	F

	IV

	F major

	Subdominant


	G

	V

	G major

	Dominant


	A

	vi

	A minor

	Submediant


	B

	vii°

	B diminished

	Leading tone




Other C Major chord progressions

C - G - Am – F

I-V-vi-IV

C - F - Am – G

I-IV-vi-V 

Am - F - C – G

vi-IV-I-V

C - Am - Dm – G

I-vi-ii-V
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How to

Build Chords

It doesn't matter the scale or key

The way to build a major or minor chord is as follows:

The first note marks the chord

Then 3 spaces (notes beetwen)

and then 2 spaces

This for a major chord

For C major it is:

C - E - G

––––––––
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And for a minor chord it is the other way around

2 spaces and then 3 spaces

For A minor it would be: 

A - C - E

[image: image]

Try it on your own in your favorite DAW or on a Piano

Melody

Melody is a sequence of notes that are perceived as a single. It is often the most recognizable part of a piece of music, containing the main theme or tune.

The melody is what you typically hum or sing along to in a song.

To make a melody you can simply follow the scale you are in

In this case C Major:

C – D – E – F – G – A- B

Do – Re – Mi – Fa – Sol – La – Si

Or you can follow the chords you build before:

C – Am – F – G

––––––––
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Rhythm/Beat

Rhythm is the element of time in music. It is the pattern of beats or a sequence of durations of notes and rests.

In this case the rhythmic part of the song will be a classic beat called "Four-on-the-floor"
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How to make a Beat
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We need four elements "Drum Samples":

	Kick (Bass Drum)

	Snare or Clap

	Closed Hi – Hat


Bass Drum: Place a bass drum hit on every beat (1, 2, 3, 4) of a 4/4 measure.

Snare/Clap: Put a snare or clap on beats 2 and 4.

Hi-Hat: Plays on beats 1 and 3 to create a syncopated rhythm. For more groove, you can also place additional hi-hat hits on the "and" of each beat (e.g., 1 and, 2 and).[image: image]


	Beat

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Kick

	X

	X

	X

	X


	Clap

	
	X

	
	X


	Hi-Hat

	X

	
	X

	



Perfect!
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Structure your Song

For Example:

Intro | Verse | Chorus | Verse | Chorus | Bridge | Chorus | Outro

1. Verse-Chorus Form

This structure is especially used in pop music.

Example: "Shape of You" by Ed Sheeran

Intro: Instrumental 

Verse 1: Introduction of the story

Chorus: Catchy, repetitive hook

Verse 2: Continuation of the story

Chorus: Repeats the hook

Bridge: Provides a contrast or build-up

Chorus: Repeats with added energy

Outro: Repeats the hook or fades out

Lyrics Structure

––––––––
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[Intro]
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[Verse 1]

––––––––
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[Pre-Chorus]
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[image: ]


[Chorus]
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[Verse 2]
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[Pre-Chorus]
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[Chorus]
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[Outro]

Verse-Chorus Form:






Intro: 4 bars

Verse 1: 8 or 16 bars

Chorus: 8 or 16 bars

Verse 2: 8 or 16 bars

Chorus: 8 or 16 bars

Bridge: 8 or 16 bars

Chorus: 8 or 16 bars

Outro: 4 or 8 bars

Other example:
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Fl Studio
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