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            	Year

            
            	Age

            
            	Life

            
         

         
         
            
            	1840

            
            	 

            
            	Hardy is born 2 June at Higher Bockhampton in the cottage built by his grandfather

            
         

         
         
            
            	1841

            
            	 

            
            	Birth of his sister, Mary

            
         

         
         
            
            	1848

            
            	8

            
            	Attends village school

            
         

         
         
            
            	1849–56

            
            	9–16

            
            	Attends school in Dorchester

            
         

         
         
            
            	1856

            
            	16

            
            	Articled to John Hicks, a Dorchester architect

            
         

         
         
            
            	1858

            
            	18

            
            	About now writes his first surviving poem, ‘Domicilium’

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1862–7

            
            	22–7

            
            	Living in London, working as an architect, writes poetry but fails to get it published




	1860s

	 

	Throughout this decade Hardy steadily loses his religious faith

            
         

         
         
            
            	1865

            
            	25

            
            	A short fictional piece called ‘How I Built Myself a House’ is published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1867

            
            	27

            
            	Returns to Dorset, begins his first novel, The Poor Man and the Lady

            
         

         
         
            
            	1868

            
            	28

            
            	Romantic affair with his cousin, Tryphena Sparks. The Poor Man and the Lady is rejected by publishers

            
         

         
         
            
            	1869

            
            	29

            
            	Works in Weymouth for an architect

            
         

         
         
            
            	1870

            
            	30

            
            	Meets and falls in love with Emma Lavinia Gifford while at St Juliot in Cornwall planning the restoration of the church

            
         

         
         
            
            	1871

            
            	31

            
            	Desperate Remedies, published anonymously, is a commercial failure

            
         

         
         
            
            	1872

            
            	32

            
            	Has minor success with Under the Greenwood Tree

            
         

         
         
            
            	1873

            
            	33

            
            	A Pair of Blue Eyes, Hardy’s first novel to appear as a serial. Becomes a full-time novelist

            
         

         
         
            
            	1874

            
            	34

            
            	Far from the Madding Crowd, his first real success.




	 

	 

	Marries Emma Gifford. For next nine years they move from one lodging to another

            
         

         
         
            
            	1878

            
            	38

            
            	The Return of the Native. Becomes member of London’s Savile Club

            
         

         

         
         
            
            	1879

            
            	39

            
            	His short story, ‘The Distracted Preacher’, is published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1880

            
            	40

            
            	The Trumpet-Major. Is taken ill for several months

            
         

         
         
            
            	1881

            
            	41

            
            	A Laodicean

            
         

         
         
            
            	1882

            
            	42

            
            	Two on a Tower. Visits Paris

            
         

         
         
            
            	1885

            
            	45

            
            	Moves into Max Gate, house on outskirts of Dorchester. Lives there for the rest of his life

            
         

         
         
            
            	1886

            
            	46

            
            	The Mayor of Casterbridge. Sees Impressionist paintings in London

            
         

         
         
            
            	1887

            
            	47

            
            	The Woodlanders. Visits France and Italy

            
         

         
         
            
            	1888

            
            	48

            
            	Wessex Tales, his first collection of short stories, and an essay on ‘The Profitable Reading of Fiction’

            
         

         
         
            
            	1890

            
            	50

            
            	An essay, ‘Candour in English Fiction’

            
         

         
         
            
            	1891

            
            	51

            
            	Tess of the d’Urbervilles; A Group of Noble Dames (short stories); an essay, ‘The Science of Fiction’

            
         

         
         
            
            	1892

            
            	52

            
            	Death of Hardy’s father

            
         

         
         
            
            	1893

            
            	53

            
            	On visit to Ireland meets Florence Henniker, for whom he develops a great affection

            
         

         
         
            
            	1894

            
            	54

            
            	Life’s Little Ironies (short stories)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1895

            
            	55

            
            	Jude the Obscure

            
         

         
         
            
            	1895–6

            
            	 

            	First collected edition of novels, entitled ‘Wessex Novels’

            
         


         
         
            
            	1896

            
            	56

            
            	Ceases novel-writing and returns to poetry

            
         

         
         
            
            	1897

            
            	57

            
            	The Well-Beloved, much revised after publication as a serial in 1892

            
         

         
         
            
            	1898

            
            	58

            
            	Wessex Poems (51 poems): Hardy’s first book of verse, including his own illustrations

            
         

         
         
            
            	1901

            
            	61

            
            	Poems of the Past and the Present (99 poems)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1902

            
            	62

            
            	Macmillan become his main publishers

            
         

         
         
            
            	1904

            
            	64

            
            	The Dynasts, Part I. Death of his mother, Jemima

            
         

         
         
            
            	1905

            
            	65

            
            	Receives honorary doctorate from Aberdeen University, the first of several

            
         

         
         
            
            	1906

            
            	66

            
            	The Dynasts, Part II. About now meets Florence Dugdale

            
         

         
         
            
            	1908

            
            	68

            
            	The Dynasts, Part III. Edits a selection of Barnes’s verse

            
         

         
         
            
            	1909

            
            	69

            
            	Time’s Laughingstocks (94 poems)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1910

            
            	70

            
            	Awarded the Order of Merit

            
         

         
         
            
            	1911

            
            	71

            
            	Ceases spending ‘the season’ in London

            
         

         
         
            
            	1912

            
            	72

            
            	Death of his wife, Emma. The Wessex Edition of his works is published by Macmillan

            
         

         
         
            
            	1913

            
            	73

            
            	A Changed Man and Other Tales. Revisits Cornwall and the scenes of his courtship of Emma

            
         

         
         
            
            	1914

            
            	74

            
            	Satires of Circumstance (107 poems). Marries Florence Dugdale

            
         


        
         
            
            	1915

            
            	75

            
            	Death of his sister, Mary

            
         

         
         
            
            	1916

            
            	76

            
            	Selected Poems of Thomas Hardy edited by Hardy himself

            
         

         
         
            
            	1917

            
            	77

            
            	Moments of Vision (159 poems). Begins to write his autobiography with intention that Florence should publish it under her own name after his death

            
         

         
         
            
            	1919–20

            
            	79

            
            	A de luxe edition of his work, the Mellstock Edition, is published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1920 onwards

            
            	80

            
            	Max Gate becomes a place of pilgrimage for hundreds of admirers

            
         

         
         
            
            	1922

            
            	82

            
            	Late Lyrics and Earlier (151 poems)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1923

            
            	83

            
            	The Queen of Cornwall (a poetic play)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1924

            
            	84

            
            	Hardy’s adaptation of Tess performed in Dorchester

            
         

         
         
            
            	1925

            
            	85

            
            	Human Shows (152 poems)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1928

            
            	88

            
            	Hardy dies on 11 January, part buried in Westminster Abbey, part at the family church at Stinsford. Winter Words (105 poems) is published posthumously. The Early Life of Thomas Hardy, his disguised autobiography, is published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1930

            
            	 

            
            	The Later Years of Thomas Hardy, the second volume of the autobiography, is published. Collected Poems (918 poems) followed by Complete Poems (947 poems) in 1976

            
         

         
         
            
            	1937

            
            	 

            
            	Death of Hardy’s second wife, Florence

            
         




      

   
      
      Chronology of his Times

      
      







         
            
            	Year

            
            	Literary Context

            
            	Historical Events

            
         

         
         
            
            	1840

            
            	 

            
            	Great Irish famine; Penny Post is introduced

            
         

         
         
            
            	1842

            
            	 

            
            	Chartist riots

            
         

         
         
            
            	1846

            
            	 

            
            	Repeal of Corn Laws; Irish potato famine

            
         

         
         
            
            	1847

            
            	Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre

            
            	Railway reaches Dorchester

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            	Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights

            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1848

            
            	Dickens, Dombey & Son

	 





	 

	Thackeray, Vanity Fair

	 




	 

	Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood active

            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1849

            
            	Ruskin Seven Lamps of Architecture

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1850

            
            	Death of Wordsworth

            	 

         

         
         

            	 


            	Tennyson becomes Poet Laureate

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1851

            
            	 

            
            	The Great Exhibition in London

            


         

	1853

	Arnold, Poems
 
	1853–6 The Crimean War
        


         
            
            	1855

            
            	Browning, Men and Women

            	 

         

         
         

            	 


            	Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1858

            
            	George Eliot, Scenes of Clerical Life

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1859

            
            	Darwin, The Origin of Species

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1860

            
            	Collins, The Woman in White

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1861

            
            	Palgrave’s anthology, The Golden Treasury

            	American Civil War





	 

	Hymns Ancient and Modern

	 

            
            
         

         
         
            
            	1863

            
            	Death of Thackeray

            
            	 

         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Mill, Utilitarianism

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1864

            
            	Newman, Apologia pro Vita Sua

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1865

            
            	Death of Elizabeth Gaskell

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1866

            
            	Swinburne, Poems and Ballads

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1867

            
            	Ibsen, Peer Gynt

            
            	Second Reform Bill

            
         

         
         
            
            	1868

            
            	 

            
            	Gladstone becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1869

            
            	Mill, The Subjection of Women

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1870

            
            	Death of Dickens

            
            	Franco-Prussian War Education Act brings education for all

            
         

         
         
            
            	1871

            
            	Darwin, The Descent of Man

            
            	Trade unions legalized

            
         

         
         
            
            	1874

            
            	 

            
            	Disraeli becomes Prime Minister The modern bicycle arrives

            
         

         
         
            
            	1876

            
            	James’s novels begin to be published

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1878

            
            	 

            
            	Edison invents the incandescent electric lamp

            
         

         
            

         
         
            
            	1879

            
            	James Murray becomes editor of what was later to become The Oxford English Dictionary

            	 




            	 

            	Ibsen, A Doll’s House

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1880

            
            	Death of George Eliot Zola, Nana

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1881

            
            	Revised Version of New Testament

            
            	Married Women’s Property Act

            
         

         
         
            
            	1882

            
            	Deaths of Darwin, D. G. Rossetti and Trollope

            
            	Daimler’s petrol engine

            
         

         
         
            
            	1885

            
            	Birth of D. H. Lawrence

            
            	Salisbury becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1886

            
            	Death of William Barnes, friend of Hardy, poet, philologist, polymath

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1887

            
            	Strindberg, The Father

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1888

            
            	Death of Arnold

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Birth of T. S. Eliot

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	About now the works of Kipling and Yeats begin to be published

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1889

            
            	Deaths of Browning, G. M. Hopkins and Wilkie Collins

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1890

            
            	Death of Newman

            
            	First underground railway in London

            
         

         
         
            
            	1891

            
            	Shaw, Quintessence of Ibsenism

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1892

            
            	Death of Tennyson

            
            	Gladstone Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1893

            
            	Pinero, The Second Mrs Tanqueray

            
            	Independent Labour Party set up

            
         

         
         
            
            	1894

            
            	Deaths of Stevenson and Pater

            	Rosebery becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1895

            
            	Conrad’s first novel, Almayer’s Folly

            	Marconi’s ‘wireless’ telegraphy




            	 

            	Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest

            	 

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1896

            
            	Housman, A Shropshire Lad

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1898

            
            	Wells, The War of the Worlds

            
            	The Curies discover radium

            
         

         
         
            
            	1899

            
            	 

            
            	The Boer War begins

            
         

         
         
            
            	1900

            
            	Deaths of Ruskin and Wilde

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1901

            
            	 

            
            	Death of Queen Victoria, who is succeeded by Edward VII

            
         

         
         
            
            	1902

            
            	Zola dies; Hardy laments his death

            
            	Balfour becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1903

            
            	 

            
            	Wright brothers make first flight in aeroplane with engine

            
         

         
         
            
            	1904

            
            	Chekhov, The Cherry Orchard

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1906

            
            	 

            
            	Liberals win election

            
         

         
         
            
            	1907

            
            	Kipling is awarded Nobel Prize

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1908

            
            	 

            
            	Asquith becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1909

            
            	Deaths of Swinburne and Meredith

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1910

            
            	 

            
            	Death of Edward VII, who is succeeded by George V

            
         

         
         
            
            	1911

            
            	Bennett, Clayhanger 
Brooke, Poems

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1912

            
            	 

            
            	Sinking of Titanic

            
         

         
         
            
            	1913

            
            	Lawrence, Sons and Lovers

            
            	First Morris Oxford car

            
         

         
         
            
            	1914

            
            	Pound editor of the first anthology of imagist poetry

            
            	The First World War begins

 
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Frost, North of Boston

            
            	 

            
         

            

         
         
            
            	1915

            
            	Virginia Woolf, The Voyage Out

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1916

            
            	Death of James Lawrence’s The Rainbow seized by the police

            
            	Lloyd George becomes Prime Minister

            
         

         
         
            
            	1917

            
            	 

            
            	The Russian Revolution

            
         

         
         
            
            	1918

            
            	Sassoon, Counter-Attack Hopkins, Poems

            
            	The First World War ends 
Women over thirty given the vote
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            	Treaty of Versailles 
First woman MP

            
         

         
         
            
            	1920

            
            	Edward Thomas, 
Collected Poems 
Owen, Poems
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            	Eliot, The Waste Land Joyce, Ulysses
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Women are given equality in divorce proceedings
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Stalin becomes Soviet Dictator
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            	The General Strike
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            	1928

            
            	Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover privately printed in Florence

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
         
      

   
      
      Introduction

      
      Until quite recently, most people probably thought of Hardy as a novelist, though they were probably also aware that he had
         written a number of poems, some of which had become familiar anthology-pieces. The truth is that he was in his own eyes first
         and foremost a poet: it was as a poet that he began to write in his teens and, in his twenties, to offer his work (entirely
         without success) to editors, and although he devoted himself to fiction for a quarter of a century he returned to poetry as
         soon as circumstances permitted and wrote little else during the last thirty years of his long life. In his later years poetry,
         always a vocation for Hardy, became a profession, and he would go to his study each morning after breakfast to write poems
         as other elderly gentlemen might settle down to the newspaper and the crossword. Like Tennyson and Yeats, he wrote many of
         his finest poems in his old age, and his last verses were, quite literally, dictated on his deathbed.
      

      
      The result is that his career as a poet, though not without interruptions, was exceptionally long: his surviving poems cover
         some seventy years. He was also remarkably prolific, his Collected Poems running to nearly 950 items. The present selection contains more than one hundred poems taken from all of the eight volumes
         of Hardy’s verse originally published between 1898 and 1928. It includes many of the best known but also some that readers
         may find pleasure in encountering for the first time.
      

      
      Recognition of Hardy’s status – surely unique among English authors – as a major novelist who was also a major poet did not
         come quickly, and if one reads some of the poems he wrote in his twenties it is not difficult to see why the magazine editors
         to whom they were submitted unanimously rejected them. For he was, in the mid-Victorian age, a modern poet born out of his
         time. Some of his earliest surviving poems were written at about the time Tennyson published his hugely successful Enoch Arden (1864), and the contrast between the work of the Laureate and that of the unknown young poet from Dorset is very striking.
         Hardy rejected Tennysonian smoothness and musicality in favour of a style that is often wilfully harsh and disconcertingly experimental. Instead of conforming to traditional post-Romantic notions concerning
         the language of poetry, he flings open the door to admit into his poems almost any and every kind of word, obscure, archaic,
         technical, dialect, colloquial – and even invented. (The first poem in this selection contains the word ‘unblooms’, coined
         for the purpose but characteristic of one dominant Hardyan mood in its bleak negativity.) This habit of startling the reader
         by a totally unexpected choice of word persisted: in ‘Nobody Comes’, written nearly sixty years later, a car ‘whangs along’.
      

      
      So there is, with remarkable consistency throughout Hardy’s work as a poet, a resistance to the smoothly and soothingly musical
         as well as to the regular and the predictable. At the same time he was often moved by a genuine lyric impulse. ‘Any little
         old song/ Will do for me’ he writes in one of the briefest but most touching of the poems in this selection, and music always
         meant a great deal to him. His family had a strong tradition of music-making and he learned very early to play the violin
         (as ‘The Self-Unseeing’ movingly recalls) as well as absorbing a wide range of available musical experience from folksong
         and dances to hymns and metrical psalms. His later musical tastes ranged from fashionable waltzes and quadrilles to the operas
         of Verdi. Many of his poems reflect, in subject-matter and sometimes also in form, different facets of his love of music.
      

      
      As the dialogue in his novels often shows, he also had a keen ear for natural speech, and for Hardy a poem often grew from
         a scrap of spontaneous utterance that, apparently banal in itself, nevertheless possessed its own inherent music. ‘It never
         looks like summer here’ is a remark that any of us might unthinkingly make, but it becomes the starting-point for one of his
         most haunting poems. Again, ‘Thoughts of Phena’ begins as a natural rumination, like a man talking to himself, and many other
         poems convey this impression of being not so much acts of communication as a kind of thinking aloud.
      

      
      Hardy not only wrote many poems, he wrote many kinds of poetry: love poems, ballad poems, animal poems, war (or anti-war

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
   
      
      Note on the Author and Editor

      
      THOMAS HARDY was born on 2 June 1840 in Higher Bockhampton, near Dorchester, in a cottage built by his grandfather. His father
         was a stonemason and master builder; his mother Jemima had been a domestic servant before her marriage. He left school at
         sixteen to be apprenticed to a Dorchester architect, and in 1862 moved to London to follow the same career. There he continued
         an arduous course of self-education and tried unsuccessfully to get his poems published. After returning to Dorset in 1867
         he began to write fiction and between 1871 and 1897 published fourteen ‘Wessex Novels’ as well as about forty short stories.
         In 1874 he married Emma Lavinia Gifford, whom he had met in Cornwall in 1870; by the time of his marriage the success of his
         writings had enabled him to give up his architectural career. For more than ten years the couple lived in rented houses and
         flats in Dorset and London, but in 1885 they settled at Max Gate, built to Hardy’s own designs on the outskirts of Dorchester
         and not far from his old home, and there he lived for the rest of his life.
      

      
      Hardy began to publish collections of his verse only after giving up fiction, and Wessex Poems (1898, with Hardy’s own illustrations) was followed by seven other volumes, the last of them (Winter Words, 1928) published posthumously. Emma’s death in 1912 inspired some of his finest poems. In his later years Hardy was the most
         famous man of letters in England. After declining a knighthood, he was awarded the Order of Merit by King George V in 1910.
         He died on 11 January 1928. In his later years he wrote an autobiography, published (with some additions) soon after his death
         in the guise of a biography under the name of his second wife, Florence Emily Hardy, whom he had married in 1914.
      

      
      NORMAN PAGE has lectured on Hardy in many parts of the world. His books include Thomas Hardy (1977) as well as editions of Hardy’s The Woodlanders (Everyman), The Well-Beloved (Everyman), The Mayor of Casterbridge (Broadview Press) and Jude the Obscure (Norton). He has been editor of the Thomas Hardy Annual and the Thomas Hardy Journal and is a Vice-President of the Thomas Hardy Society. He is currently working on The Oxford Reader’s Companion to Thomas Hardy.
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