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Nightingale published a substantial body of work during her lifetime, including full books, lengthy reports, briefs to government, journal articles, introductions and chapters in books, pamphlets, letters to the editor, and many short articles and opinion pieces in a variety of outlets. Soon after the Crimean War, writing became her major form of expression. Her period of active work was brief, between 1851 and 1857, a few years of nursing before the Crimean War on to only a short period after it when she was well enough to travel and attend meetings. From roughly 1858 on, she seldom went out but depended on writing to make the case she wanted for the concern at hand: nursing, health care, hospitals, army reform, India, and women. She considered her letters to be and remain private; many are designated “Private,” “Confidential,” or both, some are marked “Burn.”

The literature on Nightingale during her lifetime was also substantial, and has only continued to grow. The literature on the Crimean War, too, was substantial at the time, including numerous memoirs, letters, and journals of officers as well as academic accounts by military and medical historians, journalists, and others. It has continued to grow as new memoirs, biographies, and histories come out. This bibliography, accordingly, must be selective—a complete listing of secondary sources would take volumes. It is comprehensive only for Nightingale’s own publications and, for the Crimean War, only for official reports. Otherwise, it is highly selective, including the best for accuracy and relevance.

Nightingale’s own publications on the Crimean War are listed, with her other publications, in Section 1. Other publications on the war are listed in Section 6, publications on the Crimean War (other than Nightingale’s), with sections (a.) Official Reports, (b.) Other Publications on the Crimean War (major secondary sources), (c.) French Sources, and (d.) Sources on Russia.

An appendix in Nightingale’s official biography helpfully lists her publications with a brief description of each. It notes multiple places and dates of publication, for she often republished articles for convenient distribution (Cook, Volume 2, Appendix A). This bibliography includes some sources missed by Cook and notably includes a comprehensive list of her letters to The Times (Section 3).

Nightingale’s available unpublished writing, especially correspondence, is vast. Many correspondents kept every letter and some the envelope, too. A great deal of work was done to find letters for the Collected Works of Florence Nightingale (Section 2), from more than two hundred archives worldwide. These are listed, with the exception of private collections, in Section 5, Manuscript Sources.

Sources on individuals, events, and issues treated in the A–Z entries are listed alphabetically in Section 7: Works Cited in the A–Z Entries.

Throughout, where these sources are available in the Collected Works of Florence Nightingale, this is indicated as CW with the volume and page numbers. Thus, (CW 5:100) refers to a letter in volume 5, page 100.
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Notes on Matters Affecting the Health, Efficiency, and Hospital Administration of the British Army. London: Harrison (CW 14:578–888).

———. “Answers to Written Questions Addressed to Miss Nightingale by the Commissioners.” Report of the Commissioners Appointed to Inquire into the Regulations Affecting the Sanitary Condition of the Army and the Treatment of the Sick and Wounded. London: HMSO, 361–94 (CW 14:895–973).

———. Mortality of the British Army, at Home and Abroad, and during the Russian War, as Compared with the Mortality of the Civil Population in England. London: Harrison and Son.
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———. “Part I: Notes on the Sanitary Conditions of Hospitals,” 462–73, and “Part II: On the Defects in the Construction of Hospital Wards,” 473–82. Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science. London: Longmans, Green, 1859 (CW 16:47–74).

———. “Sites and Construction of Hospitals. The Builder 16, no. 812 (28 August):577–78 (CW 16:280–87).

———. “Hospital Construction: The Ground Plan.” The Builder 16, no. 814 (11 September):609–10 (16:287–95).

———. “Hospital Construction: Wards.” The Builder 16, no. 816 (25 September):641–43 (CW 16:295–307).

———. “Preventable Disease: Scarlet Fever.” The Builder 16, no. 822 (6 November):740 (CW 16:514–15).

———. “To the Colonists of South Australia.” Daily News, 2 August.
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Notes on Hospitals, Being Two Papers Read before the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, at Liverpool, in October 1858, with Evidence Given to the Royal Commissioners on the State of the Army in 1857. London: John Parker.

A Contribution to the Sanitary History of the British Army during the Late War with Russia. Illustrated with Tables and Diagrams. London: Harrison (CW 16:338–59).
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Notes on Nursing: What It Is and What It Is Not. London: Harrison.

———. Notes on Nursing: What It Is and What It Is Not, new ed., rev., enlarged. London: Harrison (CW 12:579–708).

———. Suggestions for Thought to Searchers after Religious Truth. 3 vols. London: Eyre and Spottiswoode (CW 11:59–687).

———. Hospital Statistics Paper to the Second Section of the International Statistical Congress (CW 5:83–84).

———. Letter to the International Statistical Congress, Second Section, “Hospital Statistics.” (CW 5:84–85).

———. Note on the New Zealand Depopulation Question. Auckland: Wilsons and Horton (CW 6:183–85).


g. 1861

Notes on Nursing for the Labouring Classes. London: Harrison (CW 6:30–160).

———. “Hospital Statistics and Hospital Plans.” Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 1861. London: John W. Parker and Bourne, 1862: 554–60. Reprinted as Hospital Statistics and Hospital Plans. London: Emily Faithfull, 1862.

———. Miss Nightingale on the VolunteerMovement. Privately printed.


h. 1862

Observations by Miss Nightingale on the Evidence Contained in Stational Returns Sent to Her by the Royal Commission on the Sanitary State of the Army in India. 21 November (CW 9:132–94).

———. “Mémoire sur les réformes sanitaires accomplies dans l’armée anglaise sous l’administration de feu lord Herbert,” XXXV 292.

———. Army Sanitary Administration and Its Reform under the Late Lord Herbert. London: McCorquodale (CW 15:340–51).

———. “The Late Mr Alexander—Hospital Claims.” The Lancet 27 (27 September):336 (CW 15:356–58).

———. Note on the Supposed Protection Afforded against Venereal Diseases, by Recognizing Prostitution and Putting It under Police Regulation. Private and Confidential (CW 8:428–35).

———. Deaconesses’ Work in Syria: Appeal on Behalf of the Kaiserswerth Deaconesses’ Orphanage at Beyrout, 19 September.


i. 1863

Notes on Hospitals, 3rd ed. London: Long-mans, Green (CW 16:82–224).

———. “Sanitary Statistics of Native Colonial Schools and Hospitals.” Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 1863. London: Longmans, Green, 1864, 475–88 (CW 6:168–83).

———. Observations by Miss Nightingale on the Evidence Contained in the Stational Returns. London: Edward Stanford (from the Report of the Royal Commission on the Sanitary State of the Army in India. U.K. War Office) (CW 9:132–94).

———.”How People May Live and Not Die in India.” Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 1863. London: Longmans, Green, 1864, 501–10 (CW 9:184–94).

———. Proposal for Improved Statistics of Surgical Operations. London.



———. Note on Different Systems of Nursing. London: Harrison. Pamphlet.


j. 1864

“Notes on the Aboriginal Races of Australia.” Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science. London: Longmans, Green, 552–58.

———. “Workhouse Nursing.” In William Rath-bone, Workhouse Nursing: The Story of a Successful Experiment. London: Macmillan, 4–6.

———. “Death of Pastor Fliedner of Kaiserswerth.” Evangelical Christendom (December):1–4 (CW 7:587–92).


k. 1865

Suggestions on a System of Nursing for Hospitals in India. London: HMSO / Eyre and Spottiswoode (CW 9:950–55).

———. “Remarks of the Barrack and Hospital Improvement Commission on a Report by Dr. Leith on the General Sanitary Condition of the Bombay Army.” Parliamentary Papers, no. 329 (CW 9:402–27).

———. “Introduction.” William Rathbone. The Organization of Nursing in a Large Town. Liverpool: Holden, 9–16 (CW 13:258–63).


l. 1866

“Garibaldians and Volunteers at Florence.” Illustrated London News, 16 June, 4757, 595.


m. 1867

“Suggestions on the Subject of Providing Training and Organizing Nurses for the Sick Poor in Workhouse Infirmaries.” Report of the Committee Appointed to Consider Cubic Space of Metropolitan Workhouses. Paper no. 16. London: HMSO, 19 January, 64–76 (CW 6:367–90).

———. “The Sydney Infirmary.” Sydney Morning Herald, 31 August, 7.


n. 1867–1868

Method of Improving the Nursing Service ofHospitals. Printed.


o. 1868

[anonymous], “Una and the Lion.” Good Words (1 June):360–66 (CW 6:290–301).

———. “Interesting Letter from Florence Nightingale—The Question of Women’s Work.” New York Times, 20 October, 8.


p. 1869

“A Note on Pauperism.” Fraser’s Magazine 79 (March):281–90 (CW 5:132–45).


q. 1870

“Letter to the Council of the Bengal Social Science Association.” Transactions of the Bengal Social Science Association. Calcutta: xxiv–xxv (CW 10:234–35).

———. “On Indian Sanitation.” Transactions of the Bengal Social Science Association, 4:1–9 (CW 10:235–43).

———. “Paper on Sanitary Progress in India.” Report on Measures Adopted for Sanitary Improvements in India from 1869 to June 1870. London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 40–46 (CW 10:245–57).

———. “From Florence Nightingale.” Transactions of the National Congress on Penitentiary and Reformatory Discipline. Cincinnati, Ohio (12 November).

———. [Justina]. “The Contagious Diseases Acts.” Pall Mall Gazette (3 March):3.

———. [Justina]. “Miss Garrett on the Contagious Diseases Acts.” Pall Mall Gazette, Friday (18 March):6 (CW 8:461–71).

———. “To the Editor of The Lancet” (19 November) 96:725 (CW 9:916–18).

———. “Punishment and Discipline.” Letter to the National Congress on Penitentiary and Reformatory Discipline, Cincinnati, Ohio.


r. 1871 Introductory Notes on Lying-in Institutions. London: Longmans, Green (CW 8:250– 329).

———. “Emigration.” Letter 12 April 1871. Printed with permission.

———. “A Letter from Florence Nightingale” [on war relief]. New York Tribune, reprinted in the Huddersfield Chronicle, 15 July.



s. 1872

“Observations on Sanitary Progress in India.” Report on Measures Adopted for Sanitary Improvements in India from June 1871 to June 1872. London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1872, 48–49 (CW 10:259–60).


t. 1873

“A ‘Note’ of Interrogation,” Fraser’s Magazine. New series 7, no. 41 (May):567–77 (CW 3:12–28).

———. “A Sub ‘Note of Interrogation.’ What Will Be Our Religion in 1999?” Fraser’s Magazine. New series 8, no. 43 (July):25– 36 (CW 3:29–46).

———. “Prison Discipline: Views of Florence Nightingale.” Hartford Courant, 1 September (CW 5:225–26).


u. 1874

“Irrigation and Means of Transit in India.” Illustrated London News (30 July):99 (CW 9:751–56).

———. Life or Death in India. London: Harrison (CW 9:710–45). Reprinted from “How Some People Have Lived and Not Died in India.” Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 1873. London: Longmans, Green, 1874, 463–74.


v. 1875

“Letter from Florence Nightingale.” New YorkTimes, 2 November, 3.


w. 1876

Trained Nurses for the Sick Poor. London: Spottiswoode. Reprinted from The Times, 14 April, 6 (CW 13:750–56).

———. Letter to the Editor [on Children’s Hospitals]. Staffordshire Advertiser, 22 January, 3 (CW 16:806–8).


x. 1877

“Famine in Madras.” Illustrated London News (29 June):22–23 (CW 9:761–68).

———. “Preface to Ninth Edition.” In Ellice Hopkins, Work in Brighton; or, Woman’s Mission to Women. London: Hatchards, iii– iv (CW 8:492).


y. 1878

“Who Is the Savage?” Social Notes, 11 May, no. 10, 145–47 (CW 6:159–63).

———. “The United Empire and the Indian Peasant.” Journal of the National Indian Association (June):232–45 (CW 10:487– 500).

———. “A Water Arrival in India.” Good Words (July):493–96 (CW 9:771–78).

———. “The People of India.” Nineteenth Century 4, no. 18 (August):193–221 (CW 9:778–810).

———. “Florence Nightingale.” Opinions of Women on Women’s Suffrage. London: National Society for Women’s Suffrage, 1879 (CW 8:407).

———. “Memorandum for Probationers Beginning Ward Work.” July (CW 6:753–54).


z. 1879

“A Missionary Health Officer in India.” Good Words. Part I (July):492–96; (August):565–71; Part II (September):635–40 (CW 10:265–96).

———. “Irrigation and Water Transit in India.” Illustrated London News. Three letters: 10 May, 24 May, 31 May (CW 9:844–60).

———. “Can We Educate Education in India to Educate Men ?” Journal of the National Indian Association no. 104 (August):417–30; no. 105 (September):478–91; “Can We Educate Education in India to Educate Women?” no. 106 (October):527–58 (CW 10:634–76).

“Letter on Co–operation in India.” Journal of the National Indian Association (May):219–21 (CW 10:627–28).


aa. 1880

“Woman Slavery in Natal.” Transactions of the Aborigines’ Protection Society. London: Aborigines’ Protection Society, 222–23 (CW 15:1020).


bb. 1882

“Remarks by Miss Nightingale on a Pamphlet Entitled ‘Infection.’” In J. Clarke Jervoise, “Infection,” with Remarks by Miss Nightingale, 2nd ed. London: Vacher and Sons [1867] (CW 16:696–97).



———. “Hints and Suggestions on Thrift.” Thrift (January) 4.


cc. 1883

“Nurses, Training of” and “Nursing the Sick.” A Dictionary of Medicine, ed. Richard Quain. London: Longmans, Green, 1038–43 and 1043–49 (CW 12:723–52).

———. “The Dumb Shall Speak, and the Deaf Shall Hear; Or, The Ryot, the Zemindar, and the Government.” Journal of the East India Association (1 June):164–210 (CW 10:549–98).

———. “The Bengal Tenancy Bill.” The Contemporary Review 44 (October):587–602 (CW 10:602–19).

———. “Our Indian Stewardship.” The Nineteenth Century 14, no. 18 (August):329–38 (CW 10:819–30).


dd. 1884

“Miss Florence Nightingale on the Cholera.” Huddersfield Daily Chronicle, 11 August, 3.

———. “Practical Advice in View of the Rapid Spread of Cholera: ‘Scavenge, Scavenge, Scavenge.’” The Sanitarian 13, 114–15.


ee. 1887

“Village Sanitation in India.” Letter to the Joint Secretaries of the Bombay Presidency Association and the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha” (22 February). Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 15, no. 1 (July 1892):1–5 (CW 10:322–25).

———. “Miss Nightingale on Village Sanitation in India.” Voice of India (April):183–84. Reprinted from The Indian Spectator (20 March) (CW 10:325–26).


ff. 1888

“Letter from Miss Nightingale.” Journal of the Public Health Society 4, no. 2 (October):62–65 (CW 9:935–37).


gg. 1889

“Village Sanitation in India.” To the Joint Secretaries of the Bombay Presidency Association and the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha (20 February) (CW 10:353–57).

———. Letter to the Band of Hope. Blackburn Standard and Weekly Express, 15 June, 3.


hh. 1890

“Hospitals.” Chambers’s Encyclopaedia: A Dictionary of Universal Knowledge. Edinburgh: W. and R. Chambers, 5:805–7 (CW 16:911–18).

———. “Introduction to the History of Nursing in the Homes of the Poor.” In William Rath-bone, Sketch of the History and Progress of District Nursing from Its Commencement in the Year 1859 to the Present Date. London: Macmillan (CW 13:819–22).


ii. 1891

Letter to the Joint Secretaries of the Bombay Presidency Association and to the Joint Secretaries of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha [Pune Public Society]. Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 15, no. 1 (July 1892):13 (CW 10:358–61).

———. “Sanitation in India.” Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha (July):13– 17 (CW 10:362–65).

———. [untitled obituary]. Illustrated London News (1 August) XCIX, no. 2728, 135.

———. “Obituary, John Sutherland.” British Medical Journal (15 August):400.


jj. 1892

“Letter to Lord Cross.” India: The Organ of the Indian National Congress 3, no. 39 (July):200–201 (CW 10:366–68).

———. “The Reform of Sick Nursing and the Late Mrs. Wardroper: The Extinction of Mrs. Gamp.” British Medical Journal 31 December, 1448 (CW 12:387–90).

———. “Introduction.” In Dayaram Gidumal, Behramji M. Malabari: A Biographical Sketch. London: Fisher and Unwin, v–vii (CW 10:778–79).


kk. 1893

“Health Lectures for Indian Villages.” India: A Record and Review of Indian Affairs (1 October):305–6 (CW 9:375–77).

———. “Sick-Nursing and Health-Nursing.” In Woman’s Mission: A Series of Congress Papers on the Philanthropic Work of Women by Eminent Writers, ed. Angela Burdett-Coutts. London: Sampson, Low, Marston, 1893, 184–205 (CW 6:205–19). “Royal British Nurses’ Association.” The Lancet (8 July):113–14.

ll. 1894

“Health and Local Government.” Introduction to Report of the Bucks Sanitary Conference October. Bucks Advertiser. Aylesbury: Poulton, i–ii (CW 6:600–601).

———. “Rural Hygiene.” Official Report of the Central Conference of Women Workers (CW 6:607–21).

———. “Health Sanitation in India.” Paper for the Tropical Section of the International Congress of Hygiene and Demography. London: Spottiswoode and Co. 20 August (CW 10:380–84).


mm. 1895

“Birds.” Letter, 4 February, reprinted in Newcastle Chronicle.

nn. 1896

“Health Missioners for Rural India.” India: A Record and Review of Indian Affairs 7, no. 12, New series (December):359–60 (CW 10:389–92).

———. “A Few Lines to Workhouse Nurses.” Supplement to Mrs. Roundell, Agnes Jones; or, She Hath Done What She Could. London: Bickers.


2. COLLECTED WORKS OF FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE


———, ed. Lynn McDonald (except where otherwise noted). Waterloo, Ontario: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2001–2012.

CW 1: Florence Nightingale: An Introduction toHer Life and Family, 2001.

CW 2: Florence Nightingale’s Spiritual Journey: Biblical Annotations, Sermons and Journal Notes, 2001.

CW 3: Florence Nightingale’s Theology: Essays, Letters and Journal Notes, 2002.

CW 4: ed. Gérard Vallée. Mysticism and Eastern Religions, 2003.

CW 5: Florence Nightingale on Society and Politics, Philosophy, Science, Education and Literature, 2003.

CW 6: Florence Nightingale on Public HealthCare, 2004.

CW 7: Florence Nightingale’s European Travels, 2004.

CW 8: Florence Nightingale on Women: Medicine, Midwifery and Prostitution, 2005.

CW 9: ed. Gérard Vallée. Florence Nightingale on Health in India, 2006.

CW 10: ed. Gérard Vallée. Florence Nightingale on Social Change in India, 2007.

CW 11: Florence Nightingale’s Suggestions for Thought, 2008.

CW 12: Florence Nightingale and the Nightingale School, 2009.

CW 13: Florence Nightingale on ExtendingNursing, 2009.

CW 14: Florence Nightingale and the CrimeanWar, 2010.

CW 15: Florence Nightingale on Wars and theWar Office. 2011.

CW 16: Florence Nightingale and HospitalReform, 2012.
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a. 1855

“The Hospitals at Scutari,” 10 March, 7.

b. 1856

“The Nightingale Fund,” 25 January, 8.

“The Nightingale Fund,” 2 February, 12. “Miss Nightingale and Soldier’s Widow,” 1 April, 12 (CW 14:347).

“Miss Nightingale,” 29 August, 8.

“Letter from Miss Nightingale,” 29 September, 7 (CW 14:21).


c. 1857

“Compliment to Miss Nightingale,” 6 November, 7.


d. 1858

“The Nightingale Fund,” 30 March, 12.


e. 1860

“International Statistical Congress,” 23 July, 5 (CW 5:84–85).



f. 1861

“Miss Nightingale,” 15 November, 7.


g. 1870

“Letter to the Times,” 5 August, 8 (CW 15:640– 41).


h. 1871

“The Distress in and about Paris,” 1 February, 6 (CW 15:771–72).

“The Sick and Wounded at War,” 17 July, 8 (CW 15:810).


i. 1872

“The Livingstone Expedition,” 31 January, 8. “Miss Nightingale on Prison Discipline,” 11 October, 11 (CW 5:225–26).


j. 1873

“Voting Charities,” 4 November, 10 (CW 5:261–62).


k. 1876

“The Goliath,” 12 January, 5 (CW 15:502).

“Bosnian Fugitives,” 13 March, 7 (CW 5:266– 68).

“Trained Nurses for the Sick Poor,” 14 April, 6 (CW 13:750–56).

“The Wounded in Servia,” 16 August, 8 (CW 15:834).

“The Atrocities in Bulgaria,” 18 September, 6 (CW 5:273–74).
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“A Hospital for Madagascar,” 30 March, 3 (CW 13:553–54).
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“The Indian Famine,” 20 August, 6 (CW 9:769).
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“St Thomas’s Hospital,” 14 February, 4 (CW 12:461–63).

“Miss Florence Nightingale on British Soldiers,” 25 October (CW14:1042–43).
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“Ladies’ Home, 90, Harley Street,” 12 November, 6 (CW 16:941).

[Joint letter]. “Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Nurses
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