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The natural order (human intellect) and the spiritual reality (divine knowledge)
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“So, in order for the soul to come to unite with the wisdom of God, it must first go by not knowing than by knowing”.

Saint John of the Cross; Ascent of Mount Carmel, Book I, Chapter 4, p. 10.

There are two worlds coexisting in our realm: the world of spiritual realities and the world of material realities. 

It becomes obvious that reason as such, being the main resource of human knowledge does not have the capacity to acknowledge the truth of godliness because, after the fall, mankind slipped from ‘God-consciousness’ (Payne, 2016). The theologian Saint Gregory Palamas stated that “natural knowledge enables man to approach the natural order, and spiritual knowledge enables man [to] access the spiritual reality. (F.T. Tomoioagă. Acta Theologica, 2015, p.147). According to Davalos (2022) electronic book The breath of God. Divine knowledge, and human knowledge, “our human knowledge-based worldview about the reality of this world is based on the reasoning of the egoic mind and the distorted perceptions of our five senses. As a result, human knowledge has opposed systematically the validity of the Divine knowledge of God based on faith, to rule over our behavior and over the way we live our lives because it can’t discern its reality with these materialistic based tools”​(p.14). In the vision of the Hesychastic Fathers of the Eastern Orthodox Church, the experience of divine knowledge is attained through prayer and not through human knowledge (Dr. Petros N. Toulis. St John of Sinai in the Hesychastical tradition of the 14thcentury).

As Saint Gregory Palamas explains in the Triads, “when this occurs, [and divine knowledge takes over] it is no longer the human intellect proper that sees, but the Spirit itself. If you raise your intellect above every rational thought  – even if it is good– and return the intellect wholly towards itself, through abiding attention, and unceasing prayer, you too will truly enter into the divine rest and obtain the blessing of the seventh day” (Tikhon Alexander Pino, 2022, Beyond Stillness: Hesychasm and the Divine Energies between Praxis and Theoria in St Gregory Palamas p.609, 613).

Abba Evagrius, a monastic teacher that met in the Egyptian Desert spiritual fathers who were direct descendants of Saint Anthony the Great, became a well-known spiritual guide. In his writings he seems to be less a Christian author than a “philosopher in the desert,” and in his teaching on the vision of divine light in many of his texts, Evagrius shows that “the divine light and its contemplation nurtures the intellect, especially during prayer or psalmody. This nurturing impregnates the physical senses with grace, so that the devotee, taken out of the “furnace of prayer,” becomes capable of regarding sensible objects in a spiritual manner. Why? Because he has received the spirit of discernment, distinguishing the logos of each thing, as well as potential spiritual anomalies. For Evagrius, contemplation is not only a luminous vision but also a personal experience of the personal Trinitarian God, which gives to the mind the grace and the possibility of seeing and understanding the logoi of beings, just as the letters of a manuscript become visible under the physical light” (St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Evagrius of Pontus, Guide to the Divine Light, pp.138-139. academia.edu). 
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Prayer as a method of divine knowledge
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“And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you’”.

Luke 11:9, KJV

Through divine grace, God offers us a way of seeing His kingdom and His will. People can cooperate with the will of God in a way that is cognitively important. The apostle Paul of Tarsus mentioned this possibility of all devotee followers of Christ in his letter to Colossians: “For this cause, we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” (Colossians 1:9, KJV).

The knowledge that is acquired through prayer does not come in the moment of praying but because prayer increasingly predisposes those who pray to fulfill the Will of God more perfectly in their lives and it is the knowledge of that Will that is received as a gift from God that intimate awareness (that is not of this world) of our heavenly Father is accessed. And for this, we must live our lives with faith and grace.  Because those who live in grace are closer to God.

The act of praying changes our vibrational frequency by raising it to higher levels, and prayer which does not result in right thinking and right living is a farce. (Kotsonis, 2006, p. 36).

E.M. Bounds in his excellent book, The Necessity of Prayer (1976), expressed that “prayer governs [our] conduct and [this] conduct makes [our] character; prayer is related to all the gifts of grace; [and] the more we pray, the better we are, [and] the purer and better our lives” (p. 36).

Thanks to our prayers to God, He aligns our will with His, changing the way we experience a situation and respond to a problem (O'Dell Stanley, 2019, Christianity.com). 

Those who pray often, tend to think less, and in view of situations they encounter in life, a newly acquired personal view is obtained and used because they begin to guide some of their decisions by trusting the intuitions coming from their hearts. It is as if a decision center has started shifting in their lives from their brain/reasoning faculties to the wisdom center of their hearts, and this is the result of the action of the holy spirit whose gift for us is the ability to supernaturally know certain facts.

After a particular decision and its resulting action has been taken in this way, the wisdom of God is revealed in the good fruits obtained by the action that was done. 

Juli Camari described divine wisdom as ‘broad and full intelligence; supreme intelligence, such as belongs to God; [an] insight into the true nature of things. [which is] divine illumination’ (jcblog.net, 2013). And this supreme faculty is the gift of our father in heaven to those who are faithful in their prayer lives and strive to live in a constant state of grace.

.
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Everyone’s call: A life with purpose and meaning
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“And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”.

Matthew 4:19, KJV

In his article, Filled With the Knowledge of His Will, Juli Camarin (2013), affirmed that ‘The most dangerous thing in the world is to know your God-given calling. Because in it, you live in a sweet spot of purpose. [The apostle] Paul knew it, which is why he opened most of his letters with this declaration, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God...” (Colossians 1:1; see also Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; 1 Timothy 1:1; 2 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:1). He knew who he was, what he was set apart for, whom he was doing it for, why he was doing it and whom he was called to reach. So, in this, his life had purpose and meaning. This is the reason he continually labored for the Church (Colossians 1:29). 

Camarin continued- “These words written by the apostle Paul were not only written to the church in Colosse but written for us as well. We too are called, set apart, and designed with a specific and unique calling in life. Once we understand this, once we know who we are in Him, whom we are doing it for, and whom we are called to reach, we [will] find [our] sweet spot of grace where His Kingdom intersect with our heart that will enable us to walk in our calling and change history [because in this way] our life and the world around us [will] change for the better! (jcblog.net).

In Ephesians 2:8-10, the apostle Paul reflects on God’s purpose for our lives when it affirms that “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them”(KJV).

Unfortunately, not all individuals are following God’s call to attain meaning and purpose in their lives through obeying the will of our Father in heaven, and have decided to remain instead immersed in the darkness of this world that is under the bondage of the evil one, and are in great danger of losing their souls.

They are still denying God’s salvific light because as the apostle John affirmed: “And this is the condemnation, that light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19, KJV).
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The function of the divine light 
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“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light”.

Ephesians 5:8, KJV

The Divine light is an aspect of the divine presence and is also experienced as ‘divine illumination’ which is the process when human thought is aided by divine grace. Don Stewart (2023) in his article What is the gift of the world of knowledge? asserted that ‘on the subject of the divine light as a way of knowing, there is another way of understanding of this spiritual gift. The gift of the word of knowledge refers to the ability to know facts about a situation, or a spiritual principle, that could not have been known by natural means. This allows someone to see a situation as God sees it. God gives the believer supernatural knowledge about a particular situation, and then He gives wisdom on how to apply that knowledge. It is not an occult power, but a God-given ability to build up the body of Christ (blueletterbible.org). 

And this is so because the vision of God’s light as stated by John 8:12 reveals a gradual achievement of the communion with Christ, the “Light of the world” ​(St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Evagrius of Pontus, Guide to the Divine Light, p.140. academia.edu).

In his electronic book, Becoming a living prayer, Davalos (2019), affirmed that “Jesus of Nazareth, was always intellectually superior to all His foes in any discussions He had with the doctors of the Law, Pharisees or scribes of
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