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HOW TO PLAY
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You are the detective. Each case gives you a victim, suspects, testimony and evidence. Your job is to identify the murderer without reading the solution first.

1. Read the case briefing.

2. Study every suspect and their alibi.

3. Compare testimony with physical evidence.

4. Reconstruct the timeline.

5. Write down contradictions and eliminate suspects.

6. Complete the Final Accusation.

7. Only then read the solution.

DETECTIVE NOTES

MAIN SUSPECT:

____________________________________________________________

MOTIVE:

____________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITY:

____________________________________________________________

KEY CLUE:

____________________________________________________________

MY THEORY:

____________________________________________________________

Rule: every case has one intended solution, and the decisive facts are contained in the case itself.
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CASE 01 — THE LAST CALL
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CASE BRIEFING

At 11:47 PM, art dealer Elias Vane is found dead in his locked study. The only unusual object is a phone on the desk, still showing an outgoing call made at 11:32 PM. The problem: the police know Elias was already dead by 11:20 PM.
The study door was locked from inside. A window was open, but rain had left no footprints on the sill. Four people had reason to want Elias silent.
YOUR FIRST QUESTION

What fact in the briefing feels most suspicious?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
DIFFICULTY: ★



THE SUSPECTS


	NAME

	ROLE

	MOTIVE

	ALIBI

	YOUR VERDICT


	Mara Vane

	Elias's sister

	Inheritance dispute

	Says she left at 10:55 PM.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Jon Bell

	Assistant

	Elias planned to fire him

	Says he was driving from 11:00–11:40 PM.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Clara Moss

	Neighbor

	Elias knew her secret

	Says she heard Elias arguing at 11:35 PM.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Peter Shaw

	Collector

	Elias threatened to expose him

	Says he was at a restaurant until midnight.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS




NOTES

Which alibi deserves the most scrutiny?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________


EVIDENCE & PUZZLE

EVIDENCE 01 — Autopsy places death between 11:10 and 11:20 PM.

EVIDENCE 02 — The phone's 11:32 call lasted 14 seconds.

EVIDENCE 03 — The study phone can place a call using its timer function without the owner being alive.

EVIDENCE 04 — Clara's apartment is directly below the study; sound travels through a ventilation shaft.

EVIDENCE 05 — Rain began at 11:05 PM.

DETECTIVE WORKSHEET

WHO COULD DO IT?

____________________________________________________________

WHAT WAS THE METHOD?

____________________________________________________________

WHAT DOESN'T FIT?

____________________________________________________________

DECISIVE CLUE?

____________________________________________________________



FINAL ACCUSATION

THE MURDERER:

____________________________________________________________

THE MOTIVE:

____________________________________________________________

THE METHOD:

____________________________________________________________

THE KEY CLUE:

____________________________________________________________

MY COMPLETE THEORY:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
STOP. HAVE YOU MADE YOUR ACCUSATION?
THE SOLUTION

Clara is lying about hearing an argument at 11:35. The 11:32 call was scheduled by Elias earlier. Jon's driving alibi is supported by a toll record at 11:18, while Peter's restaurant receipt is time-stamped 10:48. Mara is the killer: she left before 11:00, returned through the basement service door, killed Elias, locked the study with the interior key trick, and left before the rain intensified. The decisive clue is the service-door camera showing her return at 11:08.
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CASE 02 — ROOM 314
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CASE BRIEFING

Hotel manager Victor Hale is found dead in Room 314 at 9:40 PM. The electronic lock reports no entry after 8:55 PM. Yet one suspect claims to have entered at 9:20 PM.
The room appears impossible to access without a keycard, and the hallway camera shows nobody approaching the door.
YOUR FIRST QUESTION

What fact in the briefing feels most suspicious?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
DIFFICULTY: ★★



THE SUSPECTS


	NAME

	ROLE

	MOTIVE

	ALIBI

	YOUR VERDICT


	Nina Cole

	Housekeeper

	Victor threatened to report theft

	Says she cleaned 314 at 8:50 PM.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Marcus Reed

	Guest

	Victor owed him money

	Says he never left Room 212.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Ava Lin

	Receptionist

	Victor planned to dismiss her

	Says she stayed at the desk.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS


	Daniel Frost

	Chef

	Victor knew about falsified invoices

	Says he was in the kitchen.

	☐ CLEAR  ☐ SUSPICIOUS




NOTES

Which alibi deserves the most scrutiny?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________


EVIDENCE & PUZZLE

EVIDENCE 01 — Room 314's balcony door was latched from inside.

EVIDENCE 02 — A master keycard was logged at 8:54 PM.

EVIDENCE 03 — The room's deadbolt can be engaged from the hallway with a thin plastic strip.

EVIDENCE 04 — Nina's cleaning cart was recorded on the third floor at 9:17 PM.

EVIDENCE 05 — The hallway camera has a blind spot beside the linen closet.

DETECTIVE WORKSHEET

WHO COULD DO IT?

____________________________________________________________

WHAT WAS THE METHOD?

____________________________________________________________

WHAT DOESN'T FIT?

____________________________________________________________

DECISIVE CLUE?

____________________________________________________________



FINAL ACCUSATION

THE MURDERER:

____________________________________________________________

THE MOTIVE:

____________________________________________________________

THE METHOD:

____________________________________________________________

THE KEY CLUE:

____________________________________________________________

MY COMPLETE THEORY:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
STOP. HAVE YOU MADE YOUR ACCUSATION?
THE SOLUTION

Nina is the killer. She used the master keycard at 8:54, remained hidden in the room until Victor arrived, killed him, exited through the blind spot, then used the plastic-strip method to make the door appear secured. Her claim that she only cleaned at 8:50 is false because the cart was seen at 9:17.
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