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  Abbreviations and Acronyms


  Antifa—a collective of militant anti-fascists committed to opposing the rise of the far-right; some punks have joined their ranks to oppose nazi skinheads; chapters of Antifa exist in Poland, many European countries, and the United States


  Biała—short for Biała Podlaska, a city in the east of Poland


  CB’s—short for CBGB’s, the seminal punk club in New York City that existed in the years 1973-2006.


  Church, the—the Catholic Church


  crustie—a punk who prefers crust punk and often follows a certain style of clothing and grooming


  GAS—Gliwicka Alternatywna Scena, or the Gliwice Alternative Scene


  gits—short for gitowcy, a subculture indigenous to Poland, characteristic of the mid to late 1970s.


  hc—short for hardcore


  IPN—Instytut Pamieci Narodowej (Institute of National Remembrance). An institution created to house, manage and do research based on the archives of the People’s Republic of Poland; headquartered in Warsaw


  komuna—informal, derogatory term for the political and economic system in Poland in the years 1947-1989. It references the word “komunizm,” which means “communism” in Polish.


  Loisaida—Lower East Side, New York City


  Manifa—annual parade of Polish feminists and their allies on the streets of downtown Warsaw, traditionally organized around the 8th of March, international Women’s Day, attended by some feminist punks


  Max’s—short for Max’s Kansas City, a seminal rock venue and hangout for the New York underground in the late 1960s and 1970s, just north of Union Square


  MO—Milicja Obywatelska, Citizens’ Militia; the police of the People’s Republic of Poland


  MP—member of Parliament. Polish original: poseł na Sejm.


  MRR—Maximum RocknRoll, an American zine that played a large part in spreading word about Polish punk in the 1980s


  nazi—a vague term for an individual engaged in hostile activities against minority groups such as LGBT or Roma, and in street fights against certain groups of punks, often due to extreme right-wing political convictions. Often used in the plural


  NOP—Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski, or the National Rebirth of Poland, an extreme right-wing organization founded in 1981; its members have run in parliamentary elections in Poland since 1990


  ONR—Obóz Narodowo-Radykalny, or National-Radical Camp, an extreme right-wing organization founded in 1934 and almost immediately delegalized; very active in early twenty-first century Poland


  PiS—Prawo i Sprawiedliwość, a right-wing political party with a strong presence in the Polish parliament in the early twenty-first century


  PRON—Patriotyczny Ruch Odrodzenia Narodowego; The Patriot Movement for a National Rebirth; a political organization founded by the Polish authorities in 1982, during martial law, in order to rebuild social support for the government; some representatives of Catholic communities willing to compromise with the authorities were invited to join


  PZPR—Polska Zjednoczona Partia Robotnicza, Polish United Workers’ Party; the ruling party in the People’s Republic of Poland; its first secretaries were the most powerful officials in the country


  RAC—Rock Against Communism; a banner embraced by right-wing and often white power punk and skinhead bands


  RAF—Radykalna Akcja Antyfaszystowska, Radical Anti-Fascist Action, a loose and informal group of people actively fighting the nazi threat on the streets of Poland in the 1990s


  RASH—Red and Anarchist Skinheads


  RSA—Ruch Społeczeństwa Alternatywnego, a neo-anarchist association founded in 1983 interested in the transformation of society that also embraced anti-military ideas; some members were close to Totart, an association of radical artists with which the Warsaw punk band Dezerter cooperated; some of its members created Inter-City Anarchists (Międzymiastówka Anarchistyczna) in 1988; RSA rejected the new system established in 1989 as having nothing to do with the ideals of Solidarity


  SB—Służba Bezpieczeństwa, the security organ of the People’s Republic of Poland; the Polish equivalent of the Stasi in the GDR


  SHARP—Skinheads Against Racial Prejudice, founded in New York in the 1980s


  skin—short for skinhead. Used especially in the phrase “Punks and skins unite and win”


  Starówka—short for Stare Miasto, the Old Town in Warsaw


  WiP—Wolność i Pokój, Freedom and Peace, an organization established in 1985 that lobbied for alternative service in place of the mandatory military service for all men and raised awareness among punks about ways to avoid military service; founded on the idea that peace can only be reached if all people enjoy personal freedom


  WNC—Wełnowiec, a district of Katowice in Upper Silesia


  Xenna—short for TZN Xenna, a seminal punk band from Warsaw founded in 1981


  ZOMO—Zmotoryzowane Odwody Milicji Obywatelskiej, Motorized Detachments of the Citizens’ Militia; the riot police units charged with crowd control during demonstrations, notorious for thei violent practices in Poland in the 1980s. Although the explanation for this acronym sometimes varies depending on the source, e.g., the well-known historian Andrzej Paczkowski offers “Zmechanizowane Odwody Milicji Obywatelskiej” in his Pół wieku dziejów Polski (Warsaw: PWN, 2007), it is cited here according to the online version of the PWN Encyclopedia and electronic publications of the Institute of National Remembrance (IPN)


  Appendix


  Questionnaire used during fieldwork in Poland


  1) Where did you grow up? Do you still live there today? What was it like when you were growing up? Was it a big city? Has it changed since then?


  2) How did you find out about punk rock? When was that? How old were you?


  3) Before you started your first band ever, did you have many friends who listened to punk, ska or psychobilly? Did these people go to shows a lot? Were you close friends with them? How did you meet them?


  4) What were your favorite bands initially? Have your tastes changed since that time?


  5) Do you collect punk and ska records? Where do you get them from? Is record collecting important to you?


  6) What are your favorite venues of all time? Ones that exist now and ones from the past?


  7) What was the local scene like here when you first got involved with punk? Were many punk shows booked?


  8) What is your favorite place to play? What makes it special?


  9) In your city/town, are there any punk events going on besides shows? For example, political demonstrations, exhibitions, private parties? What is the punk scene like? Is it connected with the ska scene closely?


  10) Are there any skinheads here? What kind are they?


  11) Are there any squats here? Are shows organized there? Have you ever played at a squat? What is your opinion of such places?


  12) How would you describe the style of your band? Has it changed over the years?


  13) What kind of audience response do you get? Has this changed over the years? Do you write with any specific audience in mind?


  14) What is your position on violent moshing in the pit? Do you accept it with no reservations? Have you ever seen any aggressive behavior at your shows? Would you agree that violence is a natural and necessary element of punk rock?


  15) Have you ever been attacked or gotten into a dangerous situation because of how you look?


  16) Does fashion and style mean anything to you? Where do you get your clothes?


  17) In your opinion, is punk a part of pop music? Or is it by definition something that’s underground, alternative, and always opposed to pop?


  18) Are you a parent? Do you think that being a punk/skinhead has influenced your parenting in any way?


  19) Do you like any American punk bands? Have you ever played with any American punk bands? Are you friendly with any American musicians or were you in the past?


  20) Have you ever been to the United States?


  Questionnaire used during fieldwork in the United States


  1) Where did you grow up? Do you still live there today? What was it like when you were growing up? Was it a big city?


  2) How did you find out about punk rock? When was that? How old were you?


  3) Before you started your first band ever, did you have many friends who listened to punk, ska or psychobilly? Did these people go to shows a lot? Were you close friends with them? How did you meet them?


  4) What were your favorite bands initially? Have your tastes changed since that time?


  5) Do you know anything about the Polish punk scene? Have you ever played with any Polish punk bands or have you played in Poland? Are you friendly with any Polish musicians or were you in the past?


  6) Do you collect punk and ska records? Where do you get them from? Is record collecting important to you?


  7) When you first got involved in punk, were there a lot of punk bands active there at the time? Were many punk shows booked? What were the best venues for punk in those days? Do these venues still exist today?


  8) What is your favorite place to play? What makes it special?


  9) In your area, are there any punk events going on besides shows? For example, political demonstrations, exhibitions, private parties? What was the punk scene like? Is it connected with the ska scene closely?


  10) Are there any skinheads in this area? What kind?


  11) Are there any squats in this area? Are shows organized there? Have you ever played at a squat? What is your opinion of such places?


  12) How would you describe the style of your band? Has it changed over the years?


  13) What kind of audience response do you get? Has this changed over the years? Do you write with any specific audience in mind?


  14) What is your position on violent moshing in the pit? Do you accept it with no reservations? Have you ever seen any aggressive behavior at your shows? Would you agree that violence is a natural and necessary element of punk rock?


  15) Does fashion and style mean anything to you? Where do you get your clothes?


  16) In your opinion, is punk a part of pop music? Or is it by definition something that’s underground, alternative, and always opposed to pop?


  17) Are you a parent? Do you think that being a punk/skinhead has influenced your parenting in any way?
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